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LORD GHESTBRFIELB'8 

LETTERS. 

LETTER CCLXXX 

iMtuUm, Mm 31, O. S, 175& 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
KilHE world is the book, and the .ioikf one, to vhieh, st 
JL present, I woald haye you ap|»ly yoarself; and the 
thonmgh kaovledge of it will be of more use to yon, than aQ 
the books that erer were read. Lay aside the best hook 
whenever yon ean 90 into the best company ; and, depend 
upon it, yoQ diange for ^e better. HoweTer, as die most 
tnmvltaotts hfe, whether of bnsinesB or pleasure, ieavea 
some Taoant m«mient8 esvry day, in which a book is thtt 
refuge of a rational being, I mean now to point out to yoo 
tiie method oC employing those moments (which will and 
ought to be but few) in the most advantageous manner. 
Throw away none of your tinje upon those trimi futile books, 
pttUiahed by idle or necessitoos anthers, for the amusemeut 
cf idle and ignorant readers : sueh sort of books swarm and 
bnzz about one every day; flap them away ; they have no 
stmg. Gertum pete finem ; have some one object for those 
leisure moments, and pursue that object invariably till you 
hatve attained it ; and then take some other. For instance, 
considering your destination, I would advise you to smgle out 
the most remaikaUe and interesting aevas of modem histoty, 
and confine all your reading to that era. If you pitch upon 
the treaty of Munster (and (hat is.the proper period to begin^ 
wkh, m the course which I am now recommending) do not 
InliBmipt it by diflliDg wad deviating into ottter books, uxor^ 
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9 ' LORD €H£STERFIELil^ 

attve to it : liut consult only the most authentic histories, let- 
ters, memoQ^ and: niego^aiEiOQs,. velathre to t)^t great trana- 
iiction ; reading and comparing them, with all that caation 
and dififtrast which Lord BoIvigbrolKe recommends to yoo, in 
a better maimer, and in better -words, than I can. The next 
period, wartih your particular knowledge, is the treaty of the 
Pyrenees ; which was calculated to lay, and in effect did laj, 
the foundation of the succesaon of the house of Bourbon to 
the crown of Spam. Pursue that in the same manner, sing- 
ling, out of the miilioaa of iFolames written upon that occa- 
sion, the two or three most authentie ones, and particularlj 
letter9»^bi^h are the best ajahprities in matters of negotia* 
tion. Next come the treaties of Nimeguea and Ryswick, post- 
•eriptt in a matmer to those of Munster and the Pyrene^ 
Those two transaetions have had great light thrown up6a 
them by the publication of many ^aotbentic and original let- 
ters and pieces. The concesrions made at thetreaty of Rys- 
wick, by the then triumphant bewis the Fourteealrh, astonirfi- 
ed all those who ^wed: things onty siqierficiaHy ; but, I 
ihiMiId think, must have heea easily accounted for by those 
who knew the atate of the kingdom of Spain, as weH as of 
Ihe h^kh of Hs king, Charles the Second, at thattiime. The 
interned between the conchisioB of the peace of Ryswick, and 
the breaking out «t* the great war in 1708, though a short, ia 
a most interesting one. Every week of it ahnost produced 
some great event Two partition-treaties, the death of the 
king of Spain, his unexpected wiB, and the acceptance of it 
by Lewis the Fourteenth, in vtolaitum of die second treaty of 
partition, just signed and ratified by him : Philip the Fifth 
qnletly and eheeifuUy reodved in Spain, and acknowledged 
as king of it, by most of those powers, who afterwards joined 
in an affiance to dethitme him. I cannot h^ msiking tlna 
observation upon that occasion; that character has oftea 
more to do in great transactions, than prudence and sound 
poKey i for Lewis the Fourteenth gratified his personal pride, 
by giving a Bourbon king to Spain, at the expense of the true 
iBtvest of Fnacei nrhiiA would have aeguired much more 
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LETTERS TO HI& SOK. 9 

«fid and permaBeat strength hf the additian of Naplesy 8»> 
eOf, and Lornaoe, upon the foot of tlie tece^d pirtHiottr 
lre«^ ; and I think it wits fortimale for Bnrepe that he pre* 
fenred the wiU. It is true, he nugfat hope to influence his 
grandson ; but he could never expect that hisSoiitbcm pot* 
ferity in France should influence his Bourboa posterity 
in Spaio ; he knev tod veil how weak the ties of blood 
are among men, and bow mudi weaker stiU thef are amooc 
Iprinees. The Memoirs of Count Harratb» a^ oC Um Toiv 
res» give ti^ood deal of li^t into the transRctlons of the 
eoftrt of Spain, previous to the death of that weak kingf and 
the letters of the Marcchal d'Harcourt, the9 the ]^*encfa 
erahassador in Spain, of which 1 have anlhentie- copies 'm 
namiacript, frrHn the jear 1698 to I70t, have cl^red ^ 
Ih&t whole fdfiiir to me. 1 keep that bookior you. It ap* 
pera by those letters, that the imprudent ooncbict of ih^ 
KcRxsc of Austria, with regard to. the king and queen of Spain, 
and Madame Berlips, her favourite, together with the know- 
ledge of the partition-treaty, which incensed all Spaio, yreve 
the true aod only reasons («f the will 'm favour .of the duke of 
Anjoo. Caixiittal Portooarrero, nor any of the grander 
were bribed by France, as was generally reported and b^ 
liered at that time^ which ooofirms Voltaire's anecdote upon 
that aobjcet Then opens a new acene and a new ceiiktuij : 
Lewis the Fourteentli's good fortune forsakes him, tiU the 
duke o£ Marlborough and Prince Eugene make him ameiMja 
ibr all tbe raisebief they had done him, by making the allies 
refuse the terms of peace offered by him at Gertruydenberg. 
How the disadvantageous peace of Utrecht was afterwards 
brought on, you have lately read ; and you cannot inform 
yourself too minutely of all those circumstances, that treaty 
. being the freshest souree, from whence the kte tranaaetioi^ 
of Europe have flp weil . Tiie alterations which have since hapi- 
pencd, whether by wai'S or treaties, are so recent, that all tfafe 
written accounts are to be helped out, proved, or conti-adicl- 
ed, by the oral ones of alm^ost every informed person^ of a 
eeitain age or s«uik in life. For the taots, d^^QS, and original 
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I lORB CHESTERFIELD'S 

pieces of this century^ you vill find them in Xjamberd, tiH 
the year 1715 ; and after that time in Koasset's Becueil. 

I do not mean that you dioald plod hours together in re- 
searches of this kind ; no, you may employ your time more 
iisafally : hut I mean, that you should make the most of the 
moments you do employ, by method, and the pursuit of one 
single object at a time ; nor should I call it a digression from 
that objeet, if, when you meet with clashing and jarring pre- 
tensions of different princes to the same thing, you had im- 
mediately recourse to other books, in which those several 
pretensions were dearly stated : on the contrary, that is the 
only way of remembering those contested rights and claims^ 
for, were a man to read * toute de suite,' Schwedenis's 
Theativm Pretemionum, he would only be confoonded bj 
the rariety, and remember none of them ; whereas, by txMm* 
ining them oeeasionally, as they happen to occur, either in 
the course of your historical reading, or as they are agitated 
in your own times, you wiU retain thero> by coitnecting tliem 
with those historical &ets which occasioned your inquiry. 
foe example, had you read, in the course .of two or three 
folios of Pretensions, those among others, of the two kings 
Ckf Sngland and Prussia to Ost Frise, it is impossible that 
you should have remembered them ; but now that they are 
become the debated object at the diet at Ratisbon, and the 
topic of all poUtieal conFersations^ if you consult both books and 
persons concerning them, and inform yourself thoroogfaly, 
you will never forget them as long as you live. You will hear 
a great deal of them on one side, at Hanover ; and as much 
on the other side, afterwards, at Berlin ; hear both sides, 
and form your own opinion ; but dispute with neither. 

Letters from foreign ministers to their courts, and from 
their courts to them, are, if genuine, the best and most 
•utheutie records you can read, as far as they go. Cai*dinal 
d'Ossat's, President Jeanin's, d'Estrade's, Sir William Tem- 
ple's, will not only inform your mind, but form your style t 
which, in letters of buaiDess, should be vety plain and 
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fimple, batj at the same time, exceedingly clear, correet^ 
ttifl pure. 

AD that I hare said may be reduced to these two or three 
plain principles ; 1st, That you shookl now read tery little^ 
hot converse a great deal ; 2d!y, To read no useless, unpro- 
fitable books ; and, 3dly, That those whieh you do read may 
an tend to a certain object, and be relative to, and coose- 
qaential of, each other. In this method, half-an-boor's read- 
ing every day will carry you a great way. People seUoA 
inow how to employ their time to the best advantage, till 
they have too little left to employ ; btit if, at your age^'m the 
liegfnning of life, people would but consider the value of it, 
and put every moment to interest, it is incredible what an 
ad^Cional fund of knowledge' and pleasure soeh an economy 
wrovld bring in. T look back with ref^ret upon that large sum 
of time, which, in my youth, I lavished away idly, without 
rither improvement or pleasure. Take warning betimea^ 
and enjoy every moment ; pleasures do not commonly last 
»o long as life, and therefore shcNild not be neglected ; and 
tl»e longest life is too short for knowledge^ consequently every 
moment is precious. 

I am surprised at having received no letter from yon since 
yoa Ibft Paris. I shall direct this to Strasburgh, as I did my 
two last. 1 shall direct my next to the post-house at Mail* 
ence, unless I receive, in the mean time, contrary instrue- 
tiona from you. Adieu. Remember les atienUotu .' thcgr 
must be your passports into good company. 

USTTEH CCLXXXI. 

London, June, O. S. 1753, 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 
IKTEBY few celebrated negotiators have been eminent for 
V then- learning. The most famous French negotiators 
(and I know no nation that can boast of abler) have been 
mifitary men, as Monsieur d'Haroonrt, Comte d'Estrade^ 
Mirechal d'Uxelies, and others. The bite duke of Marlbo- 
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# LOED CHESTBRFIEUI'S 

nwgli, Vho was at least as able a negotiator as a general, 
was exceedingly ignorant of books, but exU*emely knowing 
In men; whereas the learned Grotius appeared, both in 
Sweden and in France, to be a very bungling minister. Thit 
is, in my opinion, very easily to be accounted for. A man 
of very deep learning mus^ have employed tlie greatest pai^t 
of his time in books ; and a skilful negotiator must necessari- 
ly have employed much the greatest pai't of his time with man. 
The sound scholar, when dragged out of his dusty closet into 
business, acts by book, and deals witli men as he has read of 
them ; not as he has Inown them by experience : he follow* 
Spartan and Roman^irecedents, in what he (alsely imagines 
to be similar cases ; whereas two cases never were, since the 
beginning of the world, exactly alike; and he would bo ca- 
pable, where he thought spirit and vigour necessary, U> 
draw a circle round the persons he treated with, and to in* 
sist upon a categorical answer before they went out of it, be^ 
cause he had read, in the Roman history, that once upon a 
time some Koman embassador did so. No ; a ceitain degree^ 
of learning may help, but no degree of learnmg will make, a 
skilful minister : whereas a great knowledge of the world, 
of the characters, pasnous, and hsihiU of man)dnd, has, 
"itithout one grain of learning, made a thousand. MiUtai7 
men have seldom much knowledge of books; their education 
does not aUowit ; but what makes great amends for that want 
Is, that they generally know a great deal of the world; they 
are tlirown into it young; they see variety of nations and 
characters ; and tliey soon find, that to rise, which is the 
aim of them all, they must first please : these concurrent 
causes almost always give them manners and politeness. In 
consequence of which, you see them always distinguished at 
courts, and favoured by the women. I could wisli that you 
had been of an age to have made a champaign or two as a 
volunteer. It would have given you an attention, a versa- 
tility, and an alertness ; all which I doubt you want, and « 
great want it is. 
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LETTBRS TO HIS SON. 7 

A ibrdgn nliniiter has not great Imainess to transaist every 
i}aj ; so that his knowledge and his skill in negotiating are not 
freqnentlj put to the trial ; hut he has that to do every day^ 
and eveiy hoar of the day, which is necessary to prepare and 
smooth the way for his business ; that is, to insinuate himself 
by his manners, not only into the houses, but into the confi- 
dence, of the most considerable people in that place ; to eon- 
tribute to their pleasures, and insensibly not to be looked 
upon as a stranger himself. A skilful minister may very pos- 
sibly be doing bis master's business full as well, in doing the 
honours gracefuUy and genteelly of a ball or a sapper, as if 
he were laboriously writing a protocol in his bloset The 
Mar^chal d'Harcourt, by his magnificence, his manners, and 
his politeness, blunted the edge of die 
(he Spaniards had to the French. Th( 
dees were personally fond of him, and 
and were at last insensibly brought to ] 
German yoke ; which, I am convincec 
liai^>ened had Ck)mte d'Harrach been } 
-or the Mar^chal d'Harcourt, Comte d' 
d'Bstradcs had, by < sesmanieres polies et liantes,' formed 
such connexions, and gained such an interest in the republic 
of the United Provinces, that Monsieur de Witt, the then 
pcn»onaiy of Holland, often applied to him to use his inter- 
est with his fiicnds, both in Holland, and the other prov- 
inces, whenever he (de Witt) had a difficult point which he 
wanted to carry. This was certainly not bro^^t about by his 
knowledge of books» but of men ; dancingj^Hcing, and rid- 
ing, with a little military architecture, wer^^^oubt the top 
of his education ; and if he knew that coj^Bj^n, in Latin, 
signified college in French, it must have b^r by accident. 
But he knew what was more useful : from thirteen years old 
he had been in the great world, and had read men and wo- 
men so long, that he could then read them at sight. 

Talking, the other day, upon this and other subjects, all 
relative to you, with one who knows and loves you very well, 
aad expressing my anxiety and wishes that your exterior ac- 
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coBAplWhments, as a man of faaliion, inight adQni> and at 
least equal, your intrinsic merit as a man of sense and 
honour ; the person interrupted me, and said. Set your 
Jieart at rest ; that never will nor can happen. It is not ia 
character ;..<hat gentleness, that d»uctnir, those attentions, 
^vhich youfl^sh him to have, are not ii^ his nature ; and do 
-what you will, nay, let him do what he will, he n^Ter can ac- 
quire them. Nature may be a little disguised and altered by 
care ; but can by no means whatsoever be totally forced and 
changed. I denied this principle to a certain degree ; but 
ndmitting, however, that in many respects our natui'e was 
not to be changed ; and asserting, at the same time, tliat in 
others it might by care be vety much altered and improved, 
nged : that I took those exterior ac- 
e had been talking of, to be mere 
pending upon tlie will, and upon cus- 
re, I was convinced that your good 
you the importance of them, would 
;vent8 to acquire them, even in spite 
the case. Our dispute, wliich lasted 
a great while, ended, as Voltaire observes that disputes in 
England are apt to do, in a wager of fifty guineas ; which I 
myself am to decide upon honour, and of which this Is a 
faithful copy. If you think I shall win it, you may go my 
halves if you please ; declare yourself in time. This I de- 
clare, that I would most cheerfully give a thousand guineas to 
win those fifty jyou may secure them me if you please. 

I grow ver^Hpatient for your future letters from the 
several court^^^anheim, Bonn, Hanover, &c. &c. And 
I desire ths^^k: letters may be to me, what I do not deare 
ihey shoulf^ilt any body else ; I mean full of yourself. 
liCt the egotism, a figure whioh upon all other occasions I 
detest, be your only one to m«. Trifles that concern yoa 
are not trifles to me ; and my knowledge of them may pos- 
sibly be useful to you. Adieu.— i^s gnacete, Us graces, le8 
grgces. 
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LETTER CCLXXXn. . 

London^ June 23, O. S, 1752. 
JdY DEAR FRIEND, 

I DIRECT tlMS tetter to Ma'ience, where I think It is likelf 
to Aieet 700, euppoMDg, aa 1 do, that you staid three 
vee%B«tMu^eiffi after the date of your latt from thence ; 
iKit should yoa hmre staid longer at Manhelm, to which I 
hare ao objection, it will wait for yoii at Ma'ieikee. Matenc« 
witt not, 1 be^Te,' have- charms to detain jou above a week » 
io that I reckon you will be at Bonn at the end of July, N. S. 
There 700 may stay just as little or as 1( 
and then proceed to Hanover. 

I had a letter by the last post from a j : 

Hanover, Mr. Stanhope Aspinwall, wlio 
New«a8t)e's office, and has lately been ap 
minister to the Dey of Algiers ; a post wli 
hag your Ttews of foreiga affairs, I betieye you do not enry 
him. He tells me in that letter, there are very ^ood lod^gt . 
4o be had at one Mrs. Meyers's, the next door to the Duke of 
Newcastle's, which he offers to take for you : I have desired 
him to do it, in case Mrs. Meyers will wait for you till the 
hater end of Aogitst, or the beginning of September, K. S. 
which I suppose is idxmt the time when you will be at Han- 
over. You will find this Mr. Aspinwall of great use to yott 
there* He will exert himself to the utmost to serve you ; 
he has been twice or thrice at Hanover, .and knows att the 
aUareM there ; he is veiy well with tlie Duke of Newcastle^ 
and will poff you there. Moreover, if you have a mind to 
work as a volunteer in that bureau^ he will assist and inform 
yoQ. In short, he is a very honest, sensible, and informed 
roan, ' roab ne paie pas beaueoup de sa figure; il abuse m^me 
du pnvikSge qu'ont les homme? d'etre laids ; et il ne sera pas 
en rette, avec les lions et les leopards qu'U tVouveva k 
Alger.' 
VOL.ja B 
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As you are entirely maiter of the time when yoa 'Willleftve 
Bonn, and go to Hanover, so are yon roaster to stay at Han* 
over as long as you please, and to go from thence where yoa 
please ; provided that at Christmas yon are at Berfin, for the 
beginning of the oamival : this I woald not have you say at 
Hanover4 considering the mntuai dispositiim of those two 
eoorts : bat when any body asks yon where you are to go 
next, say, that you profjose rambling in Germany, at Bnui»> 
wick, Cassel, &c. till the next spring ; when you intend to 
be in Flanders, in you way to England. I talte Berfin, at this 
time, to be the politest, the most shining, and the noost useful 
court in Europe, for a young fdlow to be at : and thetefot'e 
I would upon DO account not have yoa there, for at least a 
couple of months of the carnival. If you are as well re- 
ceived, and pass your time as well, as at Bonn, as I believe 
you will, I would advise -you to remam there till about the 
20th of August, N. S. ; in four days more you will beat 
Hanover. As for your stay there, it must be shorter or 
longer, according to certain eiroumstanees -which yvu know of, 
supposing them at the b^st, then stay till within a week or ten 
days of the king*s return to England ; but supposing them 
At the worst, your stay must not be too short, for reasons 
w'hich you also know ; no resentment must eitiier appear or 
be suspected ; therelbre, at worst, I think you must remiun 
there a month, and at best, as long as ever you please. But 
I am convinced that all will turn out very well for you there. 
Every body is, engaged or inclined to help you ; the minis- 
ters, both -EngUsh and Crecman, the principal ladies, and 
most of tlie foreign ministers ; so that I may apply to you 
.' nullum numen abest,- si sit prudentia.' Du Perron will, 
I believe, be back there, from Turin, much about the time 
you get thither : pray be Yery attentive to ham, and connect 
yourself with him as much as ever you can ; tor, besides that 
he is a very pretty and welMnibrmed man, he is vexy much 
in fashion at Hanover, is personally very well with the king, 
and cei*tain ladies ; so that a visible intimacy and connexion 
with him wiU do you credit and servioe. Pray cultivate 
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"MuMueat fieig the Xtaloh mrabter, who has alvay's been 
way nradk my fri«id| snd vill, I am sore, lie ydors : hit 
BUdmerSy' it is tnie, are not vety engaging ; he i» raiig^, but 
iieia aiii«erek It is yery UMtM sometiinefl to see the things 
-vfaieh one oi^t to avoifll, aa it' is right to see very often 
those whieh one ought to imitate ; and my inend Hop^s 
mmyien vffl freqnentljr point oat to you i^t yours ot^jht 
to he, by the mle of contftwifis. 

Congreve points out a soit oi critics, to whom he says 
ikait'We use doaUy obiiged t 

Sides §ot good writing they with pains indite ; 
Then show ns. what is bad by what they write. 



It 18 certain that MoQirienr Hop^ with the best hciart in 
€he worid, and a thousand good qualities, has a tfaoAsatod etie- 
auesy^snd haxdly alriend ; singly fixM»<he rougimess of his 



N. B. I heordly wirfi you could have stayed long enough 
ntManheim, tohiiTe been seriousljrand desperately in love 
widf Madame de Taxis, who I suppose is a praud huDlent 
-fine-lady, and who would consequently have expected attend 
tkms little short of adoi<ation: nothing would do you -mov^ 
good than such a passion ; and I live in hopes that somebody 
or other win be able to excite such a*one in you : your hour 
may not yet be come, but it will come. Love has not been 
unaptly compared to the' snudl^iox, which most people have 
sooner or later. Iphigenia had a wonderful effisct upon Di- 
mon ; I wish some Hanoverian Iphigenia^ may try her skiH 
upon you. * 

I recommend to yon again, though I have already done it 
twice or lliiice, to speak German, even affectedly, while you 
nre at Hanover ; which will show that you prefer that l«n« 
goage, and be of more use to yon there with aomabodif^ tlian 
you can imagine. When you oaity my letters to Monsieur 
MiiBelmnsen,^ and Muoakmr Schwiegeld^ aa^ess yourself td 
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^batk m CkomMai ; tke latter tpeaka Wtemk yesf wolly M 
^be fiarmer estremefy ill. Sbov goeat tltentioii to li^idamB 
Minebaiiseii's dauglttct^ vfao it » great fiivnorite : Ibeto ItV 
tietrifles please inatlier% aod aometsnues fathen» cxftvemelf . 
Ofasenre, and you uriU find» almost unkeraallj, that t]i«> knst 
things either please or dispteaas molt ; beeaose thsf aaaea- 
aacily- iraplf , eitiier a w^pf stroag desire of obligiii|^ or ao na- 
pardonable indifferenee about it 1 -vSA give ymi a' xidiauteiB 
mstanoe anoiigh of tbsa trath, ^m mj mm azpeiieaoe. 
When I was embassador the first tiias in Hoiiaiid> Coaat&dfc 
Wassenaer and his wife, people of the first ratik and eondde- 
ration, had a: little bof ofaboot tbreeyearaoidyof wimiii they 
^ were exeeediaglf fond ; in order tomakauo^ omwt to.(lieoi» 
' I was so too, and used to take the child often upon my lap, 
and play with htm. One-day his nose waa Tery^aootty^ apon 
which I took oat my handke^Bluef and wiped U<for hmi ; tUs 
raised a loud laugh, a»d they eaUed me a vevy handy naiaa.; 
but the father and mother were ao pleased with it^ that to 
this day it is an anecdote in the family ; and I never receive 
a letter from Gentle Wasriwaar;* but he md^ea tcA ike l«m. 
phmenta * du morvens que j^^moooh^ aulrefoia ? whD» by 
the way, I am assured, is ftow ^mb prettiest young feUowin 
Uofiand. Where one would gain people^- remember that^flo* 
tiuBgiafittie. Adictt. 

LETTEB /CCLXXXOL 

Lmuhn^ Jkme96, O. & 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIKNI^ 

AS I hare reason to fear, fiMsn your last letter of the lSt]i» 
. K. S. from M^heim, that all, or at leatt most of my 
letters Id you, since you left Patis, have diriseaivied ; 1 think 
it requiate, at all events, to repeat in this the necessaiy parts 
of those several letters, as fin* aa they r^te to your future 
motions. 

. J suppose that this wiH either find you, or be but a-fisw days 
before yoi^ at Bono* whevfritia dkected; and I snppoaa tOQi^ 
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ftuA ^w hup fiaced ^noar time Ibr gobi^ fitmi thenee to Ha« 
Bover. If nings turn out veil at Manover, as in my opinion 
tkey -iriB» ' Ghi sta bene non ai muora/ atay there till a week 
or ten ^^s Iwfere the king seta o«t for Enghmd ; but, ahonid 
■Megr tutn mU iUf wfaieh I eannot imagine, stay howeTer a 
months that your departore may not seem a step of disaon- 
tent or peeviafaiie« ; the very 8os|Hoaon of whieh is by all 
means to .be avoided^ Whenever yoa leave Hanover, be it 
aooner or iatar, vhere vonld you go ? EUa i JPadroney an^ 
I give you your ehoice : Would you pass the months of No« 
Tember and Deoember at Branswiek, Cassel, &e. ? Would 
yen dtuse to go for a eoople of months to Ratisbon, where yoa 
•will be very well reeommended to, and treated by, the king's 
deetoral minister, the Banm de Behr, and where yoa woold 
improve yaarju* pubHeum '/ Or wonld you rather go dfaect*' 
^ ly to Berfin, and stay there till the ead of the carnival ? Two 
or three months at Berlia are, considering all drenmstanee^ 
.necessary for you ; and the oaraival months are the best : 
< poar le reste, d^cidez en dermer ressort, et sans appel 
eomme d'abus/ Let me only know your decree, when yoa 
have formed it. Your good or itt success at Hanover will 
have a very great infloence upon your subsequent character, 
figure, and fortune, In the world ^ therefore I eonfess, that! 
am more anxious about it, than ever biide was on her wed- 
ding-4iigfat, when wishes, hopes, fears, and doubts, tumultu- 
oody agitate, please, and terrily her. It is your first crisis : 
the eharaoter which you acquire there will, more or less, be 
that which will abide by you for the rest of your life. You 
wflt be tried and judged there, not as a boy, but as a man : 
and from that moment there is no appeal ibr character ; it is 
fixed. To form that character advantageously, you have 
three objects particularly to attend to ; your character as a 
man of morality, truth, and honour ; your knowledge in the 
objects of your destination, as a man of business ; and your 
engagiog and insinuatmg address, air, and manners^ as a cour- 
tier ; the flore and only steps to favour.^ Merit at courts, 
without favovr, will do little ornotfaiDg; &Tour, without me- 
B2 
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nf,^Bdo ft good deal; bat favoar and merit|neilwr^wit 
do e?er7 tfaiiag. FarmiP at ^soorta depends npsL to manjTy 
sttoh tfiflmg, flock anexpeeted^ and unfoveBeen-^ents^ that a 
good isourtier most attetui totevesy oireaufllaaoei however 
lititle, that either does or can hfip^ ; he moat h»ve no ah. 
aeaces, no tUBtracUmu ,• he imMt not say-, * \ did- not nsiiid 
it : ivho uroidd have theof htr it P He. ouigfat hotli to have 
mtnded, and.to have thought it'^ A eharabemiaki «has aotne- 
times caused revotattona in courts, irhieh have prodaoed 
others in kingdoms. Were 1 to mske my way to fikvonr in a 
court, I would ndther wilfolty, nor by ne^gence, give a dog 
or a cat their reaaons to dislike rae« Two pieBgri^^ieti well 
instructed, yon know, made the fiartaoeof de Ijuoea with 
Lewis Xni. Every step a man makea at court requirea aa 
much attention and eircumflpeetioo, as those which ^ere made 
formerly between hot plough^res, in the ordea^ or fiery 
trials ; which, iu those^imes of ignorance and sufierskilioQy 
were looked upon as demonstrations of innocence or gnUt. 
Direct your principal battery, at Hanover, attiie I>M.af 
N-- *a : there are many very weak places in that dtadel.; 
where, with a very Uttle skill, you cannot fiul makiiyg a great 
impression. Ask for his orders, in every thing you do ; talk 
Austrian and Antig»iliean to him ; and, as soon aa you are 
upon a foot of talking easily to him, tell him- en badinantf 
that his skin and success in thirty or forty elections in Eng^od 
leave you no reason to doubt of his carrying his elecfion for 
Frankfort : and that you look upon the archduke aa his mem- 
ber for the empire. In his hocirs of festivity and compotrtiony 
drop, that he puts you in mind of what Sir Wilttaoi Temple 
says of the pensionary De Witt, who at that tbne governed 
half Europe ; tliat he appeared at ballsy assemhiiea, and pub* 
Kc places, as if he had nothing else to do, or to tfaiBk of. 
Wlien he talks to you upon foreign afiairs, whiidi he wiii 
often do^ say, that you really cannot presume to give any opi- 
nion* of your own upon those maftters, looking upon yourself, 
at present, only a^a postscript to the corps lUplamatigue f 
hut that, if hiB grace will be pleased to make yoa aaadditioiHil 
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tint ^ shafi neithar l» aabMiied Bor^vtpeirt of k. He loves 
to kiT& a £iva«ritey and; t^opan liiaacir ta tha;k fimrarite : lie 
has nam 119 aueii penon wUk lam ; tibe pkne is mwaat, and 
if ym Iwvei^^sieHty- 70a ipay fill it Id oae thing akme <)e 
nothaiaoiir hi»; I maaa disikiBf; ; fiir» as I believe yoa 
have never yel l^eidiMlnuk, yooda not yoacself loiow how yoa 
can bear yiMurwiney and vliat a litttetoomnchof it may make 
yon do or say: yoa might-rpotiibiy kiek down all yoa bad 
done before. 

Ton do not love^ g^min^- and i tbaolL Gpdibr St ; but at 
Hanovop-I wonU bave you sbow, and pro^as» a patticOlai' 
cfisfike to play, so a» to decline it npon all ooaasions, unless 
wheie one may be wanted to make a foiirtb at wbist or quad- 
rille ; and thei^ take eare to deelare it the result of yonr «om- 
plaisanee, not of yoQr ioetinatioti^. Without such precautioBS, 
you may very possibly be suspected, though nnjusdy, of lov- 
ing play, upon aoeount of my former pasoon for it ; and sucii 
# suspicion woald do you a great deal of hurt, especially with 
the king, who detests gaming. I must end thia abruptly^ 
6od bless yon 2 , : ' 

lETTEB CCLXXXIV. 

MY I»BAE FRIE^O). 

VBfiSATlLlTY as a courtier may be almost decisive ^ 
yon faerealier ; that is, it may conduce to, or retard^ 
your preferment in your onn destination. The first reputi^- 
tkw goes n great wi^ x and, if you fix a good one at Hanover^ 
it will operate sdso to your advantage in EngUnd. The trade 
of a courtirar ia as muoh a trade as that of a shoeniaker : an^ 
he who applies himself the most wiU work the best : the onii^ 
difficulty is, to distiagiii^h (what I ^m sure you have sense 
enough to distinguish) between the nght and proper qaali^- 
cations and their kin(b*ed faults; foi' there is but a line be- 
tween every iteifeotion and its neighbouring imperfection. 
A* for e:uuapley yottui^ bo estrem^ly wett*r«d and sriUc, 
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,but widaoQt Hie troQbleaonieibnas and >tiffiiefl» of eerenMi^r. 
Yaa mifst.be reapeotfal and aaseutiiig* but widuNit being aer- 
vile and abjeet. You must be-lrank* but wkboui indisosiBtian ; 
and dose, ivithout being coKitc. Ym miut keep .up ^iffaity 
«f character, vithont the least pride of birth w rank. Yoa 
nmst be gay wkhin all the bounds of deeenejr and reqieet i 
and grave ^without the aifeetatioa of wisdom* ivhi«h does not 
' become the age of twent^r. You must be eaientiaUy aeovet* 
iinthaat being dark and mjfsterioaa. You muat be &emy and 
even bold, bat with great aeeming modesty. 

With these qoalifieations, wfaieh^ by the way, ve aU in 
your own powei% I .wiUanswei^ for your SHoeess* not oqly at 
Hanover, bat at any court in Europe. - And I am not sorry 
that you begin yoar apprenticeship at a little one ; bemuse 
you must be more circumspect, and more upon, your guard 
there, than at a great one» - where every little 4hing is not 
known, nor reported. 

When you write. to me, or to any body else, from theuoe, 
take care thatyonr letters contain commendations of ail you 
aee and hear there; for they wUl most of them be opened 
and read : but, as frequent couriers will come from Uanovw 
to England, you mi^ sometimes write to me without re* 
serve ; and put your letters into a vety little box, . which 
you may send safely by some of them. 

I must not omit mentioning to yoa, that at the duke of 
Newoastie's taUe, where you will frequently dine* there is a 
great deal of drinking ; be upon your guard against it» both 
upon aceount of your health, whieh would not bear it, wd of 
the consequences of your being flustered and heated with 
wine : it might engage you in scrapes and frolics, which the 
king (who is a very sober man liimself) detests. On the 
other hand, you should not seem too grave and too wise to 
drink like the rest of the company ; therefore use art : mix 
Walter with your wine ; do not drink all that is in the glass ; 
and, if detected, and pressed to drink more, do not cry out 
aobriety ; but say, that you have lately been outof order, 
that you are scAjeot to milammateiy complaintB, and that 
you must beg to be excused for the present. A young fcl- 
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iteh^ynmtikmkh^ 4K)|i|i 80«m tp b« ; Aiid an 
flU fallow OiigM to •ecAtRiwvbetiicir lie ni^ be io.oriici^ 

Bocittg yttor-Btej at H a a wcr » I vwM Jia^c you ipake tn^ 
vrtireo'eaeiinioiiBtaiMtrtsfiC liwA ii:tei;txiiMe: U^ J^wti, 
where tlM ailrcD-niaeft are : G«lriB|yti| fee tite ^u^ooutgr. ; 
flbide, 4or what commaroe tb««iB. Yoa AunUi alao gb to 
ZdL Inriioity teeer^igirthiBgtkaiiitDlMBQaitbei^, and 
Inform. yoortelf well «€ all tke detailBof dMi owiitrf • Gu to 
liaiiAi|<^ for tiifet oc fear dayt, kaonv^ke oouaUtulkia 
oC* tlistt littte HanteatBo r«|}ablio»,< a»A inform jMii-self- veil of 
tkaiVitnBe oC iba king of Jkmnarii't piielenslpoft to it • 

tf -aBtkiogsCani oat figbt|forj3MMil ttHiov«B» I. wpiiliil hsme 
yea ntalEe ft yoor lieadH|Bast«r% till tkmA a week4»l?li^a <l«^s 
before* dMkiDgleftvei; it; and tbcft|;Q.t»Bi:uMniipk« mlliQly 
thoagikv tittle, is a. veiiy polk/e ^ret^ coiaKt^ Y^Ur jwqr atufl^ 
theveafoaliiigbt Ott thiee ^we^lu, a&jioft lilwh; andirovi 
thence go to Cafliel« and there sUjc titt-jrimgo to 9«rimi 
where 1 would hare jaa- be by Chriatmas. At HanoFCS .you 
w31 tei7 eaaly get good letters of reeommeodatioa to BranS' 
wiek and to Casael. You do not vant oiy to Berlin ; how 
-eTep, I will aend yott one for Voltaire. ^ prepw of Berlin 
be my icKnred and eaotimi^. while at HtuiOTer, as to that 
kifig and that eoontry ; both whicl^ace detested. beeau9e&ar< 
cd by every body there, ftosa hit my^fty. dowA to the me^- 
tst peaaant : bu^ however, they bodi eictcesw^ly deaerre 
your uliiunt attftntum ; aadyovLwttaeetka'iiiteaiid wisdoad 
fd goaeti im eBt better mthalooiuitiy, wnr^ Aan in any other 
la £aro|ie. Yba may tfay threoJOUHitha at Beehn, if yoahhe 
k, as I belioTe you will ; and after that 1 haipe wf aMI meet 
'Hcra-Again. - 

Of aU tk&iplaeea m the world (1 repeat it oace »oife>ck- 
tahlidi a good repatation at Haaonrer, et fiatea -roua Yabir tii, 
aotant qa^al eat poaable^ par la briUant, lea inaaie0B% ctlfs 
gmeea.* Indeod* it is of. the graateat importaBee to yon* «ifl 
will make aiiy future apptieatioit to the king in yanr hdnlf 
veiy eaiy^ Ue ia mote taken by thoae little thioga, than any 
man^ or ovea woaaao^ that I evev knewk^my hfe ; and I do 
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nofc^TrMder $i him. In flhort, exert tb tiie titnUMt ail yon^ 
laeiiiiB and poNren to please ; and rcmeihber, ^uit lie wka 
lrieii«e8 the moot wiH rise the Moaett «id llie lug^Mt Try- 
liOt onoe the pleasure andadvatetaif^Qf pleenfeg'; and l-'wik 
masw&ry that you wall nevor ntans negleet the> meaas* 

I send yoi herewith twolettei% the one to Monaeicar 
iMundiauaeDy the other to Montienr SphwiegeMt, an dA 
friend of mine^ andavevyMMnblekiKiiwiagioBa. ^Theywill 
tbih, I am aiive^ be extremely eivil to yoBy and tanyyouiMto 
the best wmpany; and then it is your boidneM to pleaae 
that company. I never was mote . aqxioaB-flioat any periaA 
of yow life than I am ahoatthis your Hanorer expedlttetty it 
leiDg of ao nmch more conaeqneaoe to you than any. e^ior* 
If I hear from thenoe, that yon- are liked and loved there, 
for your air, yoar manner*, and addvers^ « well as es- 
teemed for yoor knorwledge, I shall be the happiest ^man-In 
world ! Judge then what I must be, if it happens otiberwise*^ 
Adieu. 

LETTER CCLXXXV. 

ZsMdipn, Jttfy SI, O. & 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

BY my oaloQlation, this letter mayprobably arrive at Haa* 
over three or four days before you ; and^ as I am sure 
eCits arrii^g there safe, it shall eontain the niost material 
points that I have mentioned in my several tetters to y«m since 
jvu left Parisy as if yon had received butliew^ them,- whieli 
may very probably be the case. 

As for your stay at Hanover, it must not in all evsnts be 
less than a mondi ; but, if things turn ettt toyour sstisfiMtioDy 
it may be just as long as you please. 'Fvouk theneeyon may 
go wherever you like ; for I have so good an opimon ofymts 
JHdgement, that I think you w^ eombine and weigh all eo^ 
cumstanees and choose the properest plaees. Would yoo 
eaunter at some of the small courts, at Bsunswie^ Cassel, 
kfi, till the ea^vri at fieriia $ yoa ta^ OMter. Would yon 
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ya^a coaple of months at BatisboB, whieh fni|^ net be II 
iBfkfeAi d la bornte hewre. Would jonf^ to BroMda* 
0tBf a mootbor two there wUh Uayrolles, and liom thenee 
to Mr* YodEOy at the U^joe ; with all my heart* Or, taady, 
voald yon go to Copeiihageii and Stoekhoho ; atfr i and^e 
Cbooae entireiT- for yoorseU; wichout aay farther 
I from me ; only let me know yoar determinatiott 
kk timey that I m^ settle your credit in ease yoo go to 
flMca wbsve at present yoo bam noiie. Year objjeet should 
be to see the * mores multomm hwrninnm et orbes;' begin 
aid end it where you pleasft 

ByirfiatyoahaTe-afareadysoenor the German eoarU, I 
am su« you must hare observed that they are mooh more 
niae and serupaloa% in peinlaef ecremony» respeet, and at- 
tention, than the g^nafter oooittof Fraaee and l^gland. You 
-mSk- tberefem, I am: persuaded, attend to the minutest cir- 
einmalanees of address and faehavioar, partkmhttty during 
yonr stay at Hanoter, whieh (I will repeat it, though I hav^o 
■nd it often toyon already) is the most imporUnt preliminaiy 
period of your whole li&. Nobody in the woild is more exaet 
in all points -df good4>reedmg, than the king ; and it is the 
part of every man'^s eharaoter that he informs himself of first 
The least negligence, (mt the sli^^est inattention,^ reported to 
him, may do you infimte pNJudiee ; as their eonttaries 
would service. 

K Lord Albemarie (as I believe be did) trusted you with 
^ seeret ai&irs of his department, let the duke of Newcaa- 
de know that hodid so; which will be an inducement to him 
totmst you too^ and possibly toemploy you in affiurs of eon- 
spqnraari Tell him, that though youareyonng^ yon know the 
importanee of sesreey in boaness» and ean keep a secret^ 
that 1 have always incoloated this dootrine into yoo, aod have 
moreover strictly forbidden you ever to eommunioate, even 
to me, any matters of a secret nature, which you may hap- 
pen to be trusted with in theoourse oC business. 

Asfi>rbQ«ne8S,I ihinklcan trust you toycBTself; bati 
tHiUl«ogld «7 as nKW^inr yon with r««w* ^ ^*«^ ****' 
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iter ftomnl^iidiineiits, vidcli akie aMolut^jt utioemu^. to* 
smookh s&d sborten the wwf ta it. Ibtfte bttsbess m dooK, 
iffaan ci6e 1a« gained the heart md the affeetioofriif tiioae with 
yrhoai one is >to tnuisaet it* Air and a&lreas mmt b^gia^ 
sianiiers and attentfidn mi:^' finish ihat^wctfk. 1 ^mtt let; yoa 
iotd tmt aeeret eoneeniitii^^B^melC; whiteh is^ Uiat I ovenliniii 
Bore of. the ^mess whiifch I lil^a m the worldto is3r naiM 
ii^ra, thtn to any soperiar dtigree'tif merit dr koowledgctt 
X beared to fitsKne, aad I ae^^ted pdae ot'^e means. Tim^ 
I can assure. yisiiy wkhcdii cngr fiUae modest, is the tnthw 
You have more knowledge than I had at yoiw a§e ; bht ttett* 
I had nmch snot^ aCteiitian and gosd-hnesdiiii^ thaa y^va. 
Call it vanity if youfilease, and posihlr it was soi hut ngp 
gi^eatohi^et was to malce eveiy; nan I met whh like atk^ aad 
evety woman love me I oftea sucoetded^; hut yrky^ I By* 
taking great pains ; fi>r otberwiael Aerer ti^oM t jmy ^g^ttfcv 
by no mettns entitled lae to it, and I bad.oertMnly an^p^illl 
game: wfaeriaas year eountentaoe would he^ yottyif.yi^ 
made the mast of it, and proscribed ibi* e^rthe gaStyf 
^myay, and .fhneral iiart of iU Dress, addms, and air| 
woukl become yoar bett eounte&anee, and mJm yoar Uttla 
figure pasa f^ry well. 

If you have time to i«ad, at H^norer, pray let the books 
yoo read beaU TehitiTe to the history and oopstitntioR of that 
country ; which I would hate you know as correctly as any 
Haaoveriah in the whole decorate. • Inlhrra yoursetf oTtha 
.powers of the states, and of the nature ami extent of theavirend 
judicatures ; the partieahtr articles of trade and Cfmmieroa 
o£ Btemen, Harburg, and Stade ; the details aad vahie of 
ihemmesoftheHartz. Two or three sfaonbookswittgif«iyin 
the outlines af all these things ; and emifversacloa tarneil 
upon those subgeots will da the rest, and bettor than baokt 
oan. 

Kemen^ber of all tiiiitgs to ^peak nothhig but German 
there ; make it (to express myself • pedantically) your vemi^ 
cular lan^juage ; seem to prder it to aay other ; can it your 
favourite hM^uf^^ aad study to tl^9$k h with .purity aad 
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Aghnefjif >tiKM«ay. Tlfe irifi not only mtlce foa per* 
Settm k, but irill piemse, and nuke foor eonrt there^ iie^ 
ler tlumaoy thing, wf j^rypot of buigiuagef ; did yoa im* 
peove jour Italian irfaile yoa vere at Paris, or did yoo for- 
get it ! Had you « naflter there ; and what Italian books 
4kl yaa read tridi him ? If yon are maiter of Kalian^ I 
woold have yotf aftenraids, by the first cOnTenient opportn* 
jiit^r* lewu Spanadiy whieh you may teiy eaaly and in a very 
Ittle timedo ; yon wiO then, in the course of yoor fi>reigB 
tiwiinfMS aeTer be obliged to enyploy, {Hiy» or tnnt, any titm- 
'islar, for any Bttropean language. 

JLb I loro to provide etentnafly lor eveiy tlung that eatt 
yosaiMy happen, I wiU aappote the worst that ean befall yoa 
nt Hanover. In that ease, I would have jroa go immediately 
to the doke of Neweastle, and beg Ids graee^s advice, or 
ftntherorderSywhatyottshooIddos adding, that his advico 
"Will alvajra be olniers to yoo. Yon wiB tell him, that, though 
ytn are exoeedmg^ mortified, yon are mush less so, tiiai» 
yoa dnwld otiierwise be, ftom the cooaideration, that being 
tttteily mikuwn to his M ' , his objection could not be 
peraooid to^bu, and cocdd only arise from eireumstances^ 
which it was not in your power other to prevent or remedy s 
that, ifhis grace thought that your eontiauing any longer them 
-woold be disagreeable, you entreated him to teB you so ; andi 
Aat opon ihe whole, you referred yourself entirdy to him, 
whose orders you should most scropuloosly obey. But this 
precaution, 1 dare say, is ex aiundanti, and wHl prove un* 
neeessary ; however, it is always lig^t to be prepared for aU 
•vents, the worst as well as the best : it prevents hurry and 
•nrpriie, two dangerons aitnations ui bonness ; for I know no 
one thing so useful, so necessary in all bosmess, as great cool* 
ness, steadincas, and Bongfririd: they give aa incredible ad* 
vantage oyer whomever one has to do with. 

I have reemed ywp letter of the 15tb, K. S. from Msi- 

enee, where I find that you have diverted yourself mucbt 

WtterthanI expected. I am very well acqaunted with 

eoantCobentMrvcteatlerbothof partmdbWKls. lUi 

TQjUUI. G 
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cbuld have given yoa letters to Bonn, having foritierly resu^ 
ed there himself. Yon witl not be so agreeably electrified, 
■where this lettfer will find you, as you were both at Man- 
heim and Maienee ; but fhope you may meet with a second 
German Mrs. F ■ - d, who may make you forget llie 

two former ones, and practise your German. Such transient 
pasaons will do you no harm ; but, on the contrary, a great 
deal of good ; they wilt refine' your manners, and quicker 
your attention ; they give a young fellow ■ du btilkmt, and 
bring him into fashion ; which last is a great article in setting 
out in the world. 

I have wrote, above a month ago, to Lord Albemarle, to 
thank him for all his kindnesses to you ; but pray have yott 
done as much ? Those are the necessary attentions^ which 
should never be omitted ; especially in the beginning of fife, 
when a character is to be established. 

That ready wit which you sopartiaHy allow me, «nd so 
^(ustly to Sir Charles Williams, may create many admirers- ; 
but, take ray word for it, it makes few fnenda. It shines and 
dazzles like the noon-day sun, but, like that tofe is very apt 
to scorch; and therefore is always feared. ^The milder 
morning and evening light and heat of that planet sooth and 
calm our minds. Good sense, complaisance, gentleness of 
manners, attentions, and graces, are the only things that truly 
engage, and durably keep the heart at long run. Never 
seek for wit ; if it presents itself, well and good : but, even 
in that case, let your judgement interpose ; and take care 
that it be not at the expense of any body. Pope says very 
tnily. 

There are wliom Heaven has blest with store of wit. 
Yet want as much again to govern it. 

And in another place, I doubt with too much truth. 

For wit and judgement ever are at strife. 
Though meant ca<;^ otlier's aid, like man and wife. 
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Tbe Germans are Tery seldom troubled with any exti'aor- 
^diiiaij abuBitioDS or eflfervescenoes of wit, aad it is not pru- 
dent to tiy it upon them ; whoever does^ ojfevidetaoUdo. 

Bemember to write me veiy roioute accouDta of all your 
transaetions at Hanover, for tbej excite "both my impatience 
nfid anxiety. Adieu ! 

LETTER CCLXXXVI. 

. Jjondon, August 4> O. S. 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I AM extremely eoacern^ at the return of your old asth- 
matic complaint, of whic^jjour letter from Cassel, of the 
diSth Juty, N. S. inibrms me. I befieve it is chie% owing to 
yoor own negligenoe ; for notwibistanding the season of the 
year, send the heat and agitation of travelling, I 4arc swear 
yon have not tal^n dne^single dose of gentle, cooling physic, 
«ii)ce that which I made you take at Bath. I hope you are 
Jiow hetter, and in better hancis, I mean in Dr. Hugo's, at 
Hanaver ; he is certainly a very skilful physician, and tlierc- 
fore desire titat you will inform him most minutely of your 
own case, from your first attack in Carniola to tJiis last at 
Marpurgh ; and not only follow his ^prescriptions exactly at 
present, but take his directions with reganl to the regimen 
.that he would have you observe to prevent tlie retui^ns of 
this complaint ; and in case of any returns, die immediate 
applications, whether e;ctemal or internal, that he would 
have yott make use of. Consider, it is very well worth your 
while to submit at present to any course of medicine or t\k% 
to any restraint or confinement, for a time, in order to get 
rid, one^for all, of so troublesome and painful a distemper, 
the retuma of which i^ould equally break in upon your busi- 
ness or your pleasures. Notwithstanding all this, whicli is 
irfain sense and reason, I much fear that, as soon as ever 
you are got out of your present distress, you will liike no 
preventive care, by a proper course of medicines and regi- 
ffien ; hut, like ijaost people of your age, think it impossibte 
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fliatjimetsnrduiiildbeiUagafak. Hvwervw, ifymi win^ 
le witoforyoiir own aake^ I desire yoa %iUbe so for nuDe^ 
and mott serttpaloculy obtfbrve Bk*. Hugo^s prewnt tad fa- 

HaDOver, where I take it far granted yon are, i« at preaeBt 
theaeatand eentre of foreign nego^tiont; there are minis- 
ters from almost ereiy eourt hi Europe ; and jtm liate m 
fine opportunity of displaying with modesty in conTeraatioo, 
yoar knowledge of the matters now in agitatioD. Theehiefl 
tdte to be the election of the king of the Romans^ wlueh, 
(hoQgh I despair of, I heartily wish were brought ababt^ for 
two reasons. The first is, that I think it may prevent a war 
upon the death of the present emperor, who^ though young 
and healthy, may possibly die, as young and healthy people 
often do. The other is, the very reason that isakea aeme 
powers oppose it, and others disUke it, who do n«t openly 
oppose it ; I mean, that it may tend to make die imperial <B^ 
aity hereditary in the house of Austria ; whieh I heartfly 
wirii, together with a very great ioerease of power in the 
empire ; till when, Ciermany will neTer be any thing near a 
match for Franee. Cardinal RibhelieQ showed* his superior 
abilities in notliing more than in thinking no psins nor es« 
pense too great to break the power of the house of Austria 
ia the empire. Ferdinand bad certainly made himself aboo- 
Tote, and the empire consequently formidable to France, if 
that cardinal had not {Mously adopted the Protestant cause, 
and put the empire, by the treaty of Westphalia, in pretty 
-rnuch the same disjointed situation in which France itsdf 
was before LeiKis the Elerenth ; when princes of the blood, 
at the head of provinces, and duket of Brittany, 8cc. ahraya 
opposed, and often gave laws to, the erown. Nothing but 
making tlie empire hereditaxy in the house of Austria can 
give it that strength and efficiency which I wish it had, for 
the sake of the balance of powfer. For, while the princes of 
the empire are so independent of the emperor, so divided 
among themselves, and so open to the corruption of the best 
bidders, it is ridiciikxw to expect tluit Germany erer wiU, c«r 
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can, act as a eompact and well-wiitedbody agaiotit Ftunoe. 
fiat as this aotioa of tuine would as UtUe pleay SBme of our 
JricndSy as jxiany of our enemies, I would not advise you, 
though you shcMild be of the same opinion, to declare ypur- 
aelf too freely so. Could the elector palatine be satisfied, 
which4 confess will be di£Scult, eo(isidering the uatui'e of his 
pretensions, the tenaciousncss and haughtiness of the court 
<^ Vienna, and our iuabilily to do, as we have too often done, 
their work for them ; \ say, if the elector palatine could be 
engaged to give his vote, I should tlunV it would be right to 
proceed to the election with a clear majority of five votes ; 
and Jeave Uie king^ Prussia, and the elector of Cologne, to 
protest and remonstrate as much as ever they please. The 
former is too wise, and the latter too weak in eyeiy respect, 
to act in consequence of those protests. The distiacted situa- 
tkm of France, with its ecclesiastical and puriiaraentary 
qaarrels, not to mention the illness, and possibly the deatli, 
of the dauphin, will make the lung of Prussia, who is eery 
tainly no Frenchman in his heart, very cautious how he acts 
as one. The elector of Saxony will be influenced by tb^ 
king of Poland, who must, be dete;*mined by Kussia, con- 
cerning Ids views upon Poland, wluch, by the by, I hope he 
will never obtaih : I mean, as to making that crown heredi- 
tary in his family. As for. his sons having it by the precarious 
tenuce of election, by wluch bis father now holds it, ct la 
bonne heure. But, should Poland have a good government 
under hereditary kings, there would be a new devil raised in 
Europe, that I do not know who could lay. I am sure, I 
voold not raise him,J:hough on my own side for the present. 

I do not know bow I came to trouble my head, so much 
about politics to-day, which has been so very free from them 
for some years : I suppose it was, bqcausQ I knew that 1 was 
writing to the most consummate politician of this, ami his 
age. If 1 err, you will set me right; * si quid novisti rectius 
istis, candidus impeiti,' &e. 

1 am excessively impatient for your next letter, whicu'I 

expect by the first post from Hanover, to remove my ar .;.^t^,. 

C 2 
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as IhOj^ii win, notoaty mih Kgftrd td yinir h<tiiildl> ImiI 
likewise to other thiriffs/ in the mean timei in the langoage 
of a pedant, but with the tendemefis oC a parent^ Jwfteo u 
bene valere, - 

I«d7 Cheiterfield miikea yon many con^UmentS) andk 
mueh concerned at yourindispodtion. 

LETTER CCLXXXVn. 
A Monsieur de Voltaire, pour lors k Beriin. 

A LandrcBy 27 d^Jhmi^ T. 5. 1752. 

MONSIEim, 
YE m'ini^resse infiniment ^ tout ce qui touche Monfliear 
cP Stanhope, qui aura I'honnear de volu rendre eette let- 
tre ; c'ert poorquoi je prens to liberty de ▼ous !e presenter ; 
je ne peux pas loi en donner une preave plus convaiaqoante. 
11 a beaucouplA, il abeaucoupT^, sitfabien digi^t^ veHd c& 
^ae je ne s^ais pas ^ il n'a q«ie vingt ati8« 11 a d^jit ete k 
Berlin il y a quelqnea ann^es, et e'est poarqnot il y retoame 
\ present ; car k cctte heure on revient an Kord par lea 
ingmes raiaous, pour le^qneHes on alloit il n'y a pas longtems 
au Sud. 

Permettez, Monsieur, queje toos remerde da plidsir et 
lie ^instruction que m'a donne vdtre Histoire du Siede de 
Xiouis XIV. Je ne Tai la encore que quatre fois, e'est que je 
Tottdrois FoubKer an peu avant la einquieme, mais je vois que 
cela m'est impossible ; j'attendrai done I'augmentation que 
Tous nous en aTez promis, mus je vous sappfie de ne me la 
pas faire attendre longtems, Je eroiois s?avoir passablemeat 
I'histoire du si^de de^ Louis XIV, mo'iennant les milHera 
d'histories, de memoires, d'anecdotes, 8ce. que j'en arots \h ; 
jnais TOUS m'ayez bienmontr^quejem'etoistroini)6, etque je 
n'en atois qu'une idee tr^s confose a bien des ^gards, et ti^s 
Xausse a bien d'autres. Que je toos 89ais gr6 surtout, Mon- 
neur, dn jour dans Icquel tous arez mis les foiles et les fa^ 
reurs dea sectes ! Vous emploiez contre ces foos on ees im- 
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pQitminleflarme8«onTeiiftUe«; d'€n emplder d^mtres ee 
nraitlet iniiter : e'ett t»ar leridMUle qa'H iaut lea attaqaer 
c'est pas le m^iiriB qii'il faat tea ptmir. A propos de ees fonty 
je Toua enYo'ie eijointe ane piece tur leur sujet par le fea Ddo- 
teor Swift, laquelle je erois ne von> di6plaira pas.* Elfb n'a 
JBinab ^t^ imprim^e, vod^ en d^Tinerez bien la raisoo, mais 
e&e eat antlientique. J'en ai Torig^nal 6crit de aa propre 
inain. Son Japiter, an joor du jagemetit^ les traite k pen 
pe^B eomme tous les traitez, et comme ils le m^rkent. 

• THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT. 

Written hy Dean Smft / and rtferred t9 in the aboye 
paaaage, 

WITH a vhiri of thought opiM«8i^dy 
I wnk from reyerie to rest. 
AhomdTiBion seise'd taj head ; 
I saw thie graves give up their dead ! 
Jor^, arm'd with terrors, burst the dues* 
And thondler roars, and liglitnuig flies ! 
AmazM, eonfm^d, its fate unknown, 
The world stands trembling at his throne ! 
White each imle sinner hung his head, 
Jove, nodding, shook the heavens, and said : 
' Offending race of human kbd, 
Bj nature, reason, ieamingf bfind ; 
Ton who through frailty stepp'd aside, 
And you who never fell,— </irott^A pride / 
YoQ who in different sects were shamm'd, 
And come to see each other damned ; 
(So some ifblks told you, hut they knew. 
No more of Jove's dengns than you)— 
The world^'s mad huaness now is o'er. 
And I resent these pranks no more. 
—I to such blockheads set my wit ! 
I damn such foob t— --Go, go, you're b(t,* 
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All reste, Monsieur, je voui dirai fhmehemeot, que je mA 
embaii«iiui> sor vdtre sujet, ct que jc ne peux pas me decider 
«ir oe que je soahaiterois de rbtre part. Quand je lis v5tre 
derni^re histmre, je ▼ondrois que vous fussiez tcwijours histo- 
rien ; inais quand je lis vdtre Rome Sauvee (toute mal im^ 
prim6e et d^figurde qu'efle est) je vous voudrois toujours 
poete. J'AToue pourtant qu*il tous reste encore une histiiire 
a ecrire digne de rfttre plume, et dont vdtre plume est teale 
digne. Vbua nous avcz donn^ il y a long terns I'histoire do 
plus grand furieux (je vous demande pardon si je ne peux 
pas dire du plus grand h^ros) de l'£ui*ope. Vous nous avez 
donn6 en dernier lieui ITiistoire du plus grand roi ; donnez 
nous, a present, I'histoire du plus grand et du plus honn&te 
horn me de I'Europe, que je croirois d^grader en appellant 
Roi. Vous Favez toujours devant ros yeux, rien " ne vous se- 
rcut plus facile; sa gloire n'exigeant pas vAtre inTentioit poe- 
tique, mais pouvant se reposer en toute surete sur T6tre v^- 
rit^ historique. H n*a rlen k demander k son liistorien, que 
son premier devoir eomme historien, qui est, * Ne quid 
falsi dicerc audeat, ne quid veii non andeat.' Adieu, Mod- 
neur, je vois bien que jc doss vous admirer de plus en plus toas 
les jours, mais aussije s^aisbien que rien ne pourra jiiroaia 
njouter a reatime et k I'attachment avec lesqudft je mua ae« 
tuellerocnt, 

Votre trfes humble, et 
tr^frob^issant serviteur, 
/ CU£STERFIEIJ>.. 

TRANSLATION. 

London, Augtut 27, O. S, 1753. 
SIR, 

AS a most convincing proof how infinitely I am intci'csted 
in every thing wliich concerns Mr. Stanhope, who will 
have the honour of presenting you this letter, I take the li- 
berfy of introducing lum to you. He has read a great deal, 
he lias seen a great deal ; whether or not he has made a pro« 
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■er use of tint kmnrlfdve, » . iriiat I do not know: he h 
ooijr twoity yeanr of age. He vas at Berlin lome ycttn ag;o, 
and therefore he retnrea thither ; for at pment people are 
attracted towards the Nerth, by the ttme motiTes which hot 
lately drew them to the South. 

Permit me» «ur» to retore yoa thanka for the pleasure and 
iiistmction I hare reoeived from your History of Lewis XIV. 
I liaiw as yet read it but four tiroes, beeanse I wish to forget 
it a Ittfle before I read it a fifth ; but I find that impossible : 
I diaSiherefofre only wait tiH yoa give us the augmeotatioii 
wfaiefa. yott promised : let me entreat you not to defer it long# 
I thought myself pretty ooDrersant in the Mstory of the reign 
of hewn Xiy. hy means of those innumerable histories^ me- 
Bovs^ anecdotes, ht. which I had read rehttive to that pe- 
riod of time. Yon have eonrineed me &at I was mistaken, 
nnAliad upon that snbjeet very confused ideas in many re- 
apeeta, and rery fidse ones in othery. Above all, I cannot but 
afdcnowledgethe obligations we have to jrou, air, for the light 
wiiieh yon have thrown upon the foHies and outrages of the 
diflerent sects : the weapons you employ against those mad- 
men, or those impostors, are the only siutable ones ; to make 
nae of any o^ers would be imitating them { they must be at- 
tasked fay ridieule, and pnnished with contempt. »4 propo9 
of those fanatics ; I send you here enclosed, a piece up<»i diat 
sobjeet, written fay the hite Dean Swift : I believe you will 
not dislikeJt. You -^nll easily guess why it was never printed : 
it is authentic, and I have the original in his own hand-writing. 
His Jupiter, 4it the day of judgement, treaU them much as 
you do, and as they deserve to be treated. 

Give me leave, sir, to tell you freely, that I am embarrass- 
ed upon yonr account, as I cannot determine what it is that 
I wish firom you. When I read yonr last histoiy, I am desi- 
roQs that yoa should always write histoiy ; hot when I read 
your Rome Smrv^e, although ill-printed and disfigured, yet 
I then wish you never to deviate from poetry ; however, I 
confess that there stUl remains one history worthy of yonr 
pe&i and of which your pen alone is worthy. You have Ions 
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ago giTen us tiie hiatorj of tlie greatest snd most ootrageout 
madman (I ask jqur pardon if I cannot say the greatest hero) 
of Europe : yoil have given us latterly the history of the 
greatest king : giTe us now the histoiy of the greatest and 
most virtuous roan in Europe ; I should think it degrading to 
call him king. To you this cannot be difficult, he is always 
before your eyes ; your poetical invention Is not necessary to 
his glory, as that may safely rely upon your historical can- 
dour. The first duty of an historian is the only one he need 
require from his, ' Ne quid falsi diccre audeat, ne quid vert 
noil audeat.' Adieu, sir ! I find that I must admhre you every 
day more and more ; but I also know that nothing ever can 
add to the esteem and attachment with which I am actually. 
Your most humble, and 

most obedient servant, 

CHESTERFIELa 

LETTER CCLXXXVUL 

London, September 19, O. S, t7St 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

SINCE you have been at Hanover, your correspondence 
has been boUi unfrequent and laeonie. You made in* 
deed one great afibtt in folio on the 18th with a postscript of 
the 2S(1 August, N. S. and since that, * vous avez ratt^ ea 
quarto.' On the Sist August, N. S. ytxi give me no inibrma- 
tions of what I want chiefly to know ; which is, ' what Dr. 
Hugo (whom 1 charged yon to consult) said of your asthmtftic 
complaint, and what he prescribed you to prevent the returns 
of it ; and also what is the company you keep there ; who 
baa been kind and civil to you, and who not 

You say that you go constantly to the parade : and you do 
• very well; for though you are not of that trade, yet military 
matter make so great a part both of conversation and negotia- 
tion, that it is very proper not to be ignorant of them. I hope' 
you mind more than the mere exercise of the troops you see ; 
and that you inform yourself at the same time of the more ma- 
terial details ; such as their pay^ and the difference of it whea 
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\m and oat of quarters ; what is furnished them by the coontrj 
when io quarters, and what is aUowed them .of ammunition^ 
bread, hic. when in the field; the number of men and officers 
in the several troops and oompanies, together with the non- 
oommissiooed officers, asca^ra/«,yrc^capora&, OMpeuadett 
Serjeant^ quarter-masters, &c. ; the eiothing, how frequent, 
how good, and how furnished ; whether by the eolonel, as 
here in finghuid, from what we eall the tff-reckmung^y tiiat 
is, deductions from the men's paj, or by commissaries ap- 
pointed by the goTernment for that purpose, as in France and 
Hojhmd. By these inquiries you will be able to talk militaiy 
with military men, who> in every country in Europe, except 
England, make at least half of all the best companies. Your 
attending the parades has also another good effect, which is, 
that it bring» you of course acquainted with the officers, who 
when of a certain rank and searvioe, are generally very polite 
well-bred people et du bon ton. They have commonly seeu 
a great deal of the world, and of courts ; and nothing eke can 
form a gentleman, let people say what they will of sense and 
learning : with both which a man may contrive to be a very 
disagreeable companion. I dare say, there are very few cap* 
tains of foot who are not much better company tlian ever Des- 
cartes or Sir Isaac Newton were. I honour and respect such 
siqterior geniuses ; but I desire to converse with people. of this 
world, who bring into company their share, at least, of cheer- 
fulness, good-breeding, and knowledge of mankind. In com- 
mon life, one much oftener wants small money, and silver, 
than gold. Give me a man who has ready cash about him 
lor present e3ci>enses : sixpences, shillingsb half-crowns, and 
crowns, which circulate easily : but a man who has only an 
ingot of gold about him, b much above common purpotes, 
and his riches are not handy nor convenient Have as much 
gold as you please in one pocket, but take care always to 
keep change in the other ; for you will much oftener have oc- 
caBion for a shilling than for a guinea. In this the French 
must be allowed to excel aU people in the worid : tb<?y have 
* ua oei-tain entreg^ent, un cnjouement, une aimable legerete 
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ftans la oonv«rtatian, une polkeflse aifl^e et nstarelley tpd pt* 
roit ne leur lien coater,' wliich giye society all iti charms. I 
am Sony to add, but k is too true, diat the EngUah aod the 
Butch are the farthest firom this, of aU the people hi the 
vorM ; I do by no meaaa except even the Swiss. 

Though you did not thmk pr6|»er to inform me, I knov 
fh)m other hands, that you were to go to the Q^' with a 
Corate dc Schullemburgh for eight or ten day, only to see the 
reviews. I know also, that yov had a blister upon your arm, 
which did you a great deal of good : 1 know too, you Imye 
contracted a great friendship with Lord Essex ; and that yoa 
two were inseparable at Hanover. All these things 1 would 
rather have known from you than from others ; and they are 
the sort of things that I am the most desvous of knowing, aa 
they are more immediately rebitive to yoortelf. 

I am very sorry forthe Duchess Of Newcastle's illnen^ full 
as much upon your as^ipon her account, as it hiu hindered 
you from being so much known to the dnke as I could have 
wislied ; use and habit gomga great way with him, as indeed 
they do with most people. .1 have known many people p»> 
tronised, pushed up, and preferred, by those who could have 
given no other reason for it, than that they were used to 
them. We must never seek for motives by deep reasoning, 
but we must find them out by carefol observation and atten- 
tion : no matter what they should be ; but the point is, what 
they are. Trace them up, step by step, from the character 
of the person. I have known * de par le monde,' as Bran- 
tome says, great efiects from causes too UtHe ever to have 
been suspected. Some things must be known, and can nevev 
be guessed. 

God knows where this letter will find you, or follow yoQ ; 
not atHanover I suppose ; but wherever it dofs^ may it find 
yoa io heAth aod pleasure !— Adieu. 



,y Google 



IiETTEKS TO HIS SON. 98 

I£TTER CCLXXXIX 

lAmduh September 2% O. S, 1752. 
JtfTU&AR FRIEND, 

THE day after the date of ro;^ latt, I t^ehred ycnir leltef 
cf the Sth. I approve extremdy of your ioCended progress, 
and am inery glad thatyoa goto the Gohr iHlth Comte Schul- 
femborgb. I vouM ha^e you see every dung with your own 
cyea, «nd bear every ibiog vrkb yonr ovo ears : for I know, 
by irery Vrng experience, that it b very unaafe to trust to. 
otber peoijle's. Vanity and interest cause many misrepre- 
aentatioaa ; and foHy canact many more. Few people bave 
parte emNigh to relate exactly and judiciously : and tbose wbo 
bave, for some reason or other, never fail to ank or to add 



The reception which yon have met with at Hanover, I 
look upon aa an omen of your being wett received every where 
dae ; Ibr, to tell you the truth, it was the place that I dis- 
trusted the most in that particular. But there is a certaui 
•ooduct, there are ceriainet manUre*, that will, and must^ 
get the better of aH diflScultaes of that kind ; it i« to acquire 
Ibem, that yoa still oootinue abroad, and go from cooit to 
court ; tbey are personal, local, and temporal : they aremodea 
which vary, and owe their existence to accident^ whim, and 
humour ; att the sense and reason iu the world would never 
pcmt them out ; nothing, but experience, observation, and 
what is called knowledge of the world, can possibly teadi 
them. For eiMnple, it is re^ectful to bow to the king of 
Englnnd ; it i« disrespectful to bow to the king of France ; 
it is the rule to courtesy to the emperor ; and the pros- 
tration of the whole hotly is requhred by Eastern mon- 
arebs. These are estabfished ceremonies, and mu^ be com- 
plied with I but why tliey were established 1 4^ sense and 
reason to tell us. It is the same among all ranks, where cer* 
tun customs are received, and must necessarily be comptied 
vitb, though by no means the rcsuH of sense and reason. As 
fbr mstanee, the very absurd, though tknoti owvonai o«9< 

YOUHIw D 
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tom^ of drinking people's faiealths. Can there be any Honf; 
in the world less relative to any other man's health, than my 
drinking a glass of wine? Common sense, certainly, never 
pointed it out : bat yet common sense tells me 1 must con- 
form to it Good sense bids one be civil, and endeaToor to 
please ; though nothing but experience and obsenration eaa 
teach one the means, properly adapted to time, place, and 
persons. This knowledge is the true object of a gentleman's 
travelling, if he travels as he ought to do. By frequenting good 
company in every country, he huuself becomes of every couik- 
try; heisnolongeranEngliahman, a Frenchman or anltalian; 
but he is an Europetui ; he adopts, respectively, the best man- 
ners of every country ; and is aFi'cnchman at Paris, aa Ital' 
ian at Home, an Englishman at London. 

This advantage, I must confess, very seldom accrues to my 
countrymen from their travelling ; as they have neither the 
desire nor the means of gettmg into good company abroad t 
for, in the first place, they are confoundedly bashful : and, 
in the next place, they either speak no foreign language. at 
all, or, if they do^ it is barbai^ously. You possess all the ad- 
Tantages that they want ; you know the languages in perfee* 
tion, and have constantly kept the best company in the places 
where you have been ; so that you ought to be an Europeafi. 
Your canvass is solid and strong, your outlines are gixxi ; but 
remember, that you still want the beautiful colouring of Ti- 
tian, and the delicate graceful touches of Guido. Now is 
your time to get them. There is in all good company m 
fashionable air, countenance, manner, and pl^aseology, wl.ieli 
can only be acquired by being in good company, and viery at- 
tentive to all that passes tliere. When you dine or sup at 
any well-bred man^s house, observe carefully how he does the 
bonours of his table to the different guests. Attend to the 
compliments of congratulation or condolence, that you hear 
a well-bred man make to his superiors, to his equals, and to 
his inferiors ; watch even his countenance and his tone of 
voice, for they all conspire in the main point of pleasiti^r. 
There is a certain distinguishing diction qf a man of fasliicii; 
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lie wiH not content himself ivith aaying^ like John Trott, to a 
nev-marricd man, ' Sir, I Hk^ish you much joy ;' or to a man 
who has lost his son, < Sir, I am sorry for your loss;' and both 
with a countenance equally unmoved : but he will say in ef- 
fect the same tiling, in a more elegant and less tririal man- 
ner, and with a countenance adapted, to the occasion. He 
will advance with warmth^ vivacity, and a cheerful counte- 
nance, to the new-married man, and, embracing him, per- 
haps say to him, ' If you do justice to my attachment to you, 
you win judge of the joy that I feel upon -this occasion, better 
than I can express it, &c.' To the other in affliction, he 
will advance slowly, with a grave composure of countenance, 
in a more deliberate manner, and, with a lower voice, per- 
haps say, < I hope you do me the justice to be convinced, that 
I feel whatever you feel, and shall ever be aifeeted where 
yoa are concerned.' 

Yowr abordi I m^st tell you, was too cold and uniform ; I 
hope it is now mended. It should be respectfully open and 
eheerful with your superiors, warm and animated with your 
eqaajs, hearty and free with your inferiors. There is a farii- 
ionaiile kind of »maU talk, that you should get ; whieb, tri- 
fling as it is, is of use in mixed companies, and at table, es- 
peciadly in your foreign department ; where it keeps off cer- 
tain serious subjects, that might create disputes, or at least 
.cobliiess for a time. Upon such occasions it is not amiss to* 
know how to parler cumne, and to be able to dissert upon the 
growth and flavour of wines. These, it is true, are veiy little 
ti)ini;;s ; butthoy are little tilings that occur very (^ten, and there- 
fore shotild be said * avec gentillesse et grace.' I am sure they 
must fall often in your way ; pray take care to catch them. There 
is a certain language of conversation, a fashionable diction, of 
which cA^ery gentleman ought to be perfectly master, in what- 
ever langiiage he speaks. The French attend to it carefully, 
and with great reason ; and their language, which is the lan- 
guage of phrases, helps them out exceedingly. That delica. 
cy of diction is diaracteristical of a man of fashion and good 
company. 
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1 eodld write folios upon Ijhis salijcct, and not exYianst it; 
but I tbink, ftnd hope, that to you I need not. Yoii have 
heard .and seen enough to be convinced of the truth and im- 
portance of whaA I have been so long ineolcatinginto joa upon 
these pofaitB. Haw happy am I, and how happy are ytn, mj- 
dear ehSd, thnt these Titian tints and Guido graces arc all 
that you want to complete my hopes and your own character ! 
But then, on the other hand, what a drawback would it be 
to that happiness, if you dtonld never acquire them ! Ire- 
member, when I was of your age, though I had not near so 
good an education as you have, or seen a quarter so much of 
the world, I observed those masterly touches, and iiTcsisti- 
ble graces, in others, and saw the necessity of acquiring them 
myself ; but then an awkward mauvaise hontsy of which I 
had broaght a great deal with me from Cambridge, made me 
ashamed to attempt it, especially if any of my countrymen and 
particular acquaintance were by. This was extremely ab- 
aurd in me ; for without attempting I could never succeed- 
But at last, insensibly, by frequenting a great deal of good 
company, and traitating those whom 1 saw that every body 
liked, I formed myaelf tant bien gtie mal Foi- God's sake^ 
let this last fine varnish, so necessary to give lustre to the 
whole piece, be the sole and single object now of your utmost ' 
attention : BerUn may contribute a gi-eat deal to it if you 
please ; there are all the ingredients that compose it. 

Jtprop99 of Berlin ; while you are there, take care to seem 
ignorant of all ixilitical matters, between the two courts ; 
ludi as the afiairs of Ost-Frise, and Saxe Lawemburg, &c. 
and enter into no conversations upon those points : however, 
be as well at court as you possibly can ; live at it, and make 
one of it ShouM General Keith offer you civilities, do not 
fledine them ; but return them however without being * en* 
iant de la maison chqp lui :' say < des choses fiatteuses* of the 
iT>yal family, and especially of his Prussian majesty, to those 
who are the most like to repeat them. In short, make your- 
self well there^ withoHt making yourself tn tomewhere eUe^ 
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Make compliments from me to AJgvotti, and eonvene witk 
him in Italian. 

Igo next week to the Bath, for a deafness, wluch I ha?e 
been i^gued with itda four or five months ; and whieb I am 
assured that pumping my head will remove. This deafioets, 
J own, has tiied my patience ; as it has cut me off from to- 
cietv, at an age, when I had no pleasures but those left. In 
the mean time, I have, by reading and writing, made ray 
eyes supply tlie defect of my ears. Madame H j , I suppose, 
entertained both yours alike ; however, I am very glad you 
were well with her ; for she is a good prvneuae^ and puf& 
are very useful to a young fellow at his enti-ance into the 
world. 

If you should meet with Lord Pembroke :^n, any where, 
make him many compliments from me ; and tell hini» 1 should 
have written to him, but that I knew how troublesome an 
old correspondent must be to a young one. He is mudi com* 
xncndcd in Uie accounts from Hanover. 

You will stay at Berlin just as long as you like it, and no 
longer ; and from thence you ai-e absolutely master of your 
own motion.s, either to the Hague, or to Brussels; but I 
think you had better go to the Hague first, because that from 
thence Brasscls will be in your way to Calais, which is a 
much better passage to England tlian fi-om Helvoetsluys. 
The two courts of Uie Hague and Brussels arc worth your 
«eehjg ; and you will see them both to advantage, by means 
of Colonel Yorke and Dayrolles. Adieu. Here is enough foi* 
this time. 

JLETTER CCXC. 

London, September 26, 0. S, 1752- 
3VIY DEAR FRIEND, ^ 

AS you chiefly emplojorrather wholly engross my thoughts, 
I see evci-y day with inci*casing pleasure tlie (air pros- 
IK!ct which you have before you. 1 hud two views in ycui- 
education : Uiey draw ncaier and nearer, and 1 have iko* 
. D2 
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yi&ty little femm to distra^yctar nuswering them fully. Tho^e 
two vrere^ parliamcDtary and foreign affiui's. In consequence 
of llioBe tiewsi I took earCj first, to give you a sufficient stock 
of BOHiid learnings and next an early kuoik'Iedge of the world. 
WitlieKit makmg a figure in parliament, no man can make 
any in tins country ; and eloquence ak>ne enables a man to 
make a figure in parliament, unless it be a very mean and 
• ooDteraptible one, vhich tho^ make there who Gently vote, 
and who do < pedibus irein sentehtiam. Foreign affaira, when 
skilfully managed, and supported by a parliamentary repu- 
tation, lead to whatever is most considerable in this country. 
You have the languages necessary for that purpose, with a 
sufficient fund of historical and treaty knowIe(\ge ; that is to 
say, you have the matter ready, and only want the manner. 
Your objects being thus fixed, I recommend to you to have 
them constantly in your thoughts, and to direct your reading, 
your actions, and your words, to those views. Most people 
think only ex re natd, and few ex profesao : I woidd have 
you do both, but begin wldi the latter. I explain myself : 
Xiay down certain principles, and reason and act consequen- 
tially from them. As for example ; say to yoifrself, *.I will 
make a figure in patliaroent, and, in order to do that, I must 
not only speak, but speak very well. Speaking mere com- 
mon sense will by no means do ; and I must speak not only • 
correedy, l»ut elegantly ; and not only elegantly, btkt eloquent- 
ly. In order to this, I will first take pains to get an habitual, 
but unaffected, purity, correctness, and elegancy of style, in 
my common conversation ; I will seek for the best words, and 
take care to reject improper, inexpressive, and vulgar ones. 
I will read the greatest masters of oratoiy, both ancient and 
modem, and I will read them singly in that view. I will 
fltudy Demosthenes and Cicero, not to discover an old Athe- 
nian or Roman eustot% nor to puzzle myself with the value 
of talents, minas, drachms, and sesterces, like the learned 
blockheads in ti» ; but to observe thdr choice of words, their 
liarmony of diction, their ratfthod, their distribution ; their 
exordia, to etigage tbe faTOor ittd attentioB of their audience ; 
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and their peiorfttions/ to enforce irhat tlie^ hate takl, and 
leave a strong impression upon the pasnons. Nor 'will I he 
pedant enough to neglect the itiodems ; for I wiH likeviie 
study Atterbory, Diyden, Pope, and Bdlingliroke : nay, I 
idR read every thing that 1 do read. In that intention, and 
never cease improving and refining my style npon the best 
models, till at last I become a model of eloquence myself:* 
which, by care, it is in every man's power to be. If you set 
<ftit npon this principle, and keep it constantly in your miiMf, 
every company yoa go into, and every book you read, will 
contribute to your improvement, either by shoving yon what 
to imitate, ^r what to avoid. Are you to give an account of 
any thing to a mixed company, or are you to endeavour to 
persuade dther man or woman ; this principle, fixed in your 
mind, wiU make you carefully attend to the choice of your 
words, and to the clearness and harmony of your diction. 

So much for your parliamentary object : now to the foreign 
one. 

JLiaj down first those principles which are absolutely neces« 
flary to form a skilful and saocessfiil negotiator, and form 
yourself accordingly. What are they ? First, the clear his- 
lorical knowledge <^ past transactions of that kind. That 
you have pretty well already, and will have daily more and 
more ; for, in consequence of that principle, you will read 
liistery, memdrs, anecdotes, ke. in that view chiefly. The 
other necessiiry talents fi)r negotiation are ; the great art oS 
pleasing, and engaging the affection and confidence, not only 
of those with wlwm you are to co-operate, but even of those 
whom you are to oppose ; to conceal your own thoughts and 
Tiews, and to cUscovcr other people's ; to engage other peo- 
plelt confidence, by a seeming checr%il frankness and open- 
ness, without going a step too far ; to get the personal favour 
of the king, prince, ministers, oi* mistress, of the court to 
which you arc sent ; to gain the absolute command over your 
temper and your countenance, that no heat may provoke you 
to say, not no oliangc of c<»ntenanee to betray, what should 
be a secrcft TofamiUarize and domesticate yourself in the 
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lioufles of the most consideTaUe people of the place> so as tp 
be received there rather as % friend to the family, than as » 
foreigner. Having these principles constantly in y ou^ thoughts* 
every tlung you do, and every thing you say^ will some way 
or other tend to your main view ; and common conversation 
Tvill gradually fit you for it. You will get a habit of checking 
any rising heat ; you will be upon your guard against any id- 
discreet expression ; you will by degrees get the command 
of your countenance^ so as not to change it upon any the 
xnosL sadden accident ; and you will> above all things, labour 
to acquire the great art of pleasing, without which nothing is 
to be done. Company is, in truth, a constant state of nego- 
tiation ; and, if you attend to it in that view, will qualify yoa 
for any. By tlie same means that you make a friend, guard 
against an enemy, or gain a mistress ; you will make an ad- 
vantageous treaty, baffle those who counteract you, and gain 
the court you are sent to. Make this use of all the company 
you keep, and your very pleasures will make you a .success- 
ful negotiator. Please all who are worth pleasing ; offend 
none. Keep your own secret, and get out other people's. 
Keep your own temper, and artfully warm other people's* 
Counter-work your rivab with diligence and dexterity, but at 
the same time with the utmost personal civility to them ; 
and be firm without heat : Messieurs d'Avaux and Servien 
did no more than this. I must make one observation, in con- 
firmation of this assertion ; which is, that the rarst eminent 
negotiators have always been the politest and best-bred men 
in comi)any ; even what the women call the pi^etHett men. 
For God's sake, never lose view of these two your capital 
objects : bend everjr thing to them, try ever^ thing hj their 
rules, and calculate every thing for their purposes. tN'hat is 
peculiar to tliese two objects is, that they require nothing, but 
what one's ow;n vanity, interest, aud pleasure, M'ould make 
one do independently of them. If a man were never to be 
in business, and always to lead a private life, would he not 
desire to please and to pei-suade ? So that, in your two des« 
tiaations, your fortune and figui'e luckily conspire with your 
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mmity nd joor plaisores. Kay, more ; a foreign minSBter, 1 
wiO nudntam it, can never be a good maa of baaiiiess, if he ia 
not an agreeable min of pteasore too. Half his baaiiiess is 
done faf the help of his pieawres : his views are earried on, 
and perhaps best, and noit onsuspeetedly, at ballsy nippers, 
assembiies, and parties of pleasure ; by intrigues witii wo- 
sien, and eonnexions insensibty formed irith meo^ at those 
VDguarded hoars of amas^nent* 

These objects nov draw very near yon, and yoo have n4 
time to kwe m preparing yoorseif to meet them. Yotf will 
be in parliament almost as soon as yonr age viU aRow ; and 
1 believe yon iHU have a foreign department still sooner, and 
that will be earlier than ever any body had obe. If yon set 
€nt well at onc-hnd-twenty, what may yon not reasonably 
jbope to be at one-and<*£orty ? All that I eoold widi yoa ! 
Adieu. 

LETTER CCXCI. 

LonSon^ September 89, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Tl-IERE is nothing so neeessaiy, bat at the same time 
there is nothing more difficult (I know it by experience) 
for yoa yonng fellows, than to know how to behave yourself 
prudently towards those wliora yoa do not like. Your passions 
arc warm, and your heads are light ; you hate all those who 
Appose your views, either of ambition or love ; and a rival, 
in dther, is almost a synonymous term for an enemy. When- 
ever you meet such a man, you are awkwardly cold to him, 
at hest ; but dftfn rude, and always desirous to give him some 
indirect slap. This Is unreasonable ; for one ronn has as good 
' a right to pursue an employment, or a mistress, as another : 
hot it is, into the bargain, extremely imprudent ; because 
you commonly defeat your own purpose by it, and, while you 
are contending with each other, a thh^ often prevails I 
grant you that the situation is irksome ; a man cannot help 
thinking as he thinks, nor feeUng what he feels; audit U " 
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very tender and acre point to be thwarted and counter-woiiL- 
ed in one's pursuits at eourt, or with a mistress : but pra- 
dence and abilities must check the effects^ tliough they cannot 
remove the cause. Both the pretenders makes themselves 
disagreeable to their mistress, when they spoil the ebmpany 
by their pouting or their sparring } whereas, if one of thena 
has command enough over himself (whatever he may feel in- 
wardly) to be cheerful, gay, and easily and unaflTectcdly civil 
to the other, as if there were no manner of competition be- 
tween them, the lady will certainly like him the best, and hia 
rival win be ten times more humbled and discouraged ; for 
he will look upon such behaviour as a proof of the triumph 
and security of his rival ; he vriil grow oati*agcons with the 
lady, and the warmth of his reproaches will probably bring 
on a quarrel between them. It ia the same in business ; 
where he who can command his temper and his countenance 
the best will always have an infinite advantage over the other. 
This is what the FreHoh call < unproc^6 honn6t6 et gahmt*' 
torque yourself upon showing particular civilities to a num, 
to whom lesser minds wAild in the same case show dislike* 
or perhaps rudeness. I would give you an instance of this in 
my own case ; and pray remember it, whenever you come 
to be, as I hope you will, in a like situation. 

When I went to the Hague, in 1744, it was to engage the 
Dutch to come roundly into the war, and to stipulate their 
quotas of troops, £cc. Your acquaintance, the Abbe de la 
Ville, was thereon tlie part of France, to endeavour to hin- 
der them fi-ora coming to war at all. I was informed, and 
very sorry to hear it, that he had abilities, temper, and indus- 
try. We could not visit, our two masters being at war ; but 
the first time I met him at a third place, I got somebody to 
present me to him ; an(kl told tiira, that though we were to 
be national enemies, I flattered myself we might be, however, 
personal friends : witli a good deal more of the same kind, 
which he returned in full as polite a manner. Two days 
aftem'ards, I went, eariy in Uie morning, to solicit the dcjiU- 
ties of Amsterdam, where I found I'Abb^ de la Vflle, w]^ 
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had been beforehftnd with me ; npm whidi I addressed mj'- 
adir to the deputies^ and said, smilingly, * Je suis btenfUche, 
MeaaieBrs, de trouver mon ennemi avec tous ; je le connoiB 
<lej^ aasez pour le craindre : le partie n'est pas ^gsie, mais 
je me fie k tos propras interSts eontre les talens de mon en- 
Bemi ; et au moins, si je n'ai pas eu le premier mot, j'aurai 
le dernier aujourd^hoi. They smiled : the Abb6 was pleased 
-with the compliment, and the manner of it, stayed about a 
quarter of an hoor, and then left me to my deputies, with 
ivhom T eontinued upon the same tone, thon^ in a very se- 
rious manner, and told them that I was only come to state 
theu* own true interest to IJiem, plainly and singly without 
any of those arts, which it was very necessary for my friend 
to make use of to deoeive tliem. I carried roy point, and 
«ontliiued my proe^de-Mfith the Abbe ; and, by this easy and 
polxte commerce with him at third places, I often found means 
U^ fiflh out from him whereabouts he was. 

Kemember, there are but two prw^d^s in the world for a 
gentleman and man of parts ; either extreme politeness, or 
knocking down. If a man notorioissly and designedly insults 
and aflfi'ontsyou, knock him down ; but, if he only injures 
you, your best revenge is to bcexti*emely civU to him in your 
oiitward behaviour,* though at the same time you counterwork 
hira, and return him the compliment, perhaps, with interest. 
This is not perfidy, nor dissimulation : it would be so, if you 
were at tlie same time, to make professions of esteem and 
friendalup to this man ; which I by no means recommend^ 
hut, on the eontraiy, abhor. AU acts of civility are, by com- 
mon consent, understood to be no more than a conformity to 
custom for the quiet and cou\-cniency of society, the agrimena 
of which are not to be distiu-bcd by private dislikes and jea- 

* I am very sony, gentlemen, to find my enemy with 

you. INfy knowledge of Iiis capacity is already sufficient to 

make nic fear l»im : wc are not upon equal terras ; but I 

. trust to your own interest, against his talents. If I have not 

this day liad the first word, I shall at least have the last. 
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louflei. Only women wkdlittte minds fout and ipMP for 1k« 
eateruinment of the eompany, that slways faio^ at, and 
never pities them. For mj own part, though 1 wtwld faj no 
means giye up any point to a eompetitor, yet I wookl pique 
myself upon showing him rather more eivihty than to ano- 
ther man. In the first place, tbisproc^ infamWy makes 
all iea rieur$ of your side, whieh is a considerable party ; and 
hi the next place, it certainly pleases the object of the com- 
petition, be it either man or -woman ; whon^er fiul to say, 
upon such an occasion, that thof mwt van ywL hone behaved 
jfouraelfverif handsomely in the -whole ajfeir. The worid 
judges from the appearances of things, and not from the re- 
ality, which few are able, and stiU fewer are inclined, to la- 
tbora; and a man who will take care always to be in the 
right in those things, may afford to be sometimes a little m 
the wrong in more essential ones ; there is a willingness^ k 
desire, to excuse him. With nine people an ten, good4ireed- 
ing passes for good-nature, and they take attentions for good 
ofiioea. At nourts there wUI be alwi^s ooMnessies, disSkcs, jen- 
loooes^ and hatred ; the hanrest being but small in proportioQ 
to the number of labourers; but then, as they arise often, 
they die aoon, unless they are perpetuated fay the manner in 
which they have been carried on, more than by the matter 
which occasioned them. The turns and vidsatiades of courts 
fi«quently make friends of enemies, and enemies of frienda : 
you must labour, therefore, to aequhw that great and uncom- 
mon talent, of hating with good-breeding, and loving with 
> prudence; to make no quarrel irreconcHeable, by silly and 
unneeessary indications of anger ; and no friends^p danger- 
ous in case it breaki^ by a wanton, indiscreet, and unreserved 
con&lence. 

Few (espeoialfy young) people know how to lovt, or how 
10 hate ; their love is an unbounded weakness fatal to the 
person they love : their hate is a hot, rash, and imprudent 
violence, alwa^ fatal to themselves. Nineteen fathers in 
twenty, and every mother, who had loved you half as well as 
i do, would have rulnod you ; whereas, I always made yo^L 
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Heel tbe irei^t of my anthoii^^ tba|_ jFoa va^jbi one day 
kaofw the force of my love. Now, I both hope and believe, nqr 
advice viU have the same weight nith yoa from cboicey that 
my anthority had from neceasity. My adrioe is jast eight- 
aad-thirty years older than your own, and consequently, Ibe- 
Jieve yoa think, rather better. As for your tender and pleas-* 
urable passions, manage them yourself: but let me have the 
direction of all the others. Your ambition, your figure and 
ygor fonune, will, for some time at leas^ be rather safer in 
my kc^iog than in your owr. Adieu. 

I£TT£R CCXCU. 

JBath, October 4, 1752. 
Mr DBAB PJEUEND, 

1 CONSIDER you now as at the eourt of Augustus, where, 
if ever the desire of pleasing anunated you, it must make 
you eaoert all the means of doing it. You will see there, full 
as well^ I dare say, as Horace did at Rome, how states are 
defended by arms, adorned by-manners^ and improved bj 
laws. Nay, yov have an Horace there, as wdl as an Augus- 
tus: 1 need not name Voltaire^ *^\A nil moUtur inept^.* as 
Horace himself said of another poet» I have hitely read over 
afi his works that are published, though I had read them 
more than once beiire. 1 was induced to this by hi» Siide 
ie Lmda X/K, which I have yet read but four times. In 
reading over all his works, with more attention, I aippose, 
than before, my former admiratioB of him is, I own, turned 
into astonisbment. There is no bne kiod of writing in which 
he has not excelled. You are so severe adassic, that I qoes> 
tion whether you will allow me to cdl his Bemiade an epic 
poem, for want of the proper number of gods, devils,, witch- 
es, and other absurdities, requisite for the machinery ; which 
naehinety is, it seems, necessary to constitute the. epopee 
But whether you do or not, I will declare (though possiUy to 
nqr own shame), that I never read ah epic poem with near 
ao much pleasure. I am grown old, and KaTe pos^bly last a 
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great deal of that fii<e, vhi^ formerly made me lore fire iir 
others at any rate, and however attended with amoke : but 
now I must 'have all sense, and cannot^ for the sake of five 
righteous lines, forgive m thousand absurd ones. 

In this disposition of mind, judge whether I can read all 
Homer through tout de ndie. I admire his beauties; hat, to 
tell you the truth, when he slumber^ I sleep. Virgil^ 1 cob- 
iess, is all sense, and therefore I like him better tihan hia 
model ; but he is often languid, espeeially in his five or six 
last books, during which I am obliged to take a good deal of 
snuiC Besides, I profess myself an ally of Turnus's, against 
the pious JEneas, who{, like many toi-disant pious people, 
does the most flagrant injustice and violence, in order to ex- 
ectKe what they impudently call the will of Heaven. But 
what will you say, when I tell you truly, that I cannot poasi- 
hly read our countryman Milton through ? I acknowledge 
him to have some most sublime passages, tome prodigious 
flashes of light ; but then you must acknowledge that light is 
often followed by darhnets visible, to use his own expression . 
Besides, not having the honour to be acquainted with any of 
the parties of his poem, except the man and llie woman, the 
characters and speeches of a dozen or two of angels, and of 
as many devils, are as ranch above my reach as my enter- 
tain men t. Keep this secret for me : for, if it should be known, 
I should be abused by every tasteless pedant, and every so- 
lid divine, in England. 

Whatever I have said to the disadvantage of these three 
poems holds much stronger against Tasso's Glenisalemme : • 
it is true, he has very fine and glaring rays of poetry ; hot 
then they are only meteors ; they dazzle,' then disappear, 
and are succeeded by false thoughts, poor concetti, and ab- 
suixl impossibilities : witness the Fish and Parrot ; extrava- 
gancies unwoilhy of an heroic poem, and would much bet- 
ter have become Ariosto, who professes le coffUcmrii. 

I have never read the Lusiade of Gamoena^ except in a 
prose translation, consequently 1 have never read it at all, so 
alMll say nothing of it ; but the Memiadc is all sense, fron 
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the faeginniDg to the end, ofteiv adorned by the jnatest and 
Inrektt reflectioDS, the most beautiful descriptioDS, the no- 
Nest images, and the sublimest sentiments ; not to mention 
the harmony of the verse, in -which Voltaire undoubtedly ex- 
ceeds all tiie French poets : should you inastuponan excep- 
tion in fa-vour of Racine, I must insist, on my part, that he at 
least equals him. What hero ever interested more than Henry 
the Fourth, vho, according to the rales of epic iioetry, car- 
ries on one great and long action, and succeeds in H at last I 
What description ever excited more horror than those, first 
of the massacre, and then of thefiimine, at Paris? Was love ^ 
ev^r painted widi more truth and tnorUdezza than in the 
Binth book ? Not better, in my mind, even in the fbiutli of 
Virgil. Upon the whole, with all your dassioal rigour, if you 
win but suppose St, JbovU a god, a devil, or a witch, and that 
lie appears in person* and not ip a dream, the &7iriade will 
"be an epic poem, according to the strictest statute-laws of 
the epopee ; but in my court of equity it is one as it is. 

I oould expatiate as mush upon all his different works, but 
that I sfaoold exceed the bounds of a letter, and run iiito a 
^Baserutkn. How delightful is his history of that northern 
brate, the king of Sweden ! for I cannot call him a man ; 
and I should be sorry to have him pass for 9^ hero;, out of re- 
gard to those true heroes, such as Julius Cssar, Titus, Tra- 
jan, and the present king of Prussia ; who cultivated and en- 
eouraged arts and sosences ; whose animal courage was ac- 
companied by the tender and social sentin^ents of humanity ; 
and who had more pleasure in improving, than in destroying 
Jheir fellow-creatures. What «an be more touching, or more 
interesting, what more nobly thought, or happily expressed, 
than all his dramatic pieces ? What can be more clear and 
rational than all his philosophical letters I and what ever was 
io gnieeful, and genteel, as all liis Uttle poctiQal ti'ifles ? You 
are fortunately ^ porite of verifying, by your knowledge of 
the man, all that 1 have said of his works. . . 

Monsieur de Maupertuis (whom I hope you will get ac- 
quainted with) is, what one rarely meets withj deep in ^hi- 
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UfBophymA mftthematics, and yet < honn^te ettamaUehoni-- 
nie ;' AlgaroUiift young Fontenelle. Sueh men must neees- 
sfiiHly give yoa the deare of pleasng them ; and if you earn 
frtquent them, tbeir acquaintance vill furniah yoa the meana 
of i^eaung eTery body else. 

apropos of pleaang ; your pleasing Mrs. F— d is expect* 
ed here in two or three days ; I will do alUhat 1 can for yo« 
^th her : I think you carried on the romance to the third or 
fiftirth volume ; I will continue it to the deveath ; but as for 
the twelfth and l^st^ you must come and eoodude it yourself. 
'* Nod sum qualis eram.' 

Good night te ypu» cfaildt for 1 am going to bed, just afc 
the h^pr at whi<i& 1 suppose you are beginnhig to liTe^ at 
Berlin. 

C£TTBB CCXCm. 

Bath, MwnUfer 11, 1752. 

MTDEARFRIBKB, 

IT is a Tery old and very true maxim, that those kmga 
reign the most secure, and the most absoiate^ who reign 
in the hearts of their people. Their pc^ularity is a better 
guard tiian their army ; and the affections of their subjeets, 
a better pledge of tbeir obedience, than their fears. This 
role is, in proportion, fidl as true, though upon a different 
scale, with regard to prirate people. A man who posseasca 
that great art of pleasng uniTersally, and of gaining the aiiec* 
tions of those with whom he converses, po^sses a strengdi 
which nothing else can give him ; a strength, which faeifi^ 
tates, and helps his rise ; and which, in case of accidents, 
breaks his fall. Few people of your age sufficiently eonsider 
this great point of popular!^ ; and, when they grow older 
and wiser, strive in vain to recover what they lost by their 
negligence. There are three principal causes that hmder 
them from acquiring this useful strength ; pride, inattention, 
and mauvaise honie. The first 1 will not, I cannot, suspect 
you of; it is too much below your uadentanding. You oai^ 
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not, and I am sore yon do not, think yoarself mperior hf 
nature to the Savoyard who cleans yoar room, or footman 
who cleans your shoes ; hut you may rejoice, and with rca* 
son, at the diflerence that fortune has made in your favour. 
Enjc^ all those advantages ; but without insulting those who 
are unlbrtunate enough to want them, or even doing any 
thing unnecessarily that may remind them of that want. For 
my own part, 1 am more upon my guard as to my behaviour 
to my s^nrants, and others who are called my inferiors, than* 
I am towards my equals ; for fear of being suspected of that 
mean and ungenerous sentiment, of desiring to make others 
feel that difference which fortune has, and perhaps, too unde- 
servedly, made between us. Young people do not enough attend 
to this ; but fiibely imagine that the imperative mood, and ft 
rough tone <^ authority and decision, are indications of siiirit 
and courage. Inattention is alwayslookcd upon, thougli some- 
times I unJQsd^^ as the eflfect of pride and contempt ; and 
irhere it is thought so, is neTcr forgiven. In this article, 
young people are generally exceedingly to blame, and offend 
extremely. Their whole attention is engrossed by their par- 
ticular set of acquaintance ; and by some few glaring and ex- 
alted objects, of rank, beauty, or parts ; all the rest they 
thmk so little worth their care, that they neglect even comr 
raon civility, towards them. 1 will fraukty confess to you, 
that this was one of my great faults when I was of your age. 
Very attentive to please that narrow coort<oircle, in which 
I stood enchanted, 1 considered every thing else as bourgeois^ 
and unworthy of common civility ; I paid my court assidu- 
ously and skilfully enough to shining and distinguialied figures, 
such as mmisters, wits, and beauties ; but then I most ab- 
surdly and imprudently neglected, and consequently offended 
all others. By this folly 1 made myself a thousand enemies 
of both sexes j who, though I thought them very insignificant, 
found means to hurt me essentially, where I wanted to rc- 
eomraend myself the most. I was tliought proud, tliough I 
was only iropradent A general easy civility and attention to 
the commofinm of ugly women and of middling men, both 
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-which I siRflf thought, oaBed, and treated as, odd people 
Would have made me as many friends, as by the eontrai^ 
Conduct I made myself enemies. AU this too was d pure 
perte / for I might equally, and even more successfully, have 
made my court, where I had particular views to gratify. 1 
will aHow that this task is often very unpleasant, and tiiat one 
pays with some unwillingness, that tribute of attention to doll 
and tedious men, and to dd and ugly women ; bnt it Is the 
lowest price of popularity and general applause, which are 
very well worth purchasing, were they much dearer. I eoD- 
clude this head with this advice to you : Gain by particular 
assiduity and address, the men and women you want ; and« 
by an universal civility and attention, please every body so 
for, ' as to have their good word, if not their good will j or^ 
at least, as to secure a partial neutrality. 

Mauvaise konte not only hinders young people from mak- 
ing a great many friends, but makes them a great many 
enemies. They are ashamed of doing the thing that they 
know to be right, and would otherwise do, for fear of the 
momentary laugh of some fine gentlemen or lady, or of some 
mauvais plaisant. I have been in this case ; and have often 
wished an obscure acquaintance at the devil, for meeting, and 
taking notice of me, when I was in what I thought and called 
fine company. I hav<; returned tlieir notice shily, awkwardly^ 
and consequently offensively, for fear of a momentary joke ; 
not considering, as I ought to have done, that die vcty people 
who would have joked upon me at first, would have esteem- 
ed me the more for it afterwards. An example expkuns a 
rule best : Suppose you were walking in tlie Thuilleries vrith 
some fine folks, and that you should unexpectedly meet your 
old acquaintance, little crook^ Gricrson ; what would yon 
do ? -I will tell you what you should do, by telling you what 1 
would now do in that case myself. I would run up to him* 
and embrace liim ; sty some kind things to him, and tlieft 
retura to my company. There I should be immediately ask- 
ed : * Mais qu'est-ce que c'est done que oc petit sapajou 
«2ue V0U9 avez erabrasse si tendrement I Poor cela TacGoladc 
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ait^4ibannflDte;' vith a great deal more feaUvily of that 
aort To tlua I shoald amfrer, without being the leaat ashara* 
edy bvt en ^adinanf : < O je ae tous dirai pas qui c'est ; e*eat 
on petkami <{ae je tiens iDoognito, qui a soo merite, et qui, k 
ibree d'etre ooomi^ fait oahUer aa figure. Que me donnerea* 
Yooa, et je Taos le preaenterat V And then, with a Cttte nore 
aerioosieas, I would add ; * Maia d'aSUeura c'eat que je lie 
flesaToue jamaia ihes eonnoissanees, k cause de leor ^tat ou 
de leor figure. 11 fiiut ayoir bien peu de sentimenta pour le 
faire/ This would at onoe put an end to that momentaiy 
pleasantly, and give them all a better opinion of me than they 
had befi>re. Suppose another ease ; and that some of tlw 
finest ladiea du bon ton should come into a room, and find 
you sitting by, and talkbg politely to^ la vieiUc Marquise de 
BeDefondfl^ the joke would, for a moment, turn upon that 
Ute d tSte. ' He bien ! avez-Tous k la fin fix^ la belle mar 
^se ? La partie est-elle faite pour Ic petite maison 1 le sou- 
per sera galaat sans doute. Mais ne fais-tu done point sqiu- 
pule de s^dnire nne jeune et aimable personne f»mme ccll^ 
la ?* To this I should answer : * La partie n'^toit pas enoore 
Ujiat-k (ait fiee, tous nous arez iaterrompu ; mais avee le 
terns que sait^on ? lyailleurs, moquez-vous de mes amours 
tant qu'il vous pUira, je tous dirai que je respecte tant les 
jeunes dames, que je respecte m^me les Tieillcs, pour f avoir 
^t6. Apr^s eela il y a souvent des liaisons entre les vieilles 
et les jeunes.' This would at once turn the pleasantry into 
an esteem for your good-sense and your good-breeding. Pur- 
sue steadily, and without fear or sliaroe, whatever your reason 
tdls you is right, and what you see is practised by people of 
more experience than ymirseif, and o established characters 
of good-sense and good-breeding. 

After all tiiis, perhaps you will say, that it ia imposmble to 
please evei^y body. I grant it : but it does not fi>Uow that 
one should not therefore endeavour to please as many as one 
can. Nay, I will go fiirther, and admit that it is impossible 
for any man not to have some enemies. But this truth, from. 
koog evperien^e^ 1 asaert^ that be vrho hsi the oott |ri«iidr«. 
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and the fewest enemies, is the ^strongest ; will rise iike hS||he8t 
with the least envy : and fall, if lie does fkll, the gentlest, and 
the most pitied. Tliis is siirely an object worth pursiting* 
Pursue it according to the rules I have here given yeu. t 
will add one observation more, and two examples to enforce 
it ; and then, as the parsons say, conclude. 

There is no one creature so obscure, so low, or so poor, 
who may DOt, by the strange and unaccountable changes and 
vicissitodes of human affairs, somehow or otlier, or some 
time ov other, become an useful friend, or a troublesome en- 
emy, to the greatest and riche3t. The late Duke of Ormond 
was almost the weakest ; but, at the same time, the best 
br^d, and most popular man in this kingdom « His educatbn 
in courts and camps, joined to an easy, gentle nature, had- 
^^iven him that habitual afi&bility, those engaging .manners^ 
and those mechanical attentions, that almost suppfied the 
place of every talent he wanted ; and he wanted almost every 
one. They procured him the love oJi all men, witlioat the 
esteem of any. He was impeached after the death of Queen 
Anne, only because that, having been engaged in the same 
measures with those who were necessarily to be impeached^ 
his impeachment, for form's sake, became necessary. But 
he was im'i^eached without acrimony, and without the least 
intention that he sliould suffer, notwithstanding the party- 
violence of those times. The question for his impeachment, 
in the house of commons, was carried by many fewer votes, 
than any other question c£ impeachment ; and Earl Stan- 
Aope, then Mr. Stanhope, and secretary of state, who im- 
lieaohed him, very soon after negotiated and concluded hisk 
accommodation with the late king ; to whom he was to have 
been presented the next day. But the late Bishop of Roches- 
ter, Atterbury, who thought that tlie Jacobite cause miglit 
suffer by losing the duke of Ormond, went in all haste, and 
'prevailed with the XK>or weak man to run away ; assuring 
him, tliat he was only to be gulled into a disgraceful snbraist 
siou, and not to be pardoned in consequence of it. When his 
suUequcDt attainder i>assed, it excited mobs and disturbances 
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f^rcc andconstnun youiself jLo do it. I mean, to converse 
frequently, or rather to be in company^ frequently, wkh.boUi 
men and vonien mnch your superiors in age and rank. I am 
▼ery sensible that, at your age, * vous y entrez pour peu de 
chose, et ro6tne souvent pour rien, et que vous y passerea 
mftme quelques mauvais quart-d'heures ;' but no matter i 
you win be a solid gainer by it : you will see, hear, and leam^ 
the turn and manners of those people; you will gain prema^ 
ture experienee by it ; and it will give you« habit of en- 
gaging and respectful attentions : Versailles, as much as po»« 
. sible, though probaWy unentertaining; the Palais Royal often, 
however dull j foreign ministers of the first rank, frequent* 
ly ; and women, though old, who are respectable and res- 
]>ected for their rank or parts, such as Madame de Puisieux, 
Madame de Nivemois, Madame d'Aiguillon, Madame Geof- 
frain, &c. This sujetHon^ if it be one to you, will cost yon 
but very little these three or four months that you are to paaa 
at Paris, and will bring you in a great deal ; nor will it, nor 
oog^t it, to hinder you from being in more entertaining com- 
pany great part of the day. • Vous pouvez, si vous le voulezi^ 
tirerun grand parti de ces quatre rncas.' May God make 
you do so, and bless you ! Adieu. 

IiETTBR CCXCIV. 

Math, JSTovember 16, 17S2, 

My dear friend, 

VANITY, or, to call it by a gentler name, the desire of 
admiration and applause, is, perhaps^the most universal 
principle of huinan actions ; I do not say that it is the best ; 
and I will own, that it is sometimes the cause of both fooUsli 
and criminal effects. But it is so much oftener the principle 
of right things, that,' though they ought to have a better, yet,j 
considering human nature, that principle is to be encouraged 
and cherished, in consideration of its effects. Where that de« 
sire is wanting, we are apt to be indifferent, listless, indolont^ 
and inert: wedonotexert our powers; and we appear ta 
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\r M ttoeh below ourselves, as the Tunest man Gting can 
deare to appear above vbat he really is. 

As 1 huve made yoamy oonfessor, and do not scrapie to 
oonfess even my weaknesses to you, I will fairly ovn, that I 
had that vanity, that weakaess, if it be one, to a prodigious 
degree ; and, what is more, I confess it without r^p^ntance ; 
nay, I am glad I had it ; nice, if I have had the gc^ fortune 
to please in the world, it is to that powerful and active prina- 
ple tbat I ov^it. I began Ae world, not with a bare desire, 
hut with an insatiable thirst, a rage of popularity, applause, 
said admiration. If this made me do some silly things on one 
liand« it made me, on the other hand, do almost all the right 
liul^SS that I did : it made me attentive and civil to the wo- 
men I disUkedj and to the men I despised, in hopes of the 
applause of both : Uiough I neither desired, nor would I have 
aeoepted, the favours of the one, nor the friendsliip of the 
otber. I always dressed, looked, and talked my best ; and, I 
own, was overjoyed whenever I perceived that by all three, or 
hy any one of them, the company was pleased with me. To 
men, I talked whatever I thought would give them the best 
Gpinion of my parts and learning ; and te women, what I 
iraa sure would please them, flattery, gallantry, and love. 
And moreover^ I will own to you, under the secrecy of con* 
fcssion, that my vanity has very often made me take great 
pains to make many a woman in love with me, if I couki, for 
whose person I would not have given a pinch of snuff. In 
eompany with men, I always endeavour to out-shine, or at 
least, if possible, to equal, the most shining men in it. Thia 
desire elicited whatever powers I had to gratify it; and where 
I oould not, perhaps, shine in the first, enabled me, at least; 
to shine in a second, or third sphere. By tliese means I 
soon grew in fashion ; and when a man is once iniasliion, all 
he doea is right. It was an infinite pleasure to me, to find my 
own farfiion and popularity. I was sent for to all parties of 
pleasure, both of men or women ; where, in some measure, 
I gave the ton. This gave me the reputation of havit'.i; had 
jtottxe wojQa«9 9f «09<Ution; an^A fhftt repula^n^ w^^O^er 
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trpe or false, re«%]got me otherf. With Ikt men I vmII 
Proteui, and assumed evei^ shape, in order^ts pleaae Aem 
all : among the gay^, I vas the gayest ; aaong the grave, the 
gravest ; and I never on^ted the least -attentions of good- 
breeding, or the least oiiiBes of fiieudship, that eould either 
filcase^ or attach them to me : and accordingly I wja 
soon connected with aU Che men of any fashion or figure kk 
town. 

To ilus principle of vanity, which philosqphi^ eaU a mean 
one, and which I do not, I owe great part of the figHMfey 
vliich I have mad^inltfe. I wish yon had as mneh, bail 
fear yon have too Utde of it : and yon seem to have a dcgrcte 
of laziness and listlessne&s about you, that midLes yon indiftr- 
ent as to general applause. This is not in character at your 
age, and would be barely pardonsdbie In an elderly and p^«- 
sopliical man. It is a vulgar, ordinary saying, but it is a very 
true one, that one shouM always put the best foot foremost. 
One should please, sliine, and dazzle, wherever it is possible. 
At Paris 1 am sure yon must observe, * que chaoun se fait va- 
loir autaut qtfil est possible ;* and la Bruyere observes ve«y 
justly,' * qu'on ne vaut dans ce monde que ce qu'on vent va- 
loic :* wherever applause is in question, you will never seen 
Frenchman, nor woman, remiss or negligent Observe t^ 
eternal attentions and politeness that ail people have there 
for one another. ' Ce-n'est pas pom* lours beaux yeux, an 
moins.' No, Ixit for their own sakes, for commendations and 
applause. Le mc then recommend tlus principle of vanity 
10 you ; act upon it meo periculo ; I promise you it will tusa 
to your account. Practise all the arts tiiat ever coquette di<iy 
i2> please. Be alert and indefatigable in making every man 
udraire, and cvei'y woman in love ^ilh you. I can tell yoa 
too, that nothing will cany you higher in the world. 

I have had no letter frbm you since your arrival at Paris^ 
though you must have been long enough there tohave writtfin 
me two or t!n*ee. In about ten or twelve days 1 pit)]K]se 
lba>lBg tliis place, and going tQ LondOB ; I hate foonct con* 
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HAenMebcBeitbymysUjbere, but noi all tfant I wtet 
Make my oooipUmentiB to Lord Albemarle. 

]h£TT£R CCXCV. 

' Bath, Mvember 28, 175^ 
MY DEAB FRIEND, 

SINCE my last to you^ I have read Madame Malntenon'g 
ietteis ; I am sore they are genuioe ; and they both 
eatertained and informed me. They hare brought me ac« 
ipiaintfd with the oharaoter of that able and artful lady, whom 
I sm coovinised that I now know much better, than her tU- 
reeteur the Abb6 de Fenelon (afterwards archbishop d 
Camhray) did, whfen he wrote her the 185th letter ; and I 
Jaaom him better too for that letter. The abbe, though 
Vrimfulof the divine love, liad a great mind to be first min* 
later, andaardinal, in order, no doubt, to have an opportunity 
of doing the more good. His being tUrecteur at that time to 
Madame Maiotenoo seemed to be a good step towards thos^ 
views. She put herself upon him for a saint, and he was 
weak enough to believe it ; he, on the other hand, would 
have pothimself upon her for a saint too, which, I dare say, 
she did not believe ; both of them knew, that it was necessa^ 
wj for them to appear saints to Lewis the Fourteenth, who 
they were veiy sure was a bigot It is to be presumed, nay, 
indeed, it is plain by that 185th letter, that Madame Mainte- 
non had hinted to her directeur some scruples of cofrtcience, 
with relation to her commerce with the king; and which I 
humbly apprehend to have been only some scruples of pna- 
dence, at once to flatter the bigot character, and increase the 
desires, of the king. The pious abb^, frightened out of hii 
wits, lest the king should impute to the directeur any scru- 
ples or difficulties which he might meet with on the part oC 
the lady, writes her the above-mentioned letter ; in which 
be not only bids her, not tease the king by advice and ex- 
hovtationa, bat to have the utmost submission to his will ; 
and, that she saay ootmtake the i^pK9 of that sfabmisnon) 
VOL. TO F 
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Itetellsherj itlsthesamethat San^had for Abcaham; towblcli 
submission Isaac perhaps was owing. No bawd could have writ- 
ten a more seducing letter to an innocent country girl, tlian 
the directeur did to his penitenie ,• who, I dare say, had no 
occasion for lus good advice. Those who would justiiy the 
good directeur^ alias the pimp, in this afTair, must not at- 
tempt to do it, by saying the king and Madame Maintenou 
wei'e at that time inivatcly married; that the directeur 
knew it ; and that this was the meaning of his eiugme. That 
is absolutely impossible ; for that private marriage must have 
t^moved all scruples between the parties ; nay, could not 
have been contracted upon any other principle, since it was 
kept private, and consequently prevented no public scandal. 
It is therefore extremely evident that Madame Maintenon 
coukl not be married to the king, at the time when she scru- 
pled gi'anting, and when tlie cbrec/eur. advised her to grant, 
those favours which Sarah with so niueh submission eranted 
to Abraham ; and what the directeur is- pleased to call le 
w/siere de Dieti, was most evidently a state of concubinage* 
The letters are well worth your, reading ; they throw light 
ujion many things of those times. 

1 have just received a letter from Sir William Stanhope, 
from Lyons, in which he tells rae that he saw you at Pana» 
that he thii^s you a little grown, but tliat you do not make 
the most of it, for that you stoop still ; d^ailleurs his . letter 
was a panegyric of you. 

The young Corate de Scullemburg, the chambellan whom 
you knew at Hanover, is come over with the king, • (^ fait 
aussi vos 61oges.' 

Though, as I told you in my last, I have done buying pic- 
tures by way of virtti, yet there are some portraits of re- 
markable people that would tempt me. For instance, if you 
could by chance pick up at Paris, at a reasonable price, un- 
doubted originals (whether heads, half-lengths, 6r wh(de- 
lengths, no matter) of Cardinals Richelieu, Mazarin, and 
Retz, Monsieur du Turenne, le gi-and Prince 6e Conde ; 
>fcsdamcs de Montcspan, dc Fontangcs, de Montb&son, de 
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^erigD^, de Maintenon, de CheTTcusc, de MoguevlUe, 
d'OloDne, See. I should be tempted to purchase them. I 
am senaible that they can o&ly be met with, by great^ccident, 
at family tales and auctions, so I only meutioa the affair to 
you CYentually. 

I do not understand, or else I do not remember, what af- 
lair you mean in your last letter ; which you think will comq 
tonothmg, and for which, you say, I had once a mind that 
yen should take the road again. Explain it to me. 

I shall go to town in four or fire days, and carry back witli 
me a little more hearing than I brought, but yet not half 
«tioagh for common use. One wants ready pocket-money 
much oftener than one wants great sums ; and, to usf^ a very 
odd expression, I want to hear at sight. 1 love evei-y-day 
flenses, every -day wit and entertainment ; a man who is only 
good on holidays, is good for very little. Adieu ! 

LETTER CCXCVI. 

Christmaa-day, 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A TYRANT, with legions at his commaml, may say, 
<)Oderint mod6 timeant ;' though he is a fool if he say^ 
ft, and a greater fool if he thinks it. But a private man, who 
can hart but few, though he can please many, must endea- 
vour to he loved, for he cannot be feared in general. Popu- 
larity is his only rational and sure foundation. The good- 
will, the affections, the love of the public, can alone raise him 
to any cotiaderable height. Should yon ask me how he is to 
acquire them, I will answer, by desiring them. No man ever 
deserved, who did not desire them ; and no man both deserv- 
ed and desired them, who had them not, though many have 
enjoyed them merely by desiring, and without deserving 
Ihem. You do not imagine, I believe, that 1 mean by this 
iwblic love, the sentimental love of either lovers or intimate 
friends ; no, that is of another nature, and confined to a very 
' oar«le i but I mean that general good-will, which a 
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fnan may acquire in the world, by the arts of plea^g r€t 
8pecti?ely exerted, accoi*dlng to the rank, the ahoatbn, and 
tlie turn of mind, of those whom he hath to do with. The 
pleasing impresdons which he makes upon them will engage 
their affections, and their good wishes, and even their good 
offices, as far (that is) as thejr are not inoonastent with thdr 
own interests ; fijr farther than that you are not ta expect 
from three people in the course of yooi* life, eren were it ei« 
tended to the patriarchal term. Coukl 1 rerert to the age 
of twenty, and carry back with me all the experience that 
forty years more have taught me, I can assure yon that 1 
would employ much the greatest pait of my time in engag- 
ing the good will, and in insinuating myself into the predilee* 
tion, of people in general, instead of dh*ecting my endesivaiPt 
to please (as I was too apt to do) to the man whom I imme- 
diately wanted, or the woman I wittied for, exclusirely of all 
others. For if one happens (and it will sometimes happen 
to the ablest man) to fail in his views with that man or that 
woman ; one is at a loss to know whom to address one's self 
to next, having offended in general, by that exclusive and 
distinguished particular application. 1 would secure a genial 
refuge in the good will of thfe multitude, wliich is a great 
strength to any man ; for both ministers and mistresses 
choose popular and fashionable favourites. A man whosolicita 
a minister, backed by the general good-will and good wishes 
of mankind, solicits with weight and great probability of suc- 
cess : and a woman is strangely biassed in favour of a man« 
whom she sees in fashion, and hears every body speak weU 
of. This useful art of insinuation consists merdy of various 
little things. A graceful motion, a significant look, a trifling 
attention, an obliging word dropped ^Jfropos, air, dres% 
and a thousand other undefinable things, all sererally little 
ones, joined togethfer, make that happy and inestimable 
composition, the art of pleasing. I have in my life seen many 
a very handsome woman who has not pleased me, and many 
▼ciy sensible men, who have disgusted me j Why ? only fi^i 
w^tof tliese thoosai^ lic^e meany to please, vhieh tkom 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1.ETTERS TO HIS SON. €1 

women, eonscioos of their lieautf^ and ^ those men of their 
sense, have been g^rossly enough mistaken to neglect. 1 never 
▼as so much in love in my life, as I was with a woman who 
was very far from being handsome ; but then she was made 
Vp of graces, and had all the arts of pleasing. The following 
verses, which I have read in some congratulatory poem pre- 
fixed to some work, I have forgot which, express what I mean 
in favour of what pleases, preferable to what is generalli' 
called more solid and instructive : 

I woald an author like a mistress try. 
Not by a uosCi a lip, a cheek, or eye. 
But by some nameless power to give me joy. 

Lady Chesterfield bids me make you many compliments ^ 
she showed me your letter of recommendation of La Vestres j 
with which 1 was very well pleased : there is a pretty turn 
in it ; I wish you would always speak as genteelly. 1 saw 
Another letter from a lady at Paris, in which there was a 
high panegyrical paragraph concerning you. I wish it were 
every word of it literally true ; but, as it comes from a very 
BtUe, pretty^ white hand, which is suspected, and I hope just- 
ly, of great partiality to you, « il en faut rabattre quelque 
•hose, et mdme en le faisant il y aura toujoors d'assez beaux 
testes.' Adieu. 

LETTER CCXCVn. 

LoTuhn, JVeiv Tear's-dat/y 1753, 
^ MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT ia now above a fortnight since I have received a letter 
from you. I hope, however, that you are well, but en- 
grossed by the bu»iiess of Lord Albemarle's bureau in the 
roomings, and by business of a genteelcr natupein the even- 
ings; for I willingly give up my own satisfaction to your im- 
provement, either in business or maimers. 
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Hetc have been iMefy imported fcfnttPainB two gentkm^ 
vho; I fihfly were mueii aeqoamtod with yoa there ; Comte 
81^endorf, and Monaiear plairauV the acaderakian. The 
former is a very pretty man, M^eltbred^-aod with a great deal 
of useful knowledge ; for tiiose two things are very consist- 
ent. I examined him about you, thinking Inm a compefent 
judge. He told, * que vous parlies F AHemand oGmme on 
AUemand ; que vous scaidez le droit public de I'Empire piir^ 
faitement bien ; que vous aviez le goftt sAr, et des comicas- 
sances fort ^tendues.' I told faim, that I knew all this very 
well ; but that 1 wanted to know whether yon had * I'airj 
Ics mani^res, les attentions, enfm le biiHant d'un hoBn^ 
homme ;' his answer was, * Mais oui en v^nte, c'cst fort 
bien.' This, you see, is but cold, in Gdfnparison of what I do 
wis]), and of what yon oug^ to wish. Your friend Claimtrf; 
interposed, and said, ' Mais je vous* assure qu'il est fort i)oKi' 
. to which I answered, ' Je le croifs bien, vis-i-vis des Lapona 
Tos amis ; je vous recuse pour jugc,ju8qu' kceqne vou&idiez 
^t6 ddlaponne, au mmns dix ans, parmi les honn^tes gens.* 
These testimonies in your fitvour are such as perhaps you are 
satisiied with, and think sufficient ; but I am Bot : they ar& 
Only the cold depositions of disinterested and uoconeerned 
witnesses, upon a strict examination. When, tipon a triai", 
a- man calls witnesses to his character, and those witnessev 
only say, that they never heard, nor do not know, any ill o£ 
bim ; it intimates at best a neutral and insignificant, though 
innocent character. Now I want, and you Ought to endeavour, 
that ♦ Ics agi-^raens, les graces, les attentions, 8ec,* slwuld bo 
a distinguishing part of your character, and specified of you 
hy people unasked. I wish to hear people say of you, « Ah 
qu'il est airaable ! Quellcs raanieres, qucMes graces, quel art 
de piaire !' Nature, thank God, has given you all the powers 
necessary ; and, if ^hc has not yet, I hope in €rod she will 
give you, the will of exerting tltem. 

I have lately read, with great pleasure, V<dtaire's tvo little 
histories of lea Crotsadea, tmd PEsprit httmain / which \ 
re«ommend to your perusal, if you have not'already ve^ 
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Aem* They are bomid up vith a most poor p^tfbmrtaioe, 
called Mcremiffoe, whicb is sud to be Yoltairie's too ; but I 
eaooot beliere it, it (8 so very unworthy of him ; it coofists 
«oijr of thoaf^ta stolen from Swift, but miserably mangled 
and disfigured. But his Histoiy of ihe Croisades shows, in a 
very sihort and strtKig Kght, the most immoral and wicked 
•ehene that was ever contrived by knaves, and executed by 
madmen and fools^ against humanity. There is a strange^ 
hot never-failing relation, between honest madmen and skii- 
fill knaves i and wherever one meets with collected numbers 
of tiie former, one may be very sure that they are secretly 
dh«oted by the hitter. The popes, who have generally been 
bodi the ablest and the greatest knaves in Europe, wanted all 
the power and money of the east : for they had all that was 
IB Europe already. The times and the mhids favoured their 
deaign, for they were dark and uninformed ; and Peter the 
hernut, at once a knave and a madman, was a fine papal 
tool for 90 wild and wicked an undertaking. 1 wish we had 
good histories of every part of £arope, and indeed of the 
w»rkiy written Bpon the plan of Voltaire's de V Esprit humain g 
for I own I am provoked at the contempt which most histo- 
rlanSrSbow for faumaoity in general ; one would think by them, 
tiiat the whole human species consisted but of about an hun* 
dred anxi fifly peo|rie, called and dignified (commonly ve^y 
undeservedly too) by the titles oi emperors, kings, popes, ge< 
nends, and nuniaters, 

I have never seen in any of the newspapers, any mention 
of the afiaira of the Cevennes, or Grenoble,. wh^ch you gave 
me an aeoount of some time ago ; and the Duke de Mire- 
pea pretends, at least, to know nothing of either. Were 
they false rexKirts, or does the French court choose to stifle 
them ? I hope that they arc both true, because I am very 
wilUng, thsftthe cares of the French government should be 
6m]4oyed and confined to themselves. 

Your friend, the Electrcsa Palatine, has sent me six wiW 
boani' heads, and cthee jldices de aa chasse, in return for ibo 
&UU, wWch she approved of extremely. This present w>» 
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sig^fied to me bygone Mr. HaroW, who worte me a letter in 
very indifl^rent English : I suppose he is a Dane, who haft 
beeiii in Engbind. 

Mr. Harte came to town yesterday, and dined with me to-' 
day. We talked you over ; and I can assure you, that thou|^ 
a parson, and no member dn beau mondey he thinks all the 
most shining accompiisiiments of it full as necessary for yoa 
as I do. His expression was, « that is all that he wants ; but, 
if he wants that, considering his situation and destinatjon, he 
might as well want every tiling else.* 

This is the day when people reciprocally offer and receive 
the kindest and the warmest wishes, though m general, with- 
out meaning them on one side, or believing them on the otHer. 
They are formed by the head, in compliance with euatom,' 
though disavowed by the heart, in consequence of nature. His 
wishes upon this occasion are tlie best that are the best-tunt- 
cd r you do not, I am sure, doubt the truth of mine, and 
tlierefoi'e I will express them with a quaker-life simplieity. 
May this new year be a very new one indeed to you ; may 
you put off the old, and put on the new man ! but I mean 
the outward, not the inward man. With this alteration, I 
might justly sum up all my wishes for you in these words s 

' Dii tibi dent annos, de te nam ceetera sumcs.* 

This minute I receive your letter of the 26th past, which 
gives me a very disagreeable reason for yonr late silence. By 
the symptoms which you mention of your illness, I both hope 
and believe, that it was wholly owing to }t>ur want of care. 
You are rather inclined to be fat, you have natura'ly a good 
stomach, and you eat at the best tables ; which roust of course 
make you plethoric ; and, upon my word, you will be subject 
to these accidents, if you will not from time to time, when - 
you find yourself i 111], heated, or your head aclilng, take some 
little easy preventive purge, that would not confine you ; such 
as chewing a little rhubarb when ycju go to bed at night, or 
some sennMca in the morning. You do veiy well to live ex- 
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ifcmdjIoiTy tor ion^ time ; and leooldvishytlMKig^ I doaot 
«xpe€t it, ^t yoQ would take ooe gentle vomit ; for thooe 
^iddiaeaseB and twimmings in the head alwayi proeeed from 
«ome foolness of the stomach. However, upon the whole, I 
am verj g^ad that your old oomplaint has sot mixed itself 
with this i which, I am fully coiiTiiieed, ariaes singly frank 
your own negligenee. Adieu. 
1 am soriy for Monsieur Korze^ upon his aster's aeeougj^ 

LETTER CCXCVUL 

JLonden, Jaimanf 15, 175j8. 
MT IffilAR FRIEND, 

I NEVER think my time 00 well employed, as when 1 
llimk it employed to your advantage Tou have long had 
the gireatest ahare of it ; you now engross it The moment 
is uorw dedaive ; the piece is going to be exhibited to the pub- 
Ue ; the mere outlines, and the general colouring, are not 
ebffieient to attract the eyes, and to seenrt: applause ; but the 
last finidiing, artful, and delicate strokes, are necessary. Skil. 
M. judges wHl discern, and acknowledge, their merit ; the 
ignorant vrill, without knowing why, feel their power. In 
that view I have thrown together, for your use, the enclosed 
Maxims* ; or, to speak more properly, observations on men 
and things ; for I have no merit as to the- invention : I am 
no sy^em-monger; and instead of giving way to my imagi- 
nation, I have only 6onsu]tcd my memory ; and my condu- 
isons are all drawn from fiicts, not from fancy. Most maxim- 
mongers have preferred the prettiness to the justness of a 
thought, and the turn to the truth ; but I have refhsed my- 
wM to every thing that my own experience did not justify and 
confirm. I wish you would consider them seriously and se- 
parately, and recur to them again pro re natA in simHat 
cases. Young men are as apt to think themselves wise enough, 
lis drunken men are to think themselves sober enough. They 

• Tt^ to the end of Hie Volume, 
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lodk upon spirit to be a raach better thing than experience i 
M^hich they call coldness. They are but half mistaken ; for 
though spirit, idthout experience, is dangerous ; experience, 
ix^itliout spirit, is languid and defectiTe. Their union, which 
is very rare, isperfeclion : you mayjran them, if you please ; 
for all my experience is at your service ; and I do not desire 
one grain ef your spirit in return. Use them both ; and let 
them reciprocany animate and check each othfer. I mean 
here, by the spirit of youth, only the vivacity and presump- 
tion of youth, which hinder them from seeing the dilBcnltie* 
or dangers of an undertaking ; but I do not mean what the 
silly vulgar call spirit, by which they are captious, jealous of 
their rank, suspicious of being undervalued, and tatt (as thry 
eall it) in tbeir repartees, upon the slightest occasions. This 
is an evil, and a very silly spirit, Tvhich should be driven oat, 
and transferred to a herd of swine. This is not the spirit of 
a man of fashion, who has kept good company. People of an 
ordinary, low ciducation, when they happen to fall into good 
company, imagine themselves the only object of its attention ; 
if the company whispers, it Is, to be sure, concerning them ; 
if they laugh, it is at them ; and if any thing ambiguous, that 
by the most forced interpretation can be applied to them, 
happens to be said, they are convinced that it >vas meant at 
them ; upon which they grow out of countenance fii'st, and 
then angry. This mistake is very well ridiculed in the Stra- 
tagem, where Scrub says, *I am sure they talked of me, 
for they laughed consumedly.' A well-bred man seldom 
thinks, but never seems to think, himself slighted, underva- 
lued, or laughed at, in company, unless where it is so plainly 
marked out, that his honour obliges him to resent it in a pro- 
per manner ; * mais les honnfetes gens ne se boudent jamais.' 
I will admit that it is very dif&cult to command ooe's-self 
enough, to behore with ease, frankness, and good-breeding, 
tovai*l8 those who one knows dislike, slight, and injure one as 
far as they can without personal consequences ; but I assert^ 
that it is absolutely necessary to do it : you must embrace the 
man you hate^ if you cannot be justified in knockiog him 
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^im ; ibr otherwise yoa'avow the injacy irbieh yoa eamiot 
revenge, A prudent cuckold (and there are many such at 
Paris) pockets his horns, when he cannot gore with them i 
and will not add to the triomph of his maker, by only butting 
with them ineffectually. A seeming ignorance is very often 
a most necessary part of worldly knowledge. It is, forin> 
stance, commonly advisable to seem ignorant of what people 
ofl^r to tell you ; and when they say. Have you not heard of 
Buch a thing ? to answer, No^ and let them go on ; though 
you know it already. Some have a pleasure in telling it, be- 
eaose they think that they can tell it well ; others have a 
pride in. it, as being the sagacious discoverers ; and many 
have a vanity in showing that they have been, though ver)' 
oodeservedly, trusted ; all &ese would be disappointed, and 
consequently displeased, if yoa said. Yes. Seem always ig- 
norant (unless to one most intimate friend) of all matters of 
private scandal and defamation, though you should hear them 
a thousand .times; for the parties affected always look upon 
the iseceiver to beahnost as bad as the thief: and, whenever 
thc^ become the tqNc of convei'sation, seem to be a sceptic, 
thon^ you are really a serious believer ; and always take 
the extenuating part. But all this seeming ignorance shouki 
be joined to thorough and extensive private information : and, 
indeed, it is the best method of procuring them ; for most 
people have such a vanity, in showing a superiority over 
others, though but for a moment, and in th6 merc<:t trifles, 
that they will tell you what they should not, rather than not 
show that they can tell what you did not know ; besides that 
saeh seeming ignorance will make you pass for incurious, and 
censequently undesigning. However, fish for facts, and take 
pains to be well informed of every thing that passes ; but fisli 
judieioosly, and not always, nor indeed often^ in the shape of 
direct questions ; which always put people upon their guard, 
ai^, often repeated, grow tiresome. But sometimes take 
the things that you would know, for granted ; upon which 
somebody will kindly and officiously set you right : sometimes 
say, that you have ueard so and so ; and at other times seem 
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to knov more than 70a do, In order to know nH ttat jmk 
want : bttt -awMd direot questioiui^, as much m yon oaii< AH 
these necessary arts of the world require oonstatxt attentkxiy 
presence of mind, and coolness. Achilles, diough iBYiihiQi»* 
hie, never went to battle but eom{>let^y Armed. Ckants «ce 
to be the theatres of your wars, where you shoald be alwfty* 
as completely armed, and eren with the adfition of a ked- 
pieoe. The least inattention, the least ^t^ajcUm.^ may prove 
fttal. I would fein see you what pedants call wnoM h»m^ 
and what Pope much better calls o^'OCCohi^Zm^c/ •* ^jmohave 
the means in your power ; add the w31, and you roa^' bi%ig 
it about. The vulgar have a course saying, <& * spoiUog a 
hog for a halfpenny- worth of tar :' prevent the iq^piication, 
by providing the tar ; it is very easily to be had, in eoiilp«n« 
•on with what you have already got. 

The fine Mro. Pitt, who, it seems, saw you often at Faii% 
speaking of you the other day, said, in French, for die 
speaks little English, ——* — — — -*- — *- 



Whether it is that you did not' pay the homage due to her 
beauty, or that it did not strike you as it does others, I can- 
not determine ; but I hope she had some other reaaon than 
ti'uth, for saying it I will suppose that you did not case a 
pin for her ; but, however, she surely ileserved a.degree-of 
propitiatory adoration from yon, which I am afraid you neg« 
lectod. Had 1 been in your case, 1 should have endeavounsd 
at least, to have supplanted Mr. Mackay in his office of noc< 
turnal reader to her. I played at cards, two days ago, wiUi 
your friend, Mrs. Fitzgerald, and her most sublime mother^ 
^ Mrs. Seagrave $ they both inquired after yon ; and Afn. 
Fitzgerald saki, she hoped you went on with your dancing ; I 
said. Yes, and that you assured me, you had made some con- 
siderable im{>rovements in it, that you had now leanted tt> 
stand still, and even upright Your t«r*/t<oM, la Signera 
'VesCrj^ 9iDg bare the other day, with great applauae : I pc«b 
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mmn ymi are indmaiebf acquainted with fa«r merit. Oood 
tu^t to jrou, whoever you pass it with. 

I Iwre this momeDt recdved a packet^ sealed \vith your 
•eaiy though sot directed by year hand, for Lady Henrey* 
No letter from you ! Are you not well ? 

LETTER CCXCIX. 

London, May ST, 0. S. 1753, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE this day been tlred^ jaded, nay tormented, by the 
eompany of a most worthy, sensible, and learned man, a 
mear relatioa of mine, who dined and passed the evening 
irHh me. This seems a paradox, but is a plain truth : he 
hits no knowledge of the Airorld, no manners, no address : far 
ftrofA talkiiig without book, as is commonly said of people who 
tallc dl^, he only talks by '^look ; wliich, in general conver- 
9a6oii, is ten times worse. He has formed in his own closet^ 
from books, certain systems, c^ every thing, argues tenaoiou** 
ly upon those principles, and is both sui^rised and angry at 
-whatever deviates from them. His theories are good, but, 
trafortunately, are all Irapraelicable. Wliy ? because he hat 
only read, and not conversed. He is acquainted with books^ 
«id an absolute stranger to men. l«abouring witli his mat- 
ter, he is detivered of it with pangs ; he hesitates, stops m 
lus utterance, and always expresses himself inelegantly. His 
«eti0QS are all ungraceful ; so that, with all his merit and 
knowledge, I would rather converse six hours w ith the most 
fiivoloas tittle-tattle woman, who knew something of tho 
-world, th»n with him. The preposterous notions of a syste- 
matical man, who does not know the world, tire the patience 
cf n man who does. It would be endless to correct his milk 
«skes, nor would he take it kindly ; for he lias considered 
every tiling deliberately, and is very sure he is in the right. 
Irapropi^ety is a characteristic, and a never-failing one, of 
these people. , Regardless, because ignorant, of custom and 
nanners, they violate them every moment. They oftex 
VQUfiOi G 
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cotemponriefl, that they eannot overtake you : they mast be 
distanced. You may probably be placed about a young prince, 
vho will probably be a young king. There all the various 
arts of pleasing, the engaging address, the versatility of man- 
iiers, the brillant, the gi*ace8, will outweigh and yet outrun 
all solid knowledge and unpolished merit. Oil yourself there- 
fore, and be both supple and sliining, for that race, if yoa 
-would be first, or early, at the goal. Ladies will most proba- 
bly too have something to say there ; and those who are heU 
vith them will probpbly be best somewhere else. Lab6lu* this 
Ifreat point, my dear child, indefatigably ; attend to the very 
smallest parts, the minutest graces, the most trifling cii-cum- 
stances, that can iiossibly concur in forming the shining cha- 
racter of a complete gentleman, ' un galant homme, on 
bomme de eour,' a man of business, and pleasure, < eatim6 
des hommes, recherch6 des femmes, aim^ de tout Ic monde.' 
In this view, observe the shining part of every man of fash* 
ion, who is Hked and esteemed ; attend to, and imitate, that 
particular accomplishment for which you hear lum cliic^y 
fielehrated and distinguished : then collect those various parts, 
and make yourselfa mosaic of the whole. No one body poa- 
Besses every thing ; and almost every body [lossesscs some 
one thing worthy of imitation : only choose your mod^ 
well ; and, in onler to do so, choose by your ear more thaii 
.by your eye. The best model is always that which is moat 
nmversaUy allowed to be the best, though in strictness it 
may possibly not be so. We must take most things as they 
are ; we cannot make diem what we would, nor often whaC 
they should be; and, where moral duties are not eon* 
eerned, it is more prudent to follow Uian to attempt to 
lead. Adieu. 

LETTER CCC. 

J^ath, October 3, 17§3L 
MY IffilAR FRIEND, 

"V^OU have set out well at the Hague ; you are in love with 
J Mjif^ajne Muntcr, which 1 am very ^ad of : y«l <re 1^* 
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title fine company there, and I hope one of it ; for it is not 

enough, at your age, to be naercly in good company : but you 
should, by your address and attentions, make that good com- 
pany tliink you one of thena. There is a tribute due to 
beauty, even independently of farther views ; \Khich tribute I 
hope you paid with aWrity to Madame Munterand Madame 
Begenfcldt : depend upon it, they expected it, and were of- 
fended in proportion as that tribute seemed either unwilling or 
scantily paid. I believe my friend Kreuningen admits nobody 
now to bis table, for fear of their communicating the plague to 
him, or at least the bite of a maid dog. Pray profit of the 
entr^et Ubres, that the French ambassador has given you ; 
frequent him, and apeak to him. I think you will not do 
amiss to call upon Mr. Burrish, at Aix-la-Chapelle, since it 
is so little out of your way ; and you would do still better, if 
you would, which I know you will not, drink those waters, 
for five or six days only, to scour your stomach and bowels a 
little ; I am sure, it would do you a great deal of good. Mr. 
Currish can doubtless give you the best letters to Munich; 
and he will naturally give you some to Comte Preysing, or 
Comte Sinsheim, and such sort of grave people ; but I could 
wish tliat you would ask him for som^ to young fellows of 
pleasure, or fashionable coquettes, that you may be, * dans 
I'honufite debauche de Munich.' ^ propos of your future 
motions ; I leave you, in a great measure, the master of 
them, so shall only suggest my thoughts to you upon that 
Bubject. 

You have three electoral courts, in view, Bonn, Munich, and 
Mauhcim. I would advise you to see two of them rather cur- 
sorily, ami fix your tabernacle at the thiixl, whichever that 
may be, for a considerable time. For instance, should you 
chooijf ) as I fancy you will) to make Manheim the place of 
your residence, stay only ten or twelve days at Bonn, and as 
long at Munich,- and then go and fix at Manheim ; and so, 
wctf versa, if you should like Bonn or Munich better than 
you think you would Manheim : make that the place of 
your residence, and only visit the other two. It ifi eertain> 
G 2 
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that BO nun wa be maeh picaseil himseli; or pleaae oOi^ 
nneliy in any place vhane he is-only a bird of paasage fiV 
eight or ten dvft; neither party thinking it worth while to 
make an aeqniantanee, still less to form any eonneiioD, fiar 
so short a time : hot when months are the case, a man may 
domesticate himself pretty well ; and -very scxm not to h6 
looked upon as astraoger. This is the r^ utility of travel- 
lings when, by contracting a familiarity at any place, yon get 
into the inside of it, and see it in its undress. That is the 
only way of knowing the customs, the mannen^ and all the 
little oharactmstical peculiarities^ that distinguish one place 
from another : but then this familiarity is not to be brought 
about by cold, formal visits of half an hour: no; you must 
show a willingness, a desire, an impatience, of forming con- 
nexions, * il faut s'y prftter, et y mettre du liant^ du d^sir 
de plaire.' Whatever you do approve, you must be lavish 
in jTDur praises of ; and you must learn to commend what 
you do not approve of, if it is approved of there. Ton ar<l 
not much given to praise, I know ; but it is because you dtt 
not yet know how extremely people are engaged by a seem-, 
ing sanction to their own opinions, prejudices, and weak- 
nesses, even in the merest trifles. Our self4ove is morti- 
fied, when we think our opinions, and even our tastes, cufl« 
toms, and dresses, either arraigned or condemned ; as, on 
the conti'ary, it is tickled and flattered by approbation. I will 
give you a remarkable instance of this kind. The famooa 
Earl of Shaftesbury, in the flagitious reign of Charles the Sle- 
cond, while he was chancellor, had a mind to be a favourite, 
as well as a minister, of the king ; in order therefore ta 
please his majesty, whose prevaiUpg passion was women, ray 
lord kept a w ' ' e, whom he had no occasion for, and made 
no manner of use of. The king soon lHard of it, and asked 
liim if it was true ; he owned it was ; but that, though he 
kept that one woman, he had several others besides, for he 
loved variety. A few days afterwards, the king, at his public 
levee, saw Lord Shaftesbury at some distance, and said in the 
circle^ * One woaU not think that that little^ weak man 
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tt Che fireatest whoramnfter in Einghind ; bat I mm utatt 
yoQ that he »/ Upon Lord Shaftetbaiys coming into th» 
eirele, there was a general smile ; the king said, * This is eon- 
ceming yoti, mj lord.' * Me sir f answered the ehanccnor, 
with some surprise. ' Yes, yoo/ answered the king ; < for i 
had jnst said, that you were the greatest w ho reroastcr fo 
Bngland : is it not true ?* ' Of a subject, sir,' replied Lord 
Shaftesbury, < perhaps I am.' It is die same in every tiling ; 
'we think a difference of opinion, of conduct, of manners, a 
tacit reproach, at least, upon oar own ; we must therefore 
use ourselves to a ready contbrmity to whatever u neither 
erinrinal nor diflhonourable. Whoever differs from any gen- 
eral custom is supposed both to thiok and proclaim himself 
^ser than the pest of the world ; which the rest of the 
"worid cannot bear, especially in a young man. A young fel- 
low is always forgiven, and often applauded, when he carries 
a fasliion to an excess ; but ncrer if he stops short of it* 
The fii'st is ascribed to youth and fire ; but the latter is im- 
]raled to an ailectation of singularity or snperiority. At your 
Age, one is allowed to outrer fashion, dress, vivacity, gallantry, 
ice. but by no means to be behind hand in any one of them. 
And one may apply to youth in this case, * 8\ non errftsset, 
&cerat ille minus.' Adieu. 

I£TT£B CCCI. 

BeUh, October 19, 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

OF all the various ingredients that compose the iisefol and 
neeessaiy art of pleasing, no one is so effectual and en- 
f aging as that gentleness, that douceur of countenance and 
manners, to which f ou are no stranger, though (God knows 
why) a sworn enemy. Other people take great pains to con- 
ceal, or disguise, their natural imperfections j some, by the 
make of their clothes, and other arts, endeavour to conceal 
the defects of their sliape ; women who unfortunately have 
matur^l bad oompkacioDS, lay on good ones ; and both men 
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and women upon whom unkind nature has inflioted a sdHi- 
ness and ferocity of countenance, do at least all they eas^ 
though often without success, to soften and mitigate it : ihsry 
affect douceur, and aim at siuiles, though often in the attempts 
like Death in Milton, they grin horribly a ghaatUf emilem 
But you are the only person I ever knew, in the whole course 
of ray life, who not only disdain, hut absolutely reject antl 
di^uFse, a great advantage tliat nature has kindly granted. 
You easily guess I mean comOeTiance / for she has given you 
a very pleasing one ; but you beg to be excused, you will uoi 
accept it ; on the contrary, take singular pains to put on the 
mcait funeate, forbidden; and un pleasing one, that can |iossi« 
Uy be imagined. This one would think impossible ; but yoa 
know it to be true. If you imagine that it gives you a manSy^ 
thoughtful, and decisive air, as some, thougb very few, of 
your coimtrymen do, you are most exceedingly mistaken ; 
for it is at best the air of a German corporal, part of whose 
exercise is to look fierce, and to blazemeer^op. You will say, 
perhaps. What, am I always to be studying my countenance^ 
in order to wear this dffuceur ? I answer. No; do it but for 
a fortnight, and you will never have occasion to think of it 
more. Take but half the pains to recover the countenance 
that nature gave you, that you must have taken to disguise 
and deform it as you have, and the busaness will be done. 
Accustom your eyes to a certain softness, of which they are 
very capable ; and your face to smiles, which become it more 
than most faces I know. Give all your motions too an air oT 
douceur, which is directly the reverse of their present ce- 
lerity and rapidity. I wish you would adopt a little of Vmr 
du couvent (you very well know what I mean) to a certaii^ 
degree ; it has something extremely eagaging ; there is a 
mixture of benevolence, aftection, and unction, in it : it is 
frequently really sincere, but it is almost always thought so, 
and consequent^ pleasing. Will you call this trouble? It 
will not be half an hour's trouble to you in a week's time. 
But suppose it be, pray tell me why did you give yourself the 
troable of learning to dance so well as you do ? it is neither a 
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tvli^oos, moraly or civil daty. You must o-wq, that you did 
ft dien singly to please : you were in the right oa't. Why 
do you wear fine clothes, and eurl your hair ? Both aretrou^ 
hieaome ; lank locks, and plain flimsy rags, are mueh easier. 
This then you also do in order to please, and you do v^ry 
right. Bat then, for God's sake, reason and act consequen* 
tially ; and emdeavour to please in other things too, still more 
essential ; and without whieh the trouble you have taken in 
those is wholly thrown away. You Aow your dancing, per- 
iiapBI, six times a year, at most; hut you show your connte* 
nance and your coramdn motions every day, and all day. 
Which then, I appeal to yourself, ought you thmk of tha 
most, and care to render easy, graeehd, and engaging f 
Ihuceter of countenance and gesture, can alone make them 
to. Ton arc by no means ill-natured ; and would you then 
xioet unjustly be reckoned so? Yet your common countenance 
ifidreates, and would make any body, who did not know you, 
IbelieTe it. Jt propoi of this ; I must tell you what was sud 
the other day to a fine lady whom you know, who is very 
good-nataix:d in tmth, but whose common countenance im^ 
pRes ill-nature, even to brutality. It was Miss H— «n, Lady 
M— y's nie<3e, whom you have seen both at BUokheaiii 
and at Lady Hervey's. Lady M— -y was saying to me, that 
you had a very engaging countenauce when you had a mind 
to it, biTt tliat you had not always that mind ; upon which 

Mss H n said^ that she liked your countenanee best when 

it was as glum as her own. * Why then, replied Lady 
M ' ■ y , you two shoukl marry ; for, while you both wear 
your woret countenances, nobody else will venture upon ei- 
ther of you;' and they call her now Mrs. Stanhope. To 
complete this ^ottcerf^of countenance and motions, wliich I 
■o eamcstlr recommend to you, you should cariy it also to 
your expressiows, and mannep of thinking : * mettez y tou- 
jours lie raflectucux, deVonction;' take the gentle, the fo« 
voorable, the iudulgcitl sirle of most questions, I own tb«t 
the manhr and sublime John Trott, your countvyman, scUiora 
does; but, to djowhit spirit and de6iaio»,take»thcKmghr- 
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harsh side, which he generally adorns with an oath, io seem 
more formidable. This he only thinks fine ; for, to do John 
justice, he is commonly as good-natured aaany body. These 
are among the many little things which you have not, and I 
have lived long enough in the world to know of what infinite 
consequence they are in the coui-se of life. Reason, I repeat 
it agam, witliin yourself consequentially ; and let not the 
pains you have taken, and still take, to please in some Uiingi 
be d pure perte, by your negligence of, and inattention to. 
Others, of much less trouble and much more consequence, 

I have been of late much engaged, or rather bewildered, 
in oriental liistory, particulaiiy that of the Jews, since the de- 
struction of their temple, and their dispersion by Titas; but 
the confusion and uncertainty of the whole, and the men-' 
■trous extravagances andfalsehoods of tlie greatest part of it, 
disgusted me extremely. Their Thalmud, their Mischna, 
their Targums, and other traditions^ and writings of their 
rahbins and doctors, who were most of them Cabalists, are 
really more extravagant and absuixl, if possible, than^aH that 
you have read in^Comte de Gabalis; and indeed most of his 
stUfFis taken from them. Take this sample of their non- 
sense, which Is transmitted in the writings of one of thdi* 
most considerable rabbins. * One Abas Saul, a man ten feet 
high, was digging a grave, ai^d happjened to find the eye of 
Goliath, in which he thought proper to bury himself; and so 
he did, all but his head, wl^ch the giant's eye was unfortu- 
nately not quite deep enough to receive.' This, I assure you, 
is the most modest lie of ten thousand. I have also reatl the * 
Turkish histoiy, which, excepting the religious part, is not 
fabulous, though very possibly not true. For the Turks, hav- 
ing no notion of letters, and being, even by their religion, foi*- 
bid the use of them, except for reading and transcribing the 
Koran ; they have no historians of their own, nor any authen- 
tic records or memorials for other liistorians to work upon ; 
BO that what histories we have of that country are written by 
foreigners ; as Platina, Sir Paul Rycaut, prince Cantemir, 
fiu* : or else snatches only of particular and short periods, by 
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■ome irlKJ happened to reside diere at these times ; snch as 
Soabeqoiiis, whom I have just finished. I like hini^ as far as 
lie goes, much the best of any of them : but then his account 
is properly, only an account of his own embassy, from the 
emperor Charles the Fifth to Solyman the Magtdficent. 
HowcTer, there he gives, episodically, the best account! know 
of the customs and manners of the Turks, and of the nature 
of that government^ which is a most extraordinary one. For« 
despodc as it always seems, and sometimes is, it is in troth a 
nuUtary repablie ; and the real power resides in the janisa- 
ries ; who sometimes order their sultan to strangle his vizar^ 
and sometimes the vizar to despose or strangle his sultan, 
aeooTding as they happen to be angry at the one or the other. 
I own, I am glad that the capital strangler should, in his 
tnvBt be stran^le'Oble, and now and then strangled : for I 
kn<yw of no hrute so fierce, nor criminal so guilty, as the 
oreature called a sovereign, whether king, sultan, <x* sophy, 
-mho thinks himself, either by divine or human right, vested 
with an absolute power of destroying his fellow creatures ; or 
wfaoj, without inquiring into his right, lawlessly exerts that 
power. The most excusable of all those human mon&tersare 
the Turks, whose religion teaches them inevitable fatalism . v4 
pt9po9 of the Turks ; my Loyola, I pretend, is superior to 
your Sultan. Perhaps you thiiJc this impossible, and wonder 
who this Loyola is. Know then, that I have had a barbet 
brought me from France, so exactly like Sultan, that he has 
been mistaken for him several times; only his snout is shorter, 
and his cars tonger, than Sultan's. He has also the acquired 
knowledge of Sultan ; and I am apt to think that he studied un- 
der the same master at Paris. His habit, and his white band, 
show him to be an ecclesiastic ; and his begging, which he 
does very earnestly, proves him to be of a mendicant order ; 
whioh, added lo las flattery and insinuation, make him sup- 
posed to be a Jesuit, and have acquired him the name of 
Logfola. I must not omit too, that, when he breaks wind, 
he smaUs exactly like Sultaa. 



d by Google 



n> IXmDCHESTEKFieLII^ 

I do not yet Hear one jot ^ better for all my batbingia^ 
pamping, tbough 1 have been here already full bait' my tUntts 
loOBsequentlygo very little into company, being very little lit 
for any. I hope yau keep company enough for us both ; yoa, 
■wUl get more by that, tbaQ I shall by all my reading. I reaA 
singly to amuse myself, and fill up my time, of which I b«ie 
too much ; but you have two much better reasons fer goukg 
into company, pleasure 'and projfit. May you find agrest 
deal of both, in a great deal of company ! Adieu. 

JJETTER CCCH. 

London, Mvember 20, ITSS, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TWO mails wee now due from HoUand, so that I have ■» 
letter from you to acknowledge ; but that, you knov 
b}' long expeiience, does not hinder my writing to you: I 
always receive your letters with pleasure ; but I mean, aad 
endeavou% that you shoukl receive mine with some profit i 
preferring always your advantage to my own pleasure. 

If you fitid yourself veil settled and naturalized at Mihh 
hdm, stay there some time, and do not leave a certain for an 
uncertain good ; but if you think you shall be as well, or bet- 
ter, established at Munich, go there as soon as youpleaae; 
and, if disappointed, you cau always retum to Manbeinu I 
mentioned, in a former letter, your passing the carnival ill 
Berlin, which I think may be both useful and pleasing toyou - 
however, do as yon will ; but let me know what you reaoive. 
That kmg and that country have, and will have, so greaf a 
share in the affairs of Europe, that they are well woi-th being 
thoroughly known. 

Whether, wherie you are now, or ever may be hemaaer^ 
you speak French, German, or English most, I earneatif 
recommend to you a particular attention to the propriety 4wd 
ele^mcy of your style ; employ ^le best woi-ds you can &A 
in the language, avoid cacophony, aod make your penoda ai 
ImrmoDious as you can. J need not, I am sure, tell ytxn^ 
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'Vliftt yoQ mittt often hate fdi^ haw mtith the elegancy cf . 
ttedon ftdorna the best thoaghts, and paliatet the worst In 
the faoQSe of eommons, it is almost every tiling : and, indeed^ 
in every attembly, whether public cft private. Words, which 
are the dress of thought^ deserve^ sorely, more care than 
elothea, which are only the dren of the person, and whicfa^ 
bowever, ought to have their share of attention. If you at- 
tend to your style in any one language, it will give you a habit 
«f attending to it in every oAer ; and if once you speak ei* 
tiker French or German very elegantly, you will afterwania 
speak much the better English for it I repeat it to you agatUp 
lor at least the thousandth time ; exert your whole attentk» 
BOW in acquiring the ornamental parts of diaracter. People 
know Very little of the world, and talk nonsense, when they 
talk tfplainnets and solidity unadorned ; they will do in notfar 
ing ; mankind has been long out of a state Of nature, and the 
golden age of native simplicity will never return. Whether 
Ibr the better or the worse, no matter ; but we are refined ; 
and plain manners, plain dress, and plain diction, would as 
little do in life, as aedms, herbage, and the water of the neigh* 
kottring spring, would do at table. Some people are just 
•ome, whointerrupt me in the middle of my sermon; so good 
•ight 

LETTER CCaU, 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

FINE doings &t Manheim ! If one may give credit to th« 
weekly histories of Monsieur Roderigue, the finest wri« 
fer among the modems ; not only, < deschassea brillantea et 
iMMnbreuses, dec operas oil les aeteurs se suipasscnt, lea 
jours des Saints de LL. AA. BE. s6renissimes c6I^br^ en 
grand gala ;' but, to crown the whole. Monsieur Zuohmantel 
is happily arrived, and Monsieur Wartenfleben houriy ex- 
pected. I hope that you arepar» im^ina of all these delight»« 
though, as NoU Blaff says, m the OI4 Bochelor, • that ros- 
YO4-. III. H 
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cally €ra2eitear takes no more notice of you than if yoa weM . 
not in the laud of the UTiag.' I should think, that he might 
at least have taken notice, that in those rejoicings yoa ap- 
peared with a rejoichig, and not a gloomy countenance; and 
you distinguished yourself, in that numerous and shining com- 
pany, hy your air, dress, address, and attentions. If this was 
the case, as I will both hope and suppose that it was, I will, 
if you require it, have him written to, to do you justice in his 
Qext supplement. Seriously, I am very glad that you are 
whirled in that tourbillon of pleasures ; they smooth, polish^ 
and rub off rough comers ; perhaps too, you have some par- 
ticular collisi<m, which is sUll more effectual. 

Schannat's History, of the Palatinate was, I find, written 
originally in German, in which language, I suppose, it isthat 
you have read it ; but, as I must humbly content myself with 
the French translation, VaiUant has sent it for me, from 
Holland, so that I have not yet read it While you are in 
the palatinate, you do very well to read every thing relative 
to it ; you will do still better if you make that reading the 
foundation of your inquiries into the more minute circumr 
stances and apecdotes of that country, whenever you are in 
company with informed and knowing people. l 

The ministers here, intimidated by the absurd and groundless 
clamours of the mob, have, very weakly in my mind, re- 
pealed, this session, the bill which thejr had passed in the last 
for rendering Jews capable of being naturalized, by subsequent 
acts of pariiament. The clamcurers triumph, and will doubt* 
less make farther demands ; which if not granted, tbia piece 
of oomplaisanf^ will soon be forgotten. Nothing is truer in 
politics, that this reflection of the cardinal de Retz, ' Que le 
people craint toujours quand on ne le oraint pas,' and conse? 
quently they grow unreasonable and insolent, wh^ they find 
that they are feared. Wise and honest governoi's will never, 
if they dan help it, give the people just cause to complain $ 
but then, on the other hand, they witt firmly withstand groondr 
less clamour. Besides that this noise against the Jew bill 
proceeds from that narrow mob-spint nS intoleraUtnt in rcfi- 
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^f^aeal, and inhospitality in civil matters, both which all -!»ise 

goTerniuents should oppose. 

The confunon in France increases daily, as no douht yoa 
are informed where you are. There is an answer of the 
clergy to the remonstrances of the parliament, lately publish- 
ed ^ which was sent me by the last post from France, and 
'whieb I would have sent you, enclosed in this, were it not too 
bulky. Very probably ypu may see it at Manheiin, from the 
French minister : it is very well worth your reading, being 
most artfully and plausibly written, though founded upon 
laUe principles ; the jus divinum of the clergy, and conse- 
quentty their supremacy in all matters of fmth and doctrine, 
are asserted ; both which I absolutely deny. Were those 
two points allowed the clergy of any country whatsoever, they 
must necessarily govern that country absolutely ; every thing 
b^ng, directly or indirectly, relative to faith or doctrine ; and 
'whoever is supposed to have the power of saving and damn- 
ing aouls to all eternity (wluch power the clergy pretend to) 
'vrill be much more considered, and better obeyed, than any 
. civil power, that forms no pretensions beyond this world. 
"Whereas, in truth, the clergy in every country are, like aH 
other subjects, dependent upon the supreipe legislative pow- 
er ; and are appointed by that power, under whatever re- 
strictioos and limitations it pleases, to keep up decency and 
decorum in the church, just as constables are to keep peace 
in the parish. ThisFra. Paolo has clearly in-oved, even upon 
their own principles of the Old and New Testament, in hia 
book de Beneficiis, which I recommend to you to read with 
Attention ; it is short. Adieu ! 

LETTER CCCIV. 

London f December 25, 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY again I received two letters at once from 
you, the one of the rUi, the other ^ the 15tb, fro*- 
Maoheim. 
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Yoa never had in your life 8o good a reason for not writings 
either to me or to any body ebe, as your sore finger lately 
fanufihed yoa. I believe it was painful, and 1 am i^-tad it is 
cured ; but a sore finger, however painful, is a much less evil 
than laziness, of either body or mind, and attended by fewer 
fll consequences. 

I am very glad to hear that you were distinguished, at the 
court of Manhcim, from the rest of your countrymen and 
fellow-travellers : it is a ngn that you had better manners and 
address thkn they ; for, take it for granted, the best-bred 
]>eople win always be the best-received, wherever they ga 
Good manners are the settled medium of social, as specie 19 
cf commercial life ; returns are equally expected for both ; 
smd people will no more advance Iheir civSity to a bear, than 
their money to a bankrupt. I really both hope and believe, 
that the German courts win do you a great deal of good ; 
their cerenxmy and restraints being the proper correctives 
Md antidotes for your negligence and inattention. I believe 
they would not greatly rdiali your weltering in your own la- 
ziness, and an easy cliair ; not take at very kindly, if, when 
they spoke to you, or you to them, you looked another way ; 
•8 much as to say, loss my b— -h. As they give, so they ' 
require, attention ; and by the way, take this maxim for an 
undoubted truth ; that no young man can possibly improve 
in any company, for which he has not respeot enou^ to bo 
under some degree of restraint. 

1 dare not trust to Meyssonier's report of his Rhenish, hia 
Burgundy not having answered either his account or my ex- 
pectations. I doubt, as a wine-merehant he is the perfidm 
caupo, whatever he may be as a banker. I shaU therefore 
venture upon none of his wine ; but delay makbg my pro- 
vision of old-hock, tin I go abroad myself next spring ; as I 
told you in the utmost secrecy, in my last, that I intend to do ; 
and then probably I may taste some tliat I like, and go upoa 
sure ground. There is commonly very good, both at Aix-la* 
ChappeUe and U^ge i where I formerly got some exceneut^ 
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iduehl carried with me to Spa, "where I drank no other 

wine. 

As mj letters to you frequently raiscairy, I will repeat, in 
this, that part of my last, which related to your future mo- 
tioDS. Whenever you shall he tired of Berlin, go to Dresden ; 
where Sir Charles Williams will be, who will receive you 
with open arms. He dined with me to-day ; and sets out . 
ibr Dresden in about six weeks. He spoke of you with great 
lundness, and impatience to see you again. He will trust and ' 
employ you in business (and he is now in the whole secret of 
importance) till we fix our place to meet in ; which proba- 
bly will be Spa. Wherever you are, inform yourself minute- 
ly o^ and attend particularly to, the afiafrs of France j they 
grow serious, and in my opinion will grow more and more 
so every day. The king is despised, and I do not wonder at 
h ; Vuthe has brought it about, to be hated at the same time, 
irliioh seldom happens to the same man. His ministers are 
known to be as disunited as incapable : he hesitates between 
the church and the parliaments, like the ass in the fable, that 
starved between two hampers of hay ; too ranch in love with 
his mistress to part with her, and too much afraid for his 
•Old to enjoy her ; jealous of the parliaments, who wouW sup- 
port his authority ; and a devoted bigot to the chureh, that 
would destroy it. The people are poor, consequently dis- 
contented : those who have religion, arc divided in their no- 
tions of it ; which is saying, that they hate one another. The 
clergy never do tbirgive ; much less will they forgive the par- 
liament : the parliament never will forgive them. The army 
must vrithout doubt take, in their own minds at least, <lifFei*^ 
ent parts in all these disputes, which upon occasion would 
break out. Armies, tlioogh always the supporters and tools 
of absolute x>ower forthe time being, are ahvays the destroy- 
ers of it too, by frequently changing the hands in which they 
think proper to lodge it. This was the case of the praeto- 
rian bands, who deposed and munlered the monsters they 
had raised to oppress mankind. The janisaries in Turkey, 
•ad the regiments of guards in Russia, do the same now- Th« 
H2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



is - LORD CHESTESFIEUyS 

•Frqneli oatMn reMsns freelf, wbidi they neter did faefosci, 
upon mattei's of religion and government, and begin to be 
9pvegituUcaU i t)ie officers do so too ; in short, all the symp- 
toms, which I have ever met with in history, previous to 
great changes and revolatioB»in government, now exist, and 
daily increase, in France. I nm glad of it; the rest of Eu- 
rope win be die quieter, and have time to reoorer. £n|^«id, 
I am sore, wants rest ; for it wants men and money : the 
rcpublio of the United Pxxrrioces wants Jioth, stiU more : the 
other powers cannot weU dance, when neither Franee, nor 
the maritime |)ower8, ean^ as they used to do, pay the piper. 
.The first squabble in Eun^e, tliat 1 foresee, wiU be about the 
crown of Poland, should the present king die ; and tberefone 
,1 wish his majesty a long life and a merry Christmas. So 
iniich for foreign politics : bu^ d propo9 of them ; pBay take 
care, wliile you are in tliose parts of Germany, to iaJbrm 
yourself con*ectly of all the details, disoussioos, and agree- 
ments, which the several wars, confiscations, bans, and tre«p 
tics, occasioned between Ute Bavarian and Palatine electo- 
rates : they ai^e interesting and curious. 

I sliall not, uiion the occasion of the approochiiig new year, 
repeat to you the wislies which I oontmue to form for you i 
you know tfacm all already ; and you know that it is abadutely 
in your own power to satisfy most of them. Amoi^ mai^ 
other wishes, thisismy most earnest one ; that you wouMop^ 
the new year witli a moat solemn and devout sacriSoe to the 
Graces, who never reject those that suppUeate them with 
fervour ; uithout them, let me tell you, that your fi4end 
i>sime Fortune will stand you in Uttle stead : xaxy they all W 
your friends I Adieu. 

LETTER CCCV. 

Ziondop, Januttfi/ 15, Q* S. ITiL. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

111 AVE this moment received your letter of the 26th pasl^ 
Svom Munich. •Shice you aiT got so well out of the di4*.. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



liBTTEHS TO HIS 80V. • 17 

gjbid that JQU vere in them : 

Ccmdisce i dilctti 
Memoriii dipene, 
Ne tk ehe sia beue 
Cbiinalaoa soffif). 

The^ were Imt IHtie «ai&{i4e& of the much greater distre^ 
aad dai^rs vluoh you must expect to meet vith in your 
j;reat(ftBd,I hope, kmg) jooroey through life. In soma 
parts of it, flovers are scattered with profusioo, the road if 
•niooth, and the prospect pleasant ; but in others (and I fear 
l3ie greater number), tlie road is rugged, beset with thorns 
and briars^ and cut fay torrents. Gather the flowe» in your 
"wray ; but at the same time guard against the briars that 
are either mixed with them, or that most certainly sueccei^ 
iiMta. 

I thank yoe for your wild boar, who, now he is dead, I aa- 
8m*e liim, / se laissera bien manger, malgr^ qu'il en ait ;' 
liioilgii I am Bot sure that I should have had that personal 
'valour wfaioh so suecessfoUy distinguished you in single com- 
iMt with oim, whieh made him bite the dust like Homer^s 
Iwroes, «iid, to eonchide my period sublimely, put him into 
that pickle from which I propose eating him. At the same 
time that I applauded your valour, 1 must do justice to your 
modesty i wliich eandidly admits, tliat }'OU were not over- 
loatched, and that your adversary was of about your own 
age and size. A MJuwcamny bdng under a year oUl, would 
have been below your indignation. BSte de compagttie, being 
under two years old, was still in my opinion below your 
glory ; but I guess tltat your enemy -w'as un Ba^ot / that i^ 
from two to three years old ; an age and size which, between 
man and boar, answer pretty well to yours. 

If accidents of bad roads or waters do not detain you a( 
Munich, I do not fancy that pleasures wiU ;. and I ^rather bcr 
Ifeve you wifl seek for, and fiad them at the carnival at Berj. 
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lin; in/wbich suppoffltion, I eventually dii*ect this letter to 
your banker there. While you are at Berlin (I earnestly re- 
commend it to you again and again), pray care to see, hear, 
kqow, and mind, eyery thijig there. The ablest prince in 
£uroJje Is surely an object that deserves attention ; and the 
least thing that he does, like the smallest sketches of the 
g greatest xiainters, has its valtie, and a considerable one too. 

Read with care the Code Frederick, and infoiTa yourself 
of the good effects of it in tliose parts of his dominions wliere 
St has taken place, and where it has banialied the former chi- 
canes, quirks, and quibbles, of the old law. Do not think 
any detail too minute, or trifling, for y6ur inquiiy and obser- 
vation. I wish that you could find one hour*s leisure every 
day, to read some good Italian author, and to c<!tiver8e in 
that language wiih our worthy friend Signor Angelo Cori : 
It would both refresh and improve your Italian, which, of the 
man}' languages you know, 1 take to be that in which you are 
the least })erfj.ct ; but of which too you already know enough 
4o make yourself master of, with a veiy litUe trouble, when- 
ever you please. 

Uve, dwell, and grow, at the several courts there : use 
them so much to your face, that they may not look upon yoa 
as k stranger. Observe, and take their ton, even to their af- 
Tcctions and follies ; for such there ai*e, and perhaps should 
be, at all courJs. Stay, in all events, at Berlin^ till I inform 
you of Sir Cbai-les Williams's arrival at Dresden ; vhere, I 
suppose, you would not care to be before him, and where 
you may go as soon after him as ever you please. Your 
time there will neither be urprofitahly nor disagreeably spent; 
he will intTOf'uce you into all the best company, though he 
cannot introduce you to i>one so good a* his own. He has of 
late applied hiniself very seriously to foi-eign affairs, expe- 
eially those of Saxony and Poland : he knows them perfectly 
well, atKl will tell you wh^the knows. He always expresses, 
and I have t^ood reason to beKcyc very ancerely, great kind- 
.j?ess and affqctioafor you. 
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The voAs of the late I^rtl Bolingbroke are just pablisfi- 
ed, and haTc phiaged me iato pliUoso|>hical studies : which 
hitherto I have not been much used to^ or delighted with ; 
ecorinced of the futility of those researches : but I hav6 
read his philosophical essay upon the extent of human know- 
ledge, which by the way, makes two large ^lUArtos and a lialf. 
He there show^ very clearly, and with most splendid elo- 
quence, what the human mind can, and cannot do ; that our 
understandings are wisely calculated for our place in Jthis 
planet, and ibr the link which we form in the universal 
chain of things ; but that they are by no means capable of 
thfiit degree of knowledge, which our curiosity makes qb 
search ffi\er, and which our vanity makes us often believe we 
arrive at. 1 shall not recommend to you the reading of that 
work. But when you return hither, I shall recommend to 
your frequent and diligent perusal all his tracts, that are re- 
latlre to our history and constitution; upon which he 
throws lights, and scatters graces^ which no other writer has 
ever done. 

Reading, which was always a pleasure to mei n the time 
even of my greatest dissipation, is now bftcome my only 
refiage $ and, I fear, I indulge it too much at the expense of 
my eyes. But what can I do ? I must do something ; I can- 
not hear absolute idleness : my ears grow every day more 
lasdless to me, my eyes consequently more necessary ; 1 will 
not hoard them like a miser, but will rather risk the loss than , 
AOt enjoy the use of them. 

Pray let me know all the particulars, not only of your re> 
eeptioaat Munich, bat also at Berlin ; at the latter, 1 believe, 
it will b^ a good .one : for his Prussian Majesty knows, that 
1 have long been an adnirpr a^ respecter of his great and 
vanws iaknt^. A^^. 
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LETTER CCCV. 

London, Febntary X, 17 B^ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 RECEIVED, yesterday, yours of the 13th from Muaiehs 
in consequence of which, I direct this to you there^ 
though I directed my three last to Beiitn, ^here I suppose 
ytiVL will find them at your arrival. Since you are not only 
flomesticated, but fdM at Munich, you are mnck in the 
right to stay there. It is not by seeing places, that one know* 
them, hut by familiar and daily conversatioiis with the peopls 
of fashion. I would not care to he in the place of that pro- 
digy of beauty, whom you are to drive * dans la course de 
ti-aineaux ;' and I am apt to think you Rre ranch more likely 
to break her bones, than she is, though ever so cruel, tohteafc 
your hcait. Nay, I am not sure but that, aecordhig to aD 
the rules of gallantry, you are obliged to overturn her on 
purpose : in the first place, for the chance of seeing her 
backside ; in the next, for the sake of the contrition and eon- 
eem wliich it would give you an opportunity of showing ; and 
lastly, ufran account of all the < gentllesses et eplgramme^ 
which it would naturally* suggest. Voitnre has made aeverri 
stanzas, upon an accident of that kind, wlueh happened te m 
lady of his acquaintance. There is a great dad of wk m 
them, rother too much ; for, according to the taste of thoie 
times, they are full of what the Italians call * concetti aps- 
riiosissiroi ;' the Hpaniaixls, tmgttdeze .* and we, afieetatkm 
and quaintness. I hope you have endeavoured to suit year 
'iraineau to the character of the fair-one whom it ik to «o»- 
tain. If die is of an irascible, impetuous dispositioB (as lEoe 
women can sometimes be), you will doubtless place her in 
the body of n lion, a tip:er, a dragon, or some tremendous 
beast of prey and fury ; if she is a sublime and atate- 
ly beauty, which I think more probable (for nnquestion- 
ably she is hogh gebokmej, you will, 1 suppose, provide a 
Yfiagnifioept vfipxk or proud peacock for hq: Feccption ; bat« 
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i£ she is afl tenderness and softness, yoa have, to be sore, 
taken eue, amorous doves and wanton sparrows shoiild seem 
to flatter roand hcr» Proper mottos, I take it for |;rantedy 
tliat 70a haye eventually prepared ; but, if not, you may find 
a grea^many ready-made ones, in ' Les entretiens d'Ariste et 
dfBugene, sur les devises,' written by Pere Bouhours, and 
irartb your reading at any time. I will not say to you, upon 
this occasion, like the father in Ovid, 

Parce^ piier« stimulis; et fortius utere loHs. 

Ob the cootniry, drive on briskly ; it is not the chariot 
t/[ the sun that you drive, but you earry the sun in yonr 
•hariot; consequently, the faster it goes, the less it will be 
likely «ther to aeoreh or oonfame. This is Spanish enough, 
i am mxee. 

If thiB finds you still at Munich, pray make many ooropli* 
mentafroin me to Mr. Burrish, to wXiom I am very much 
obliged for all his kindness to you : it is true, that, while I 
bad power, I endeavoured to serve him ; but it is as true 
too, that I served many others more, who have neither re- 
turned nor remembered those services. 

I have been very ill this last fortnight, of 3rour old Gamio- 
hm complaint, the artkntU vag'a s luckily, it did not fall up* 
oi my breast, but seized on my right arm ; there it fixed its 
seat of empire; but, as in all tyrannical governments, the 
iemotest parts felt their share of its severity. Last post I 
was not able to hold a pen long enough to write to you, and 
therefore desired Mr. Grevenkop to do it for me : but that 
letter was directed to Bcriin. My pain is i¥)w much abated, 
tiMKigh 1 have still some fine remains of it in my shoulder, 
where I fear it will teaze me a great white. I must be care- 
fill to take Horace's adviee, and consider well, < Quid valeant 
humeri, vpoA ferre reeusent.' 

Lady Chesterfield bids me make you her compliments, and 
asRire you, that the music will be ]puoh more wel^omi^t^ her 
with yoa» than without vott» 
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In sonie of my last letters, Vliich were directed tb, And 
-will I suppose wnit fbr you at BerBii, I complhnented joo, 
t(rit1i justice, upon great improvemeDt of late in the epistola- 
ry way, both vith regard to the style and the turn of your 
letters : your four or five last to me have been ^ery good 
ones, and one that you vrote to Mr. Hai*te, upon the new 
year, tras so i»retty a one, and be was so much and so justly 
pleased with it, that he sent it me from Wmdsor, the inatntit 
he had read it. This talent (and a roost necessary one it is 
in the course of life) is to be acquired by resolving, and tak- 
ing pains, to acquire it $ and, indeed, so is eveiy talent ex- 
cept poetry, -which is undoubtedly a gift. Think therefiift^, 
night and day, of tlie turn, the purity, correctness, the per* 
spicuity, and the elegancy, of ivhatever you speak or write : 
take my word for it, your labour will not be in vain, but great- 
ly rewarded by the harvest ofpraise and success which it will 
bring you. Delicacy of turn, and elegancy of style, are or- 
naments as necessary to common sense, as attentions, mI^ 
dress, and fashionable manners, are to common civility; 
both may subsist without them,, but then without being of the 
least use to the owner. The figure of a man is exactly tlve 
same, in dirty rags, or in the finest and best-chosen clothes ; 
but in which of the two he is most likely to please, and 
to be received in good company, I leave lo you to deter- 
mine. 

Both my arm and my paper hint to me, to bid you good 
night. 

LETTER CCCVII. 

London, February 1% 1754. 
MY BEAR FRIEND, 

1TAKE my aim, and let off this letter at you, at Berlin ; 
I sliould be sorry it missed you, because I believe you 
win read it witli as much pleasure as I write it. It is to in- 
form you, that after some difficulties and dangers, your scat 
M tMe new parliament is at best absolutely secured, and that 
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^nCboat oppoatioD, or the least necessity of your ^rsonal 
%roaUe or appearance. This success, 1 must farther inform 
yoo, is in a great dej^ree owing to Mr. £Uot*s friendship to 
us both ; for he brings you in with himself^ at his sorest bo« 
rough. As it wasifnpossibleto aet with more zeal and friend- 
ibipthan Mr. fUiot has acted in this whole afi&ir, I desire that 
you willy by the Very next post, write him a tetter of thanks; 
warm and young thanks, not old and cold ones. You may 
enclose it in youi's tq me^ and I will send it to him, for heia 
DOW in Cornwall. 

ThnSy sure of being a senator, . I dare say you do not pro- 
pose t6 be one of the ' pedarii senators, et pedibus ire in sen** 
tentiam ;' for as the house of commons is the theatre where 
you must make your foi^tune and figure in the world, you 
must resolve to be an actor, and not a persona muta, wliioh 
is just equivalent to a candle-snufier upon other theatres* 
Whoever does not shine there is obscure, msignificant, and 
contemptible ; and you cannot conceive how easy it is, for a 
man of half your sense and knowledge, to shine there if he 
pleases. The receipt to make a speaker, and an applauded 
one too, is short and easy-r-Take of common sense quantum 
Mufficity add a little application to the rules and orders of the 
house, throw obvious thoughts in a new light, and make up 
the whole with a large quantity of purity, correctness, and 
elegancy of style.— -Take it for granted, tliat by far the great* 
est part of mankind do neither ailalyse nor search to the bot- 
tom; they are incapablaof penetrating deeper than thesur* 
lace. All have senses to be gratified, tery few have reason 
to be applied ta Gracefiil utterance and action please their 
eyes, eleigant diction tickles their ears ; but strong rensoa 
voukl be thrown away upon them. I am not only 'persuaded 
by theoiy, but convinced by my experience, that (supposing 
a certain degree of common sense) what is called a good 
speaker is as much a mechanic as a good shoemaker ; and 
that the two traces are cqvaQy to be learned by the same de- 
gree of application. Therefore, for God's 8akc,'let this trade 
be the principal o*dect of your thoughts i never lose sight 
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it. Attend minutely to your style, whftteTer Ungua^ yc« 
fipeak or write in ; seek for the best "wrords, and think of the 
best turns. Whenever you (ioubt of the propriety or elegan- 
cy of any word, search the dictionaiy or some gcx)d author 
for it, or inquire of somebody, who is master of that lan- 
guage ; and, in a little time, propriety and elegancy of dic- 
tion will become so habitual to you, Aat they will cost you no 
more trouble. As I hare laid this down to be meehenieal, and 
attainable by whoever will take tlie n^cessaiy pains, there 
will be no great vanity in mj saying, that I saw the inip<Mrt« 
ance of the object so early, and attended to it so youngs, that 
it would now cost roe more trouble to speak or write ungram- 
matieally, vulgarly,' and tAelegantly, tlian ever it did to avwd 
doing so. The late Lord Bolingbroke, without the least trou- 
ble, talked all day long fall as elegant as he wrote. "Why I 
not by a lieculiar gift from Heaven ; but, as he has often 
told ipe himself, by an early and constant attention to his 
style. The present solicitor-general, Murray*, has less law 
than many lawyers, but has mor^ piractioe than any ; merely 
upon account of his eloquence, of which he hasa never-ftaling 
stream. 1 remember, so long ago as when I was at Cans- 
bridge, whenever I read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they 
were my chief study) whether ancient or modem, I used to 
write down tlie shining parages, and then translate them, 
as well and as elegantly as ever I could ; If Latin or French; 
into English; if English, Into French. This, which T prac- 
tised for some years, not only improved and formed my style, 
but imprinted in my mind and memory, the best thoughts of 
the best authors. The trouble was little, but the advantage 
I have experienced was great. "While you are abroad, you 
can neither have time nor opportunity to read pieces of £ng^ 
lish or parliamentary eloquence, as I hope you wiU oarefu^ 
do when you return ; but, in the mean time, whenever pieces 
of French eloquence come in your way, such as the speeches 
of pei-sons received into the acadamy, oraitone fmi^breg^ 

* Created liord Mansfield hi the year 1756. 
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r«presentath>Ds of the eeyeral parliaments to the king, &o. 
read them in that view, in that spirit; observe the harnaony, 
the turn, and elegancy of the style ; examine in what you 
think it might have been better ; and consider in what, had 
you written it yourself, you might have done woi-se. Com- 
pare the difierent manners of expressing the same tlioughu, in 
different authors ; and observe how diSereo: ly the same things 
appear in different dress. Vulgar, coarse, and ill-chosen 
-words, will deform and degrade the best Uiought, as much 
fu rags and dirt will the best figure. In short, you now krow 
your object ; pursue it steadily, and have no digressions that 
Jire not relative to^ aad eoimected with, the main action. Your 
«ocee8B in parliament will e&otually remove all other objec* 
tion9 / either a foreign or a domestic destination will no 
longer be refused you, if you make your way to it through 
"Westminster. 

1 think I may now say, that I am quite recovered of my 
late iUness, strength and sfUrits excepted, which are not yet 
restored. Aix-la-ChapeUe and Spa will, I beUeve, answer all 
jny purposes. 

I bng to hear an aceoant of yot^r reception at Berlin, 
which I fancy wUl be a most gracious one. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCVIII. 

London, Februanj 15, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I CAN xtoyft with great truth, apply your own motto to 
you, * Nullum numen abest, si sit prudentia.' You aie 
pure of being, as early as your age will permit, a member of 
Ithat house, which is the only road to figure and fortune in 
this country, n Those, indeed, who are bred up to, and dis- 
jtingoish themselves in, particular professions, as the army, 
the navy, and the law, may, by theii* own merit, raise them- 
tdves to a certain degree ; but you may observe too, that 
lliey never get U> the top, without the assistance of pariia* 
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7n«Dtary talents and infiaence. The means of distlngoiehiii^ 
yourself in parliament are, as I told you in my last, lu^cK 
more eaSiljT attained than I believe you imagine. Close at- 
tendanee to the business of the house will soon give you tb^ 
parliamentary rouHne ; and strict attenticsi to your style 
win soon make you not onlr g speaker, but a good one. The 
Tutgar look upon a man, who is reckoned a fine speaker, as si 
phsenomenon, a supernatural bein^, and endowed with some 
peculiar gift of Heaven : they stare at hisd if he walks in this 
park, and cry. That U he. You will, I am sure^ view hiiu ia 
a jaster Kght, aqd nulldformdin^» You will oonaSder Iub^ 
only as a man of good-sense, who adorns common thoagfats 
ivith the graces of elocution, and the ^leganey of style, file 
xoiracle will then cease ; and you will be convinced^ that wkU 
the same application, and attentioato the same «b|ect» yoa 
nay most certainly equal, and perhaps surpass, this prodigy. 
"Sir W-^^— Y— -, with not a quarter of your partai, and not 
a thousandth part of your knowledge, has, by a gtibness of 
tongue singly, raised himself successively to the best employ* 
mcnts of the kingdom : he has been lord of the admimKy, 
lord of the treasury, secretary at war, and is now vice-trea- 
surer of Ireland ; and all this with a most sullied, not 40 say 
bhuted, character. Represent the thing to yourself, as it 
really is, easily attainable, and you will find it so. Have but 
ambition enough passionately to desire the object, and spirit 
enough to use the -means, and I will be answerable for your 
success. When I was younger than you are, I resolved 
within myself that I would in all events be a speaker in par- 
liament, and a good one teo, if I could. I consequently never 
lost sight of that object, and never neglected any of the 
means that I thought led to it. I succeeded to a certain de- 
gree ; aind I assure you, with great ease, and without 8upe« 
rid' talents. Young peofde are very apt to over-rate both 
men and things, from not being enough acquainted with them. 
In proportion as you come to know them better, you will value 
them less. Yoa will find that reason, which always ought to di» 
irect mankind, seldom does : bat the passions and weaknesses 
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aoramonty asarp its se&t, and rule in its stead. You will find, 
that the ablest have their weak sides too, and are only com- 
paratively able, with regard to the stilt weaker herd : having 
fewer weaknesses themselve;, thejaredbleto avail themselves 
of the irniumerable ones of the generality of mankiud ; being 
more mastera of themselves, they become more ea ily mas- 
ters of others. They address themselves to their weakness- 
es, their senses, their passions ; nevel* to theh* renson ; and 
consequently seldom fail of success. Bat then analyse those 
great, those governing, and, as the vulgar imagine, those 
perfect characters ; and you will find the great Bi'utus a tUi(^ 
in Macedonia, the great cai-dinal de Richelieu a jealous poe- 
taster, andtlie great duke of Marlborough a miser. Till you 
come to know mankind by your own experience, 1 know no- ' 
thing, Tiorno man, that ciin in the mean time bring you so 
frell acquainted with them as le due irte la RoehefbucauH : his 
Rttle book of maxims, which I wovlX^ advise you to look into, 
for some moments at least, every day of your life, is, I fear, 
too like, and too exact ft picture of human natui*e : I own it 
•ecms to degrade it ; but yet ray experience does not con- 
vince m^ that it degrades it unjustly. 

Now to bring all tliis home to my first point. AH these 
eonaidcrations'should not only invite you to attempt to make a 
figure in parliament, bat encourage you to hope that you shall 
succeed. To govern mankind, one must not over-rate them ; 
aud to please an audicnc« as a speaker, one must not over- 
Talue it. When 1 first came into the house of commons, 1 
respected that assembly as a venerable one, and felt a certaiB 
«we upon me ; but, upon better acquaintauce, that awe soon 
▼aniahcd ; and I discovered, that of the five hundred and 
sixty, not above thffty oOuld understand i*eason, and that all 
the rest were peuple / that those thirty only reqmred plaih 
common sense, dressed up in good language : and that all the 
others required only flowing and harmonious periods, whether 
they conveyed any meaning or not ; having ears to hear, but 
not sense enough to judge. These considerations made me 
ipeak with IKtlc conoera the first time, with less the second, 
1% 
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and with none at all the third. I gave mjielf oo farther 
trouble about any thing, except ray ^locution and my style ; 
presuming, without much vauity, that I had commoD sense 
sufficient not to talk nionaense. Fix these tliree truths strongly 
in your mind : First, that it is absolutely neeessaiy for yoa 
to speak iu parliament; secondly, that it only recjuires a lit- 
tle human attention, and no supernatural gifts ; and, thirdly, 
that you have all the reason in the -world to think that, you 
shall siieak well. When ve meet, tliis shall be the principal 
subject of our conversation ; and, if you will follow my ad- 
vice, 1 will answer for your success. 

Now fi*om great things to little ones ; the transition is to 
me easy, because nothing seems little to me that can be of 
any use to you. I hope you take great care of your mouth 
and tei-tii, and that you clean thera well every morning, with 
a sponge and tepid water, with a few drops of arquebusatle 
water dropped into it : besides washing your moutli care- 
fully after every meal. I do insist upon your never using 
those sticks, or any haixl substance whatsoever, which alwaya 
rub away the gums, and destroy llie varnish of the teeth. 
J speak thiifrom woful experience ; for my negligence of my 
teetli, when I was younger tlianyouare, made them bad ; and 
afterwartls, my deare to have them look better made me 
use sticks, irons, he. which totally destroyed them ; so that 
I have not now above six or seven left. I lost oue this morn- 
ing, which suggested this advice to you. 

I have received the tremendous wild boar, which your still 
more tremendous arm slew io the immense deseits of tlio 
Palatinate ; but have not yet tasted of it, as it is hitherto 
above ray low regimen. The late king of Prussia, whenever 
he killed any number of wild boars, used to oblige the. .lews 
to buy them, at a high price, tliough they could eat none of 
them, so they defrayed the expense of his hunting, ills soa 
hasjuster rules of government, as the Code Frederiqxte 
plainly shows. 

I hope tliat by this time you are as veil ancr^ at Berlin, da 
you were at Munich; but, if not, you are BUre of being «o at 
Dresden. Adieu. 
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LETTER CCCIX. 

London, February ^^f 1754» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE received your letters of the 4th, from Munich, 
and of the tlth, from Ratiahon ; hut I have not received 
that of the 31st January, to vhich yoa refer in the former. 
It is to this negUgence and uncertainty of the post, that you 
owe your accidents between Munich and Ratisbon ; for, had 
you received my letters regularly, you would have received 
one fl'om me before you left Munich, in which I advised yott 
to stay, since you were so well there. But at aU events you 
were in the wrong to set out from Munich in such weather, 
and such roads; since you could never imagine that I had 
set my heart so much upon your going to Berlin, as to venture 
your being buried in the snow for it. Upon the whole, con- 
sidering all, you are very well olf. You do quite right»in my 
inind, to retnrn to Munich, or at least to keep witliin the circle 
of Munich, Ratisbon, and Manheim, till tlie weather and the 
roads are good : stay at each, or any of those places, as long 
as ever you please ; for I am extremely indifferent about your 
going to Berlin. 

As to our meeting, I will tell you my plan, and you may 
form your own accordingly. I propose setting out from 
hence the last week in April, then drinking the Aix-la-Cha* 
pelle waters for a week, and from thence being at Spa about 
the 15th of May, where I shall stay two months at roost, and 
then return straight to England. As I both hope and believe 
that there will be no mortal at Spa during my residence 
there, the fashionable season not beginning till the middle of 
July, I would by no means have you come there at first, to be 
locked up with me and some few cupucfdnSf for two months, 
in that miserable hole ; but I would adviscyou to stay where 
you like best, till about the fii^st week in July, and then to 
come and pick me up at Spa, or meet me upon the road at 
Liege or Brussels. As for the intermediate time, should you 
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be vearj of Manheim and Munich, yoa maj, if yoa jdeaae^ 
go to Dresden, to Sir Charles WiUiams, vho wiU be there 
before that time ; or you may come for a month or six weeks 
to the Hagae ; or, in short, go or stay vherever yon tike 
best. So much for your motions. 

As you hare sent for all the letters directed to you at 
Berlin, you vill receive from thence Toloaes of mine, among 
which you will easily perceive that some were calculated for 
a supposed perusal previous to your opening them. I will 
not repeat any thing contained in them, excepting that I de- 
sire you wilt send me a warm and cordial letter of thanks for 
Mr. Eliot ; who has, in the most friendly manner imagina- 
ble, fixed you at his own borough of liskeard, where you will 
be elected jointly "with him, without the least opposition or 
difficulty. I will forward that letter to him m Cornwall, 
where he now is. 

Now that you are to be soon a man of business, I heartily 
wish you would immediately begin to be a man of method ; 
nothing contributing more to facilitate and dispatch business 
than method and onler. Have order and method in your 
accounts, in your reading, in the allotment of your time ; ht 
short, in every thing. You cannot conceive how much time 
you will save by it, nor how much better every thing you do 
will be done. The duke of Marlborough did by no means 
spend, but he slatterned himself into^ that immense^ debt 
which is not yet near paid off. The hurry and eonfualoii of 
the duke of Newcastle do not proceed from his business hot 
from his want of method in it. Sir Robert Walpolc, who 
had ten times the business to do, was never seen in a hurry, 
because he always did it with method. The head of a man 
who has business, and no method nor order, is properly that 
' rud$s indigestaque moles quam dixdre chaos.' As yoa must 
be conscious that you are cxtvemely negligent and dattemly, 
I hope you will resolve not to be so for the future. Prevail 
witli yourself, only to observe good method and order 
for one fortnight, and 1 will venture to assure you, that yoa 
will never neglect them afterwards, you will find such 
eonveniency and advai^i^^^lhsising from them. Me*^ 
^'^^^^^ 
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tliod is the great admntage that lawyers hate over other 
people, in speakiDg in parliament ; for, as they mntt neceasa* 
riif oiMerve it in their pleadings in the courts of jostiee, it 
liecomea habitQal to tijkem ererj where else. Withont nuJc- 
ing you a eompfiment, I can tell yott with pleasure, that or- 
der, method, and more ftcttvity of mind, are all that yoa 
want, to makcy some day or other, a consideraUe fignre in 
imainess. Yon have more lueful knowledge, more disoero- 
ment of oharaoters, and mneh more diseretion, than is com* 
mon at yotr age; mneh more, I am sore, than I had at thAt 
age. Experience yon cannot yet have, and therefore trust in 
the mean time to mine. I am an old traveU^ ; am w^U ae- 
^[Qainted with all the hye as well as the great roads ; I eannot 
misgajde yoa Irom ignorwee, andyoo are very sore I shall 
not from desgn. 

I ean sttsore you, that yon will have no opportunity of mA- 
«eriUng yourself, * my excelleacy^' be. Betirement tad 
Jt^et were my ehobe some years ago, while I had afl my 
senses, and health and spirits enough to carry on hnsiness % 
hat DOW I have lost my hearing, and find my constitution de*i 
eVning daily, they are become my necessary and only refuge. 
I biow mys^ (no common piece of knowfedge, let me tell 
yon) ; I know what I can, what I eannot, and consequently 
whait I ought to do. I oo^t not, and ther^ore will not, re- 
tam to business, when 1 am much less fit for it than I was 
when I quitted it. Still less will I go to Ireland, where, from 
my deafness andinfirmities, I must necessarily make a differ- 
ent figure from that which I once made there. My pride 
would be too much mortified by that difibrence. The two 
important senses of seeing and hearing 8h<xild not only be 
good, but quick, in busniess ; and the business of a lord lieu- 
tenant of Irehmd (if he will do it himself), requires both tiiose 
aensea in die Ughest perfection. It was the duke of Dorset's 
not doing the business himself, but giving it up to favourites, 
that has oocasioBed all tliis confusion in Ireland ; and it was 
my doing the whole myself, without either fikvonritc, minister, 
or mistress, that made my administntion so smooth an<* 
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^uiet. I remember, when 1 named the late Mr. Liddel for 
mj seereiary , every body was much surprised at it ; and 
some of my friends ret>resented to me, that he wat no man 
of bosiness, bnt only a ^ery genteel pretty young fellow. I 
assured them, and with truth, that that was the yery reason 
why I chose him ; for that I was' resolved to do all the busi- 
ness myself, and without even the suspicion of having a min- 
ister ; which tlie lord lieutenant's secretary, if he is a man 
of business, is always supjiosed, and commonly with reason, to 
be. Moreover, I look npon myself now to hs emeritus in bu- 
siness, in which I have been near forty years together ; I give 
it op to you : apply yourself to it, as I have done, for forty 
years, and then I consent to your leaving it for a philosophi- 
cal retirement, among your friends and your books. States- 
men and beauties are very rarely sensible of the gradatiohs of 
their decay ; and, too sanguinely hoping to shine on in their 
meridian, often sit with contempt and ridicule. I retired in 
time, * uti conviva satur ;* or, as Pope says still better, • Ere 
^tering youth diall shove you from the stage.' . My only re- 
maining ambition is, to be the counsellor and minister of your 
rising ambition. Let me see my own youth revived in you ; 
let me be your Mentor, and with your parts and knowledge, 
I promise you, you shall go far. You must bring, on your 
part, activity and attention, and I will point out to you the 
proper objects for them. T own I fear but one thing for yon, 
and that is what one has generally the least reason to fear 
from one of your age ; I mean your laziness, which, if }'ou 
indulge, will make yon stagnate in a contei^ptible obscority 
aU yooriife. It will hinder you from doiog any thing that 
will deserve to be written, or from writing any thing that may 
4]eserve to be read ; ami yet one or other of these two ob- 
jects should be at least aimed at by £very rational being. I 
look upon indolence as a sort oimtidde / for the man is effec- 
tually destroyed, though the appetites of Uie brute may sur* 
vive. Buaness by no means forUds pleasures ; on tKe con- 
trary, they reciprocally season each other : and I will ven- 
tiiK to affirm, that no man enjoys either in perfeotio^^ that 
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does not join liofh. They whet the deaire for eaeh other. 
Use yonrBelf, therefore, in time, to he alert and diligent in 
your little eoncems : never proerastinate, nerer pot off till 
to-morrow what yoa can do UMiay ; and never do two things 
at a time : pnrsae your objeet, he it what it will, steadily and 
lodefatigably ; and let any dilBcnlties (if surmoantable) rather 
animate than slaeken your endeavours. Persererauee has 
surprising efieets. 

I wish you would use yourself to translate, every day, only 
Ihree or four linear from any hook, in any language, into the 
eorreetest and most degant English that you ean think of; 
you cannot imagine how it will insensibly form your style, and 
gj:ve you an habitual elegancy : it would not take you up a 
quarter of an hour in a day. This letter is so long, that it wilt 
hardly leave you diat quarter of an hour, the day you re- 
ceive it. 

UETTER CCCX. 

London, Mdrch 8, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A GREAT and unexpected event has lately happened in 
our nunisterial world — Mr. Pclham died last Monday, of 
a fever and mortification ; occasioned by a general corruption 
of bis whole mass of Mood, which had broke out into sores in 
his back. I regret him as an old acquaintance, a pretty near 
relation, and a private roan, with whom I have lived many 
years in a social and friendly way. He meaned well to the 
public ; and was incorrupt in a post where corruption ispom^ 
monly contagious. If he was no shining, enterpH»ng minis* 
ter, he was a safe one, which I like better. Very shining min- 
isters, like the sun, are apt to scorch when they shine the 
Brightest : in our constitution, I prefer the milder light of a x 
less glaring minister. His successor is not yet, at least pub- 
licly, designatui, Tou will easily sappose that many are very 
willing, and very few able, to fill tliat post. Various persons 
are talked of, by different people, for it, according as their 
interest prompts them to wish, or their ignorance to conjee- 
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tare. Mr, Fox is the moflt ta&ed of ; he is strong any p a rt * 
ed hj the duke of Comberland. Mr.Lteggeythe soUcitor-ge- 
neraly and Dr. Lee, are likewise all spoken p^ upon the loot 
of the duke of Newcastle's and the chancellor's interest. 
Should it he any one of the three last» I think no great altera- 
tions will ensue ; but, should Mr* Fox prevail, it would, in jny 
opniion, soon produce changes, by no means ^Toarable to the 
duke of Newcastle. In the mean time, the wild conjeetnref 
of vohinCeer poiitioiams, and the ridieuloas impoitanee whieb, 
ttpon these occasions, blockheads always endeayoar to gbe 
themselires, by grave looks, significant shrugs, and insignifieant 
whispers, are veiy entertaining to a by-stander, as, thank God, 
I now am. One ktunos %omethiingt but is not yet at liberty to 
tell it ; another has heard something from a veiy good haed ; 
a third congratulates himself upon a ocitain. degree of inti- 
macy, which he has long had with eyeiy one of the caadi* 
dates, though, perhaps, he has never spoken twice to any one 
of them. In short, in these sort of intervals, vanity, interest, 
and absurdi^, always display themselves in the most ridico- 
loos light. One who has been so long behind the scenes as I 
have, is much more diverted with the entertainment, than 
those can be who only see it from the pit and boxes. I know 
the whole machinery of the interior, and can laugh the better 
at the silly wonder, and wild conjectures, of the uninformed 
apectators. This accident, I think, cannot in the least alieet 
your election, which is finally settled with your friend Mr. 
Eliot. For, let who will prevail, I presume, he will consider 
me enough, not to overturn an arrangement of that sort, in 
which he cannot possibly be personally interested. So pray 
go on with yocir parliamentary preparations. Have that ob- 
ject alivays in your view, and pursue it with attention. 

I take it for granted that your late residence in Germany 
has made you as perfect and correct in German, as you were 
before in French ; at least it is worth your while to be so ; 
because it is worth every man's while to be perfectly master 
of whatever language he may ever have occasion to speak. 
A man is not himself, in a language which he does not thoroQgh- 
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ly jJOiaWB; his ihottglits are desr«ded« when mele|;aiifl7 or im'^ 
perfieetly ezprened: he is cramped and eonfioed, and coose* 
qnentily ean nerer appear to advantage. Kiaminft and analyse 
those ihooghtsthatstrikeyQuthe inost»eiUier inconyersationor 
in books; andyou will findytbattheyoweatleast halftheirmeritto 
the torn and expreaakm of them. There it nothing truer than 
that old sayings < Nihil dictum quod non prius dictum.* It 
ia only the manner o£ saying or writing it, that makes it ap* 
pear new. Gom^ce yourself, that manner is abivost eTery 
things an every thing ;. and study it accordingly. 

I am this moment informed, and I belieye truly, that Mr. 
Fax* is to sueeeed Mr. Pelham, as first commissioner of the 
troasmy, and ohancellor of the exchequer ; and your fiieud 
Mr* Yocke, of the Hi^;ne, to succeed Mr. Fox, as secretary 
at war. 1 am not sorry for this promotion of Mr. Fox, as I 
bawe always been upon eiyil terms with him, and found him 
ready to do ate any little senrices. He is frank and gentle- 
mmnlike in his manner ; and, to a certain degree, I really 
beUere, will be your triend upon my account ; if you can af- 
terwards make him yours upon your own, tant ndeux. I have 
aotbing more to say now, but Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXL 

London, March 15, 1754. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
VM7B are here in the midst of a second winter ; the cold 

r T IB more severe, and the snow deeper, than they were 
in the fii'St. I presume your weather in Germany is not 
much more gentle ; and therefore I h(^ tluit you are quietly 
and warmly fixed at some good town; and will not risk a 
second burial in the snow, after your late fortunate resurrec- 
tion out of it Yoor letters, I suppose, have not been aUe to 
make their way through the iee ; for I have received none 

* Henry Fok, ereated lord HoUand, haron of Foxley, in the 
year 1763. 
VOL. 1I|. K 
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from joa siQce that of the ISth of FcbruAry, from RatisboB. 
1 am the more uaeasy at this state of ignorance, bccaase I 
fcar that you may have fqfund some subsequent inconreiuen- 
ecs from your overturn, which you might not be aware of at 
irst.' 

The curtain of the political theatre was partly drawn ap 
the day before yesterday, and exhibited a scene which the 
public in general did not expect ; the duke of Newcastle 
was declared first lord commissioner of the treasory, Mr. 
Fox secretary of state in his room, and Mr. Henry Legge 
chancellor of the exchequer. The employments of ti^as«i«r 
of the navy, and secretaxy at war, supposed to be vacant by 
tiie promotion of Mr. Fox and Mr. Legge, were to be kept 
in petto till the dissolution of this parliament, which will pro* 
bably be next week, to avoid the expense and trouble of Hn^ 
accessary re-elections ; but it was generally supposed tliat 
Colonel Yorke, of the Hague, was to succeed Mr. Fox ; 
and George Grenville, Mr. LiSgge. Tliis scheme, had it 
taken place, you are, I believe^ aware, was more a temporary 
expedient, for securing the elections of the new parliament, 
and forming it, at its first meeting, to the interests and the 
inclinations of the doke of Newcastle and Uie chancellor, than 
a plan of administration either intended or wished to be pi-r* 
mancnt. This scheme was disturbed yesterday ; Mr. Fox, 
who htul sullenly accepted die seals the day before, more sul- 
lenly refused them yestenlay. His ol>ject was to be Arst com- 
missioner of the treasury, and chancellor of the exchequer, 
ftnd consequently to have a share in the election of the new 
parliament, and a much greater in the management of it when 
ohosen. This necessary consequence of his view defeated it ;■ 
and the duke of Newcastle, and the chancellor, chose to 
kick him up stairs into tlie secretaiyship of sUte, rather than 
trust him with either the election or the management of tlie 
new parliament. In .this, considering their respective situa- 
tions, they certainly acted wisely ; but whether Mr. Fox has 
done so, or not, in refusing the seals, is a point which I 
eanuot detcrmiiu;. It* he is^ as I pi*esume he is, animated 
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^tb revenge, and 1 befie?e would not be overVserQpcirous in 
the means of gratifying it, 1 should have thonght he eoald 
Iiare done it better, as a secretary of state, with constant ad- 
mission into the closet, than as a private man at the head of 
an opiM)sition. Bat I sec all these tilings at too great a dis- 
tance to be able to jadge soundly of them. The true springs 
and motives of political measures are confined within a very 
narrow circle, and kaown to very few ; the good reasons al- 
legetl areseldomthe true ones. The public commonly judges, 
or wKhcr guesses, wrong ; and I am now one of that public. 
I therefore reicommeud to you a prudent Pyrrhonism in all 
Ynatters of state, until you beeonie one of the wheels of tliem 
yourself, and consequently a^uainted with the general motion^ 
Jit least, of the others j for as to all the minute and secret 
springs, that eonti*ibute more or less to the whole machine, 
-BO man ti\iBg ever knows them all, not even be who has the 
prhMapal direction q£ it: as in the human body there are in- 
numerable little vessels and glands, that have a good deal to 
dOj and yet escape the knowledge of the most skilful anato* 
mist ; he viill know more, indeed, than those who only see 
the exterior of our bodies ; but he will never know all. This 
bustle, and these changes at court, far from having disturb 
«d the quiet and security of your election, have, if possible, 
rather oonfirmed them ; for the duke of Newcastle (I must 
do him justice) has, in the kindest manner imaginable to you, 
wrote a letter to Mr. Eliot, to recommend to liim the utmost 
©are of your election. 

Though the plan of administration is thus unsettled, mine 
for my travels this summer is finally settled ; and I now coni- 
municateit to you, that you may form your own upon it. 1 
propose being at Spa on the lOdt or l^h of May, and stay- 
ing there till the lOth of July. As there will be no 
mortal there during my stay, it wiH be both unpleasant 
and unprofitable to you to be sliut up tete-^-tete with 
me the whole time; I should therefore think it best for you 
not to come to me there till ttie last week in June. In the 
mean time, I suppose that J>y the middle of April you w'M 
IWuktJiatyott have had enough of Manheim, Munich, ^ 
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• 
RatisboBy and that district. Wliere would you chooae to go 

then ? for I leave you ahsdluteljr your choice. — ^Wouid you 
go to Dresden for a month or six weeks ? Thgt is a good deal 
out of your way ; and I am not sure tliat Sir Charles -will be 

there by that time. Or would you rather take Bonn in your 

way, and pass the time^ till we meet, at the Haj^ue ? From 
'Manheim you may have a great many good letters of recom- 
mendation to the court of Bonn ; which court, and its elec- 
tor, in one light or another, are worth your seeing. From 
thence your journey to the Hague will be but a short one ; 
and you Vould arrive there at that season of the year when 
the Hague is, in my mind, the most agreefible, smiling scene 
in Europe ; and from the Hague you would have but thre# 
Tery easy day^ journeys to me at Spa. Do as you Uke^ 
for, as I told you before, < Ella k assolutamente padrone.' 
But, lest you should answer, that you desire to be determin- 
ed by me, I am rather inclined to the latter pUn ; I mean, 
that of your coming to Bonn, staying there according as yoa 
like it, and then passing the remainder of your time, that is. 
May and June, at the Hague. Our connexion and transac- 
tions with the republic of the United Provinces are such, that 
yoa cannot be too well acquainted with that constitution, and 
with those people. You have established good acquaintances 
there, and you have heen fiatoiS round by the foreign min- 
isters : so that you will be there en pais c<mnu. Moreover, 
you have not seen the stadthouder, the gowematOe, nor the 
court there, which ^ bon compte should be seen. U|^n the 
whole then, you cannot, m my opinion, pass the months of 
May and June more agreeably, or more usefully, than at the 
Hague. However, if you have any other plan, that you like 
better, pursue it : only let me know what you intend to do, 
and I shall most cheerfully agree to it 

The pariiament wiU be dissolved in about ten days, and the 
writs for the election of the new one issued out immediately 
afterwards ; so that, by the end of next month, you may de- 
pend upon being * merobre de la chambre basse ;' a title that 
sounds Ingh in fioreign countries^ and perhaps higher thaa it 
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^K^rres. I hope yott will add a better title to it in your owd : 
I iQean, tiiat of a good speaker in parliament : you liave, I 
am sure, all the mateiials necessary for it, if you villbutput 
them together and adorn the ra. 1 apoke in partiancnt the 
first roonth I vaa in it, and a month before 1 was of age ; 
and from the day I was elected, till the day that I spoke, I 
am sure I thonp;ht nor dreamed of nothing but speaking. The 
first time, to 8:iy the truth, I spoke very indifferently as to liie 
matter ; but it passed tolerably, in favour of the spirit -with 
-whieh I uttered it, and the wortls in which 1 dressed it. I 
improved by degrees, till at last it did tolerably well. The 
house, it must be owned, is always extremely indulgent to 
the two or three first attempts of a young speaker ; and if 
they find any degree of common sense in what he says, they 
make great allowances for hisinexpctieuee, for the roncern 
which they supiK>se him to be under. I experienced that in- 
dulgence ; for, had I not been a young member, I should cer- 
tainly have been, as I own I ileserved, reprimanded by the 
house for some strong and iudiscrect things that 1 said. Adieu ! 
it is indeed higl) time. 

LETTER CCCXU. 

London, March 26, 1754. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received your letter of the ISthfrom Man- 
heira, where I find you have been received in the usual 
gracious manner ; which 1 hope you return in a g^^aceful one* 
As tills is a season of great devotion and solemnity in all Ca- 
tholic countries, pray inform yourself of, and constantly at- 
teiul to, all their silly and pompous church ceremonies ; one 
ought to know them. I am vei'y glad tliat you wrote the let- 
ter to Ijord ", which in every different case that can possi- 
bly be supposed, was, I am snrc, liotli a decent and a prudent 
ati'p. You will fuid it very dilTieult, whenever we meet, to 
convince me that you could have any good reasons for not 
doing it ; foi* I wUl, for aij^ument's sake, supi)Ose, what 1 can- 
K3 
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not in reality believe, that he has both sud and done €be 
worst he conld, of and by you ; what then ? How will yoa 
help yourself ? Are you in a situation to hurt him ? Cer- 
tainly not ; but he certainly is in a situation to hurt yoQ. 
Would you show a sullen, pouting, impotent resehtmeat ? 1 
hope not : leaTe that silly, unaTailing sort of resentment to 
women, and men like them, who are always guided by bumoor^ 
never by reason and prudence. That pettish, pouUng can* 
duct is a great deal too young, and implies too. Uttle know- 
ledge of the world, for one who liaa seen so much of it as yoa 
have. Let this be one invariable rule of your conduct — ^Ne* 
Ter to show the least symptom of resentment, which you can- 
not, to a certain degree, gratify : but always to smile whei-e 
you cannot strike. There would be no living in courts, nov 
indeed in the world, if one could not conceal, and even dissem* 
ble, the just causes of resentment, which one meets with eve^ 
ry day in active and busy life. Whoever cannot master his 
humour enough, * pour fairc bonne mine k roauvais jeu,' 
should leave the world, and retire to some hermitage, in an 
unfrequented desert. By showing an unavailing and sullea 
resentment, you authorise the resentment of those who can 
hurt you, and whom you cannot hurt ; and give them that 
very pretence, which perhaps they wished for, of breaking 
with, and injuring you; whereas the contrary behavioup 
would lay them under 'th&<^straints of decency at least, and 
either shackle or expose their malice. Besides, captiousneas, 
sullenness, and pouting, are most exceedingly illibeml and vul- 
gar. * Un honnGte homrae ne les connoit pdnt.' 

I am extremely glarl lo hear that you are soon to have 
Voltaire at Manheim : immediately upon his arrival pray 
make him a thousand compliments from me. I admire him 
most exceedingly ; and whether as an epic, dramatic, or lyric 
poet, or prose-writer, I think I justly apply to him the < Nil 
molitur inept^.' I long to read his own correct edition of 
« Les Annates de I'Empire,' of which the ' Ahr^g6 Chrono- 
logique dc THistoire Universelle,' which I have read, is, I 
•appose, a stolen mil imperfect part i however, imperfect 99 
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it is, it lias explained to me that chaos of history of evtesa hnn* 
deed years more elcarly than any other book had done be- 
fore. You judge very rightly, that I love * le style leger et 
^uri/ 1 do, and so does every body who has any parts and 
taste. It should, I confess, be more or leas Jliteri, according 
to the subject ; but at the same time 1 assert, that there is 
no subject that may not properly, and which ought not to be 
adorned, by a cei*tain elegancy and beauty of style. What 
eanbe more adorned than Cicero's philosophical works ? What 
more than Plato's ? It is their eloquence only, that has pre- 
/lerved and transmitted them down to us, through so many 
centuries ; for the philosophy of them is wretched, and tht 
reasoning part miserable. But eloquence will always please» 
food has always pleased. Study it therefore ; make it the 
object of your thoughts and attention. Use yourself to relate 
elegantly ; that is a good step towards speaking well in par- 
liament. Take some political subject, tut*n it in your thoughts, 
consider what may be said both for and against it, then put 
those arguments into writing, in the most correct and ele- 
^nt En^h yoU can. For instance, a standing army, a place 
ImU, &c ; as to the former, consider, on one side, the dan- 
gers arising to a free country from a great standing military 
Ibrce ; on the other side, consider the necessity of a force to 
repel force with. Examine whether a standing army, though 
in itself an evil, may not, from ciilRimstanoes, become a ne- 
eessary evil, and preventive of greater dangers. As to the 
latter, consider how far places may Inas and warp the con- 
duct of men, from the service of their country, into an unwar- 
rantable complaisance to the com! ; and, on the other hand, 
coniader whether they can be supposed to have that effect 
upon the conduct of people of probity and property, who are 
more solidly interested in the permanent good of their coun- 
try, than they can be in an uncertain and precarious employ- 
ment. Seek for, and answer in your own mind, all the ar- 
guments that can be urged on either side, and write them 
down in an elegant style. This will prepare you for debating, 
aud give you an habitual eloquence : for I would not give a 
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farthing; for a mere holiday eloquence, displayed once or 
twice in a session, in a set declamation ; but I want an every- 
day, ready,' and habitual eloquence, to adorn extempore trnd 
debating speeches ; to make business not only clear but agree- 
able, and to please even those whom you cannot inform, and 
"who do not desire to be informed. All this you may acquire 
and make habitual to you, with as little trouble as it cost you 
to dance a minuet as well as you do. You now dance it me- 
chanically, and well, without thinking of it. 

I am surprised that you found but one letter from me at 
Manheim ; for you ought to hare found four or five ; there 
areas many lying for you at your banker's at Berlin, which 
I wish you had, because I always endeavoured to put some 
thing into them, which, I hope, may be of use to you. 

When we meet at Spa, next July, we must have a great 
many serious conversations ; in which I will poor out all ray 
experience of the world, and which, I hope, you will trust to, 
more than to your own young notions of men and things. You 
will, in time, discover most of tliem to, have been erroneous; 
and, if you follow them long, you will perceive your error 
too late ; but, if you will be led by a guide, who, you are 
8ure, does not mean to mislead you, you will unite two things, 
seldom united in the same person : the vivacity and spirit of 
youth, with the caution and experience of age. 

Ltast Saturday, Sir Tliomas Robinson*, who had been the 
king's mmister at Vienna, was declared secretary of state for 
the southern department, Lord Holderncsse having taken the 
northern. Sir Thomas accepted it unwillingly, and, as I henr, 
with a promise that he shall not keep it long. Both his 
health and sphits are bad, two very disqualifying circum- 
stances for that employment ; yours, I hope, will enable you, 
some time or otlier, to go through with it. In all events, aim 

• Created Loid Grantham in the year 1761, and since 
embassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the court 
of Spain. 
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^t H : and, if yoa fail or fall, let it at least be said of you, 
I tameu excidit ausis.' Adieu I 



LETTER CCCXm. 

JLondon, ^pril S, 1754 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, yesterday, your letter of the 20th March, 
from Manheim, with the enclosed for Mr. Eliot ; it was 
a yeiy proper one ; and I have forwarded it to him by Mr* 
Harte, who sets out for Cornwall to-morrow morning. 

I am very glad that you use yourself to translations ; ao^ I 
do not care of what, proTided you study the correctnesa 
and deganoy of your style. The life of Sextus Quintus is 
the beat book of the innumerable books written by Gregorio 
Ijeti, whom the Italians, very jastly, call Leti caca Ubri. 
But I would rather that you chose some pieew of oratory 
lor yoor translations, whether ancient or modem, Latin or 
fVenoh; which would gire you a jnore oratorial train of 
thoughts, and turn of expression. In your letter to me, yoot 
make use of two words, which, though true and correct 
Boglieh, are, however, from long disuse, become inelegaat, 
and seem now to be stifi^ formal, and in some degree scrip- 
tural : the first is tlie word namelyy which you introduce 
Ihus, fou inform me of a very agreeable piece of news, 
namely, that ifiy election is secured. Instead of namely, I 
woald always use, Tvhich is, or th(it is that my election is se- 
cured. The other word is, J^ne own inclinations : this is 
eertainly correct, before a subsequent word that begins with 
a vowel ; but it is too correct, and is now disused as too for* 
roai, notwithstanding the Hatits occasioned by my orvn. Eve- 
ry language has its peculiarities; they are established by 
usage, and, whether right or wrong, they must be complied 
with. I could instance many very absurd ones in different 
languages ; but so authorised by the "jus et normk loquendi,' 
that they must be submitted to. JSTamely and to idt, are 
very good words in themselves, and contribute to clearness. 
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iQOre tluin the relatives whioli we now substitute in tlidtr 
room ; bat, however, they cannot be used, except in 9 ser- 
mon, or some very grave and formal compositions. It is with 
language as with manners ; they ar^ both establislied by the 
usage of people of fashion ; it must be imitated, it must be 
complied with. Singularity is only pardonable in old age and 
retirement ; I may now be as singular as I please, but yoi 
may not We will, when we meet, discuss these and many 
other points, provided you will give me attention and ci*edit ; 
without both which it is to no purpose to advise either yott 
or any body else. 

I want to know your determination, where you intend to 
(if I may use that expression) while away your time, till 
^e last week in June, when we are to meet at Spa ; I con- 
tinue rather in the opinion which I mentioned to you former- 
ly, in favour of the Hague ; but however 1 have not the least 
objection to Dresden, or to any other place that you may like 
better. If you prefer the EJutch scheme, you Uke Treves 
and Coblentz in your way, as alsoDusseldorp ; all which places 
1 think you have not yet seen. At Manheim you may cer- 
tainly get good letters of recommendation to the courts of 
the two electors of Treves and Cologne, whom you are yet 
unacquainted with; and I should wish you to know them all. 
Por, as I have often told you, * olim hiec roeminisse juvabit* 
There is an utility in having seen what other people have 
teen ; and there is a justifiable pride in having seen what 
others have not seen. In the former case, you are equal to 
others, in the latter, superior. As your stay abroad will not 
now be ver}- long, pray, while it lasts, see every tiling and 
every body you can ; and see them well, with care and at- 
tention. It is not to be conceived of what advantage it is to 
any body to have seen more things, people, and countries^ 
than other people in general have ; it gives them a credit, 
makes them referred to, and they become the objects of tiie 
attention of the company. They are not out in any part of 
polite conversation ; they are acquainted with all the places, 
eiiatoms, courts, and families^ that are likely to be mentioned; 
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iliey are, as Monsieur de Maapertius justly obierrei^ ' de 
tous les pais, comme les s^avans sout de tons les terns.' You 
have, fortunately, both those advantages ; the only reiuainiug 
point is * de s^avoir les faire valoire ;" for without that, one 
luay as well not have them. Remember that very true max- 
im of La Bruyere's, << Qu*on ne vaut dans ce monde que ee 
qa'on veut valoir.' The knowledge of the world will teach 
you to what degree you ought to show * ce que vous valez/ 
One must by no mean^ on one hand, be indifferent about it ; 
as on the other, one most not display it with affectation, and 
in an overbearing manner ; but, of the two, it if better to 
«how too much than too little. Adieu. 

letter: cccxiv. 

Sath, JSTovember 27, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HEARTILY congratulate you upon the loss of your po- 
litical maidenhead, of which I have received from others 
a very good account. I hear that you were stopped some 
time in your career: but recovered breatli, and finished 
at Tery well. I am not surprised, nor indeed concerned, 
at your accident ; for I remember the dreadful feeling of 
that atuation in myself ; and as it must require a most un- 
common share of impudence to be unconcerned upon such 
an occasion, I am not sure tliat I am not rather glad you 
stopped. You must therefore now think of hai-dening your- 
self by degixies, by using yourself insensibly to the sound of 
your own voice, and to the act (tiifl ng as it seems) of rising 
up and sitting down again. Nothing will contribute so much to 
tliis as committee work of elections at night, and of private 
bills in the morning. There, asking sliort questions, moving 
for witnesses to be called in, and ail that kind of small ware, 
win soon fit you to set up for yourself. I am told that you 
are much moitiiicd at your accident; but without reason: 
pray, let it rather be a spur than a curb to you. Persevere, 
and, depend upon it, it will do well at last When I say per- 
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seT^re, I do not mean that you should speak every day, nor 
in every debate. Moreover, I voold not advise you to speak 
i^in upon public matters for some time, perhaps a moa& 
or two ; but I mean, never lo^ view of that great obfect ; 
pin-sue it with discretion, but pursue it always. Pielotez en 
attendant partie/ You know I have alwnys told yon, tlHt 
speaking in pubtic was but a knack, vliich those who apply 
te most, will succeed in best Two old members^ very good 
judges, have sent me compliments upon this occasioo ; and 
have assured me, that they plainly find it loiU do .* tfaoo^ 
they perceived, from that natural confusion you were in, 
that you neither said all, nor perhaps what you intended. 
Upon th« whole, you have set out very well, and have suffi- 
cient encouragement to go on. Attend therefore assiduoas- 
ly, and observe carefully all that passes in the house ; for it is 
only knowledge and experience tliat can make a debater. 
But if you still want comfort, Mrs. — — , Ihope, will admin- 
jster it to you ; foir in my opinion she may, if she wifl, be 
very comfortable ; and with women, as with speaking inpafw 
Bament, perseverance will most certainly prevail, sooner or 

later. 

What little I have played for here, I have won ; but Hiat 
is very far from the considerable sum wliich you heard of. 
I play eveiy evening from seven till ten, at a crown whist 
party, merely to save my eyes from reading or wi-iting fat 
three hours by caudle-light. I propose being ia town liie 
week after next, and hope to carry back with me much i 
health than I brought down here. Grood night. 



Mr. Stanhope being returned to England, and seeing bis fatHjcr 
almost every day, is the occasion of an interruption of tvro 
years in their correspondence. 
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LETl^R CCCXV. 

Sash, J^%vtmber 15, 1756. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 RECEIVED yours yesterday motning, together irlth the 
Prussian papers, which I haTe read with great attention. 
ir eoarts eoold bhish, those of 'hernia and Dresden ougfat, to 
have tl&eir fiilsehoods so pablioly and so undeniably exposed. 
The former irill, I presnme,^ next year, employ a hondred 
tfaousand men, to answer the acensation : and if the empress 
of the two Rnssias is pleased to argoe in the same eogent 
manner, their logic win be too strong for all the king of 
Ptossia's rhetoric. I weD rem^nber the treaty so often re^ 
ferred to in those pieces, between the two empresses, is 77<46. 
The king was strongly pressed by the empress qneen to ac- 
cede to it. Wassenaer communicated it to me for that pur- 
pose. I asked him if there were no secret articles ; snspeot- 
ing that there were some, because the ostensible treaty waa 
a mere harmless defenceless one. He assured me there 
were ngnc. Upon which I told him, that as the king had al- 
ready defensive alliances with those two empresses, I did not 
see of what use his accession to this treaty, if merehf a die- 
fendve one, couki be, either to himself or the other contract- 
ing parties; hut that, however, if it was only desired as an 
indication of the king's good-will, I would give him an act, 
hy which his majesty should accede to that treaty, as far, 
but no farther^ as at present he stood engaged to the respec- 
tive empresses, by tlie ddiensive alliances subsisting with each. 
Thisofifer hy no means satisfied him; which was a plain 
proof of the secret articles now brought to light, and into 
which the court of Vienna hoped to draw us. I toTd Was- 
sanaer so, and after that I heard no more of his invitation. 

I am stitt bewildered in the changes at court, of which I 
find that all the particulars are not yet fixed. Who wonkl 
have thought, a year ago^ that Mr. Fox, the chancellor, and 
the duke of Kewtwtle> dioaUl all three have quitted to|e. 

VOL. in L 
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ther ! nor can I yet accoant for it ; explain it id m«, if yon 
can. I oanttot see, neither, what the duke of Devonshire 
and Fox, whom 1 looked upon as intimately united, can have 
qua]<^11ed about, with relation to the treasury ; inform i»e, 
if you know. 1 never doubted of the prudent versatility of 
your vicar of Bray : but I am surprised at Obrien Wind- 
hara's gobg out of the treasury, where I should have thought 
that the interest 6f his brother-in-law, George GrenviUe^ 
would have kept hhn. 

Having found myself rather worse, these two or three last 
days, I was obliged to take some ipecacuana last night ; and, 
what you will think odd for a vomit, I brought it all up again 
la about an hour, to my greatest satisfaction and emolument, 
which is seldom the case in restitutions. 

You did well to go to the duke of Newcastle, who, 1 sup- 
pose, will have no more levees ; however, go from time t» 
time, and leave your name at his door, ior you have obiigib^ 
tions to him. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXVt 

£ath, Decernb&r 14, 1756. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

WHAT can I say to you from this place, where every 
day 18 sUU but a^ the first, though by no means ao 
'agreeably passed, as Antony describes his to have been ! 
The same nothings succeed one another every day with me, 
as regularly and uniformly as the hours of the day. You 
will think tfais tiresome ; and so it is : but how can 1 help it ? 
Cut off from society by my deafness, and dispirited by ill 
health, where could 1 be better ? You will say, perhaps 
where could you be worse ? Only in prison, or the galleys, I 
confess. However, I see a period to my stay here : and I 
have fixed, in my own mind, a time for my return to Lon- 
don ; not invited tliere by either politics dr pleasures (to 
both whieh I am equally a stranger), but merely to be at 
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home; irhichy after all, according to the vu^ar sayiDg, Is 
home^ be it never so homely. 

The political settlement, as it is called, I find, lij no means 
•ettled : Mr. Fox, who took this place in his way to hi&hro- 
tber'a, where he intended to pass a month, was stopped sWrt 
by an express, which he received from his connexion, to 
come to town immediately ; and accordingly he set ont from 
hence, very early, two days ago. I had a very long conver- 
sation with him, in which he was, seemingly at least, very 
frank and communicative: hut still I own myself in tlie dark. 
In those matters, as in most others, half knowledge (and 
mine is at most that) is more apt to lead one into error, than 
to cany one to truth ; and our own vanity contributes to the 
seduction. Our conjectures pass upon us for truths ; we wiS 
know what we do not know, and often what we cannot know : 
so mortifying to our pride is the bare suspicion of ignorance ! 

It has been reported here, that the empress of Russia ig 
dying : tliis would be a fortunate event indeed for the king of 
Prussia, and necessarily produce the neutrality and inaction, 
St least, of that great power ; which would be a heavy weight 
taken oat of the opposite scale to the king of Prussia. The 
misritsHsdma must, in that case, do all herself; for, though 
France will no doubt proHiise largely, it will, I believe, per- 
form but scantily ; as it desires no better, than that the difH-r- 
tnt powers of Germany should tear one another to pieces. 

I hope you frequent all the courts : a man should make 
his fac? familiar there. Long habit produces favour insensi- 
bly : and acquahitanee often does more than friendship, in 
that climate where lf.8 beaux aentimeru are not the natural 
growth. 

Adieu ; I am going to the ball, to save my eyes fr6m r^ad-* 
isg9 and my mind from thinking; 
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UBTTEB CCCXVII. 

Math, January 12, 1757. 

My dear frbbnd, 

I WAITED quietly to see when either your leisure, or 
your inelinations, would allov you to honour me -with 
a letter ; and at hist I received one this morning, very near 
a fprtnight after you went from hence. You wiU 8ay,|tiiat 
you had no news to write me ; and that prohably may be 
true; but, without news, one has always something to «ay to 
^ose with whom one derares to have any thing to da 

Your observation is very just with regard to the king of 
Prussa, whom the most august house of Austria would 
most unquestionably have poisoned a centuiy or two ago. 
But now that < Terras Astrsea reliquit,' Icings and prinees 
^ie of natural deaths ; even war is pusillanimously carried on 
in this degenerate age; quarter is given; towns are taken^ 
and the people spared : even in a storm, a woman can hard- 
ly hope for the benefit of a rape. Whereas (such was the 
humanity of forpier days) prisoners were killed by thousands 
in cold bbod, |ind the generous victors spared neither man, 
woman, nor child. Heroic actions of this kind were per- 
formed at the taking of Magdcbourg. The king of Prussia 
is certainly now in a situation that must soon decide his fate^ 
and make him Csesar or nothing. Notwithstanding the 
march' of the Rusaans, his greatest danger, in my oiMnion, 
lies westward. I have no great notion of Apraxin's abilities, 
and I believe many a Pnissiati colonel would out-general 
him. But Brown, Piccolomini, Lucchese, and many other ve- 
teran officers in the Austrian troops, are respectable enemies. 
Mr. Pitt seems to me to have almost as many enemies to 
encounter as his Prussian majesty. The latie ministry, and 
the duke's party, will, 1 presume, unite against him and his 
tory friends ; and then quarrel among themselves again. 
His best, if not his only chance of supporting himself would 
be, if he had credit enough 19 the city, to hinder the advano 
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in^bf the money to a»j administratkni but hii own ; and I 
baye met vith acme people here who think that he has. 

I hare put off my journey firom hence for a week, but no 
longer. I find I still gain some strength and some flesh here ; 
and therefore I yill not cut, while the run is for me. 

By a letter whiohl received this morning from Lady Allen, 
i observe that you are extremely well with* her ; and it is 
well tor you to be so, for she is an excellent and warm puff. 
• ^ prop»9 (an expression which is oommooly used to intro- 
duce whatever is unreladve to' it), you should apply to some 
of Lord Uoklemesse's people, for the perusal of Mr. Cope's 
letters. It will not be refused you ; and tlie sooner you have 
them the better. I do not mean them as models for your 
manner of writing ; but as outlines of the matter you are to 
'write upon. 

If you have not read Hume's Essays, read them : they are 
four very small volumes ; I have just fiuished, and am ex- 
tvemly pleased with them. He thinks impartially, deep, o& 
ten new: and, in my mind, eommoniyjust. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXVm. 

BUickheath, September 17, 1757, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

LORD Holdernusse has been su kind as to communicate to 
me all the letters which be has received from you hith- 
erto, dated the 15th, 19th, 23d, and 26th August ; and also 
adraught of that which be wrote to you the 9th instant. 
1 am veiy well pleased with all your letters ; and, what is 
better, I can tell you that the king is so too ; and he said, 
but three days ago, to Monsieur Munchausen, * He (mean- 
ing you) sets out very well, and I like his letters ; provided 
that, like most of my English ministers abroad, he does not 
grow idle hereafter.' So that here is both praise to flatter, 
and a hint to warn you. What Lonl Holderucsse recom- 
Bto you, being by the king's ordei', intimates also a de- 
t of approbation ; for the blacker ink, and tlic lar^ 
L2 
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character^ sluxw^ ibtA his maje^^, whote eyes are grova 
weaker, intends^to read- all your letters himeel^ Theiefosey 
pray do not nej^e^t to get the l^lackest ink yoa can ; and to 
make yoaraeoretary enlarge his hand, though (PaiUevrg H it 
a very good ooe. 

Had I been to mh an advantageous sitaatian lor you, and 
• good dibuivk it, loould not have wished. you either, beCtfet 
than botli have ^therto proved. The rest will d^end entirefy 
upon yourself ; and I own^^ I begin to havemuch better hcfciy 
than I had ; for I know, by my own experienee, that the 
rtiote^ one works, the more willing one is to work. W« are 
all, more or less, < des animaux d'halntude/ I remember 
Tei]y well, that when I was in business, I wrote four or &¥B 
hours together every day, more willingly than 1 should now 
half an hour ; and this is most certain, that when a man has 
applied himself to business half the day, the other half goes 
oif the more cheerfully and agreesibly. Tbisl found so ford' 
foly, when I was at the Hague, that I never tasted company 
so well, nor was so good company myself, as at the suppers 
of my post-days. I take Hamburgh now, to be < le oeatre 
de refuge AUemand.' If you have any .Hanover r^ugUt 
among them, pray take care to be particularly attentive to 
them. How do you like your house ? Is it a convenient one ? 
Have the caaaerolles been emi)ioyed in it yet ? You will find 
' Ics pctits soupers fins' less expensive, and turn to better ac* 
county than large dinners fur great companies. 

1 hoite you have written to the duke of Newcastle; I take 
it for granted, that ynu have to all your brother ministers of 
the nortliern department. For God's sake be diligent, alerl^ 
active, and indefatigable in your business. You want nothing 
but labour and. industxy to be, one day, whatever you please, 
in your own way. 

We think and talk of nothing here but Brest, which is 
universally supposed to be the object of our great expedition. 
A great and important object it is. 1 suppose tke a£&ir mmt 
he bruagu^, or it will -not do. If we succeed, it will make 
France put some ^atcr to its wine. As for my own private 
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opinion, I own I rather wish than hopfs snoeev. Hmrerer, 
ibould our expedition fail * Magnia tamen excidit aatia ;' 
snd that will be better than oar late languid manner of mak< 
Ukg war. 

To mention a person to you whom I am very indifferent 
niKKit, I mean myself, I vegetate still jnst as I (dd when we 
parted : bnt I think I begin to be sensible of the ftutvran of 
Hie year, as well as of the antumn of my own life. I feel an 
iBtOTud awkwardness, which in about three weeks I shall 
carry with me to the Bath, where 1 hope to get rid of it, as 
I ctid last year. The best cordial I could Uke, would be to 
hear from time to time of your industry and diligenee ; for 
in that case I should consequently hear of your success. Re- 
member your own motto, * Nullum numen abest si sit pini* 
dentin.' Nothing is truer. Yours. 

LETTER CCCXIX. 

JSlacklieathf September 23, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED but the day b^ore yestei^ny your letter of 
the 3d> from the.head-quarters at Selsiugen ; and by the 
-way, it is but the second that I have received from you dnca 
your arrival at Hamburgh. Whatever was the cause of your 
going to the army, I approve of the effect ; for I would have 
you, as much as possible, see every thing that is to be 
seen. That is the true useful knowledge, which informs 
and improves us when we are young, and amuses us and 
others when we are old : • Glim haeo raeminisse jovabit.* 
I could wish that you wonM (buti know you will nOt) enter 
into a book a short note only of whatever you see or hear, 
that is very remarkable ; I do not mean a German album , 
stuffed with people's names, and Latin sentences; but I" 
mean such a book as, if you do not keep now, thirty years 
henee you would give a great deal of money to have kepf. 
* A propos de bottes,' for I am told he always wears his ; vaa 
Ida royai faijjuiess very gracloui to you, or not ? I haTe my 
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doubts aboot it The neutrality, whieli he hsB oooe1«ded 
with Mar6chal de Ricbetieu, -will prevent that bloody bMtle 
-which yon expected ; but what the kiog of Prussia Will say 
to it is another point. He was our only ally ; at present, 
probably we have riot one in the woi'ld. If the king of Proa- 
sia can get at Monsieur de Soubize's, and the imperial army, 
before Other ti^oops have joined them, 1 tlunk he will beat 
them ; but what then ? He has three hundred thousand men 
to encounter afterwards. He must submit; but he may say 
with truth, * Si Pergama dextr& defendi possent.' — 'The late 
action between the Pnissians and Russians has only tlmmed 
the human species, without giving either party a victoiy ; 
which is i)]aln by each paity's claiming it. Upon my word, 
our species will pay vfery dear for the quarrels and ambhioa 
of a few, and those by no means the most valuable part of It. 
If the many were wiser than they ftre, the few must be quiet- 
er, ami would perhaps be juster and better than they are. 

Hamburg, I find, swarms with GrafSf €hraj/in», Filrets, and 
Filritinsy Hocheits and Durcfdai^gUcheita. I am glad of it, 
for you must necessarily be in the midst of them ; and I am 
still more glad, that, being in the midst of them, you must 
necessarily be under some constrMut of ceremony ; a thing 
which you do not love, but which is, however, very useful. 

I desired you in my hist, and I repeat it again m this, to 
give me an account of your private and domestic life. How 
do you pass your evenings ? Have they, at Hamburgh, what 
are called «t Paris, des Musonty where one goes without 
ceremony, sups or not, as one pleases ? Are you adopted ia 
any society ? Have yoa any rational brother ministers, and 
which ? What sort of things are your operas ? In the tender, 
I doubt, they do not excel ; for * mien lieber chat9,' and the 
other tendernesses of the Teutonic language, would, in my 
mind, sound but indifferently, set to soft music ; for-the 6t«> 
vttra parts, I have a very great opinion of them ; .and * das, 
der donner dich ei-schWge* must, no doi/bt, ma&e a Cornell- 
dously fine piece oi recitativo, when uttere<l by an angry he- 
tOf to the nimble of a whole orchestra, inelodiug diumf« 
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tgumpetSf and Frencli* horns. Tell me your vhole aUotmeot 
of the daj, in which 1 hope four hours, at least, arc sacred 
to writing : the others cannot be better employed than in 
UberdL pleasures. In , short, give me a full account of your- 
self, in jour un-ministerial character, your incognito^ with- 
out jaarJiocchL 1 Iotc to see those, in whom I interest my- 
self, in their undress, rather than in gala s I know them bet- 
ter so. I recommend to you, ' etiam atque etiam,' method 
and ocder in every thing you undertake. Do you ob6er%'e it 
la your accounts ? If you do not, you will be a beggar, though 
you were to receive the appointmentB of a Spanish embassa- 
dor extraordinary, which are a thousand pistoles a month ; 
and in your, ministerial business, if you have not regular and 
stated hours for such and such parts of it, you wiQ be in the 
huny and confusion of the duke of N ■ , doing every 
thing by halves, and nothing weU, nor soon. I suppose you 
have been fea9ted throogh the Corps diplomatigite^ at Ham- 
lyorgh, excepting Monsieur Champeaux ; with whom, how- 
ever, I hope you live ' pollment et galamment,' at all third 
places. 

Lord Loudon is mueh blamed here for his * retraite deS 
dix milles,' for it is said that he had above that number, and 
might cooaeqoently have acted oflfensively, instead of retreat- 
ing ; espeeially as his retreat was contrary to the unanimous 
opinion (as it is now said) of the council of war. In our 
ministiy, I suppoM, things go pretty quietly ; for the D. of 
K. haa not plagued me ^is two months. When his royal 
Jhighness oomes over, which I take it for granted he will do 
very soon, the great push will, I presume, be made at hib 
grace and Mr. Pitt ; hut without effect, if they agree, as it 
is visibly their interest to do ; and in that case, their parlia- 
mentary strength will support ^em against all attacks. Tou 
may remember, I said at first, that the popularity would 
pooo he on the side of those who opposed the popular Militia 
3ill I and now it appears so with a vengeance, in almost every 
county in England, by the tumults and insurrections of tbo 
jpeople, who swear that they will not be enlisted. That silly 
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scheme must therefore he dropped,' as qniedy as may he. 
Now I have told yon all that I know, and almost ail that I 
think. I wish you a ggod supper, and a good night. 

LETTER CCCXX. 

Blackheath^ September 30, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE so Irttle to do, that I am surprised how I ea|i 
find to write to you so often. Do not stare at the seem- 
ing paradox ; for it is an undoubted truth, That the less one 
has to do, the less time one finds to do it in. One yawns, one 
procrastinates ; one can do it when one will, and therefore 
one seldom does it at all ; whereas those who have a gi^eat 
deal of business must (to use a vulgar expression) buckle to 
it : and then they always find time enough to do it in. I hope 
your own experience has, by this time, convinced you of 
tliis truth. 

I received your last, of the 8th. It is now quite over with 
» very great man, who would he still a very great man, 
though a vex7 unfortunate one. He has qualities of the mind 
that put him above the reach of these misfortunes ; and if re- 
duced, as perhaps he may, to the marche of Brandenburgli, 
he wi)l always find in himself the comfort, and with all the 
world the credit, of a philosoplier, a legislator, a patron, and 
a professor of arts and sciences. He will only lose the fame 
of a conqueror ; a cruel fame that arises from the destruction 
of the human species. Could it be any satisfaction to him to 
kno^r, I coukl tell him, that be is at this time the most po- 
pular man in this kingdom ; the whole nation being enraged 
at that neutrality which hastens and completes his ruin. Be- 
tween you and me, the king was not less enmg^ed at it him- 
self, when he saw the terras of it ; and it affected his health 
more than all that had happened before. Indeed, it seems 
to me a voluntary concession Of the very worst event. We 
now begin to think that our great and secret expedition is in- 
<««Qded for Maitinico and St. Domingo ; if that be true, an4 
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■we saceeed in the attempt, ve shall recover, andthe French 
lose, one of the most valuable branches (^ commeree, I mean 
sugar. The French now supply all the foreign markets in 
Surope with that commodity ; we only supply ourselves with 
it This would make us some amends for our ill lock, or ill 
oDoduct, in North-America; where Lord Loudon, with 
twelve thousand men, thougUthimself no match for the French 
with but seven ; and Admiral Holbourne, with seventeen 
ships of the line, declined attacking the French, becauie 
they had eighteen, and a greater weight of metal, according 
to the new sea-phrase, which was uidtnown to Blake. I hear 
that letters have been sent to both, with very severe refiri- 
matMls. I am told, and believe it is true, that we are ncgd- 
dating with the Corsican, I wHI not say rebels, but assertora 
of their natural rights ; to receive them, and whatever form 
of government they think fit to establish, under our protee»> 
tion, upon condition of their deHveriog up to us Port Ajaa- 
c^o ; which may be made so strong and so good a one as to 
be a full equivalent for the loss of Port Mahon. This is, in 
my- tnind, a very good scheme; for though the Corsicansara 
a parcel of cruel and perfidious rascals, they will in this easie 
be tied down to us by their own interest and their own danr 
ger ; a solid security with knaves, though, none with foobi. 
His royal highness the duke is hourly expected here : his ac- 
riral will make some bustle, for I believe it is certain, that h« 
Is resolved to make a push at the duke of N., Pitt, and Co, ; 
bat it will be ineffeotual, if they continue to agree, as, to my 
certain knowledge, they do at piresent. This parliament jji 
theirs; ' cetera qui s nescit ^'^ 

Now I have told you all I know, or have heard, of publio 
natters, let us talk private ones, that more nearly and im- 
mediately concern us. Admit me to your fire-side, in your 
little room ; and as you would converse with me there, write 
to me for the future from thence. Are you oonrtpletely rupp^ 
yet? Have you formed' what the world calls connexions ; 
that ia^ a certain number of acquaintances, whom, fitmi ao- 
tSdent or eb^oipe, you frequent more than others ? Have you 
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cither fine or well-bred women Here ? * Y a-t4l qoelqtte hmt 
ton ?' All fat and fair, I presume ; too proud and too cold 
to make advances, but, at the same time, too well bred and 
too warm to reject them, when made by < un honnStc hom- 
me flVee des manierca. 

Mr. ** is to be married, in abont a month, to Miss**. I 
am very glad of it ; for, as he will never be a man of the 
^rid, but wilt always lead a domestic and retired life, she 
seems to have been made on purpose for him. Her nk- 
tural turn is as grave and domestic as his ; and she Seems 
to Iiave been kept by her aunts H la glace, instead of be- 
irtg raised in a hot-bed, as most young ladies are of late. If, 
three weeks hence, you write him a short compliment of con- 
gratulation upon the occasion, he, Idsmother, and tutH guanfy, 
would be extremely pleased with it. Those attentions are 
always kindly taken, and cost one nothing but pen, ink, and 
jRiper. 1 consider them as draughts upon good -breeding, 
vfhere the exchange is always greatly in favour of the drawer, 
A propos of exchange ; I hope you have, with the help of 
your secretary, made yourself con-ectly master of all that 
sbvt of knowledge — Course of Exchange, t^gio, Banico^ 
Heichs-TTtaleri, down to Marten Grosclien. It is very little 
trouble to learn it : it is often of great use to know it Godd- 
nltght, and God bless you ! 

USTTERCCCXXI. 

Mackheath, October 10, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT is not without some difiiculty that I snatcli this moment 
of leisure from my Extreme idleness, to inform you of 
the present lamentable and astonishing state of affiurs here^' 
which you would know but imperfectly from the public pa- 
pers, and but partially from your private correspondents. Or^ 
tU8 then— <>ur invincible Armada, which cost at least half a 
million, sailed, as you know, some weeks ago ; the object kept 
te inidolable secret ; conjectures various, and expectations 
great. Brest was perhaps to be taken ; but Martiiuco and 
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Si. Donuhgo, at least. When lo ! the important ifland cf 
Aix was taken without the least resistance, seyen hundred 
hien made prisoners, and some pieces of cannon carried of^ 
From thence we sailed towards Rochefort, which it seema 
\na our main olject ; and consequently one should have sup* 
pdted we had pilots on hoard who knew all the soundings and 
landing-places there and thereahouf^ : but no ; Vor General 
M t asked the admiral if he eould land him and the troops ' 
Aoar Bochefort ? The admiral said, With great ease. To 
vliich the general replied ; But can you take us on hoard 
again ? To which the admiral answered, That, like all naval 
c^rationa, will depend upon the wind. If so^ said the genet^ 
ral, ru e'en go home again. A council of war was immedi- 
ately called, where it was unanimously resolved, that it was 
advixeable to return ; accoi*dingly they are i*etumed. Aa 
the expectations of the whole nation had been raised to th« 
Idghest pitch, the universal disappointment and indignatioa, 
haverisen in proportion ; and I question whether the ferment 
of men's minds was ever greater. Suspicions, you may b* 
sure, are various and endless ; but the most prevailing one i^ 
tliat the tail of the Hanover neutrality, like that of a oome^ 
extended itself to Rochefort. What encourages this suspicion 
h, that a French man of war went unmolested through our 
vhole fleet, as it lay near Rochefort. Haddock's whole 8tor|' 
is revived ; Michel's representations art combined with 
odier circumstances ; and the whole together makes up n 
Biaaaof (Useontent, resentment, and even fury, greater thaik 
perhaps was ever known in this country hefore. These are 
the fiicts, draif your own conclu^ons from them : for my 
part, I am lost in astonishment and eonjecturea, and do not 
know where to fix. My experience has shown me, that 
ttiany tMngs, which seem extremely probable, are not true ; 
and many, which seem liiglbly improbable, are true ; so that 
f win conclude this tteMe, as Josephus does almost every 
aftide ofhishistofy, with saying, *but of this every man wUI 
Jbefieve as he thinks proper/ What a disgraceful year will 
ihis be in the annida of tins country ! May Ks good geoiusy 
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if ever it appears agnin, tear out those sheets, thus staiaetiaiid 
lilotted by our igtioniiny ! 

Our domestic affairs are, as far as I know any tiling of them, 
Ifi the same situation as \(hen 1 wrote to you last ; Wt they 
will begin to be in motion upon the approadi of the seasiou, 
and upon the return of the duke, whose arrival is roost im- 
patiently expected by tlie mob of l/>ndon, though not to strow 
flowers in his way. 

I leave tliis place next Satui-day, and London the Saturday 
following, to be the next i\ay at Bath. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXXIL 

Jjondon, October 17, 17571 
] MY DEAR FRIEND, 

*1K/ OUR last, of the 30th past, was a very good letter : and 
JL 1 will believe half of what you assure me, that you re- 
tui-ned to the Landgrave's civilities. I cannot possibly go fai- 
ther than half, knowing that you are not lavish of your words, 
especially in that species of eloquence called the adulatory. 
Do not use too much discretion, in profiting of the landgrave's 
naturalization of you ; but go pretty often and feed with him. 
Choose the company of your superiors, whenever you can 
4iave it -, that is the right and true pride. The mistaken and 
silly i>ride is, to pi-itner among^ inferiors. 
. Hear, O Israel 1 and wonder. On Sunday niornlng last^ 
the duke gave up liis commission of captain general, and his 
regiment of guai'ds. You will ask me why ? I cannot tell 
you; but I will tell you tlie causes assigned ; which, perhaps, 
ttve none of them the true ones. It is said that the king re* 
proached hi n with having exceeded his powers in makmg the 
Hanover convention ; which his R. H. absolutely denied, and 
thre^ up thereupon. This is certain, tliat he ajipeared at 
th^ drawing-room at Kensington, last Sunday, after having 
quitte«l, and went straight U> Windsor ; where, his people 
say, that he intends to reside quietly, and amuse himself as a 
.private man^ But I eonjectuce that matters will soon be made 
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«p' again, and that he will resume his employments. Yon m ill 
eaaly imagine what speculations tliis event has occasioned hi 
tbe puhlicj I shall neither trouble you nor myself with relate 
ing them ; nor would this sheet of paper, or even a t|uire 
more, contain them. Some refine enouj^h, to suspect that 
it is a concerted quarrel, to justify somebody to somedodt/, with 
regard to the convention ; hut I do not believe it. 

His R. HL's people load tlie Hanover raiWsters, and more 
particulady our fi'iend Munchausen here, with the whole 
blame ; hut with what degree of truth I know not. This only 
is certain, that the whole negotiation of that affair was broach- 
ed and carried on, by the Hanoter ministers, and Mon« 
sievir Steinberg, at Vienna, absolutely unknown to the Eng- 
lish ministers till it was executed. This aflair combined (for 
people vriil combine it) with the astonishing return of our 
great armatnent, not only re in/ectd, but even ititentcOai 
nxHkes such a jumble of reflections, «onje<iture8, and refine- 
ments, that one is weary of hearing them. Our Tacituses 
and Machiavels go deep, suspect the worst, and perhaps, as 
they often do, overshoot the mark. For my own part, I 
fahrly confess that I am bewildered, and have not certain 
poatitlata enough, not only to found any opinion, but eveato 
form isonjectures upon : and this is the language which I 
think you should hold to alt who speak to you, as to be sure 
all will, upon that subject. Plead, as you truly may, your 
own ignorance ; and say, that it is impossible to judge of 
those nice points, at such a distance, and without knowing all 
circumstances, which }*ou cannot be supposed to do. And 
as to the duke's rengnation, yoti should, in my opinion, say, 
that perhaps there might be a little too mtich vivacity in t!»e 
case ; but that, upon the whole, you make no doubt of the 
thing's being soon set right agaiA : as. In truth, I dare say it 
win. Upon these delicate occasions you must practise the 
ministerial shrugs and persifage c for silent gesticulatious, 
which you would be most inclined to, would not be sufficient t 
something must be said ; but that something, when analyse*]^ 
must amount tQ notlung. As for instance, < II est vrai ^!i*on 
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t'y perd, mids que TOQlez-yoQs que jc yoQsdife^^ j a Viett. 
da poar et da eontre, on petit rdsident ne Toit gueres le fond 
du sac.«-Il faut atteodre.' — Those sort of expletives «re of 
infiaite use ; and nine people in ten think they mean some- 
thing. But to the landgrare of Hesse, I think yo.u would do 
veil to saj, in seeming confidence, that you have good rcasco 
to believe, that the principal objection of his majesty to the 
convention was, that his highness's interests, and the ;i£rHirof 
bis troops, were not sufficiently considered in it. To the 
Prussian minister asseil boldly, that yoa know de adaux 
eerttdnei that the principal object of his. majesty's and his 
British minister's attention is, not only to peribrm all their 
present engagements with his master, but to take new and 
stronger ones for his support : for this is true*-«l leaat at 
present. 

You did very well in invitine eomte Bothmar to dine with 
yo»i«. You see how minutely I am informed qf your pro- 
ceedings, though not from yourself. Adieu. 

I go to Bath next Saturday ; but; direct ypur letters, «i 
Oiaa], to I^don. 

LETTER CCCXXin. 

:Bath^ October 26, 1757. 
l^fY DEAR PRIEND, 

I ARRIVED her safe, but far from sound, last Sunday. 
I have consequently drank these waters but three days, 
and yet I find myself something better for them. The night 
^fore I left London I was for some hours at Newcastle* 
l^ouse ; where the letters which came in that morning lay 
iipon the table \, and his grace singled out yours, with great 
approbation ; and at the same time assured me of his ma- 
jesty's approbation too. To these two approbations, I truly 
add my own, which, tana vamti^y may perhaps be near aa 
Ijood as the other two. In that letter you venture voapetitt 
vaitotmemeru very properly, and then as properly make an 
cxeose for douig so. Go on so with dilig^nc^^ and you wi| 
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"be, -wliat 1 bc^an to despair of your erer being, somebody. 
lam persuaded, if you would own the trutb, that you feci 
yourself now much better satisfied with yourself, than you 
-were while you did nothing. 

Application to btteiness, attended with approbation and 
success, flattei*8 and animates the mind; which, in idleness 
and maction, stagnates and putrefies. I could wish, th a 
ever}' rational man would, evei-y night when he goes to bed, 
ask himself this question, • What have I done to-day ?* 
Ilave 1 done any thing that can be of use to ray self or otliers ? 
Have I employed my time, or have I squandered it ? Have 
1 lived out the day, or have I dozed it away in sloth and la- 
ziness ? A thinking being must be pleased of confounded, 
iiccoi*ding as he can answer himself these questions. I ob- 
serve that you are in the secret of what Is intended, and what , 
^f iinchausen is gone to Stade to prepare : a bold and dan- 
gerous experiment, in my mind ; and which may proliUbly 
end in a second volume to the Histoiy of the Palatinate in 
tlie last century. His serene highness of Brunswick has, in 
my mind, played a pinidcntand a saving game ; an I am a^Jt 
to believe, that the other serene highness, at Hamburgh, ia 
TOore likely to follow his example, than to embark yi the 
gi-eat scheme. 

I see no sign of t!ie duke's resuming his employments ; 
hut, on the contrary, I am assured, that his majesty is coolly 
determined to do as well as he can without him. The duke 
of Devonshire and Fox have worked hard to make up mat- 
ters in the closet, but to no piiri)ose. People's self-love ia 
very apt to make thorn think themselves more necessary 
thiui they are : and I shrewdly suspect, that his royal high- 
ness has been the dupe of that sentiment, and was taken at 
his word when he least expected it : hke my predecessor 
liord Ilairington ; who, when he wont into the closet to re- 
sign tlic seals, had them not about him ; so sure he tliougUt 
"himself of being pressed to keep them. * 

The whole talk of London, of this place, and of every 
place in the whole kingtlom, is of our gieat, expensive, au4 
M 2 
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jet fraltleas expedHioii : I hate wen «q officer, -who n^ 
.Ihere, a veiy sensible and observing raan, who told me* tluMt 
had we attempted Rochefort the day after ire took the 
island of Aix, oar tuccess had been infallible ; hut tiiatyjafter 
ire had sauntered (God knows why) eight or ten days in, the 
island, he thinks the attempt would haye been impractiteahle; 
because the French had in that time got together all the 
troops in that neighbourhood, to a very considerable number. 
In short, there must have been some secret in that whole 
aifiiir, which has not yet transpired ; and I cannot help sOR^ 
pecting that it came from Stade. IV^e had not been socGes^ 
ful there ; perhaps roe were not desirous that an expeditioDj 
iu which toe had neither been concerned nor eon^Ued, shooM' 
prove so : M— t was otir creature ; and a wortl to the 
-wise will sometimes go a great way. M * t is ^p have a 
public trial, from which the public expects great discoveries--. 
Not I. 

Do you visit Soltikow, the Rusnan minister,, whose house, 
I am told, is the great scene of pleasures at Hamburgh ? His 
mistress, I take it for granted, is by this time dead, and be 
wears some other body's shackles. Her death comes, with 
regard to the king of Prussia, < comme la moutarde aprbs 
diner.' I am curious to see what tyrant will succeed her, 
not by divine, but by military, right ; for barbarous aa they 
«re now, and still more barbarous as they have been former- 
ly, they have had very little regaitl to the more barbarous 
notion of divine, indefeasible, hereditary right. 

Tlie pr»torian bands, that is, the guards, I presume, have 
hieen engaged in the interests of the Imperial prince ; but 
still I think that little John of Archangel will be heard of up- 
on this occasion, unless prevented by a quieting draught of 
heraloc)^ or nightshade ; for I suppose they are not arrived 
to the politer and genteeler poisons of cicgtia Tufana*, si^ 
gar-plums, &c. 

* Acqua Tofana, a Neapolitan slow poison, resembling 
<$lear water, and invented by a woman at Nafdes, of the name 
«f Tufan*. 
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Ji^nrdQaliCui bts.i^eQepted hU old ei^ploymen^ "with tbe 
I10POXV7 additkui of the cabinet council. And ao we heartily 
"viab/iQII a good Di|;ht. 

LETTER CCCXXIV. 

Math, JSTffoemberA^ 1757. 

MY DiVAR FRIEND, 
fTVi£ «ons of Britain, Uke those of Noah, must cover theit 
JL parent's shame as well ^a they ean ; for to retrieve its 
hODOor is now too late. One would really think that our min- 
iatera and geoterals were all as drunk as the patriarch was. 
l^overer, in your situation, you must not he Cham; but 
spread your eloak over our disgrace, as far as it will go. 
M ■ ' t calls aloud for a public trial ; and in tliat, and that 
only, the public agrees with him. There will certainly he 
one : but of what kind is not yet fixed. Some are for a par- 
U^mentary inquiry ; others for a martial one : neither will, 
in my opinion, discover tlie true secret ; for a secret there 
most unquestionably is. Why we staid six whole days in the 
island of Aix, mortal cannot imagine; wliich time the French 
employed, as it was obvious they would, in assembling all 
their troops in the neighbourhood of Rochefort, and making 
oar attempt then really impracticable. The day after we 
had taken the island of Aix, your friend, Colonel Wolfe, 
pttUicly offered to do the business with five hundred men and 
three ships only. In all these complicated political machines, 
there are so n^ny wheels within wheels, that it is always 
difficult, and sometimes impossible, to guess which of thcn^ 
gives direction to the whole. Mr. Pitt is convinced, that the 
principal wiied, or, tf you will, the spoke in Ids wheel, came 

from Stade. This is ccitain, at least, that M.^ 1 was the 

man of confidence with that pci-son. Whatever be the ti-uth 
of the ease, tliere is, to be sure, hitherto an Haius valde de*. 
fienduf. 

The meeting of the parliament will certainly be very nu- 
merous, wcreit only from curiosity : but the majority on the 
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side of the court wflt, I dare say, be a great one. The" peo- 
ple of the late captain-general, however incliued to oppose^ 
will be obliged to concur. Their commissfons; -which thej 
Yiave no desire to lose, will make them tractable t for those 
gentlemen, though all men of honour^ are of Sosia's mind ; 
* que le vrai Amphitrion est celui oil Ton dine.' The Toriesi, 
and the city, have engaged to support Pitt ; the Whigs, the 
duke of Newcastle ; the independent, and the impartial^ a^ 
you well know, are not worth mentioning. It is said that the 
fluke intends to bring the affair of his convention into parlia- 
ment, for his own justification : I can'haitlly believe it ; as I 
cannot conceive that transactions so merely electoral can be 
proper objects of inquiry or deliberation for a British parlia- 
ment, and therefore, should such a motion be made, I pre- 
8ume it will be immediately qnashed. By the comraissiofi 
lately given to sir John Ligonier, of general and commander . 
in chief of all his majesty's forces in Great Britain, tlie'door 
seems to be not only shut, but bolted, against his royal high- 
ness's return j and I have ^ood reason to be convinced, that 
that breach i* irreparable. The reports of changes in the 
ministiy, I am pretty sure, are idle and groundless. The 
duke of Newcastle and Mr. Pitt really agree very well : not, 
I presume, from any sentimental tenderness for each other^ 
but from a sense that it is tUeir mutual interest ; and as tlie 
late captain-general's party is now out of the question, I do 
not see what should produce the least change. 

The visit, lately made to Berlin, was, I dare say, neither 
a friendly nor an inoffensive one. The Austrians always 
leave behind them pretty lasting monuments of their visits, 
or rather visitations ; not so much, I believe, from their thlrSt 
of glory, as from their hunger of prey. 

This winter, I take for granted, must produce a peace of 
§orac kind or another ; a bad one for us, no doubt ; and yef, 
perhaps, better than we should get the year after. I suppose 
t|ie king of Prussia is negotiating with France, and fendeav- 
puring by those means to get out of the scrape, with the 
loss only of Silesia, and perhaps Halbci-stadt, by way of hi- 
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be wonld be well off apon those terms. But then how is S w^ 
4en to be satisfied ? WiU the Busbiaiis restore Memel? Will 
France have b^en at all this expense ^^atia ? Must there be 
jQO acquisition for them in Flanders ? X da^ B9^y they have 
stipulAted something of that sort for themselves, by the ad- 
^Ktiona! and secret treaty, which I know they made last May, 
with the queen of Hungary. Must we give up whatever the 
French please to desire in America, besides the cession of 
iMinorea in pei^etuity ? I fear we roust, or else raise twelve 
millions more next year, to as little purpose as we did tbis» 
Ikod have consequently a worse peace afterwards. I turn m j 
eyes away, as much as 1 cao, from this miserable prospect |' 
jtot, as a citizen and member of society, it recurs. to my i^ir 
agination^ notwithstfinding all my endeavours to banish it 
^om ray thoughts. I can do myself or my countiy no good : 
bQtl feel the wretched situation of both : the state of the lat- 
ter makes me better bear that of the former ; and, when I 
am.caDed away from my station here, I shall think it rather 
(4s Cicero says of Crassus) < mors donata quam vita erepta.' 

I have often desired, but in vain, the favour of being ad.- 
ipitted into your private apartment at Hamburg!^ and of be- 
ing informed of your private life there. Your mornings, I 
ho{je and believe^ are employed in busit\ess ; but give me an 
account of the remainder of the day, which I suppose is, and 
ought to be, appropriated to amusements and pleasures. In 
what houses are you domestic ? Who are so in yours ? In 
•hort, Ipt rae in, and do not be denied to me. 

.Here I am, as usual, seeing few people, and hearing few- 
fr ; drinking the waters regularly to a minute, and am some- 
thing the better for them. I read a great deal, and vary oc- 
casionally my dead company. I converse with great folios in 
the mornrog, while my head is clearest, and my attention 
Itrongest : I take op less severe quartos after dinner ; and 
at night I choose the mixed company, and amusing chit-chat, 
of octavos and duodecimos. < Je tire parti de tout oe que je 
paisi' that is my philosophy ; and I aiitigat^ aa much as I 
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ean, my phyaeat ills, by diverting ray attention to other ob' 
jccts. 

Here is a report tiiat admiral Holboume's fleet is destroy* 
ed, in a manner, by storm : I hope it is not true, in the ibfi 
extent of tlie report ; but I believe it' has sufl^red. This 
vould fill up the measure of our misfortimes. Adieu." 

LETTER CCGXXV. 

JBath, JVovember 20, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I WRITE to you now, because I love to write to you ; and 
hope that ray letters are welcome to you ; for otiierwise 
1 have very little to inform you of. The king of Prussia's 
)ate victory you are better informed of than we are here. 
It has given infinite joy to the unthinking public, who are not 
aware that it comes too late in the year^ and too late in the 
war, to be attended with any Tety great consequences. 
There are six or seven thousand of the human species leSs 
than there were a month ago, and that seems to me to be aO. 
However, I am glad of it, upon account of the pleasure and 
the glory which it gives the king of Prussia, to whom I wish 
ijpetl as a man, more than as a king. And surely be is 90 
great a man, that, had he lived seventeen or eighteen hun- 
dred years ago, and his life been transmitted to us in a Lan- 
guage that we could not very well understand, I mean ei^ 
ther Greek or Latin, we should have talked of him as we do 
now of your Alexandci's, ybur Caesars, and others, with 
whom I believe we have but a very slight acquaintance, .it* 
reate, I do not see that his aflairs are much mended by 
this victory. The same combination of the great powers of 
Europe agsunst him still subsits, and must at last prevail * t 
believe the French army will melt away, as is usual, in Ger- 
many ; but his ai'my is extremely diminislied by battles, fa- 
. tigues, and desertion j and he will find great difficulties in re- 
cruiting it, from his own already exhausted dominions. He 
- '^erefore, and to bo sare will, negotiate privately ^ith 
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the French^ aod get better terms that way than Ite coiild any 
other, 

. The report of the three general officers^ the duke of Mari- 
borough. Lord George Sackville, and General Waldegrave, 
\ras laid before the king last Saturday, after their having sat 
four days upon M t 'a affair: nobody yet knows what it is: 
but it is generally believed, that M ' t will be brought to a 
coort-martial. That you may not mistake this matter, as 
moat people here do, I must explain to you, that this exami- 
nation, before the three above-mentioned general offieersj 
iras by no means a trial ; but only a previous inquiry into his 
eonduct, to see whether there was, or was not, cause to 
bring him to a regular trial before a court martial. The case 
is exactly parallel to that of a grand jury ; who, upon a pre- 
vious and general examination, find, or do not find, a bill, 
to bring the matter before the petty jury ; where the fact is 
finally tried. For my own part, my opinion is fixed upon 
that affair : I am convinced that the expedition was to be de- 
lated ; and nothing that can appear before a court-mardal 
can make me alter that opinion. I hare been too long ac- 
quainted with human nature, to have great regard for hu- 
man testimony : and a very great degree of probability, sup- 
ported by various concurrent circumstances, conspiring in 
one p6int, will have much greater weight with me than hu- 
man testimon} upon oath, or even upon honour ; both which 
I have frequently seen considerably warped by private views. 

The parliament, which now stands prorogued to the first 
of next month, it is thought, will be put off for some time 
longer, till we know in what light to lay before it the state 
of our alliance with Prussia, since the conclusion of the Han- 
over neutrafity ; which, if it did not quite break it, made at 
least a great flaw in it. 

The Wrth-day was neither fine nor crowded ; and no won- 
der, since the king was that day seventy-five. The old court 
and the young one are much better together, since the duke's 
retirement ; and the king has presented the prince of Wales 
with a service of plate. 
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i am stHI mvweUf-^ovtgh t drink th^ae w»ter» T«r^ *^^l^ 
larly. I will stay bere at leait rix weeks longer, irherti I at* 
roach quieter than 1 8hotlT(r be allowed to be m totm. 'Wbea 
tilings are in such a miseAMe situation as they aMrat|nrie«esil^ 
i desire neither to be doncerded nor eontdked^ aCilf len qao- 
ied. Adieu! 

UETTEB CCCXXVI. 

Math, J\rovember26i 175f. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 RECEIVED, by the last mail, your short account of Oie 
king of Prussia's victory ; which victory, contrary to cus- 
tom, turns out more complete than it was at first reported 
to b<e. This appears by an intercepted letter from Monsieur 
de Si. Germain to Monsieiur d'Ai&y^ at the Hague ; in which 
he tells him, ' Cette arm6e est enti^rement fondue,' and lays 
the blame very strongly upon Monsieur de Soubize. But be it 
greater, gr be it less, I am glad of it, because the king of 
Prussia (whom I honour and almost adore) I am sure is. 
Though d^ailleitra, between you and me, 01^ est-ce que ceta 
m^ne ? To nothing, while that formidable union, of the 
three great powers of Europe, subsists against him. Could 
that b^ any way broken, something might be done ; without 
which, nothing can. I take it for granted, that the king of 
Prussia will do all he can to deUch France. Why should not 
we, on our part, try to detach Russia ? At least, in our pre- 
sent distren, omnia tentandag and sometunes a luclgr and 
unexpected hit turns up. This thought came into my head 
this morning; and I give it to you, not as a very probable 
scheme, but as a possible one, and consequently worth tr3ring: 
The year of the Russian subsidies (nominally paid by the court 
of Vienna, but reaUy by France) is near expired. The foriner 
probably cannot, and perhaps die latter will not^ renew them. 
The court of Petersburg is beggarly, profuse, gi«edy, and by 
no means scrupulous. Why should not we step in there, and 
out-bid them ? If we could, we buy a great army at once ; which 
would give an entire new ttun to the sfiiurs of that put of 

Digitized by ^OOQ IC 



LKTtEBS TO HIS 80K. tit 

the vdk^d at leaiL And if we bid bandaomely, 1 do not bt« 
Ikve the dtnine fn of that court voold stand in the way* 
Both Otar ooartaad our pariiament woald, I am very tare^ 
f^t t "tety great sanij and very eheerfnUy, for this purpose* 
Ia.fheoext place, why should not you ifriggle yourself, it 
posuble, into so great a scheme ? You are, no doubt, much 
acquainted with the Russian resident, Soltikow ; why should 
ikUt you scAind him, as entirely from yourself, upon tiiis sub* 
je«t ? You may ask, * What, does your court intend to go 
6n next y^ar in the pay of fVance, to destroy the liberties of 
all Europe, and throw universal monarchy into the hands of 
ihaf ahready great and always ambitious power ? I know you 
Chink, at Teast call yourselves the allies of the empress- 
queen ; but Is it not plain that she will be, in the first place, 
and you in the next, the dupes of France ? At this very time 
yoQ are doing the work of France and Sweden ; and that for 
smne miserable subsidies, much inferior to those which I am 
sure you might have, in a better cause, and more consistent 
ifiih the true interest of Russia. Though not empowered, 
i know the manner of thinking of my own court so well, up- 
on thrs subject, that I will venture to promise you much bet- 
ter terras than those you have now, without the least appre- 
lienitions of being disavowed/ Should he listen to this, and 
vhat more may occur to you to say upon this subject, and 
aikyou, ^fin ecrirai-je, k ma eour?' answer him, <Ecri* 
Tez, ^crivez, monsieur, hardiment Je prendrai tout cela 
8ur m<n* Should this happen, as peihaps, and as I heartily 
wish it may, then write an exact relation of it to your owii 
court Tell them, that you thought the measure of such 
great importance, that you could not help taking this little 
step towards bringing It about ; but that you mentioned it on- 
ly ae from yourself, and that you have not in the least com- 
mitted them by it If Soltikow lends himself in any degree 
to this, insinuate, that in the present situation of aifairs, and 
particfAarty of the king's electoral dominions, you are very 
stfre Ijha't his majesty would have ' une reconnoissance snns 
homes' for all those, by whose means so desirable a retir£I 
VOL. IlL K 
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of an old and long friendslup should be brought about. Yoa 
yfnil, perhaps, tell me, that witliout doubt, Mr. Keith*8 in* 
atructions are to the same effect: but I vill answer you, thkt 
you can, if you please, do it better than Mr. Keith ; and, in 
the next place, that, be all that as it will, it must be very ad* 
vantageous to you at home, to show that you hare at least a 
contriving head, and an alertness in business. 

I had a letter by the last post, from the duke of Newcastle; 
in which he congratulates me, in his own name, and in Lord 
Hardwlck's, upon the approbation which your dispatched 
give, not only to them two, but to otlters. This success so 
oarly, should encourage your diligence, and rouse your am- 
bition, if you have any ; you may go a great way, if you de- 
sire it, having so much time befoi'e you. 

I send you here inclosed the copy of the report of the 
three general officers, appointed to examine previously into 
the conc'Uct of General M— t ; it is ill- written, and ill- 
spelled; but no matter; you will decipher it. You will ob- 
serve, by the tenour of it, tliat it points stix>ngly to a court- 
martial; which, no doubt, will soon be held upon him. I 
presume there will be no shooting in the final sentence ; bat 
I do suppose that there will be breaking, &c. 

Ihave had some severe returns of my old complaint^ last 
week, and am still unwell; I eannot help it. 

A friend of yours arrived here three days ago ; she seems 
to me to be a serviceable strong-bodied bay mare, vrith black 
mane and tail : you easily guess whom I mean. * She is come 
with mamma, and without il caro aposo. 

Adieu ! my head will not let me go on longer. 

LETTER CCCXXVII. 

Bothy December ^l, 175Z. 
MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

IHAVE this moment received your letter of the Uth, 
with the enclosed papers. I cannot help observing, that 
till tlien, you never acknowledged the receipt of any o^tt, ol 
mv letters. 
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I CBQ easilj conceive that party-spirit, among your bi*other 
nunisiers at Hamburgh, runs as high as you represent it, be- 
cause 1 can easily believe the errors of the human mind ; 
bat at the tame time I must observe, tliat such a spirit is the 
spirit of little minds, and subaltern ministers, who think to 
atone by zeal, for their want of merit and importance. The 
political differences of the several courts should never influ- 
ence the personal behaviour of their several ministers to- 
^vards one another. Thei*e is a certain proc^d^ noble et 
galanty which should always be observed among the minis- 
ters of powers even at war with each other, which wiU al- 
frays tism out to the advantage of the ablest : who will in 
those conversations find or make opportunities of throwing 
out, or of receiving, useful hints. When I was last at the 
Hague, we were at war with both France and Spain ; so that 
I could neither visit, nor be visited by, the ministers of those 
two crowns ; but we met every day, or dined at third places^ 
'where we embraced as personal friends, and trifled, at the 
same time, upon oar being political enemies ; and by tlii» 
sort of b€i£nage I discovered some things which I wanted 
to know. There is not a more prudent maxim than to live 
with one's enemies, as if they may one day become one's 
friends ; as it commonly happens sooner or later, in tlje vi- 
cissitudes of pblitical affairs. 

To your question, which is a rational and prudent one^ 
Whether I was authorised to give you the hints concerning 
Russia by any people in power here, I will tell you that J. 
was not : but, as I had pressed them to try what might be 
done with Russia, and got Mr. Kdth to be dispatch- 
ed tliither some months sooner than otherwise I dai*e say 
he would, with the proper instructions for that purpose, 
I wished til at, by the hints 1 gave you, you might have got 
the start of him, and the merit, at least, of having entqm6 
that matter with SoltikOw, What you have to do with hiiu 
now, when you meet with him at any third place, or at his 
own house (where you are at liberty to go, while Russia has 
a minister in London j and we a minister at Petersburg)* 
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II, in my opinion^ to ifiy te him, io an easy ^eerfol iu^qmbt, 
' He bien, monsieur, je me flatte que nous serons bien-tdt 
imis publics, aussi bien q^'amis peraonels.' To which be 
■will probably ask, Wby, or how ? You will reply, Because 
you know that Mr. Keith is gone to his court with Inatryc- 
tions, which you think must necessarily be agreeable tb^re. 
And throw out to him, that nothing but a change of thdr 
present system can save Livonia to Russia ; for, that he can* 
not suppose, that, when the Swedes shall have recovered Po- 
merania, they will long leave Russia in quiet poMe98ipn ef 
Livonia. If he is so much a Frenchman as. you say, he wiP 
make some weak answers to this ; but, as yot; will have tiie 
better of the argument on your aide, yon may remind bim tf 
Ibe old and almost uninterrupted oonnexion between Fnm^ 
and Sweden, the inveterate enemy of Russia. Many othf^r 
arguments will naturally .occur to you in such a eonversatianf 
if yon have it. In this case, there is a piece of nvnusteriii^ 
urt, which is sometimes of use ; and that is, to sow jealoiH^i 
iimong one's enemies^ by a seemii^ preference showii tp 
some one of them. Monsieur Hecht's reveries are rev^rwt 
indeed. How should his master have made the gulden ar^ 
rangementay which he talks of, and which are to be foi:;!^ 
into shackles for General Fermor ? The Prussian finaaaeii 
are not in a condition now to make such expensive arnm|^ 
ments. But I think you may tell Monsieor Hecht, in eonii- 
dence, that you hope the instructions with which yoa know 
that Mr. Keith is gope to Petersburg^ may have apme eflfeot 
upon the measures of that court. 

I would advise you to live with that same Monaeur Hecht 
in all the confidenpe, familiarity, and oonnexion, wliicb pru- 
dence will allow. I mean it with regard to the king of Prus- 
sia himself, by whom I could wish you to be known and eft- 
teemed as much as possible. It may be of use to you some 
day or other. If man, courage, conduct, constancy, can get 
the better of all the difficulties which the king of Prussia bat 
to struggle with, he ^11 rise superior to them. But still 
while this alliance subsists jtgaiint l^, \ dre«d letgr^e ev9i» 
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^on9. His last victory of the '5th, was certainly the 
ooroptetest "tliat has been heard of these many yeai's. 
I heartily wish the prince of Brnnswick just such a one 
over Monsieur de Richelieu's army ; and that he may 
take my bid acquaintance the marechal, and send him over 
here, to polish and perfume us. 

1 heartily wish you, in the plain, home-spun style, a gi'cat 
number of happy new-years, well employed in forming both 
your mind and your manners, to be useful and agreeable to 
yoiuself, your country, and your friends ! That these wishes 
arc sincere, your sccretiry's brother will, by the time of 
yotir receiving tliis, liavc rcnntted you a proof, from Yours. 

• LETTER CCCXXVin. 

London, February 8, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED by the same post, your two leUers of the 
Idthand 17th past ; and yesterday that of the 27th, with 
the Russian manifesto enclosed ; in wliich her imperial raa- 
jestj* of all the Russias has been pleased to give every rea- 
ton, except tlje true one, for the march of hei* troops against 
the king of Prussia. The true one, I take to be, that 
•he has just received a very great sum of money from 
France, or the empress-queen, or both, for that purpose. 
* Point d*argent poiht de Russe,' is now become a maxim. 
%Vhatever may be the motive of their march, the effects 
must be bad; and, according to my speculatior.s, those 
* troops will replace the French in Hanover and Liower Saxony • 
and the French will go and join the Austrian army. Yon 
ask me, if I still despond ? Not so much as I did after the 
battle Of Colen : the battle of Roshbash and IJssa were 
di-ams to me, and gave me some momentary spirits : but, 
thoogh I do not absolutely despair, I oisn I greatly distrust. 
1 re.vlily allow the Ving of Prussia to be ncc plun'bus impar .• 
but still when the plurcs amount to a certain degree of plu- 
ra'itv. ccu:-;rgc and ab-lit^cs m»rst f.cVA at last. 51 icUc! here 
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Mmcesme, tSiat he <l«e^ not mind tbe Ramaft) bgsfcj^^l 
KaTe it from the gent^iemaQ's ova moath^ J do not liefiete 
him. We shall veiy soon send a squadron to the Baltia^ to 
entertain the Swedes ; which I believe will put an end t» 
their operations in Pomerania ; )k> that I have no gre«t sp- 
prehensions from that qoarter ; but Russia, I coofesa, etkl^ 
In my stomach. 

Every thing goes smoothly in parliament; the king ef 
Fniasia has united all our parties in his ^pport; and ^e T^ 
ries have declared, that they will give Mr. Pitt unlimited 
credit for this session : there has not been one single diriaiqii 
yet upon public points, and I believe wiH not Our AmeO; 
can expedition is preparing to go soon; the disposition of 
that afi^r seems to me a little eztmo&dinary. Abercrombie 
is to be the sedentary, and not the acting oomtnander { 
Amherst, Lord Howe, and Wolfe, are to be the acting, and I 
hope the active officei*s.^ I wi^h they may agree. Anihenrt^ 
' who is the oldest ofiicer, is under the influence of tiiie sMse 
great person who influenced Mordaunt, so much to the hon* 
our and advantages of this country. This is most oertaip, 
that we have force enough in America to eat up the F«en«ii 
alive in Canada, Quebec, and I/>uisbui^h, if we have but 
skill and spirit enough to exert it properly; but of that I api 
modest enough to doubt. 

When you come to tl)e egotism, wliich I have long de«- 
red you to come to with me, you need make no excvses-fiir 
it. The egotism is a^ proper and as satisfoctory to ope^t 
friend, as it is impeitinent and misplaced with strangers. I. 
desire to see you in your every-day's clothes, by youi* fire* 
side, in your pleasures; in sliort, in your private life ; but. I 
have not yet been able to. obtain this. Whenever you 'conde- 
scend to do it, as you promise, stick to truth; for I ain not 
so uniformed of Hamburgh as, perhaps, you may think. 

As for myself, 1 am very unwell^ and very weary of being 
MO ; and with little hopes, at my age, of ever being others- 
wise. I often wish for the end of the wretched remnant q£ 
i4j life : and that wish is a ratioaal one ; but then the io*. 
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iVUnres for obTious iMuposea, oppose tkat wish, and iiidc«i 
Bs eode^kirour to spin out ow thread as long as ve can, hew« 
^er decayed and rotten it may he : and, in defiance of eom- 
inon sense, we seek on for that cihemio gold, whidi beggars 
«l# vrhen old. 

Whatever your amusements, or pleasures, may be at Ham^ 
Wirgh> I dare say you taste them more sensibly than ever you 
did in y.our life, now that you have business enough to whet 
yonr appetite to them. Business, one half of the 4ay, is the 
^«t pteparation for the pleasures of the other half. I hope 
and befieve, that it will be with y<iu as it was with an apothe- 
eciry whom I knew at Twickenham. A considerable estate 
fell to hun by an unespected accident ; upon which he thought 
it decent to leave oif his business ; accordingly he generoosly 
jgj^ve up his shop and his stock to his head man, set up h^ 
eoaeh, and resoilited to live like a gentleman : but, in less 
tlsaa a month, the man, used to businesi^ found, that living 
like a gentleman was dying of ennta / upon wliich he bought 
9ua shop and stock, resumed his trade ; and lived very happily, 
•fter he had voroething to do. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXXIX. 

London^ Febrvary 24^ 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED yestenlay your letter of the 2d instant, 
with the enclosed ; which I return you, that there may 
be no chasm in your papers. I had heard before of Biirrish's 
death, and had taken some steps thereupon ; but I very soon 
dropped that afiair, for ninety -nine good reasons ; the first of 
which was, that nobody is to go in his room, and tbst, had 
he lived, he was to have been recalled from Munich. But 
another reason, more flattering for you, was, that you could 
not be spared fi-om Hamburgh. Upon the whole, I am net* 
sorry for it, as the place where you are now is the great 
entrepot of business ; and when it ceases to be so, ycu will 
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necessarOy go to some of the courts in the nei^boarhood 
(Berlin, I hope and believe), which will be a much more desi- 
rable idtuation than to rust at Munich, -where we caa Dever 
have any business beyond a subsidy. Do but go on, and ex- 
ert yourself where you are, and better things will soon follow. 

Surely the inaction of our army at Hanover eontihues too 
Ion*. We expected wonders from it some time ago^ aud yet 
nothing is attempted. The French will soon receive rern- 
forceraents, and then be too strong for us ; whereas tliey arc 
now moist certainly greatly weakened by desertion, sicknes^ 
and deaths. Does the king of Prussia send a body of men to 
our army, or not ? or has thenaarch of the Russians cut him 
out work for all his troops ? I am afraid it has. If one body 
of Russians joins the Austrian army in Moravia, and anothci' 
body the Swedes in TPomerania, he will have his hands veiy 
lull ; too full, I fear. The French say they will have an army 
of 180,000 men in Germany this year; the empress-queen 
will have 150,000 ; if the Russians have but 40,000, what caa. 
resist such a force ? The king of Prussia may say, indeed, 
with more justice than ever any one person could before liim, 
•^foj, Medea siiperest. 

You promised me some egotism ; but I have received none 
yet. Do you frequent the landgrave ^ * Hantez-vous les grands 
de la terre ?' What are the connexions of the evening ? AU 
^is, and a gi»eat deal more of this kind, let me know in your 
next. 

The house of commons is still very unanimous. There 
■was a little popular squib let off this week, in a motion of sir 
John Gylnne, seconded by sir John Philips, for annual par- 
liaments. It was a very coM scent, and put an end to by a 
division of 190 to 70. 

Good night. Work hard, that you raav divert vourself 
Weill. 
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LETTER CCCXXX. 

JLmdm^ March 4, 175S. 
3fY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 SHOULD have bo/^o much more surprised at the con- 
tenta of your letter of the 17th past, if I had mt happen- 
ed to have aeen sir C. W. about three or four hours Wore 
I rec^ved it. I thought ho talked in ap. G^Jar9.ovduaary man- 
ner : be engaged that the king of Prussia should be manter 
of Yieniia iu the month of May ; aad he told me that jow. 
were very much in love irith 1^ daughter. Your Jet^ exr 
plained ail this to m« ; and the next day> Lord and Ladjr ^'«-<^ 
gave me jnnumexable iostam^es of Jus phr^i^, with whTdi I 
ihaTI nQt trouble jov* What in^amed it the move (if it dif 
^ot entirely oeeasion it) was a great quantity of etintharidef^ 
whicK, h aeems, )«e had ta]|^«n at Hamboi^, to reoomn^en^ 
^unfid^ 1 av^poae, to MadempiaeUe Jphn. He vas let blop^ 
fiwo* timea on board the sh^ IMad has Imc» let blof^d (onr timaa 
ipore ainee his anwal here ; but ^till the infljunroation .contik* 
iraes Tery high. He is now under the care of his brotlier% 
triia do npt let him go abroad. They hawe written to tjua 
wne MadeoMiselle John, topceveBtyif th^y^^an, her ofunii^ 
to Ei^gUmd, and told her theeaie ; wbioh when ahe heaapb 
fhe roust be aa mad as he i«, if ajt^e tslkes the joiimey. % thi^ 
way, she must be une dame awenUirQr, toreeei¥e a note for 
10^000 roobles from a man whom she had knowa but three 
days ; to take .a contract of marriage^ knowing he was mar* 
ried already ; and to engage herself to follow jbim to EnghuMH 
I suppose this is not the first advefiture X)f th« sort which 4»f 
l^hiDkd. 

After the news we neoetved yesterday, that the Fneach had 
evacuated Hanover, all but Hamel, w« daily expect m«ch 
hetter. We pursue them, we cut them off en detail, and at 
last we destroy their whole army. I wah jyt may happen^ 
•nd* «u)reorer» J ihjipk it a^t imppwUe* 
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. Mj head is mveh out of <]rder, «nd only ^ows me^o trish 
you a 1^ night. 

I^ETTEB CCCXXXL 

London, March 22, i75t. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE now your letter of the 8th lying before me, witK 
the favourable account of our process in Lower Saxonj, 
and reasonable prospect of more decishre success. I confess 
I did not expect this, when ray friend Munchausen took lui 
leave of me, to go to Stade, and break the neutndity ; 1 
thought it at leaat a dangerous, but rather a desperate under> 
taking ; whereas, hitherto^ it has proved a very fortimate one. 
i look upon the Ftench army 9ls fondue ,* and, what with de- 
sertion, deaths, and epidemical distempers, I dare say not a 
third of it will ever return to France. The great object is 
B«w, what the Russians can or will do ; and whether the king 
of Prusna can hinder their junction with the Aiistrians, by 
beating either before they join : I wiH trust him for doing aJI 
that can be done. 

Sir C. W. is still in confinement, and t fear, will alwayi be 
so, for he seems cum ratione inaamre .* the physicians have 
collected all he has said and done, that indicated an alienation 
of mind, and have laid it before him m writing : he has an" 
liwered it in writing too, and justifies himself by the most 
plausible arguments that can possibly be urged. He telb his 
brother, and the few who are allowed to see him, that they 
are such narrow and contracted minds themselves, that they 
take tliose for mad, wtio have a great and generous way of 
thinking ; as for instance, when he determined to send his 
daughteir over to you in a fortnight, to be married without 
Any previous agreement or settlements, it was because he haA 
Jong known you, and loved you, as a man of sense and honour; 
and therefore woukl not treat with you as widi an attorney* 
That as for MademmseU« John, he knew her merit, vnd her 
^ircomttaneet ; and asks, whether it is a fiign of madness, t9 
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hmre » aue regard for the one, and a just eempasioiifor the 
other. I will not tire yon with enameratiog any more in- 
ataneei of the poor man's phrensj ; but conclude this subject 
.with pitying him, and poor human nature, which holds ita 
reason by so |)recarioo« a tenure. The lady, who you tdl 
me is set out, * en s^ a pour la peine et les fraix da Toyage,' 
for her note is worth no more than her contract By tiie 
iray, she most be a kuid of aventuriire to engage so easily 
in saoh an adventure with a man whom she had not knowA 
^hove a week, and whose d^btu of 10,000 roubles showed him 
lM>t to be in his right senses. 

Toil win probably have seen general Yorke by this time^ 
in his way to Berlin or Brealau, or wherever the lung of 
Pmasia may be. As he keeps his commission to the states 
genera^ I {wesume he is not to stay long with his Prossiail 
piiyesty : but, however, while he is there, Uke care to write 
to Kim very constantly, and to give all the informations you 
)Ba&. His fiither, Lenl Hardwieke, is your great poff: he 
eommends your offiGe4etters exceedingly. I would have 
the Berlin commission your object, in good time : never lose 
view of it. Do all you can to recommend yourself tu the 
king of Prussia on your side of the water, and to. smooth your 
ynsy for that commission on this ; by tlie turn which thinga 
have taken of late, it must always be the most important oC. 
aU foreign commissions from hence. 

. I have no news to send you, as things here are extremely 
quiet i 80 good night. 

IXTTER CCCXXXIL 

JLondon, ^pril 25, 1758. 
M¥ DEAR FRIEND, 

1AM now two letters in your debt, which I think is the 
iirst time that ever I was so^ in the long coarse of our eor- 
Nspoodence. But, besides that my head has been ^ery much 
*int of order of late^ writing is by no means that easy thing 
that it was to me formeriy. I find by esperience^ that the 
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Rund 8Tid the \>6dy lore more than marriedi for they are mdb^ 
Intiraateijr united ; and irhen the one suffers, the other sym- 
pathises-. Non sum ^[ualis eram :' neither my raemdry nor 
my invention are now trhat they formei'ly trere. It is- in a 
preat mtsasure ray own fault : I cannot accuse nature, for I 
■bused her ; and it is reasonable 1 should suffer for it. 

I do not* liKe the return of the oppression ui>on your lang«; 
Itot the rigour ^ the cold may prohabfy hwvt brought it upon 
fou, and your Kings not in fault. Tdte «are to liv6 very codi. 
And let your c&et be rather low. 

We have had a second winter here, more scve^ flkm tW 
frst ; at least it seemed so, fit)m a premature summer that 
we had, fot* a fortmg^t in March ; %vhlch brought every tfiinj^ 
Ibrwards, only to be destroyed. I have e^pei^cedit tft 
Blackhead; where the promiseoffVniit was a mOSt fluttering 
6ne, and all nipped in the bud by frost and sno>R^, in AprU. I 
shall not have a single peacH or apricot. 

I have nothing to tell you from hende, concerning pu!^ 
Hffaii^s, but what you read as' well in the nett>spapers; 1^ 
only is extraordinaxy ; that last week, in the house of com^- 
mons, above ten miHidns were granted, and the whokf HJano- 
ver army taken into British pay, with but one ^nglc negatr¥e| 
which was Mr, Viner's. 

Mr. Pitt gains ground in the dbset, and yet dbes not lose 
it in the public. That is new. 

3fonaeur Kniphausen has dined with mc ; he is on^ of Ae 
prettiest fellows I have seen ; he has, with a great deal tf 
life and fire, ' les manieres d'un honn&te homme, et le ton 
de la parfaitement bonne corapagniel' You like him jtttr* 
self; try to be like him : it is in your power. 

1 hear that Mr. Mitchel is to be recalled, notwithstanding 
the king of Prussia's instances to keep him. But tvii^, is a 
Steret that I cannot penetrate. 

Tou will not feM to offer the landgrave and the princess of 
Hesse (who I find are going home) to' be their agent aiitf 
comnussioher at H«nbur«^. 
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I cannot OQiEjpreheDd the preseat. state of Bnwiis A^r tii« 
motions of their armies. They ehang;e their generals once • 
week : sometimes they march with rapidity, and now they 
lie quiet behind the Vistula. We have a thousand storiei 
]Aere of the interior of that gOTemment^ none o£ which 1 fa^ 
lier^ Some ai^ that the great dvkt wiU be set aside. Wo(> 
vonzoff is said to be entirely a Frenchroany and that Monsieov 
de rHojutal governs both him and the court. Sir C. W. if 
said, by his indiseretictoSy to haw caused the disgraee of Bes* 
tuchefy which seems not impossible. In short, every thing 
of evecy kind is said, hpcausey I believe, veiy little is truly 
known. Apnp9» of Sir C. W. ; he is out of confinement 
nod gooe to hjfthoQsein the country for the whole summer. 
Th«y say he ia now very cooi and well. I have seen hit 
Circe at her window in Pall mall ; she is paiotcdy powdered^ 
eurledy and patched, and looks Vofoeafwre^ She has been of> 
fered, by SirC. W— -^sfriendB^ 5002. in full of all demands^ 
hut will not accept of it 'La oomtesse veut pUider,' and I 
fa^jT ' fiHTf autre chose si elle pent' Jvheo te bene vakrk. 

LETTER CCCXXXHI. 

Blackheath^ M^ \% i758w 
MTBBAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE your letter of the 9th novT before tte, and cob* 
defe with you upon the present soUtnde and inaction off 
I]«mburgfa» You are now shrunk from the dignity and im- 
portaiMe of a consammate minister, to-be bnt| as it were, » 
ciMtfmion man. But this has, at one time or another, beenr 
the case of most great men ; who have not alitrays had equal 
opportunitiea of exerting their talents. The greatest mnafr 
fidnnit tp the capriaousuea of fortune ; though they oan^ 
belter than others, improve the favourable monnents. Vov 
iastanee^wha could have thought^ two years ago, that yol» 
wnuld bare been the Atlas of the Northern pole \ but the 
good genius of the. North ordered, it so ; and now that yctf 
have set that part flf the gk>be right, you return to < otiinB 
VOL. lU. O 
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mm dignilate.' Biit to be aencnu : now tiiat yoA oMmoi httn 
much office bunoess to do, I could tell joH what to do, tint 
would employ yoUf I should tbink, both usefottjr and agfte- 
aUj. I mean, that you should write short memain-of that 
busy scene, in which you have been enough eoncerned, linee 
your arrival at Hamburgh, to be able to put together autfaen« 
tic facts and anecdotes. I do not know whether yon wUl ghv 
yourself the trouble to do it ornot ; but I do know tfaflt if 
you will, ' olim hate meminisse juvabit.' 1 would hare them 
short, but correct as to facts and dates. 

I have told Alt, in- the strongest manner, your lamentso 
tions for the loss of the house of Cassel, < et il en lera mp- 
port k son Si^renissime Maltve.' When you are quite idle 
(as probably you may be^ some time this summer), wby 
should you not ask leave to make a tour to Qassel for a week ? 
which would certainly be granted you from hence, and wttdi 
would be looked upon as a ban prac4d6 at Cassel. 

The king of Prussia is probaltly, by this time^ at the gatii 
of Yienaa, making the queen of Hungary really do irfMt 
Monsieur de BeUisle only threatened ; sign a peace upon 
the ramparts of her capital. If she is obstinate, and will not, 
she must fly either to Presburg or to Inspruck, and Vienna 
must fall. But I think he will offer her reasonable conditions 
enough for herself; and 1 suppose that, in that ease^ Can^ 
nitE will be reasonable enough to advise her to aeeept of 
them. What turn would the war take then ? WouM the 
French and Russians carry it on without her ? The king cf 
Prussia, and the prince of Brunswick, would soon aweep 
them out of Germany. By this time too^ I belicYe, the 
French are entertained in America with the loss of Cape 
Breton ; and in consecyience of that, Quebee » for. we . have 
a force there equal to both those undertakings ; and oflkers 
there, now, that will execute what Lord L ucv&c would 
to much as attempt. His appointments were too considera* 
hie to let him do any thing that might possibly jmt fm end to 
the war. Lord Howc^ upon seeing plainly that ke was ve' 



d by Google 



XETTERS TO HIS SON.' 15« 

«ciMd to do HoChiii^, had aaiced leare to return, aft veil as 
liionlChfirieaHay. 

We have a g;reat exi>editton preparing, and "which will sooti 
be ready to sail from the Isle of V^ight ; fifteen thoaaand good 
troops, eighty hattping cannons, besides mortars, and every 
other thing In abondaoee, fit for either battle or siege. Igaed 
Anson desired, and is appointed, to command the fleet em- 
ployed upon this expedition ; a proof that it is not a trifling 
one. Gonjeetores concerning its destination are infinite ; and 
the most ignorant are, as usoal, the boldest eonjectnrers. If 
I form any ooojeetores, I keep them to myself, not to be 
disproved by the event ; but, in truth, I form none : I might 
hftve known, but would not. 

Every thing seems to tend to a peaee next winter ; our 
aoeeesB in Ameriea, whioh is hardly doubtful, and theking of 
FivsBis^s in Germany, which is as little so, will make France 
(ahready sick of the expense of the war) very tractable for a 
peace. I heartily wish it ; for, though people's heads are 
lialf tuned with the king of Pmssia's success, and ■ will be 
^te tpmed if we have any in America, or at sea ; a mod* 
erate peace will suit us better than this unmoderate war of 
twelve milKons a year. 

Domestic afiairs go just as they did ; the duke of New 
MStle and Mr. Pitt jog on like man and wife ; that is, seldom 
agreeing, often quarrelling ; but by mutual interest, upon the 
whole^ not parting. The latter, I am told, gains ground in 
the oloset-; though he still keeps hit strength in the house^ 
and his popularity in the public : or, perliaps, because of 
tlMt. 

Do you hold your reaolutionp of visiting your dominions of 
Bremen and Lubeok this summer ? If you do, pray take the 
trottUo of informing yourself correctly, of the several consti- 
tutions and customs of those places, and of the present stato 
of the federal union of the Hanseatic towns ? it will do you 
no harm, nor cost you much trouble ; and it is so much clear> 
gain on the side of usefulknowledge, 
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ImaaowMttiediitBianfciiiifth lor t|ie auBmor 9 
IMiaeaaoiiialile frost and snow, and hot and pprchiDg Vm^i 
vwda, luuro dcsCroyed aU niEjr fimit, and almost tajfroMmcf, 
I Tagetate myself UttJe better than they do ; 1 erawl ahoiit 
W foot, and on horaebaak ; read a great deal, and wsite ft 
litde : aad am t«iy much yours. 

LETT£R CCCXXXIV. 

HT DEAR FRIBND, 

I HAVE 00 letter from yoe ti» answer, so thip foes lo^na 
unprovoked. But ^ ^ct^ of letters : yon have hal 
graat honov dene yon, in a letter fit»m a finr and ray^ hami^ 
BO leastiun that of her royal highness the pnneess cf .Ga» 
eel ; ahe has written your paaegyrio t» her sister, Prinecm 
Amelia, who sent me a oompUment upon it. This has Hhe^ 
vise done yoa ae harm with the king, whoaaid gracioiii 
tilings upov that ooeasion. I suppose yoa had, for herx«yd 
highness, diose attentions, whieh I wish to God yov wodi 
have, in doe proportions, for every body. Yea see, by ^ib 
Instance, the effects of them ; they are always repaid with 
Sqterest. I am more oonfirmed l^ this in tUnkiBg, that, if 
yott ean oonveniently, you shouM ask leave to go fine a 1 
to Cassel, to return yonr thanks for all favours reeetved. 

I eannot expound ta myself the conduct Of the 1 
There ronst be a triok in their not marching with mere ex* 
pedidoR. They have either had a sop from the kmg of Proa- 
aia, or they want an animating dram from France and Aq9*> 
tria. The king of Prassia's eendnet always explains Haelf 
by the events ; and within a very few days, we must eertaialy 
hear of some very great stroke from that qnarter. I ttdnk 
I never in my life remember a pevfeod of time so big ^widk 
great events aa the present. Within two months ihe fate of 
the house of Austria will probably be decided : within €he 
same space of time^ we shall certainly hear of the tddng^ of 
Cape Pret^o, Aod of our srm/s proceeding ^ Qvebee : 
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witMn tift'w days, v« shidi know the good or in raeeess of 
0ar great expedkion ; for it is saSed : and it eaanot be long 
before ve shall hear something of the prince of Brobivick^i 
«peratioQs,from whom I idso expect good things. If all these 
things tmra out as there is good reaaoa to believe they villy 
we may once, in our turn, dictate a reasonable peace to 
Prance, who now pays seventy per cent, insurance upon its 
trade, and seven per c«n^ for all the money raised for the 
service of the year. 

Compte Bothmar has got the small pox, and of a bad kind. 
KniphauseA diverts himself much here ; he sees all places 
aad all people, *and is ubiquity itself. Miuhel, who was much 
thceateneil, stays at last at Berlin^ at the earnest request ef 
the king of Prussia. Lady *** is safely delivered of a.soti» 
to the great joy of that noble family. The expresuon, of a 
woman's having brougjiit her husband a son, seems to be a 
proper and cautions one ; for it is never siud, from ii4ienee« 

I was going to ask you how you passed your time now at 
Hamburgh, since it is no louger the seat of 8trang«« and of 
husijiess ; but I wiH not. because I know it is to no purpose. 
YoD have sworn not to tell me. 

Sir WHliam Stanhope told me, that yon promised to send 
him seme Old Hock from Hamburgh, and so you did— ~not. 
If you meet with any superlatively good, and not else, pray 
send osrer ufoudra of it, and write to him. I shall have « 
share in it. But unless you find some, either at Hamburgh 
or at Bremen, uncomnu)uly and almost miraculously good, 
do iu>t send any. DlxL Yours. 

LETTER CCCXXXV. 
# » 

JSlackheath, June 13, 1758. . 
. MY DEAR FR1EN1>, 

nriUE secret is out; 8t. Malo » the devoted phice. Our 
JL troops began to land at the bay of Cancale the 5th, 
without any opposition. We have no farther accounts yet, 
bQt «X|>e$t some eyery moment. By, the planjof^ i^ wliic]ii 
OS} 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



:tn J^JORDCHHSTlRFIEtJM 

I have fleen;4t is liy no imim a yire$kphme ; Midlfbu^lficre 
wAl be many hats to be digpoied of before it istaken. Thett 
•re ia the port above thirty privatcen ; aboot afacteen of tbdr 
own, and about as many taken from Qs. 

Nov for AfHca, where we have had great raooeai. The 
French have been driven out of alt their forts and aettlemeiita 
vpon the gum ooast, and upon the river Senegal. They had 
faeeof many years in possession of them, and by tiiem annoy- 
ed our African trade exeeedingly ; which, by the way, 
' toute proportion gard^e,' is the most lucrative trade we have. 
^The present booty is likewise very considerable, in gold dust^ 
and gum senega ; which is a very valuable, by being a v^ 
necessaiy commodity for all our stained and printed linens. 

'Now fdr America. The least sanguine x>eople here ex- 
pect, the latter end of this month, or the be^ningof the 
Mext, to have the account of the takiiig of Cape Breton, «tid 
of all the forts with hard names in North Ameriei^. 

Captain Clive has long since settled Asia to our satisfaetioli; 
«o that three parts of the worid look very favourable for as. 
Europe I submit to the care of the king of Prussia, and Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick ; and I think they will give a good ate^ 
count of it; Prance is out of lock, and out of courage ; and 
will, I hope, be enough out of spirits to submit to a reaaoii<- 
able peace. By reasonable, I mean what all people caR rets- 
aonable in their own ease ; an advantageous one for us. 

I have set all right with Miinchausen ; who would not own 
that he was at all oflfended, and said, as you do, that Us 
daughter did not stay, long enough, nor appear enou^ -at 
Hamburgh, for you possibly to know that she was there. Bttt 
people are always ashamed to own the little weaknesses flf 
self-love, which, however, all people fed more or less. The 
excuse, I saw, pleased. 

I will send you your quadrille tables by the first opportuni- 
ty, consigned to the care of Mr. Mathias here. * Felloes 
fauticque sint !' May you win upon them when you phij 
with men ! and when you play with women, eidiet win, oe 
kiunr wbyyvatose. 
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££rreiA re his $oir. isi 

Utaf^*^ marries Mr. *•»*, i»c*t ireek. •'Who prefert 
l/rtre, ppoflfers Death,' says Waller to a dwarf f in niy opin- 
ien, the oonchisioa must instairUj chok^ the little Lady. Ad« 
niiral • * marries Lady *•* ; there the danger; if danger is^'wEl 
be on the other aide. The lady has wanted a man so long; that 
ihe tt&w eomponnds for half a one. Halt" a loa f 

Iharehcen ^orse since my last letter; but am now, 1 
tbii^, recorering; < tant va la ori^che k I'eau ; ' and I h&vt 
lieen there very often. 

€>ood night. I am faithfully and truly yoar& 

LETTER CCCXXXVI. 

JSlackheathy June 27, ITSt. 
MYDBARFRroND, 

TOU either have reeeivcd already, or will veiy soon nsr 
ceiTe, a tittle case fi-om Amsterdam, tUrected to you at 
Hamborgh. It is for Princess Amelia, the king of Prussia's 
water, and contains some books, which she desh-ed Sir ChaHcS 
Uotham to procure her from England, so Ixmg ago as when 
he was at Berlin : he sent for them immediately ; hut, by 1 
do not know wltat puzzle, they wer6 recommended to the 
oare of Mr. Selwyn, at Paris, who took such care of tliem, 
^at he kept them near three years in his warehouse, and 
has at last sent them to Aihsterdara, from whence they are 
<ent to you. If tiie books are good for any thing, they must 
he considerably improved, by having seen so much- of the 
woild ; but, IBS I believe they are Engli^ books, perhaps 
they may, fike English travellers, have seen nobody, lAit the 
aeveral bankers to whom they were eonagned ; he that as it 
wiH, I think you had best deliver them to Monsieur Hecht« 
the Prussian minister at Hamburgh, to forward to her royal 
highness, with a respectful compliment from you, which yod 
nrill, no doubt, torn in the best manner ; and, ' scknile boB 
ton do fa parfaitement bonne eompagnie.* 

You have already seen, in the papers, all the particulans 
of cmr 8t Malo't expetMtioo, so I say no more of that ; onlir 
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that Ml*; Pitt's friends exult in the destntotbii of'tlMM 
Freoeh ships of war, and one hundred and thirty prirateers 
nod trading ships ; and affirm, that it stopped the maichttf 
threescore thousand men, who were going to join the Gom^ 
de Clermont's army. On the other, h^nd, Mr. FV« said 
Company call it breaking windows with guineas $ and apply 
the fable of the Mountain and the Mouse. The next digeot 
of our fleet was to be the bomharding of Granville^ wlueh is 
the p^esit entrepot of their Newfoundland fishery, and wiH be 
a eonsjderablf? loss to them in that hranoh of their tr«de. 
These, you will perhaps say, are no great matters^ and 1 si^' 
so too ; but, at least they are signs of Ufe^ which we had not 
given for many years before : and will show the French, hj 
our invading them, that we do not fear their. inTading w. 
Were those invasions, in fishing-boats from Dunkirk, sa ter« 
rible as they were urtfully represented to he, the French 
would have had an opportunity of egcecutii^ them wltile our 
lleet, and such a considerable part of our army, were empAoy- 
ed upon their coast. Mut wy Lor4 Idgtmier does not -want 
an armn at honfCf 

. The parliament is prorogued by a most gracious q[»eedi 
neither by nor from liis majesty, yfho was too iUxo goto tbe 
house; the lords and gentlemeu are consequently, mostrC 
tliem, gone to their several counties, to do (to be- sore) alt 
the good that is recommended to them in the speech. JLoa-» 
don, 1 am told, is now very empty, for I cannot say so fiMMik 
knowledge. I vegetate wholly here ; I walk and read a great 
tdeal, ride and sisribUe a little, according as mj head allows, 
ov ipy spirits prompt ; to write any thing tolerable, the mind 
must be in a natural, proper disposition ; provocatives, in thM 
case as well as in another, viU oqly produce miseraUe^ abor- 
tive performances. 

Now you have (as I suppose) full leisure enough^ I wish 
you would give yourself the trouble, or rather the plca«ni«, 
to do vhat 1 hinted to you some tipie ago ; that is, t» write 
iihort memoirs of those afikji's which have either gone-throo^ 
your hiMids, or thai have, come to your certatu knowledge^ 
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I««pa.tli0 inglorioiisbsttle of Haatenbeek, to the sdU mote 
Aeandalous trefi^ of neatnility. Comiect, at least, if it be by 
ewr w abort noteay the pieces and letters which you most 
necesaarily have in your luwds, and throw in the autheutie 
aaeedotea that yoa have probably heard. You will be glad 
wkeA yoa have done k : and the rerivkig past ideas in some 
«rder aad method will be an u^nite-comloct to you hereafter. 
Ibanre a thausand times regretted not ha-ving done so : it is 
at pfloaeat too late for me to begin ; this is the right time fbt 
yooy and your life ia likely to be a busy one. Would young 
aaen ataii themaelves of the advice and experience of their oM 
frieodiy tbey would find the ntiiity in their yonth, and the 
aaiofortofitio tbdr more advanced age; bat they aeklon 
^awisidgr Ihat^i and you, leas dian any body I ever knew. May 
yattaooQ g^rov^naer! Adiea. 

LETTER CCCXXXVIL 

Blackheath, June 30^ 1758. 
MYDEARFR1£ND» 

TUB letter follows my last very close; but I reedved 
yoofa of the ISdi in the short iotervaL You did very 
▼eft not to bay any Reniah, at the exorbitant price you men«> 
Hon, wiihoat fiirther directions ; for both my brother and I 
Ifemk the money better than the wine, be the wine ever so 
food. We wBi content ourselves with our stock in hand of 
Ittmble Rhei&b, of about three shilHngs a bottle. However, 
' poor la rarete du iait,' I will lay out twelve ducats, fo^ 
twelve bottles of the wine of 1665, by way of sen eventual 
eofdiat, if yau can obtain a tenatns coruuUum for it. I am ia 
aa hnny for it, so send it me only when you can convenient- 
ly, weH packed up t^entend. 

¥oa will, I dare say, have leare to go to Cassel ; and if yo« 
^ tp9 yoQ will periiaps think it reasonable, that I, who was 
the adviser of the journey, should pay the expense of it. I 
think so toe, and thei<efore, if you go, I will remit the 100/. 
I yoa hare cakolated it at Yoo wiB $nd the house of 
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16S IjORD GHESTSRFIEUys 

CaBsel the liouse of gladness ; for Hanau is already^ or mmt 
be BOOD, delivered of its French guests^ 

The prince of Brunswick's victory is by all the ddlfi]], 
thought a chef-cTauvre^ worthy of Turcnne, Conde, or the 
most illustrious human butchers. The French behaved help 
ter than at Rosbach^ especially the CarcUnniers Meiatur^ vho 
eould not be entombs. 1 wish the siege of Olmutz well ovio, 
and a victory after it ; and that, with good news from Axner- 
ica, which I think there is no reason to doubt of, must pro- 
dare us a good peace at the end of the year. The prince of 
Prussia's death is no public misfortune ; there was a jealousy 
and alienation between the king and him, which coidd never 
have been made up between the possessor of the crown and 
the next heir to it. He will make something of his nepliew, 
' sil est du hois dont on en fait' He 19 young enough to ibr- 
give, and to be forgiven, the possession and the ejcpoDtatife, 
at least for some years. 

Adieu ! 1 am umoeU, but affectionately yours. , 

LETTER CCCXXXVIU. 

BlacUmth^ July 18» 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
"^tTESTERDAY I received your letter of the 4th ; and roj 
1 last will have informed you that I had received yofir 
former, concerning the Rhenish, about which I gave you in- 
structions. If ' vinum Mosellanum est omni tempores anum/ 
as the chapter of Treves asserts, what must this wrnmShe" 
naum be, from its superior strength and age ? It must be tite 
liniversal panaccea. 

Captain Hove is to sail forthwith somewhere or anotherg, 
with about 8,000 land forces on board liim ; and what 19 
much moi-e, Edward the White prince. It is yet a secret 
where they are going ; but 1 think it is no secret, that what 
16,000 men and a great fleet could not do, will not be done 
by 8,000 men, and a much smaller fleet. About 8,000 horse, 
foot^ and dragoons, are embafking, as fast as they cap^ lor 
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RmWcn, to reinforce Pi'ince Ferdinand's army: late, and 
few, to be fiure, but still better than never, and none. TJ»e 
opentjonsin Moravia go on slowly, and Olmutz seenis to be 
a tongh piece of work ; I own I begin to be in pain for tbe 
king of Pi-ussia ; for the Russians now march in earnest • 
md Msr^hal Daun's array b certainly superior in number 
to his. God send him a good delireiy ! 

Yob have a Danish army now in your neighbourhood, and 
they say a very fine one ; I presume you will go to s^e it, 
and, if you do, I would advise you to go when the Danish 
monn^h comea to review it himself; « pour prendre laneue 
dece aeignear/ The rulers of the earth are aU wortli 
knowing ; they suggest moral reflections : and the respect 
that one naturally has for God's vicegerents here On eartTia 
gpealiy increased by acquaintance with them. 

Yottrcard-taMes are gone, and they enclose some suits of 
clothes, and some of these clothes enclose a letter 

Your friend Lady •• is gone into the oounti^ with her 
lord, to negotiate, cooUy and at leisure, theh* intended sepa- 
ration. My lady insists upon my lord's dismissing the •• as 
niinoas to his fortune ; my lord insists, in his turn, upon my 
lady's dismissing Lord** : my lady repUes, that that is un- 
reasonable, amceLord •• creates no expense to the family 
bat rather the contrary. My lord confesses, that there is' 
some wdght in diis argument; but then pleads sentiment- 
my lady says, A fiddlestick for sentiment, after having been 
martied so long. How this matter will end is in the womb 
of time, « nam fuit ante Helenam.' 

You did very wefl to write a congratulatory letter to Princ 
Ferdmand ; such attentions are always right, and always re- 
paid m some way or other. 

I am glad you have connected your negotiations and anec- 
A»tes; and, Ihop^, not with your usual laconism. Adieu! 
Tour*. 
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lU LORD CHESTERFUCUrft, 

LETTER CCCXXXIX. 

Blackheathy Augwt 1, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 THINK the court of CaB$el is more Ukety to make yo» 
a seoond visit at Hamburgh, than you are to retii^ theirsi 
at Cassel ; and therefore, till that matter is elearer, I than 
npt mention it to Lord Holdemesse. 

By the king of Prussia's disappointment in Moravia, by 
the approach of the Russians, and the intended march of 
Monaiem* de Soubi^^ to Hanovei^ the waters seem to me to 
be as much troubled as ever. * Je voise trfes noir aetadle- 
ment;' I see swarms of Austiians, Freneh, Imperialiit^ 
Swedes, and Russians, in all near four hundred thoaaaiid 
men, surrounding the king of Prussia and Prince Ferdiomd, 
who have about a third of that number. Hitherto they have 
only buzzed, but now I fear they will sdng. 

The ifnme^iate danger of this country is being drowned; 
for it has not ceased raining these three months, and withal 
is extremely cold. This neither si^^es with me in itself, nor 
in its consequences ; for it hinders me from taking my neees- 
sai'y exercise, and makes me yery itnaoeU, As my head ia 
always the part offending, and is so at present, I wUl not, like 
many writers, write without a head ; so adieu ! 

LETTER CCCXL. 

Blachheath Jiugwt 29, 175& 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TOUR secretary's last letter brought me the good news, 
that the fever had left you, and I will beliere that it 
has ; but a postscript to i^ of only two lines, under your own 
hand, would have convinced me more effectually of your re* 
eovny. An intermitting fever, in the intervals of the. pa- 
roxysms, wook! surely have allowed you to have written a 
-very few lioea with your own hand, to tell me how you were ; 
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L&TTEitS TO HIS SOW. X^ 

lAid i6M i Fecdte a letter (as short as you please) from yoar> 
<«etf; I shall doubt of the exact truth of any other accounts. 

I send you no news, because I liave none ; Cape Breton* 
Cherbourg, &o. are now old stories; we expect a new one 
from Commodore Howe, but frohi whence we know not. 
From Germany we hope for good oews ; I confess I do no^ 
i only -wvAx it. The king of Prussia is marched to fight the 
SdssianB, and I believe will beat them, if they stand ; but 
what then ? What shall he do pezt, with the three hundred 
smd fourscore 'thousahd men, now actually at work upon 
him ? He wtO do all that man can do, but at last il/aut tut' 
comber^ 

Remember to think yourself less well than you are, in 
order to be quite so : be very regulaf rather longer than yon 
need ; and tUen there will be no danger of a relapse. Goi 
htessyou! 

LETTER CCCXLI. 

BlackhetUh^ September 5, If 58. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

IRECEIAHBD, with great pleasure, your letter of the 224 
August ; fir, by not haying a line from you in your se« 
oretaiy's two letters, I suspected that you were worse than 
he cared to tell me : and so far t was in the right, that your 
fever was more malignant than intermitting ones generally | 
are, which seldom confine people to their bed, or at most 
only the days of the paroxysms. Now, thank God, you ar* 
wdl again ; though weak, do not be in too much haste to b« 
better and stronger ; leave that to nature, which, at your age, 
win restore both your health and strength as soon as she 
should. Live eool for a time, and rather low, instead of tak- 
ing what they call heartening things. 

Your manner of making pnesents is noble, ' et sent la 
grandeur d'ame d'un preux chevelier.' You depreciate their 
fahie to prevent any returns ; for it is impossible that a wln« 
which has counted so many andicks, and cap only ht d6li* 

VOL. m. p 
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Tex«d by a aenaius cotmdtum, and is the ponacea «f the 
north, should be sold for a ducat a bottle. The tylpHum of 
the RomanSy which was stored up in the ]Kibiic magazines, 
and only distributed by order of the magistrate, I dare 
gay, cost more; so that I am couTinced your present 
is much more valuable than you would make it. 

Here X am interrupted, by receiving your letter of the 25tli 
past, 1 am glad that you are able to undertake your journey 
to Bremen ; the motion, the air, the new scene, the every 
th^ig, "will do you good, provided you manage yourself dio- 

creetly. 

Your bill for fifty pounds shall certainly be accepted and 
paid ; but, as in conscience I think fifty pounds is too little^ 
for seeing a' live landgrave, and especially at Bremen, -wlucb 
^s whole nation knows to be a very dear place, I shaD^ with 
your leave, add fifty more to it. By the way, when you sec 
the princess royal of Cassel, be sure to tell her how sensible 
you are of tlie favourable and too partial testimony, vhich 
you know she wrote of you to Princess Amelia. 

The king of Prussia has had the victory, which you, in 
some measure, foretold ; and as he has taken la caiase miU- 
taire, I presume, * Messieurs les Russes sont hors de com- 
bat pour cette carapagne ;' for, point tf ardent,- point de 
Suisse, is not truer of the laudable Helvetic body, than^^'?i^ 
iPar^rent, point de Hvsse, is of the savages of the two RussKas, 
not even excepting the autocratrice of them both. Serbelloniy 
,1 believe, stands next in his Prussian majesty's Ust to be 
beaten ; that is, if he will stand ; as the Prince de Soubize- 
does in Prince Ferdinand^s, upon the same conditions. If both 
these things happen, which is by no means improbable, we 
may hope for a tolerable peace this winter ; for, an bout du 
compfe, the king of Prussia cannot hold out another year ; 
and therefore he should make the best of these favourable 
events, by way <^ negotiation. 

I think 1 have written a great deal, with an actual giddiness 
of head upon me. So adieu. 

I am glad you have received my letter of the Ides of July^ 
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LETTER CCCXUr. 



Blackheath, Septembers, 1758. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, ' 
fTWtS letter shall be short, being only an explanatory note 
J. upon ray last ; ifor I am not learned enough, nor yet dull 
enough to make my comment much longer than my text. 
I told you then, in my former letter, that with your leave 
(which I win suppose gi*anted), I would add fifly pounds to 
your draught for that sum ; now, lest you should misunder- 
stand this, and wait for the remittance of that additional fifty 
from hence, know, my meaning was, that you should likewise 
draw upon me for it when you please ; which, I presume, 
will be more convenient to you. 

Let the pedants, whose business it is to believe lies, or the 
poets, whose trade it is to invent them, match tlie king of 
Prussia with a hero in ancient or modern story, if they can. 
He disgraces history, and makes one give some credit to ro- 
mances. Calprenede's Juba does not now seem so alMu:d as 
formerly. 

1 have been extremely ill this whole sammer ; but am now 
something better : however, 1 perceive, * que Tesprit et le 
corps baissent $' the former is the last thing tliat any body 
will tell me, or own when I tell it them : but I know it is 
true. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXLIIL 

Blackheath, S^tember 8S, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1HAVE received no letter from you since you Ifeft Ham*^ 
burgh; I presume that you are perfectly recovered, but 
it might not have been improper to have told me so. I am 
very far from heing recovered ; on the coiiti-ar}', I am worse 
and worse, weaker and weaker every day j for which reason 
I j^^l leftTe d^ place next Monday, and set oat for Bath a 
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fev (lajs afterwards. I thould not tike all this trouUe meit* 
Ij to prolong the fag-enil of a life^froin vfaich lean expect 
no pleasorey and others no ntilk j ; but the cure, or at leasfe 
the mitigation, of those phyaieal His irhich make that life a 
load while it does last, is worth any trouble and atteaftkn. 
* We are come off but seurrily fix>m our second altetapi up- 
on St Malo : it is our last for this season: and» in my mindly 
should be our last for erer, unless we were to send so great 
ii sea and land force as tp gire us a moral certainty of 
taking some place of great importance, sucb as Bresl^ 
Hochefort, at Toulon. 

Monsieur Munchausen embarked yesterday, as he md^ 
for Prince Ferdinand's army ; but as it is not gencoraUy tlMnf^ 
diat his military skill can be of any great use to that prbce, 
l^ple conjecture, that his business must be of a reiy dif. 
' lerent nature, and suspect seperate negotiaticiDP» neutrsjitie^ 
and what not. Kniphausen does not relish it in the kast, 
and is by no means satisfied with the reasons that have been 
given him for it. Before he can arrive tliere, I reckixi thsik 
something decisive will have passed in Saxony; if to the dis« 
advantage of the king of Pi-ussia, he is crushed : but i^ oq 
ihe contrary, he shoukl get a complete victoiy (and he does 
not get half victmies) aver, the Austrians, the -winter may 
probably produce him and us a reasonable peace. I look 
upon Russia as hort de combat, for some time ; Fraoee is 
certainly sick of the war, under an unambitious king,and an in* 
capable ministry, if there is one at all ; and, unassisted by those 
two powers, the empress qoeen had bet|e? be quiet. Were 
any other man in the situation of the king of Prussn, I 
should not hesiute ta pronounce him ruined; but he is such 
a prodigy of a man, that I will only say, I le«i* he wM be 
ruined It is by this time decided. 

Your Cassel court at Bremen is, I doubt, not very splen- 
did : money must be wanting: but, however, I dare say 
their table is always good, for the Landgrave 'utkj^^urtmmds 
and as you are domestie there, you may be so too^ and recniit 
your loM of flesh from your fever : but do not re«ruit tm 
ikst. Adieut 
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IJBTTER CCVXUy, 

London, September 96, X7i%i 
MT DEAB FKIBND, 

I AM Sony to find that ycKL had a return of yo«r fever; 
bot to BSf the tnith^, you in KMtie meastire deserved it, for 
Bot canying Dr. Middleton's bark and prescription with yoa. 
I foresaw that too would think yourself cured too soon, and 
ga¥e yo« waning of it ; but by-gonea are by'gonei^ as Ghar-f 
trei^ when he was dying, said of his sins : let us look for- 
vaids. Yoa did very prudently to return to Hamburgh, to 
good bark, and I hope -fl good physioian. Make all sure 
there befiire yoa stir from tlience, notwithstanding the re- 
quests or commands of aU the prinicesses in Europe; I mean 
a month at least, taking tfie bark even to supererogation, 
that is, some time longer than Dr. Middleton requires ; for 
1 presume you are got over your childishness about tastes, 
and are sensible that yoor health deserves more attention 
than your palate. When you slialV be tlms re-established, I 
approve of your returning to Bremen: and indeed you can- 
not well avoid it, both with regainl to your pronoise, and t© 
the distinction with which you liave been received by the 
Cassel family. 

Now to the other pact of your letter- Lord Hddcmesse 
has been extremely civil to you, in sending yon, all under 
his own hand, suc^ obliging offers of his service. The hint 
is plain, that he will (in case you desire it) procure your 
leave to come home for some time ; so that the single ques- 
tion is, Whether you should desire it or not, now. It will be 
two months before you can possibly underuke the journey, 
whether by sea or land, and either way it would be a troubles 
some and dangerous one for a convalescent, in the rigour of 
the month of November ; you could driitk no mufi^'al watersi 
here in that season, nor are any mineral waters proper in 
your case, being all of them heating except Seltzer's ; then, 
vfaat would do vou more- harm than all medicine^ could do 
P S 
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yaa goodi voiild be the pestilential vapours of the house of 
commons, id long t^H crowded daySy of vhieh there wiB 
probably be many this season ; where your attendaaee, if 
here, will necessarily be reqoired. I compare St. Stephen's 
chapel upon those days, to la Grotia del Cane.' 

Whatever may he the fate ^ the war new, negotisdoiis 
"vill certainly be stirring all the winter ; and of those, the 
Northern ones, you are sensible^ are not the least important : 
in these, if at Hamburgh, you wUl probaMy have your share, 
and perhaps a meritorious one. Upon the whole, therefisre^ 
I would advise you to write a very civil letter to Lord Hel- 
dernesse ; and to tell him, that though you earaiot hope to be 
of any use to his majesty's affairs any where, yet, in (he 
present unsettled state of the North, it is possible that va^' 
foreseen accidents may throw it in your way to be of some 
little service, and that you wonld not willhigly be out of the 
way of those accidents; but tbift you shal be most extremely 
obliged to his lordship, if he will procure you his majesty's 
gracious permission to return for a few months iu the spring, 
when probably afibirs will be more setUed one way or an- 
other. "When tilings tend nearer to a settlement, and Ger- 
many, from the want of money or men, or both, brea&es 
peace more than war, I shall solicit Burrish's comnusrion 
lor you, which is one of the most agreeable ones in bis ma- 
jesty's gift; and I Shan by tio means despair of success. 
Kow 1 have given you my opinion upon this aflhir, wlach 
does not make a diflbrenee of above three months, or fimr 
at most, I would not be undctatood to mean to force your 
own, if it should happen to be difl^ent from mine ; bat 
mine, I think, is more b<ltfi for your health and your interest. 
However, do as you please ; may you iu this tfud ev^ thipg 
tise, do fw the best ! «o God bleis you ! 
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LETTER CCfcXLV. 

£ath, Ociofter 18, 1758. 
MY BEAR FRI£ND» 

IBfiCEI VED by the same port ywv two letteva of tlie 
S9th pA8t, and of tke 3d m8ta«t. The last tells me, that 
you are iperfeetfy resorered ; andyoar resdukioniof fioing to 
Br«me& id three or ftmr days prores it ; for sorely, yo«| 
-voold MA undertake that joumey a second thne^ and at 
UuH season of the year, without feeting your health solidly 
restored ; however, in all ^renu, I hope you have taken a 
provisioD of good bask wkh you. I think your attention to 
her royal highness may be of use to you here ; and indeed 
all ttttentioDs, to all sovts of people, are always repaid ii| 
some way. or other; though real obli^tions are not. For 
iaatanee; Lord Tichfield, who has been with you at Ham^ 
Inirgh, l^s written an account to the duke and duchess of 
Portland, who are here, of the civilities you showed him : 
-with which he is nwdi pleased, and they delighted. At this 
rate^ if you do not take care, you will get the unmanly repu* 
tation of a well-bred man ; and your oountxyman, John 
Trott, will disown you. 

i have received, and tasted of your present; which is a 
tris strand tsn, but more oordial to the stomach than pleas* 
ant to the palate. I keep it as physic, only to take occasion- 
ally, in little disorders of my stomach ; and in those eases I 
believe it is whoiesomer than stronger cordials. 

I have been now here a fortnight ; and, though I am ra- 
ther better than when 1 came, I am stiH far from wett. 
My head is giddier than becomes a head of my age; and 
my stomach has not recovered its retentive faculty. Lean- 
ing forwards, par^oularly to write, does not at present agree 
with, Youral'. 
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LBTTBB CCCXLVI. 

£ath, October S8, 175?. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR letter has quieted my alarms ; for, 1 find bj k, 
that JOQ are as veil reeoTered as yoa eonld be in so 
short a time. It is yo»r bnsiiiess now, to keep jourself wefl^ 
by SQTupuIousIj foUowieg Dr, Middietoo's directMna. He 
seems to be a rational and knoinng raan. Soap and 
ateel are, iinqiiestionably, the proper medicines for your 
ease ; but^ as they ftre altematifes, yen. must^ke them for a 
Tery long time, six months at least ; and then drink chaly- 
beate waters. 1 am fully persuaded, that this was your ori- 
ginal complaint in Camioisi; which those ignorant physicians 
called, in thehr jargon, AnUvritit vag'a, and treated as soeli. 
But, now the true cause of yoinr iliness is discovered, 1 flat- 
ter myself that with time aad patience on -your part, yos 
will be radically cured ; but, I repeat it again, it most be by 
a long and uninterrupted, course of those alternative roedi- 
oines above-mentioned. They have no taste ; but, if tb<7 
had a bad. one, I will not now suppose you such a chiM, as to 
let the forwaixlness of your palate inteiiere, in the least, with 
the recovery or enjoyijaent of health. The latter desen** 
the utmost attention of the most rational raan ; the former 
is on^ the proper ol^eot of the care of a dainty, iiivokNis 
woman. 

The run of lack, which some time ago we were in, seems 
now to be turned against us. Oberg is completely rooted ; 
his Pinijssian majesty was Surprised (which I am sui'prised at)i 
and had rather the worst of it. I am in some pain ^ 
Prince Ferdinand ; as I take it for granted, that the detaeli- 
Hient from Marshal de Contade^s army, which enabled 
Prince Soubiee to beat Oberg, will immediately retom to 
the grand army, and then it will be infinitely superior. Nor 
do I see where Prince F^mand can Uke his winter qoar^ 
ters, unless he rctii^s to Hanover ; and that I dp not take 
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to be at ptesetit tbe Hmd of Ganaan. Oar t^vomi expedi* 
lion to St Ma]o, I eannot caR so nuidi ga unlneky m an iH 
ccmdacted oae ; as was also Aberorombie's affiun in Ameri- 
ca. * Mais U i/y a pas de petite perte qoi reTient soiiTent ;' 
and an tliese aceidentB put togeliier make a eoiuideraMesBm 
total. 

I have fimnd so little good hf tihese -waters^ that I do not 
intend to stajrliere above a week longer; and then reraove 
inyerasj bodgr to Lendon^ vfaich isi the most eonvenient 
plaee either to liTe or die in. 

I eaoMt expect aetive health aajr vhere ; joa 19^ ^th 
OQounoB tiu^ and prudence, ca^ect it every wheue 1 and God 
gr?tnt (hat jRW aiay have it ! Adieo. 

IJKTTE& GCOXLVn. 

BfY ISBJkSL FSIBNn, 

YO%} did well to tftink of Prince Ferdinand's ribband, 
whieh I eonfesB i did not ; and I am glad te find yoa 
thiiifking so fiir beforehand. It woidd be a pretty commis^ot), 
and I wiU aceingei'^ me to proeore it too. The otily com- 
petition I fear, is that of General Torhe, in case Prince Per- 
^nand sfaoidd pass any time with his brother at the Hague, 
which fs not onKkely, sintoe he cannot go to Bnsnswidc to his 
eldest bralher, upo» aoeoaat of then* simulated quarrel. 

I fear the peace is at an ead with the king of Prussia, and 
he may say iUcet-s I am svre he'may personally sky pkntdite. 
Warm work isexpeeted this session or pariiament, about con- 
tinent alid no continent ; some tl^^nk Mr. Fitt too centfaent, 
others too little si> ; bat a little time, as the newspapers most 
pKidefttly and U'uly observe, wilt clear up these matters. 

The king has been ill ; but his illness is terminated in a 
good fit of tile gout, with whkh he is still confined. It was 
generally thought that he would hai« died, and for a very 
good reason : €or the oldest lion in the tower, much about the 
kuig'a age, died a fovtaight ago. This extravagancy, I can 
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sssoveyom wn Vetteied by numy above j^ev/ife. So vfld and 
eapricioiu is the human mind ! 

Take care of your health, as mach as yau can : for» to be, 
ar not to be^ is a qi^stion of much less importanee, in my 
mind, than to be or Dot to be veil. - Adieu. 

LETTER CGCXLVm. 

Xomfffty Jhcembm" 19, 17SS. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT is agreat while since I heari from yon^ bat I hope that 
good, not itt health, has been the occasioti of this silenoe ; 
I will suppose yxMi hare been, or ar^ stili, at Bremen, and en- 
grossed by yoor Hessian friends. 

Prinee Ferdinand of Brunswick is most certainly to have 
tiio garter, and I think I have secured you the honour of pot- 
ting it on. When I say teetared^ I mean it in the sense in 
which that word should always be understood at court ; and 
that is inHCuM^ 1 1 have a promise, but that is not catuim' 
koutgwUe, In all events, do not mention it to any mortal, 
because there is always a degree of ridicule that attends a dis- 
appoinUnent s though often veiy qajustly, if tiie expectation 
was reasonably grounded : however, it is certainly most pm> 
dent not to conunuidcate, prematnrely, one's hopes or one's 
fears. I cannot tell you wh^n Prince Ferdinand ^U have it ; 
though there are so many candidates fir the other two vacant 
garters, that I believe he will have his soon, and by himself; 
the others most wait till a third, or rather -a* fourth vacancy. 
Lord Rockingham and lioi'd HolderAesse are secure ; Lord 
Temple pvshes strongly, but, I believe, is not secure. This 
commission for dubbing a knight, and so distinguished a onc^* 
will be a veiy agreeable and creditable one foryou, < et il fout 
vous en acqultter galampient.' In the days of ancient ehi« 
valrjr, people were very nice, whom they would be knighted 
by ; and, if 1 do not mistake, Francis the First would only 
be knighted by the cheTslier Bayard, * qui ^toit preux Che* 
v«Ker et sans reproohe i* and do doubt but it wiH be rooord- 
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'«d, ' dus lesarchiires de Ift maiflon de Bniiitiriok,'that FHnce 
Ferdinand receiyed the honoar «f knighthood ftom yodf 
handi. 

The estiniates for the expenses of the yfear 1759 are ixMide 
up ; I have seen them ; and what do yoa think they amount 
to? No less than twelve millions three hundred thousand 
pounds ; a most ineredible sum, and yet abeady ail subscri- 
bed, anii even more offered ! The uUanimitj in the house of 
eommoM^ in voting suoh a sum, and such forces^ both by set 
and land, is not less astonishing. This i» Mr. PItfs doing, 
and a 99 marvellout in 9ure^. 

The king of Prussia has notlMg more to do this year; and 
the next, he must begb where he has left off. I wish he 
would employ this winter in concluding a separate peace with 
the elector of Saxony, which would give him more elbow-room, 
to act against France and the queen of Hungvy, and put an 
end at once to the proceedings of the diet, and the anny of 
the empire ; for then no estate of the empire would be in- 
vaded by a co-esUte, and France, thefiuthiul and disintarest- 
ed guarantee of the treaty of Westphalia, would have no 
pretence to continue its armies there. I should think that 
his PoUah majesty, and his governor Gomte Briihl^ must be 
pretty weaiy «f being fugitives in Pohind, whete they are 
hated, and of bemg ravage m Saxony. This riverie of 
mine, I hope, wiU be tried, and I widb it may succeed. Good 
night, and jGod bless you ! 

LISTTER CCCXUX. 

London^ Mw' Tear^a-dat/, t759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
1\/rOLTI efeUci, and I have done upon that subject ; one 
•*■*-*• truth bemg fair, upon the most lying day in the whole 
year. 

I have now before roe your Uist letter of the 21st December, 
^hidi I am glad to find is a bill of health : but, however, do 
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notpreiiitnetoo.ma^ tip<m it, iMit obejmd haBodr^oar 
phytamaHf * that thy da;|rs tamj h^ loikg ta the kncL* 

Since my last, I hare heard nothing mpre coaeeming the 
irlbband t hot I takeit |br granted it i^l be disposed of aooD. 
By the way, upon reflectiony I am not aiire that any bddy but 
a kniglit oan» aeeording to fom, he employed to make t 
Jknigfat I rememlier that Sir Clement Gotterel was aent to 
Holland, to dub the late prince of Orange, only bceaaae be 
was a ktaight himself; and I know tha^ the proxies of tei|^te 
who cannot attetM^ thehc own instaSitkiis, must alwigrs be 
knights. Tliis did not occur to me before and perh^is viil 
bot tothe pefaon who was to recommend yoil ; i aaa sure I 
will not stir it ; and I only mention it now, that jaa. jaay be 
iti ail events prepared fo^r the diaqppoiotmeat, if it danld 
happen* * 

G** is exceedingly flattered with your accooitt,- that three 
thousand of his countrymen^ aU as little as himself, shcnld be 
thongfat a safBeientgnard upon tfaree-and-twen^ thousand of 
all the nations in Europe ; not that he thinks himsdf, by aoj 
means, a little man,for» when he would describe a tallhaod- 
some man, he raises hims^ op at leasthalf an indi to repre- 
aent him. ^ 

The private news from Hamburgh is, that his msjesty'i 
resident there is wpnndily in love with Madame ***** if this 
he true, God send him, rather than her, a good deSvety ! 
She must be ^trenn^e at this season, and therefore 1 ttaok 
' you should be so too ; so draw upon n% as soon as you please, 
for one hundred pounds. 

Here is nothing new, except the unanimity with whiditfae 
parliament give awagr a dossen of millions sterling ; and the 
unanimity of the public is as great in approving of it ; which 
]ias stifled the usual political and polemical argumentations. 

Cardinal Bemis's disgrace is as sudden, and hitherto ai fit- 
tie understood, as his elevation was. I have seen his poems, 
printed at Paris, not by a friend 1 dare say ; and, to judge by 
^em^ I humbly conceive his excetteney is a p-— 'y. I wilt sny 
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BOtting of that exeeUent bead-pieee tltet ma^ him and irn^ 
made him in the same montii, except < O king, live forever.' 
Good ught to yoa, whomever you pass it wiA. 

LETTER CCCL. 

Zondon, February % 1759. 
MT DBAR FRIEND, 

I AM Dov (what !• have very seldom heen) two letters hi 
-yofir debt : the reason was, that my head, like many 
other heads, has fi-equeutly taken a wrong turn, in which 
eaae^ writing is painful to me, and thercfere cannot be veiy 
pleasant to my readers. 

I whh yon would (while you have so good' an opportunity 
as you have at Hamburgh) make yourself perfectly roaster of 
that dull hut vexy useful knowledge, the course of exchange, 
and the causes cS its almost perpetual variations ; the value 
and relation of different eoinsii the specie, the banco, usances, 
a(git>,and a thoosand other particulars. Tou may with ease 
learn, and you will be very glad when you have learned them ; 
for, in your business, that sort of knowledge will often prove 
neeeasaxy. 

1 hear nothing more of Prince Ferdinand's garter : that he 
win have one is veiy certain ; but when, I believe, is very 
uncertain ; all the other postulants wanting to be dubbed at 
the same time, which cannpt be, as there is not ribband 
enough for them. 

If the Russians npre in time, and in earnest, there will be 
an end of our hopes and of our armies in Go-many ; three 
such mill-stones as Russia, France, and Austria, must, sooner 
or Ip.ter, in the course of the year, griftd his Prussian majesty 
down to a mere margrave of Brandenbnrgh. But I have al- 
ways some hopes of a change under a gunarchj* ; where 
whim and humour oommoaly prevail, reason very seldom, 
and then only by a lucky mistake. 

♦ Derived from the Greek word Yvn , a voman, and ixxesmv 
iteg female government. 

•voi* in Q 
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. I e3ccex>t the incomparable fair one of Hambaigh^ that pni^ 
digj of beauty, and paragon of good-sense, -who haa enslaved 
your mind, and inflamed your heart. If sheisas well^^emuf<e 
as you say she shall, you vill be soon out of her chains : for I 
have, by long experience, found women to be like Telephua's 
spear ; if one end kills, the other cures. 

There never was so quiet, or so silent a session of parfia- 
ment as the present ; Mr. Pitt declares only what he vould 
have them do, and they do it nendne contradicenie, Mr. 
Viner only excepted. 

Duchess Hamilton is to be married, to-morrow, to colonel 
Campbell, the son of general Campbell, who wUl, some day 
or other, be dukt: of Argyle, and have the estate. She^refused. 
£he duke of B ^r for him. 

Here is a report, but I believe a rety groundless one^ that 
your old acquaintance, the fair Madame C— -e, is run away 
from her husband, with a jeweller that itrennea her, and 
is come over here ; but I dare say it is some mistake^ or per* 
haps a lie. Adieu ! God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLl. 

London, Feln'uary 27, 175$. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IN your last latter, of the Tth, you accuse me^ moat un- 
justly, of being in arrears in my correspondence ; where- 
as, if our e^stolary accounts were fairly ^quidated, I believe 
you would be brought in considerably debtor. ] tlo not see 
how any of my letters to you can miscarry, unless your office 
packet miscarries too, for I always send them to the office. 
Moreover, 1 might have a justifiable excuse for writing to. 
you seldomer than usual, for to be sure there never was a 
period of time, in the middle of a winter, and the pariia* 
ment silting, that supplied so little matter for a letter. Near 
twelve millions have been granted tliisyear, not only nendne 
contradieente, but nermne gtdcquid dicente. The proper of- 
ficers bring iti the estimates ; it is taken for granted that 
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tkey are neeessaiy, and finigal ; the members go to dinner^ 
and leave Mr. West and Mr. Martin to do the rest. 

I presume you have seen the little poem of the Country 
taa», by Soarae Jenyns, foi' it was in the Chronicle : as was 
also an answer to it, fi'om the Monitor. They are neither 
tf them bad performances ; the first is the neatest, and the 
plftn of the second has the most invention. I sei^d you none 
of those pieces volantes in my letters, because they are all 
primed in one or other of the newspapers, particularly the 
Chronieles ; and I suppose that you and others have all thole 
papers amongst you at Hamburgh ; in which case it would be 
ooly putting yoa to the unnecessary expense of double post^ 
age. 

I find yon are sanguine about the lung of Prussia this year: 
I allow his army will be what you say ; but what will that be 
w»^?^* Fren^, Austrians, Imperialists, Swedes, and Rus- 
sians, who must amount to more than double that number ^ 
Were the Inequality less, I would allow for the king of Pros* 
^a's bdng so much ip9e agmen as pretty neariy to balance 
the aeeount. In war, numbers are generally my omens ; 
and I confess, that in Germany they aeem not happy ones 
^is year. In America, I think we are sure of success, amt 
fK^eat saccess ; but how we shall be able to strike a balance, 
as they call H, between good suecesa there, and ill success 
Qpon the continent, so as to come at a peace, is more than I 
•an discover. 

Lady Chesterfield makes you her compliments, and thanks 
you for your offer ; but declines troubling you, being discour- 
*g^ by the ill success of Madame Miinchausen's and Miss 
Chetwyud's commissions, the former for beef, and the latter 
ftw gloves ; neither of which have yet been executed, to the 
^issatisfactioa of both. Adiett. 
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LETTBB CCCUI. 

Xiondan, March it, 17SSL 
MY DEAE FRIEND, 

I HAVE now your letter of the 20th past lying before me, 
by which you despond, in my opinion too soon, of d^b. 
bing your prince ; for he most certainly wiU have tlie garter ; 
and he will as probably have it before the campaign opata^ 
AS after. Hi* campaign must, I doubt, at best^ be a def^ottv* 
one ; and he will show great flkiU in making it aoah ; fotv 
According to my calculation, his enemies will be at least dfiii« 
ble his number. Their troops, indeed, may perhatw he 
worse than his ; but then th^ number will make up that 
defect, as it will enable them Jto undertake different operas 
tions at the same time. I cannot think that die king of Deiw 
mark will take a part in the present war ; which he ^samMjt 
do without great possible danger : and he is well paid 1^ 
France for his neutrality ; is safe, let what will turn out ; and, 
in the mean timcj ©amea on his commerce with great advaii« 
tage and security : so that that consideration wiU not retard 
your visit to your own country, whenever you have lea"w 
to return, and your own arran^emetUa will allow you. A 
short absence animates a tender passion, * et Ton ne reeule 
que pour mieux sauter,' especially in the summer months; 
so that I would advise you to begin your journey in May, 
and continue your absence from the dear object of your vows 
till after the dogodays, when love is said to be unwholesome. 
We have been disappointed at Martinico ; I wish we may 
not be so at Gandalcraipe, though we landed there ; for many 
difficulties must be got over, before we can be in possessioD 
of the whole island. A propoa de bottea ; you make use of 
jtwo Spanish words, very properly in your letter; were I you 
I would learn the Spanish language, if there were a Spaniard 
at Hamburgh who could teach me ; and then yoa xrauld be 
master of aU the European languages that are useful ; and In 
my mind, it is very eonvemen^ if not necej^ryy for a pub- 
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fio man totmderstand them all, and not to be obliged tobsve 
recourse to an interpfreter, for tbose papers that ehance or 
Vuiness maj throw in his way. I learned SiMinish ^en I 
was older than jou ; eonvineed, bjr experience, that, in everjr 
tiling possible, it was better to trust to one's self, than to any 
Other body whatsoever. Interpreters, as well as relator^ 
are often unfaithful, and still oftener meorrect, puzzling, and 
blundering. I short, let it be your masjm through life, to 
know all yo!t> can know, yourself ; and never to trust impli- 
totly to the informations of others. This i-ule has been of in- 
finite serTice to me, in the course of my life. 

I am rather better than I was ; wliich I owe, not to my 
physicians, but to an ass and a cow, who noCirisii me, be- 
twe^ them very plentifully and wholesomely ; in the morn- 
ing the ass is my nurse, at night the cow ; and I have just now 
Vmght a mileh-goat, which is to graze, and nurse me at 
Blackheath. I do not know wliat may come of this latter ; 
and I am not without apprehensions that it may make a satyr 
of me ; but, should I find that obscene disposition growing 
upon roe, I will check it in time, for fear of endangering 
my life and character by rapes. And so we hcartly bid yoo 
farewell. 

LETTEB CCCLni. 

London, March 30, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I DO not like these frequent, however short, returns of your 
illness ; for, I doubt they imply either want of skiU in 
your physician, or want of care in his patient. Rhubarb, 
soap, and chalybeate medicines and water, are almost always 
specifics for obstructions of the liver : but then a very exact 
regimen is necessary, and that for a long continuance. Acids 
are good for you, but you do not love them ; and sweet things 
are bad for you, and you do love them. There is another 
thing very bad for you, and I fear you love it too much. 
When I was in Holland, I had a slow fever, that hung upon 
Q2 
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me a great whOe; I eonsaltei} Boa-1iaaTe» wiiopreiflribei 
m€ what I suppose was proper, for it eured me ; bat he ad« 
^d, by vay of postieript to 1ms preseripcion, Venua raiiu* 
colatur.* -which I observed, and perhapa that made the me* 
dioiDes move eifeetual. 

1 doabt ve ahaU be lautnaUy disappointed in our hopes t£ 
seeing one another this springs as I bdieve fou will find, fay 
a letter whieh yoa will reeeive, at the same time with this, 
from Lord Holdernesse ; but, as Lord HoMemesse will not 
teU yoa all, I nill, between yoa and me supply that defect, 
I must do him the justioe to say, that he has acted in the 
most hind and friea4ly manner possible to ym both. When 
the king read your letter, in whieh you desired leare to re* 
turn for the sake of drinking the Tunbridge wsters, he said, 
< If he wants steel waters, those of Pyriboht are better than 
Tunbridge, and he ean have tliem very fresh at Hamburgh. 
I would rather he had asked to oome last autumn, and had 
passed the winter here : for, if he returns now, I shall have 
nobody in those quarters to inform me of what passes ; and 
yet it will be a very buqr and imx>ortant acene/ Lord Hd* 
dernesse, who found that it would not be liked, resolved to 
push it no farther ; and replied, lie was very sure, that, when 
you knew his majesty had the least objection to your retorq 
at this time, you would think of it no longer; and he owned 
that he (Lord Holdernesse) had given you enooui^agement 
for this application, last year^ then thinking and hoping that 
there would be little occasion for your presdhcc at Hamburgh 
this year. Lord Holdernesse wiH oply tell you, in his letter, 
that, as he had some reason to believe his moving this mat* 
ter would be disagreeable to the king, he resolved, for yoar 
Bidke, not to mention it. You must answer his letter upon 
that foot singly, and thank him for this mark of his friend* 
ship ; for he has really acted as your friend. I make no 
doubt of your having willing leave to returu in auturon, for 
the whole winter. In the mean time, make the best of yoar 
s^j9ur where yoa are: dmk the I^rn^t waters, and do 
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'^ioe Itttfieniali, vUeh, in your etae, is the only proper one 
fi>r yoa. 

Next week Mr. Harte wiD aend you hia Gustavus Adolphw^ 
in two quartos; it wiil eontain maoy new particulars of th« 
life of Aat real bero^ as he has bad abiuidant and autbentia 
materials, whieh bave neiier yet appeared* It will, upon the 
whole, be a very civioua and valuable history; though^ 
between you. and me, I could have wished that he had: 
been more oocrect and elegant in his style. Ton will find it 
dedicated to one of your acquaintance, who was forced (Or 
pmne the luxuriant praises bestowed upon him, and yet has 
left enough of all oonscieooe to satisfy a reasonable inan< 
Hftrte has been very nnicb out of order, these last three or 
four months ; bnt is not fbe less intent upon sowing Ins lt»» 
corn, of which he had six crops hist year, to his infiiute joy^ 
and, as he says, profit. As a gardener, I shaU probabty havo 
as much joy, though not quite so much profit by thirty or 
forty shilHngs ; for there is the greatest promise of fruit this 
year at filackheath, that ever I saw in my life. Yertumnutt 
and Pomona have been very propitious to me ; as for Pria- 
pas, that tremendous garden-god, as 1 no longer invoke him, 
I eannet erpect his protection from the birds and thieves. 

Adieu ! I will conclude like a pedant. ' LeviJks fit patien^ft 
quicqpd oorrigei'e est nefas.* 

LETTER CCCLIV. 

liondon^ J^l 16, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

WITH humble submisssion to you, I still say, that if 
Prince Ferdinand can make a defensive campaign 
this year, he will have done a great deal, considering the 
great inequality of numbers. The little advantages of takihg 
a regiment or two prisoners, or cutting anotlter to pieces, are ■■ 
but trifling articles in the great account ; they are only the 
pence, the pounds are yet to come ; and I take it for grant- 
ed, that neither tUe French^ nor the court of Viesma, will 
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fcave fe iUmenH of their main object, ^niuch is unqaestionlMy 
Hanover ; for that is the summa stwimarum ; and they wifl 
•ertaioly take care to draw a force together for this parpose, 
too g^at for any that Prince Ferdinand has, or can have^ to 
oppose them. In short, mark the end on\fen augure mdl. 
If France, Austria, the empire, Russia, and Sweden, ape 
not, at long run, too hard for the two electors of Hanover 
and Brandenburgli, there must be some invisible powers, 
some tutelar deities, that miraculooidy interpose in favour of 
the latter. 

Tou encourage me to accept all the powers that goats, 
asseS) and bulls, can give me, by engaging for ray not making 
an ill use of them ; but 1 own, I cannot help distrusting my- 
self a little, or rather human nature ; for it is an old ao<! 
▼ery true observation, that there are misers of money, bat 
none of power ; and the non-use of the one, and the abu* 
of the other, increase in proportion to tlieir quantity. 

I am very sorry to tell you that Harte's Gustavus Add- 
phus does not take at all, and conseqaently sells very little ; 
it is certainly informing, andfuflof good matter ; but it is u 
certain too that the style is execrable ; where the devil he 
picked it up, I cannot conceive, for it is a bad style, of a new 
and singular kind ; it is full of Latinisros, Gallicisms, Ger- 
manisms, and all isnu but Angitcisms ; in some places pom- 
pous, in otliers vulgar and low. Surely, before the end of 
the world, people, and you in particular, will discover, that 
the manner, in every thing, is at least as important as the 
matter ; and that the latter never can please, without a good 
degree of elegancy in the former. This holds true In every 
thing in life; in writing, con vei^ng, business, the help of the 
graces is absolutely necessary ; and whoever vainly thinks 
himself above them, will find he is mistaken, when it will be 
too late to court them, for they will not come to strangers 
of an advanced Age. There is a history lately come out of 
the reign of Mary queen of Scots, and her son (no matter 
by whom) king James, written by one Bobertson a Scotch" 
-^^, wWch for clearness, purity, and dfenity of styl^ I wiB 
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not scrapie to corapaM whh the best hittavfens cfldamt, not 
exceptittg Davila, Gulociardini, and perhaps livy. Its anc^ 
cess has eonseqaently been great ; and a seoond editbn is al- 
ready published and boaght up. 1 take it for granted, that it 
is to be had, or at least borrowed, at Hambutgfa, or I vould 
send it you. 

I hope you drink the Pyrraont wmters every jnoming* 
The health of the mind depends so much upon the health of 
the body, that the latter desenres the utmost attentbn, inde* 
pendently of the senses. God send you a very great share of 
hmkl Adieu. 

UEnrrrsBL ccglv. 

Landony April S7, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IHAtE reoeived your two letters of the 10th and ISA, 
bj the last mail ; and I will begin my answer to them, hf 
cbsernngto you, that a wise man, widiout being a stoic, con- 
■dera, in all misfortunes that be&ll hhn, their best as well as 
tiieir worst side ; I have strictly observed diat rule for many 
years, and have found by experience, that some comfort is to 
be extracted, under most moral ills, by considering them Ik 
every light, instead of dwelling, as people are too apt to do, 
upon the ^oemy side of the object. Thank Gfod, the disaip* 
pdntment that you so pathetiealiy groan under, is not a caU- 
mitj which admits of no consolation. Let os simpUfyit, and 
see what it amounts to. You were pleased with die «apee- 
tation of coming here next month, to see those who would 
have been pleased with seeing you. That, from very nato- 
nd causes, cannot be ; and you must pass this summer at 
Hamburgh, and next winter in EngUnd, instead of passing 
this summer in England, and nest winter at Hamburgh. 
Now, estimating things fairly, is not the change rather to 
your advantage ? Is not the summer more eligible, both lor 
heaHh and pleasure, than the winter. In that northern frozen 
zone I and will not the winter, in Eogtand, supply you witii 
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e pleMRirei dnn the sommer* in an empty capital eooU 
haTedoDe ? So far then it appear^ that ytn are rather a gain- 
er hf jonr miaforiaae. 

The Unir too vhich jaa propoae making to liubeck, Abe- 
na, &c. via both amuse and inform yon ; for, at your age, 
one cannot see too many different places and people ; sincc^ 
at the age you are now of^ I take for granted, that you wDl 
not see them superficially, as you- did when 3-0U first weat 
•broad. 

This whole matter then, summed up, amoonts to no more 
than this— that you wiU be here next innter instead of tbii 
summer. Do not think that all 1 have said is the coosoiatioB 
only of an old philosophical fellow, almost insennble of plea- 
suae or pun, offered to a young fellow who has quick sen» 
tions of both. No : it is the rational philosophy taught me 
by experience and knowledge of the world, and which I have 
praetised above thirty years. I always made the best of the 
best, and never made bad worse by fretting ; this enabled 
me to go through the various scenes of Ufe^ in which 1 havft 
been an actor, with more pleasure and less pain than most 
people. Tou wiO say, perhaps, one cannot change one's aa- 
ture ; and that, if a person is bom of a very sensible gloomy 
temper, and apt to see things in the worst light, they can- 
not help it, nor new-make themselves. I will admit it, to a 
•ertain degree, and but to a certain degree ; for, though we 
cannot totally change our nature, we may in a great measuro 
eoireet it, by reflection and philosophy ; and some philosO' 
)»hy is a veiy necessary companion in this world, where, even 
to the most fortunate, the chances are great^ against happi- 
ness. 

I am not old enough, nor tenacious enough, to pretend not 
to understand the main purport of your last letter ; and, to 
»bow you that I do, you may draw upon me for two hundred 
pounds^ whicl\, I hope, will more than dear you. 

Good night : ' lequam memento rebus in arduis servare 
mentam ? be neither transjiorted nor deptespod by the ac^t« 
dienu of life. 
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LETTBB CCCLVI. 

Blackheath, Mmf 16^ 1759k 
MY DEAR IPRIEND, 

YOUR seeretary's last letter of the 4thy vkieh I received 
yesterday, has quieted my fears a good deal, but has ndl 
entirely dissipated them. Taiwrftfoer still continues, he says, 
thouffh in a less degree. Is it a contioaed fever or an inter- 
mitting one ? If the former, no wonder that you are weak, 
and that yom: head aches. If the latter, why has not the 
hark, in substance and lai'ge doses, been administered ? for, 
if It had, it must have stopped it by this time. Next post, I 
hope, will set me qoite at ease. Sarely you have not been 
80 regular as you ought, either in your medicines, or in yoar 
general regimen, otherwise this fever would not have return- 
ed ; for the doctor calls it ^our fever retitnted, as if you 
had an exclusive patent for it. You have now had iilnesse* 
' enoagh to know the value of health, and to make you impU* 
citly follow the prescriptions of your physician in medicines^ 
and the rules of your own common sense in diet : in which, 
I can assure you, from my own experience,' that quantity ia 
often worse than quality ; and I would rather eat half a 
pound of bacon at a meal, than two pounds of any the most 
wholesome food. 

I have been settled here near a week, to my great satis- 
&ctk>n ; €^est ma place, and 1 know it, which is not given to 
%very body. Cut off from social life by my deafness, as well 
as other physical ills, and being at best but the ghost of my 
former self, I walk here in silence and solitade as becomes a 
ghost ; with this only difference, that I walk by day, whereas 
you know, to be sure, that other ghosts only appear by night. 
Mj health, however, is better than it waslast year, thanks to 
ray almost total milk diet. This enables me to vary my so* 
litary amusements, and alternately to scribble as well as read, 
which I could not do last year. Thus I saunter away the re- 
niaimler, be it more or less, of an agitated and active life^ 
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Bov reduced (and I am not aive T am a loaer by thck cshaage) 
to 80 quiet and serene a x>nft» that it laxy propeiiy be called 
still life. , 

the Kvnpb- irtiisper in. confidence, in order that it may 
be the more* known and the more credited, that thej iotend 
Ha invade us this year, in noises than three places ; tfaati% 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Some of onr great men, 
like the desnls, believe and tremble ; others^ aqd ooe litde 
jone, whom I know, langh at it ; and, in general, it seems 
tjobe but a poor instead of a formidable scarecraw. Mlule 
aoiiie6o€i^wusat the head of a moderate army, and 'wanted 
(I know why) to be at the head of a great one, intended in- 
'Masiona were made an article of political faith ; and the be- 
lief of them was required, as in the church the belief of 
aome absurdities, and even impossibilities, is required upon 
pain of hn^sy, exoommunicatioD, and consequently damna- 
tion^ if they tend to the power and interest of tlie heads of 
the church. But now there is a general toleration ; and the 
best aabjeets, as w^l as the best Christians, may believe 
what their reason and their consciences suggest. It is gener- 
ally and rationally su^osed, the , French will threaten and 
not strike, since we are so well prepared, both by armies 
and fleets, to receive, and, I ma^ add, to destroy them* 
Adieu ! God bless you ! 

UBTTER CCCLVU. 

Mlacklieath, Jutie 15, 1759. , 
3IY DEAR £RI£KD, 

YOUR letter of the 5th, which I received yesterday, gave 
me great satisfaction, being all in your own hand; 
thoogh it contains great, and I fear just complaints of jour 
in state of health. You do very well to change the air ; and 
1 hope that change will do well by you. I would therefore 
have you write, after the 30th of August, to Loid Holder, 
nesse, to beg of him to obtain his majeKty^s leave for you to 
return to Eng^nd for irvo or three motUhff, upon account of 
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jamt bcalA* Two or ihree rnontht is an indefiiiits lime^ 
'wbioh mfj afterwards be inaeoabj stretsbed to wliat lengtli 
<ioe pleases; leave that to me. lo the X9ean Hme, you nu^ 
Jbe taking your measures witb the best caBonomjr* 

Tbe day befinv yestecday, an express arrived from Gaor 
dakxipe ; wjaeh brought an aeeount of cor being in posses* 
fioft of the whole iriand. And I make no manner of donb^ 
}mt tiia^ in aboat two monthly we shall hjiTe as good news 
Samft Ofown-fointy Qoebe^ ficc. Oar afiiiirs in Germany, I 
fiaary will not he e^fuaUy prosperoqs ; Cor I haye yeiy little 
iMpes Sofp the king of Pnmia or Fcince f erdinand. God 
Hew yon! 

I£TT^ CCCJUVIU. 

JBlackheath, June S5, 1759. 

MTJPEAB FRIEND, 

'ttwjo last mails have brought me no letter fromym 
or your seeretaiy ; I wiO take this ajlenee asa sign that 
yon are better ; but however, If yam thoqi^t that I cared to 
know, yoa sfaoidd have cared to istfe written. Here the wea- 
tber has been Texy fine for a fortni^ together ; a longer 
term than in this dimate we are used to liold fine weather 
by. Ihope it i» so too at Hamburgh, or at least at the villa 
to wkicb you are gone ; but pray do not let it.be your villa 
9i'»0M|» as those retoements are o^lten called, and too ofteo 
prove.; thoagh (by the wi^) the original name was fiOa tvz- 
jo$a/ and by wags miscalled t»oosa. 

I have a most gloomy proapeet of affiurs in Ciermany : tho 
JPreneh are already in possession of Cassel, and of the learn- 
ed part of Hanover, that is, €iOttingen ; where I presume 
they will not stc|^ * poor Pamour dea bcUes-lettreSy' but rather 
go on to the capital, and study them upon the coin. My old 
acqaaSatanee Monsiear de Richeliea made a great progress 
there in metallic learning and insesiptiensu If Prince Ferdi- 
nand ventttres a battle to prevent it, I dread the consequesr 
ces i the odds are \po g^tat against him. The king of Prtissia 
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U still in a worie sitilation : for, he'has the hjdra to etMoaii- 
ier ; and, thcMlgh he may eut off a head or two, there viB 
■tiU be enough left to devour him at last. I have, as you know, 
long foretold the nov-approaching catastrophe ; but I was 
Cassandra. Our afiairs in the new world have a much mor* 
pleasing aspect : Gaudaloupe is a great acquisition ; and Que- 
bec, which I make no doubt of, will stiH be a greater. But 
must all these advantages, purchased at the price of so mudi 
English blood and treasure, be at last sacrificed as a poie^ 
offering ? God knows what consequences such a measore 
may produce ; the germ of discontent is already great, upon 
the bare supposition of the case ; but, should it be realized, 
it will grow to a harvest of disaffection. 

You are now, to be sure, taking the previoas necessary 
measures for your return herein the autumn; and I think 
you may disband your whole family, excepting your secreti- 
17, your butler, who takes care of your plate, wine. See. one, 
or at most two, maid-servants, and your valet*de chamlne, 
and one footman, *whom you win bring over with you. But 
g^e no mortal, either diere or here, reason to think that 
you are not to return to Hamburgh again. If you are adced 
about it, say, like Lockhart, that you are, < le servitenr det 
^v^nemens ;' for your present appointments will do yum no 
hurt here, till you have some better destination At that sea- 
son of the year, I beficve it ViH be better fbr yoQ to come by 
aea than by land ; but that you will be best able to judge of 
from the then circumstances d^our part of the worid. 

Your old friend Stevens is dead of the consumption tiiat 
lias long been undermining him. God bless you, and aen^ 
you health ! 

LETTER CCCLTX. 

Bath, Febrttary 9S, iTM. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I AM very glad to hear that your eleefJon is finally settled^ 
and, to say the trud^ not sorry thgt Mr. ** has been 
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Q^mpelled to do^ d^ mawvoiae graces that whicli he might 
have done at first in a friendly and handsome manner. How- 
ever, take no ttotiee of what is past, and live witli him ~as yoa 
^fled to do before ; for in the intercoiu'se of the -world, it la 
often necessary to seem ignorant of what one knows, and to 
have forgotten what one remembers. 

1 have jost now finished Coleman's play, and like it veiy 
VoU ; it is well conducted, and the characters are well pre« 
served. I own, I expected from the author more diabgne- 
wlt ; but, as I know that he is a most scrupulous clasnc, 1 be- 
lieye he did not dare to put in half so mudi wit as he eouM 
have done, because Terence has not a single grain ; and it 
^<woi^ have been * crimen l»8» antiqnitatis.* God bless yoa ! 

LETTiSB CCCLX. 

Bath, JVoven^er 21, 1761. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE this moment received your letter of the 19th. If 
I find any alterations by drinking these waters, now six 
6ayi^ it . is rather for the better ; but, in six day more, 
I dunk I shall find, with more certainty, what humour they 
are in with me ; if kmd, I will profit of, but not abuse, their 
kindness ; all things have thehr bounds ; ■ quos ultra citrave 
Bequit coBsistere rectum V and I will endeavour to nick that 
point. 

The queen's jointure is larger than, from tome reaaow, I 
expected it wcMild be, though not greater than the very last 
precedent auiiherized. Thccase of the late liord Wihninton* 
was, 1 fancy, remembered. 

Lord Wilmington, then Sir Spencer Comptoo, speaker of 
the house of commons, and who had long been treasurer an4 
favourite, of George the Second, when prince of Wales. Up- 
on the death of king George the First, he was in a manner 
declared prime minister ; but a few days after the accessioii 
of Geoi^ the Second to the throne. Queen Caroline asked 
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I have now good reason to believe, that S^ain wiD declare 
war to us ; that is, that it win v^ry soon, if it 1^ not alieadj, 
avowedly assist France, in case the war eontittnea. - TIUs wiH 
he a great triumph to Mr. Pitt, and foHy justify hb |Aan of 
beginning with Spain first, and having tiie first Mow, whSdi is 
often half the battle. 

Here is a great deal of compavf, and what ia eommonlj 
caHed good company, that is, great qtkality. I troobte 
them very tittle, except at die pump, wh^re- my bosinesf 
calls me ; for what is company to a dfeaf man, at a deaf ftiaa 
to company ? 

Lady' Brown, whom f have seen, and who, by the wiy, 
has got the goat hi her- eye, inqoh^ Vtry t e i^d fcriy after 
70a. And so I elegantly rest. Yours till death. 



Sir Spencer Compton, what dowiy she should have in case 
sine had the Qiisfbrtune to survive her royal oonadrt^ Me re- 
plied, * As much as any queen of England ever l|a^ which 
was fifty thousand pounds the year.' SKr Roboft Walpole 
hearing of this, observed, that; <^ had' her majesty refemd 
herself on that article to him, he should have answered. One 
hundred thousand.* This being reported to the queen, she 
sent to Sir Robert, desiring to speak with him ; when, ap- 
plying to herself an indelicate epithet, which she kaew he 
had formerly applied to her, and fram thence conceited a 
dislike to him, she with great good humour asked him the 
same question, which he answered agreeably to his ftirmee 
declaration. This; it is said, was one principal step o« 
which Sir Robert Walpde mounted to- that zenith of power 
he afterwards enjoyed ; and which had otherwise been de» 
signed by the king for Sir Spencer Gompton, who wa% 
however, soon after created earl of Wilmington, koigfat 0^ 
the garter, and appointed president of the ^ouncS. 
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USTTBR CCCUa. 

£ath, December 6, 176L 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE been in your debt fome tirae^ vhich, yoQ knov, 
I am not Tepy apt to be ; but it was^really for iTant of 
specie to pay. The present state of my inventipn does not 
enable me to coin ; and you troald have had as little pleasure 
Id reading, as I should have bad in writing k cogUonerle of 
this place ; besides, that I am very little mingled in them. 
I do not know whether I shall be able to follow your advice, 
and cut a winner ; for, at present, I have neither won nor 
lost a single shilling. I will play on this week only ) and if 1 
have a good run, I will carry it off with me ; if I have 
a bad one, the loss can hardly amount to any thing consid- 
erable IP seven days, for I hope to see you in town to-morrow 
sevennight 

I had a dismal letter from Harte, last week ; he tells me 
that he is at nurse with a sister in Berkshire ; that he has 
got a confirmed jaundice, besides twenty other distempers. 
The true cause of these complaints 1 take to be, the same 
that so greatly disordered, and had nearly destroyed, the 
most august house of Austria, about one hundred and thirty 
years ago : I mean Gustavus Adolphus ; who neither answer- 
ed his expectations in pcnnt of profit, nor reputation, and that 
merely by his own fault, in not writing it in the vulgar tongue ; 
for, as to facts, I will maintain, that it is one of the best his- 
tories extant. 

»,hi revoir, as Sir Fopling says, and God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLXIL 

Bath, Mwmber 2, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I ARRIVED here, as I proposed, last Sunday ; but as UI 
as I feared I should be when I tiMt yott. Head, stbmacfaj 
«ld limbsy all out of order. 
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I have yet seen nobodf , bat Vilettes, who is settled hert 
for good, as it is ealled. What eonsequenoes has the doke 
of ]>8n»riiire'sresigDati9n'had ? He has considerable connex- 
ions and relations; but whether anjr of them aierosisMd 
epeogh to- pesisp with him, is another matter. Theee'vitt^ 
to be sore, as many^and a» absurd vepoxtSy. as there aroio 
the law books ; I do not desire, to know either ; bat inform 
me of what facts come to yoni; knowledge,, and of aaefa 
reports only as yoa believe are grounded. And jbo God Ucbb 
you! 

LETTER GCCLXUL 

Mathi J^ovember 13, 1762. 
MY DEAB FRIEND, 

I HAVE received yoar letter, and believe that your pie- 
liminaries are very near the mark' ; and; upon that sa{e 
poaidoD, I think we have made a tolerable good bai^gain witb 
Spain ; at least, full as good as I expected, and almost ss 
gpdd as I wished, though I do not believe that we hacwe got 
all Florida; bat, if we have St. Augnstin, as I suppose, that, 
by the figure of pars pro tdto, will be called all Florida. We 
have by no means made so good a bargain with France ; for, 
in truth, what do we get by it, except Canada, with a very 
proper boundary of the river Missisipju, and that is afl ? As 
for the restrictions upon the French fishery in Newfoundland, 
tli!^ are very well per la predicOy and for the commissary 
whom we shall employ ; for he will have a good salary from 
hence, to sec that those restrictions are complied with ; and 
the French will double that salar3r, that he may allow them 
all to be broken thraugh. It is plain to me^ that the French 
fishery will be exactly what it was before the war. 

The three Leeward islands which the French yield to ns 
are not, all together, worth half so much as that of St. Lucisi, 
which we give up to them. Senegal iST»ot worth one quar- 
ter of "Goree. The restrictions 6f the Prencbr, in the* Bast 
Indies, are as absnrd andimpraoticatte asUioseof Neivftttnd* 
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laad ; and foa ^l lire to see the Freaeh tmdb to the East* 
lAdies just as they did before the war. But, aftei* all I have* 
said» the artieles are as good as- 1 ^zpeoted irlth Fratice, 
wfaent I considered that no one single person, ivfio oorried ont 
this negotiatioti oti oar parts, was ever concerned or consult^ 
ed In any negotiation befora. U]^ the whole, then, theaft* 
qnisition of Candida has cost us fourscore millionB sterling. T 
am convinced nfe might have kept Gaudaloupe, ifoitr negotia« 
torahad known how to have gone about it 

His most faithfhl majesty of l^ortogal is the best oflTof ai^ 
body in this transaction ; for he' saves his kingdom by it, and' 
hu not laid out one moidore in defence Of it. Spain,' thank 
God, in some measure *'paie l^s pots cass6s;' for, besides 
Si. Augustin, Logwood j &e. it has lost-at least 'four railCouA' 
steHing in money, ships, &o. 

EKirte is here, who telM me he has boeA'at-this place these 
three years, excepting some fe#> excursions 'to lus sistei^ j he * 
looks HI, and Ikments that' He haa frequent fits of the yellov 
jaundice. He complains of his not having heard from yon 
these four years ; rou should write to Mm. These waters 
have done me' a great deal of good, though I drink- but 
two^irds of a pint in the whole dikr, which is' less than 
the soberest of my countrymen drink of' claret at every 
nteal. 

I should naturalTy thii)k, as you do, thattl^ session will be' 
a fitormy one, that is, if 9fr. Htt takes an active-part i but if 
be is pleased, as the ministerffsay, there is no other iBohu 
to blow a storm. Tl* dukies of Cumberland, Newcastle, and 
Devonshii*e, have no better troops to attach with, thbn^tho" 
nilitia; bat Pitt alone is t^e aj^fiKW. God bless you I 

LETTEtt CCCLXrV. 

Bath, J^ovember 37, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IREOBIVED your letter tins morning, and return yim 
the bbll c? Id vol^, Hsie kiog'^s apeceh i« « vevy^praMt 
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one» and, ts I suppose thnt the addresses, in answer to li, • 
weref as usual, in almost the same words, my lord mayor 
tnSgfat very ^ell call them innooent. As lus majesty expa- 
tiates so much upon the great achievements of the war, I 
eannot help hoping tbat, when the preliminaries shall be laid 
before parliament in due time, which, I suppose, means after 
the respecti^ ratifications of all the contracting parties, that 
fOme untalked of and unexpected advantage will break out 
in our treaty with France ; St. liucia, as least. I see in the 
newspapers, an article which 1 by no means like, in our trea- 
ty with Spain ; which is, that we shall be at liberty to cut 
logwood in the Bay of Campeaehy, butpai^ngfor it. Who 
does not ilee that thia condition may, and probably will, amount 
to a prohibition, by the price which the Spaniards may set it 
at? It was our undoubted right, and confirmed to us by 
former treaties before the war, to cut logwood gratis j but 
this new stipulation (if true) gives us a privilege, something 
like a reprieve to a erimioa^ trith a non obstante to be 
hanged. 

I now drink so little water, that it ean neither do me good 
nor hurt ; but as I bathe but twiae a week, that operation, 
which does my rheumatie carcase good, will keep ine here 
aome time longer than you had allowed. 

Harte is going to publish a new edition of his Gustavus, m ' 
octavo ; which, he tells me, he has altered, and wbidi, I 
could tell him, he should translate into English, or it will not 
sell better than the former ; for, while the worid endures, 
style and mann^ will be regarded, at least as much as roat« 
1^, And BO, f Diea voos ait dans sa sainte garde !' 



IJBTTBR CCCLXV. 

Math, December 4, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TRECEiyED your letter this morning, with theencloaed 
preliminaries, which ve have had hare these three days 5 
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and I return them, since you intend to keep tfaeni, vhioh is 
more than I beliere the Freneh yrHh 1 am yeiy glad to 
find that the French are to restore all the conquests 
they made upon us in the East Indies during tlus war ; 
and I cannot doubt but they will likewise restore to us all the 
eod that they shall take within less than tliree leagues of pur 
eoasts in North America (a distance easily measured, espe- 
eially at spa), .aocordiag to the spirit, though not the letter, of 
ihe treaty. I am informed, that the strong opposition to the 
peaee «ill be in the houae of lords^ though I cannot well con- 
ceive it ; nor can I make out above si;c or seven) who will be 
against it upon a division^ unless (which I ci|Dnot suppose) 
aome of the bisbopa should vote on the nde of their make^. 
€iod bless you ! 

JLETTEB CCCLXVI. 

JSatb, Decefober 13, 176^. 
»fY DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received ymy letter, which gave me «4 
very clear account of the debate in your house. It is 
imposBible for a human creature to speak well for three houra 
and an half ; I question even if Belial^ who, according to 
Milton, was the orator of the fallen angels, even spoke s^ long 
at a tune. 

There must have "been a trick in Charles Townshend's 
■peaking for the preliminaries ; for he is infinitely above hav- 
ing, an opinion. Lord Egremont must be ill, or have thoughts 
of going into some ofjbcr place ;sperhap8 into Lord Granville's, 
who they say is dying : when lie dies, the ablest head in Eng- 
land dies too, take it for all in all. 

I shall be in town, barring accidents, this day sevenniglif^ 
by dinnertime ; when I have ordered a haricot^ to which yol 
wUl be very welcome, about four o'clock. ^ En attendant* 
Diea voub ait dan sa saiate garde !' 
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LETTER CCCLXVIL 

Slaekheath, J^^ ^^ ^^^ 
MTY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, by the iMt mail, year letter of the 4th, 
from the Hague ; ao far so good. You arrived tmdta at 
the Hague, for our ambassadoi^t entertainroent ; I find he 
has been very civil to you. Yqu are in the right to stop, fa- 
two or three days, at Hanau, and make your court to the lady 
«fthat plaee*. Your excelleney makes a figure already in 
the newspiqiers ; and let them, and others, exeellefw&y you 
fs much as they please, but pray suffer not your own servants 
to do it. 

Nothing new of any land has happened here sinceyon wentf 
io I will wish youa good nig^t, and hope that God wiH bkfi • 
you, 

LETTER CCCLXVm. 

Bku:kheath, JuUf 14, 176S. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
"^ESTERDAY 1 received your letter from Ratiabon, 
X where I am glad that you are arrived safe. Yon are, I 
find, over head and ears engaged in ceremony and ^Hquette, 
You must not yield in any thing es«entj^, where your puUie 
character may sufHir ; biit I advise you, at the same time, to 
distinguish carefully what may and what may not affect it, 
and to despise some German ndtnUiie / such as one step 
lower or higher upon the stairs, a bow more or less, and soeh 
sbrt of trifles. 

By what 1 see in Cressener^s letter to you, the eheapne« 
of wine compensates the quantity, as the cheapness of serw 
▼ants compensates the number that you must make ose of, 

• Her Royal Highness Princeap Mary of England, Lind> 
t^cavme of Heme. 
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Write to 5t)ur mother often, if it be Imt tiiree word% to 
prove your existence ; for, yrhen she does not hear from yoo, 
she knovs, to a demonstration, that you are dead, if not 
buried. 

The enclosed is a letter of tlie utmost consequence, which 
1 was desired to forward, with care and speed, to the tnoH 
serene Louh. • 

My head is not well to^ay. So God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLXIX. 

Blackheath, August 1, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HOPE that by this time you are pretty well settled at 
Ratisbon, at least as to the important points of the cere« 
monial ; so that you m«f know, to precision, to whom you 
must give, and from whom you mjist require, the teins jtx- 
eeUetUz. Those formalities are, no doubt, ridiculous enough 
In themselves ; but yet they are necessary for manners, and 
sometimes for business ; and both would auifer by laying them 
q|Uite aside. 

I have lately had an attack of a new complaint, which I 
have long suspected that I had in my body, in actuprimo, as 
the pedants call it, but wluch 1 never felt in actu secundo, till 
last week ; and that 9s a. fit of the stone or gravel It was^ 
tfiank God, but a slight one ; but it was ' dans toutes lea 
fiDrmes ;' for it was preceded by a pain in my loins, which I 
at first took for some remains of my rheumatism ; but wa^ 
sooo ecmvinced of my mistake, by making water much black* 
er than coffee, with a prodigious sediment of gravel. I am 
now perfectly easy again, and have no more indications of 
Ibis dreadfid complaint. 

God keep you from that dnd deafness ! other complainCJi 
are the common and almost the ineviiable lot of human oa- 
thre, be* admit of seme mitigation. God bless you ! 
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JBiackheath, August 2^ 176S. 
MY HEAR FRIEND, 

TOU la^ by this poA, hear from others, that Lord E^e^ 
mont died two days ago of an apo^lex)' : -which, firon^ 
his figuk*e, and the constant plethora he lived in, -was reaona- 
\Xj to be expected. You will ask me, who is to be secretaiy 
in his room ? to which I answer, that I do not knqjir. I 
should guess Lord Sandwich, to be succeeded in the admiral* 
ty by Charles Towi^shend ; unless the duke of Bedford, who 
seems to haW taken to himself the department of Burqpe, 
s[iQuId hare a mind to it. This even may perhaps produce 
others ; but, till this lia^pened, every thing was in a stajte of 
ihaction, and absolutely nothing was done. lEiefore the next 
Session, this chaos must necessarily take some form, dther 
%y a ne-^ jumble of its own atoMs, or by mixing ^them with 
the more efficient one of tlie opposition. 

I se^ by the newspapers, as well as by your letter, thftt the 
difficulties still subsist about your ceremonial at Ratisbon ; 
^ould they, from pride and foUy^ prove insuperable, and 
obstruct your real business, there' is one expedient, which 
may perhs^ps remove difficulties, and which I have often 
knpwp practised ; but which I believe our people here know 
nothipg of : it is, to have the character of mnister, only, in 
your ostensible title, and that of envoy extraordinary in your 
pocket, to produce ocoaaonally, especially if you should be 
sent to any of the electors in your neighboorhopd : go* else, in 
any transactions that yon may have, in which your title of 
envoy cxtraoi*dinary may create great dfficulties, to have a 
reversal given ypu, declaring, that the temporary suspenaioa 
of that character, ' &e donnera pas la moindre atteinte ai k 
vos droits ni k vos pretensions.' As for the rest, divert your- 
self as well as you can, and eat and drink as little 99 yoii can ; 
"nd so God bless you ! 
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* LETTEK CCCLXXI. 

Blackheathy Septembet 1, 1763. 
Mir BEAR FRIEND, 

GREAT news ! the king sent for Mr. Ktt last Sati]rdaf» 
and the conference lasted a full hour : on the Monday 
follovingy aiiothei* conference, which lasted much longer; 
and y esterda^ a tlurd, longer than either. You take for grant* 
ed, that thfe treaty was concluded and ftitified : nonsuch matter, 
for this last conference broke it entirely off; and Mr. Pitt 
and Lord temple went jestenlay evening to their respectiv* 
country-houses. Woald you know what it broke off upon, 
you fnittt ask the newsmoogen^ and the coffee-houses ; who» 
I dare say, know it very minutely* ; hut I, who am not apt X» 
know any thing that I do not know, honestly and humbly coi^ 
feSB, that I eannbt tell you ; probably one party asked too much, 
and the other would grant too little. However, the king's 
dignHj was not, in my mind, much consulted, by their making; 
him acrfe plenipotentiary of a treaty, which they were not, in 
all events, determined to conclude. It ought surely to hav« 
been begun by some inferior agent ; and his majesty should 
only have appeared in rejecting or ratifying it Lewis the 
Fourteenth never sat down before a town in person, that 
was not flKtre to be taken. 

However, < ce qui e$t differd n^est pas perda ;' for thia 
matter must be taken up again, and concluded before th« 
meeting of the parliament, and probably upon more disad- 
vantageous terms to the present ministers, who have tacitly 
admitted, by this late negotiatibn, what their enemiea have 
louUly proclaimed, that they are not able to carry oiv affairs. 
So much de re potHicd. 

I have at last done the best office that can be done, to most 
married people; that is, I have fixed the separation between 
my brother and his wife; and the definitive treaty of peace 
srill he proclaimed in about a fortnight { for the only io1i<]; 

vouni. « 
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and lasting peace between a num and his wife ii^ doubtless^ «. 
separation. God bless you ! 

UETTER CCgLXXU. 

BlackheatJhy September 30, 1763i 
MY DEAR JPRIEND, 

YOU will have known, long before this, from the office, 
that the departments are not cast as you wished ; for 
iLord Halifax, as senior, had of course his choice, and chose 
the southern, upon account of the colonies. The minisuy, 
such as it is, is now settled, en eUtendant meux ; but, in my 
(dpinion, cannot, as they ai'e, meet the parliament. 

The only, and all the efficient people they have, are in the 
liouse of loi^ds : for since Mr. Pitt has firmly engaged Charles 
Townshend to him, there is not a man of the court side, m 
^e house of commons, who has either abilities or words 
enough to call a coach. Lord B*** is certainly playing ten 
dessous de cartes^ and I suspect that it is with Mr. Pitt ; but 
what that dessous is I do not know, though aQ the coffee- 
houses do most exactly. 

* The present inaction, I believe, gives you leisure enon^ 
for ennui, but it gives you time enough too for better things; 
1 mean reading useful books ; and, what is stiil more useful, 
oonversing with yourself some part of every day. Lord 
Shaftesbury recommends self-conversation to all oUier : and 
t would recommend it to all men; they wotdd be the better 
for it. Some people have not time, and fewer have inclina* 
iion, to enter into that conversation ; nay, very many dread 
it, and fly to the tUost trifling dissipations in order to avoid 
it ; but, if a man would allot half an hour every lught for 
this sel^conversation, and recapitulate with himself whatever 
he has done, right or wrong in the course of the day, he 
would be both the better and the wiser for it Hy deafness 
gives me more than sufficient time for self-^onversatibo ; and 
t have ^ound great advantages from it. My brother and Lady 
Stanhope arc at last finally parted. I was the negotiator 
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between them : and had so much trouble in^ it, &at I -would 
much rather negotiate the most difficult point of the ju9 
publicum Sacri Romani In^erii, with the whole diet of 
Hatisbon, than negotiate any point with any woman. * If my 
brother had had some of those self-conversations, wlkich I 
recommend, he would not, I believey at past sixly, -with a 
crazy, battered constitution, and deaf into the bargain, have 
married a young girl, just turned of twenty, fall of healthy ' 
and consequently of deshes. But who takes warning by the 
fate of others ? This, perhaps proceeds from a uegligenee of 
fiell^cQaversation. God faless you ! 

liETTEB CCCLXXm. 

Blacl^vBath, October 17, 1763. 
Mt BEAR FBIEND, 

TCE last mail brought me your letter Of the 2d instant; 
as the former had brooght me that of the 25th past. 
I did suppose that you would be sent for over, for the first 
day o£ the session ; as I never knew a stricter muster, and 
no furloughs allowed. 1 am very-'sorry ^i* »*» ^^^ the rea- 
sons yo« hint at; but, however, you did very prudently, in 
doing de borme grace what you could not help doing : and 
let that be your rule in every thing, for the rest of your 
life. Avoid disagreeable things as much as by dexterity you 
can ; but when they are unavoidable, do them with seeming 
"Willingness and alacrity. Though this journey is ill-timed for 
you in many respects, yet, in point o£ Jirumcea, yovk will be a 
gainer by it upon the whole $ for, depend upon it, tliey will 
ke^ you here till the very last day of the session ; and I 
suppose you have sold your hi^rses, and dismfssed some of 
your servants. Though they seem to apprehend the first 
day of the session so much, in my opiiiion, their danger wiM 
be much greater in the course of it. 

When you are at Paris, you will of coarse wait upon Lord 
Hertford, and desire him to present you to the king i at the 
tame time inak« my compliments to him, and thank liini 
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for the very (^tigipg mesaage be left »t vaj hcns^ ip tovn } 
and teU him, that had I received it in tipie from thm9^ I 
would have come to town on lurpqse to have returned it h 
person. If there are any new little books at Fari^ praj 
bring them me. I hare already Voltaire's ZeUa ifant k 
Bain, his Droit du SeipiewTf and O^pifi. Do not forget 
to call once at Madame Mooconseil's, an4 ap often at jon 
• please at Madan^e ^ Pin's. J^p revoir, 

JJETTOR CCCLXXIV, 

Bath, Mvember 24, irfiB. 
MY DEAR FJJIEim, 

I ARRIVED here, asyoti suppose io your letter, last San< 
day ; but after the worst day's journey I ever had in roy 
Ufc ; it snowed and froee tbat whole iporning, and in the 
evening it raipfd and thawed, which made tbe roads so slip* 
peiy, that | vas sjx llo^rs coming pas$ from the Devizes, 
which is but eighte^i^ niiies from l^ence ; so ^Ijat, but for tbf 
name of poming post, I a^ght s^a well have w^ked o|i fyoL 
1 have not yet quite got over my last violent attack, |ui4 9^ 
weak and flimay. 

I have now drank the waters but thr^e days; so that, 
witbout a miracle, I cannot yet ^xpect pjuch a^ltenitian, ainl 
I do not ia the least eit^pefst fi mirjicle. If they graved let 
eauxdfijouoence to me^ that would be a n^rj^cle Ifideeds 
but, a^ the late Pope Lambertini saicU * ^ra noi, gii nuwwolL 
sono passati giu un pe^zo.' 

,1 have seen Harte, who inquired much lifter yc^ j beis flcj 
jected and dispirited, and thinks hipiself m^ch worse than b« 
Is, though he \m really <^ tendency to tlie jaondiee. | 
have yet seen nobody else, nor do I know who here is to b^ 
♦Jen; for I have not yet exhibited myself to publie view, ox* 
cept at the pump, which, at the time 1 go to it, is the most 
private place in Bath. 

After all the fears and hopes, (Kseasioned seyeraliy by tb^ 
^eeUng of thp ^^en^ m la^ f^ima^ it yr'iil frqtp ^ 
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veiy ea^ session. |ilr. Wilks is anivemny gi?eD up ; and if 
the ministers themselves do not wantonly rise difficulties, I 
think they will meet with none. A ma|ority of two hun- 
dred 2b a great anodyne. Adieu! God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLXXV. 

Bath, December S, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

LAST post brought me your letter of the ^9th past. I 
suppose C— T— let off his speech upon the prin- 
ee88*s poi*tion, chiefly to show that he was of the oppositlou: 
for otherwise the point was not debatable, unless as to the 
quantum^ against which some thing might be said; for the 
late princess of Orange (who was the eldest daughter of a 
king) had no more,' and her two sisters but half, if I am not 
mistaken. . 

It is a great mercy that Mr Wilkes, the intrepid defender 
of our rights and liberties, is out of danger, and may live to 
fight and write again in support of them : and it is no less a 
mercy, that God hath raised up the earl of S ' " ■ to rindi- 
cate and promote true religion and morality. These two 
blessings will justly make an epocha in the annals of thia 
eoantiy. 

I have delivered your message to Harte, who wafts with 
impatience for your letter. He is very happy now in having- 
free access to all Lord Gravan's papers, which, he says, give 
bim great lights into the bttUum tricermale ; the old Lord 
Craven having been the professed and valorous knight 
errant, and perhaps something more, to the queen of Bohe- 
mia: at least, like Sir Peter Pride, he had the honour of 
spending great part of his estate in her royal cause. 

I am by no means rigiit yet ; I am very weak and flimsy ' 
still ; hut the .doctor assures me that strong h and spirits will 
return : if they do, htcro apponam, I will make the best of 
them ; if they do not, I will not make their want still worse, bj 
grieving and regretting them. I have lived long enough, ar^ 
S2 
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eVa^rvcd 6noii§^y to estimate mo^t thliigs at tiiair UitriMHy 
snd not their imagiafuyy value ; aurl, at seyenty, I find no« 
thing much worth either dewnog or fearing. But Uieae vm^ 
-flections, which suit with seventj, would be greatty prema* 
ture at two and thirty. So make the best of your time { 
^joy the present Irour, but metfwr itUhiuf, God Uess job. 

LETtEJR CCCLXXVI. 

£(Uh^ Decw^fer 1$, 1763. 
MY DEAR FBIENDl. 

IQ£C£iy£Dy our letter thismoming, in whiah yovivipninDh. 
me with not living written to you this week. The r«a« 
ton was, that I did not know what to write. There is tfc«t 
tameness in my life here, that every 4f^ is tiill inU a$ tkB 
JSrst. I see rery few peo^e » and, in the literal sense of the 
irord, I hear nothing. 

Mr. ir^ and Mr. C«^ I hold to be two Tery ingenioas 
men ; and your image of the two men nnned, one by kwiiig 
l^is law-suit, aqd the other by aaciying it, is a very just 
one. To he siure, tbey felt in tliemselves imeommo^ 
talents for business and speaking, which wwe to reimbuiiBe 
them. 

Ilarte has a great poetical work to publish, before it be 
long : he has shown me some pi|rts of it. He had intitled it 
Emblems ; but I persuaded him to alter that name for two 
jTcasons; the first was, because they were not emblems, but 
fables; the second was that, if they had been emUemi^ 
Quarles had degraded und vilified that name t» such a d^iee^ 
that it is imiiossibl^ to make use of it after him ; so they are 
U> be called |*ablefi, tl|Ough Moral Tales would, in my mind, 
be the properest name. If yon ask me ^bat I think of those 
I have seen, I must say that * sunt plura bona, qugxlam me^ 
diocria, et qusBdami-^' 

Your report of future chaRges 1 cannot think is wholly 
groaadlee^; fpr it stiU runs strongly in mj bead, that th« 
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mine wetattced of irfll he sprung, at, or liefore, the end at 
the senioD. y 

I have got a little more strength, bat not quite the strength 
of HiSrcnlM: tb that I ^Ubot undertake, like him, fifty 
deflorations in one night ; for I really bdieve that 1 coukl 
sot oonipaaB them. So good nighty and God Mess jou ! 

LETTER CCCLXXVn*^ 

Sath, December 24, 1757, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I CONFESS I was a good deal surprised at your presang 
me to strongly to influence parson Rosenhagen, -when you 
veil know die resolution I had made seTcral years ago, and 
nrhicli I have aorupuloasly observed ever since, not to con- 
cern myself, dveotly or indirectly, in any party political con- 
test -whatsoever. Let parties go to loggerheads as much and 
as long as they please ; 1 -will neither endeavour to part 
themy nor take the part of either ; for I know them all loo 
-well. But you say, that Lord Sandwich has been remarkably 
civ J and kind to you. I am vexy glad of it ; and he can by 
no means impute to you nty obstinacy, folly, or philosophy ; 
call it what you please : you may with great truth assui^ 
him, ibsA you did all yon oould to obey his commands. 

1 am sorry to find that you are out of order ; but I hope 
it is only a cold ; should it be any thing more, pray consult 
Dr. Maty, who did yog so mu^h good in yoUr last illness, 
when the great medicinal metadores did you rather harm. 
I have found a Monsieur IXafoirua here. Dr. Moisy, who 
has really done me a great deal of good ; and I am sore I 
wanted it a great deal, when I came here first. I have re- 
covered tome strength, and aiittle more will giv^ me as 
mu^h «8 I can make use of. 

Lady Brown, whom I saw yesterday, makes you many com- 
pliments; and I wish yon a metty Chri3tma^ and a good 
wght. Adieu, 
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LETTER CCCIiXXVni. 

Bath, December S\g 17S5. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

GREYENKOP wrote me word, by tiie last pott, tiiflt yon 
were laid op with the gout : but I much question it ; 
that is, whetlier it is the gout or not Your last illness, be- 
fore you went abroad, was pronounced the gout by the skil- 
ful, and proved at last a mere rheumatism. Take care that 
the same mistake is not made jhis year; and that, by giving 
you strong and hot medidnes to xMew out the gout, tfaey do 
not inflame the rheumatism, if it be one. 

Mr. Wilkes has imitated some of the great men of anti> 
quity, by going into voluntary exile ; it was his only way 
of defeating both his creditors and his prosecutors. What* 
ever his friends, if he has any, give out of his returning soon, 
I will answer for it, that it will be a tong time before that 
9W>n comes. 

1 ha\'e been much out of order Aese four days, of a vio- 
lent cold ; which I do not know how I got, and which oblig- 
ed me to suspend drinking the watei-s : but it is now so 
much the better, that I propose resuming theiri for this 
-week, and paying my court to you in town on Monday or 
Tuesday sevennight : but this is tub sperati only. God Mess 
you ! 

LETTER CCCLXXIX. 

Siackheath, Juhf 90, 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE this moment received your letter of the Sd, from 
Prague; but never received that which you mention, 
from Ratisbon ; this made me think you in such rajml mo- 
tion, that I did not Icnow where to take aim. I now suppose 
that you arc arrived, though not yet settled^ at Dresden ; 
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your aodaeoaen and &rm]Uitie9«re» to be sure, over, Md t^at 
la great ease of miud to ym- 

I have no political events to acquaint joa Mith ; the som* 
mer it not the aeaaoa fisr them* they ripen only in ivinter ; 
great ones are expected immediatdy before the meeting oC 
parliament ; but that, you know, is always the language 
of fearBy and hopes. UoweTer I rather believe that there- 
viU be something patched up between the int and the outi» 

The whole subject of conversation, at present, is the death 
smd wil) of Lord Bath : he has left above twelve hundred 
thousand pounds in land and money ; four hundred thousand 
pounds in cash, stoeks, and moitgi^^ ; his own estate, in 
land, was impttived to fifteen tiiousand pounds a year, and. 
the Bradfiird estate, «hioh he **, is as much ; both whieht 
at only ftve-and-twenty years* purchase, amount to eig^t hun- 
dred thousand pounds ; and all this he has left to his brothqr 
General Pulteney, and in hi» own disposal, though he never 
loved him- The legates he has left are tr'ii^ing ; for, in tmth, 
he eared for nobody : the words give and bequeath were toQ 
•hocking to him to repeat^ and so he left all, in one word^ 
to his brother. The public, which was long the dupe of his 
simulation aod dissimulation, begins to explain upon bun ; 
and draws such a picture of him as I gave you long ago. 

Your late secretary has been with me three or four times ( 
he wants something or another, and it seems all one to him 
what, whether civil or military i in plain English, he wants 
bread. He has knocked at the doors of some of the minis- 
ters, butto nopuri)oee. 1 wiA with all my lieart that I 
could help him : I told hira fauly that I could not, but ad- 
vised him to find some channel to Loi^ B***, which, though 
a Scotchman, he told me he could not. He brought a packet 
of letters from the odice to you, which I made him seal up ; 
and I keep it for you, as 1 suppose it makes up the series 
of jour Batisbon letters. 

As for roe, I am just what I was when you left roe ; that 
is nobody. Old age steals upon me insensibly. I gi*ow weak 
and decrepit : hut do nq^ suJPTery and 90 X sun contents 
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For^ brought me four books ofyoora, two of whicli were 
Bielefeld t*8 letters ; in which, to my knowledge, there are 
many notorious lies. 

Make my eompliments to Comte Ejinaiedel, whom I loie 
<uid honour much ; and so good night to «etiie exceUentz. 

Now our correspondence may be more regular, and I ex- 
pect a letter from you eveiy fortnight. I wiQ be re- 
gular on my part : but write oftener to your mother, 
if it be but three lines. 

LETTER CCCLXXX. 

Blackheath, July S7, 1764. 
MY DftAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED two days ago your letter of the 11th, inn 
Dresden, where I am Tery glad that you are safely arnv- 
ed at last The prices of the necessaries of life are mon- 
ttrous there ; and I do not conceire how the poor natives 
subsist at all, after having been so long and so often plundered 
by their own as well as by other sovereigns. 

As for procuring yon either the title or the appointments 
of plenipotentiary, I could as soon procure them from the 
Turkish as from the English ministry t and, in truth, I be- 
lieve they have it not to give. 

Now to come to your civil list, if one may compare smaD 
things with great : I think I have found out a better refresh- 
ment for it than yon propose'; for to-morrow I shall send to 
your cashier, Mr. Larpent, five hundred pounds at once, for 
your use, which I presume is better than by quarterly pay- 
ments; and I am very apt to think, that next Midsummer- 
day he will have the same sum, and for the same use, .coo- 
■ffigned to liim. 

It is reported hefie, and I believe not without aome found- 
ation, that the queen of Hungary has acceded to the family- 
compact between France and Spain ; if so, I am sure it be- 
hoves us to foxm in time a oounter-aliiance, of at least eqoi! 
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■Crength ; -vhioh I coold easilj point oat^ bat whieb, 1 fear^ 
is not thought cf here. 

The n^e of manning is very prevalent ; so that there will 
be probably a great crop cf cackolds next vinter, who are at 
present only cocua en herbe. It wUl contribute to populations^ 
and so far moat be allowed to be a poblio benefit. L^rd G<— , 
Jir. B— , and-Mr. D , are, in this respect, veiy meritori- 
ous ; for they have all married handsome women, withcmt 
one shilling fortune. Lord »> must, indeed, take some 
jMuns to arrive at that dignity ; but 1 dare say he will bring it 
about by the help of some young Scotch or Irish officer, 
fiood night, and God bless you. 

LETTER CCCLXXXI. 

Blackheathy September S^ 1764. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE received yoqr letter of the Idth past I see that 
yoor complete arrangement approaches, and you need 
not be in a hurry to give entertainments, since so few 
others do. 

Comte Flemming is the man in the world the best calculat- 
ed to retrieve the Saxon finances, which have been all this 
century squandered and lavished with the most absurd pro- 
funon : he has certainly abilitieSy and, I believe, integrity ; 
I daxe answev for him, that tlie gentleness and flexibility of 
his temper will not prevail with him to yield to the importu- 
nities of craving and petulant application. I see in him ano- 
ther SuUy ; and therefore I widi he were at the head of our 
finances. 

France and Spain both insult us, and we take it too Name- 
ly : for this is^ in my opinion, the time for us to talk high to 
Ihem. France, I am persuaded, will not quarrel with us, 
till it has got a navy at least equal to ours^ which cannot be 
these three or four years, at soonest; and then, indeed, I be- 
fieve, we shall hear of something or tther ; therefore, this is. 
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the moment for us to speak Idad^ and we aluiB Be (kitatd if 
we do not sbow that we fear. 

Here is no domestic news of changes find e^snces in the 
political worM ; which, like oysterSyiare only 'm seation ki tiie 
It months, when the parliament Sits. 1 flikSc there w9l 1M 
some then, but of what kind God kndfWs. 

t have receive a book for yaa,' and one for myteX", &(M 
Harte. It is upon agi^culture, and will surprise ^oo, 4s^ I 
confess, it did me. This work is nOt onlf in BngCsh, BoC 
good and elegant English ; he has even scattered graces xtpam 
this sabjeet : and, in prose, has eome terj near "VhjpPi 
Georgic's iii verse. I have written to him, to congratiibi^ 
his happy transformation. As soon as I can find an opportii- 
nltj, I win send you your copy. Tou, though no Agneab^ 
win read it with pleasure. 

I know Mackenzie, whom you mention. * C'est uu dtSi t 
sed cave.' 

Make mine and Lady Chesterfield's coraplimehts to Comtfe 
et Comtesse Flemming ; and ao> ' IXeu voos ait eik sa saintc 
garde !* 

lETTER C5GCLXXXII: 

Slackfteath, Sepiimb&ir ti, 1761. 
MY DEAR FBIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received your letter of the SOth paai^ hf 
which I find that you had not then got mine, which I 
sent you the day after I had received your former j you have 
had no great loss of it ; for, as I told you in my. last, this ia- 
active season of the year supplies no materials for a letter 5 
the winter may, and probably wiD, produce an abundant crop, 
but of what grain I neither know, guess, nor care. I take it 
for granted, that Lord B*** iumagera encoref, but by tbe 
assistance of what bladders or cork-waistcoats God only 
knows. The death of poor Mr. Legge, the epileptic fits of 
the duke of Devonshire, for which he is gone to Aix k- 
bhapelle, and the advanced age of the duke of NewcasUe, 
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IIM11I to faMlitate an acoommodatiooy If Mr. Pitt and JLord 
Bate are incKned to it. 

. Yoa ask me what I think of the death of poor Ivan, and 6t 
the person who ordered it Yoa may remember that I ofteik 
said, die would murder or marry him, or probably both t 
Ae has ehosen the safest alternative ; and has now complete 
«d her character of fernme forte, above scruples and hesita* 
6011. If Maehiavel were aiive^ she waa1<! probably be hig 
iieroine, as Cesar Borgia was his hero. Women ai-e all so 
fur Maehiavelians, that they are never either good or bad 
hy halves; their passions are too strong, and their reason 
too weak, to do any thing with mfideration. She will, per* 
haps, meet, before it is king, with some Scythian, as free 
from prejudice as herself. If there is one OliTcr Cromwell 
In the three regiments of guards, he will probably, for the 
aake of his dear country, deiK»e and murder her : for that 
IB one and the same thhig in Russia. 

Yon seem now to be settled, aud bien nipp^ at Dresden. 
Four sedentaiy footmen, and one running one, font equipage 
teste. The German ones will give you teine excellentx g 
and the French ones, if you have any, momeignewr. 

My own health varies, as usual, but never deviates int» 
^ood. God bless you, and send you better. 

LETTER CCCLXXXni. 

BlAckhisaXh, October 4^ 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE now your last letter, of the 16th past, lying he* 
fore me ; and I gave your enclosed to Grevenkop, which 
has pot him into a violent bustle to execute your commisaions, 
as well and as cheap as possible. I refer you to his own let* 
for. He tells you true, as to Comtesse Cosel's diaiuouds, 
which certainly nobody will buy here, unsight unseen, as 
the call it ; so many ndnutitt concurring, to increase or ics- 
sen tlie value of a diamond. Your Cheshire cheese, your 
Burton ale and beer, I charge myself with, and they shall b* 
VOL. ni. T 
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flCDt ycKX as soon as possible. Upon this oooasion I win give 
you a piece of adv.ce, which by experience I know to be use- 
ful. In all commissioDS, whether from men or women, 
point de galarUerie ; briog tliem in yoar account, and be 
paid to the utmost farthing ; but if you would show them 
wie gdltniterie, l^t your present be of something that ia not 
in your coromission, otlierwise you will be the commisnonaire 
banal of all the women in Saxony, apropos, who ia your 
Comtesse de Cosel ? is she daughter or grand-daughter of 
the famous Mailame de Cosel, in King Augustus's time ? Is 
she young or old, ugly or handsome ? 

I do not wonder that people are wonderfully surprised at 
our taroeness and forbearance, with regai*d to France and 
Spain. Spain, indeed, has lately agreed to our cutting log- 
wood, according to the treaty, and sent sti'ict orders to thdr 
gOTernor to allow it ; but you will obsenre too^ that there is 
not one wonf of reparation for tlie losses we lately sustained 
there. But France is not even so ti'actable ; it wUl pay but 
half the money due upon a liquidated account, for the 
maintenance of their prisoners. Our request to have Comte 
d'Estaing recalled and censui*cd, they have absolutely reject- 
ed, though by the laws of war he might be hanged foi' having 
twice broken his parole. This does not do France honour ; 
however, I think we shall be quiet, and that at the only time, 
perhaps, this century, when we might with safety be other- 
wise ; but this is nothing new, nor the first time, by many, 
when national honour and interest have been sacrificed to 
private. It has always been so : and one may say, upon this 
occasion, what Horace says upon another, * Nam fuit ante 
Helenam.' 

1 have seen les Conte$ de GuiUaume Vad^, and like roost 
of them so little that I can hardly think them Yoltaiie's, but 
rather the scraps that have fallen from his table, and been 
worked up by inferior workmen, under his name. I have 
not seen the other book you mention, the DtcUormmre JPw^ 
tatif. It is not yet come over. 
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I shaU next week go to take my winter-quarters m London, 
the weather here being very cold arid damp, and not proper 
for an old, shattered, and cold carcass, like mine. In Novem- 
ber 1 will go to the Bath, to careeii myself for the winter, 
aad to shift the scene. Good night ! 

LETTER CCCLXXXIV. 

London, October 19, 1764. 
MY BEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY morning Mr. ** came to me, from Lord 
Halifax, to ask me whether I thought you %ould ap* 
prove of vacating your seat in parliament, during the remain- , 
der of it, upon a valuable consideration, meaning monei/. My 
answer was, that 1 really did not know your disposition upoi^ 
that subject : but that I knew you would be very willing, ii^ 
general, to accommodate them, as far as lay in your poweri 
That your election, to my knowledge, had cost you two thou^ 
sand pounds; that this parliiaroent had not sate above half it^ 
time : and that, for my part, I approved of the measure welt 
enough, provided you had an equitable equivalent. I take i1 
for granted, that you will have a letter from — — , by thii 
post, to that effect, so that you must consider what you wiii 
dd. What I advise is this, give them a good deal of ^alSO' 
nam in the first part of your letter. * Le galbanam nc coutp 
ricn ;' and then say, that you are willing to do as they please ; 
but that you hope an equitable consideration will be had ^ 
the two thousand t>Qnnds, which your seat cost you in the 
present parKiunent, of which not above half the term is ex* 
pired. Moreover, that you take the Mberty to remind them, 
that your being sent for from Ratisbon, last session, when yon 
were just settled tliere, put you to the eJipense of three or 
four hundred pounds, fqr which you were allowed nothing ; . 
and that, therefore, you hox>e they will not think one thou- 
sand pounds too . much, considering all these circumstances { 
hut that, in all events, you will do whatever they deairc. 
fTpon the whole, I think this proposal adTantageous to yots 
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IS yoa ptffMtj will not make use of your «eat Uiis pkribn 
meat ; and further, as ft will secure you ^mfo. another uu* 
pakl joamey from Dresden, in ease they meeet, or fear to 
meet with diiBoulties in any ensuing session of the pxcseat 
parliament Whatever one must do, one shoiUd do * de 
bonne grace/ JHxi. God bless yon ! 

LETTER CCCLXXXV. 

Bath, MvemBtt^O, 1701 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I AM much concerned at the account you gave toe of 
yourself, in your last letter. There is to be sure, at sadi 
« to wo as Dresdea, at least some one Very skilful phyaioiaii ; 
whom I hope you have consulted ; and 1 would ha^e yoa 
licquaint him with all your several attacks of tiiis naturei 
from your great one at Laubach,to your late one atDopesden: 
tcU him too, that in ybur last illness in England, the pihtsi* 
cian naistook your case, and treated it as the gout, tiU Maty 
came, who treated it as a rheumatism, and cured you. 1m 
my opiftion you have never had the gout, - but always the 
rheumatism ; which, to my knowledge, is as paibftil as the 
guut can possibly be, and should be treated in a quite difi^i^ 
ent way ; that is, by cooling meilicines and regimen, inst^d 
of those inflammatory cordials which they always administer, 
whei-e they suppose the gout, to keep it, as they say, out cf 
the stomach. 

I have been here now just a week ; but bare hitherta 
•drank so little of the water, that X can neither ipeak well 
por ill of it. The number of people in this plaoe is infiaSte; 
but very Cew whom I know. Uarte seems settled here kt 
Ufe. He is not well, that is certain ; but not so ill neither as 
he thinks himself, or at feast would he thought. 

I lon^ forvour answer to my last letter, containing a cei^ 
tain propoial, which by tikis time, I suppoK, has been matit 
yoOf and which, in the nauh I approve of your aecopUa^ 
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God bless you, 'my ^ear friend, and send you better 
health? Adieu. 

UETTER CCCLXXXVL 

£ath, February 26, 1765. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
'^^r^OUR last letter, of the 5th, gave me aa much pleasure 
JL as your former had given me uneasiness ; and Lar- 
petit's acknowledgement of his negligence frees you frorti 
those suspicions, which I own I did entertain, and which I 
beheve every one would, in the same concurrence of circum« 
stances, have entertained. So much for that. 

You maj depend upon what I promised you before Mid- 
fluniraer next, at farthest, and at least. 

All that I can say of the affair between you of the corps 
diplomatique, and the Saxon ministers, is * que voila bien da 
bruit pour une ommelette au lard.' It will most certainly he 
soon made np ; and in Chat negotiation show yourself as mo- 
derate and healing as your instructions from hence will al- 
low, especially to Comte Fleraming. The king of Prussia, 
I believe^ has a mind to insult him personally, a» an old ene- 
Biy, or else to quarrel with iSaxony, that dares not quarrel 
-with liim ; but some of the corps diplomatigue here assure 
me, it is only a pretence to recall his envoy, and to send, 
when matters shall be made up, a little secretary there, <i 
moius defraiXf as he does now to Paris and London. 

Comte Briihl is much in fashion here ; 1 like him mightily ; 
he has very much le ton de la bonne compagnie. Poor 
Schroder died last Satui*day, without the least pain or sick- 
ness. God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLXXXVIJL 

London, Jpril 23, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1'\HE day before yesterday 1 rteceived you» letter of the Sd 
. instant. 1 find that your important affair of the oere^ 
T 2 
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ipoqmI it adjasted at lftst» as I foresaw it voidd be. S«cb 
minuH^ are often laid hold on as a pretence, for powers wh0 
have a mind to quarrel ; but are never tenaciously insisted 
upon, where there is neither interest nm* inclination to break. 
Corote Flemming, though a hot, is a wise man ; and, I was 
sure, would not break both with Enghmd and UaDov^:, 
upon so U'ifiing a point, especiallj during a minority. 

. .4 propta of a minority ; the king is to come to the boose 
to-morrow, ip recoi^uuend a bill to settle a regency, in case 
pf his demise, while his successor is a minor. Upou the 
king^s late illness,, which was no trifling one^ the whole iia<> 
tion cried out aloud for such a bill, for reasons whicb wili 
readily occur to you, who know situations, persons, and cba* 
raoters her& I do not know the particulars of this intended 
bill ; but I wish it may be copied exactly from that which was 
passed in the late king's time, when the present king was a 
minor. I am sure there cannot be a better. 

You inquire about Monsieur de Guerchy's affair ; and I 
will give you as succinct an account as I can, of so extraordi-* 
nary and perplexed a transaction ; but without giving yo« 
my own opinion of it, by the common post. You know what 
passed at first between Air. de Guerchy and Monsieur D'£on» 
in which, both' our ministers, and Monsieur de Guerchy, 
fram utter inexperience in business, puzzled themselves into 
disagreeable difficulties. About three or four months ago^ 
Monsieur de Vergy published in a brochure a parsel of let<< 
ters, from himself to the due de Choiseul ; in which he posU 
tively asserts, that Monsieur de Guerchy prevailed with him 
(Vergy) to come over into England to assassinate D^on ; 
the words ai'e as well as I remember, < que ce n'fitoit pas 
pour se servir de sa plume, raais de sou epee, qu'on le de^ 
mandoit en Angleterre.' This accusation of assassination, 
^ou may imagine, shocked Monsieur de Guerchy, who com- 
plained bitterly to our ministers ; and they both puzzled on 
for some time, without doing any things because they did not 
know what to da At last du Vergy, about two months ago, 
appUed himself tO th^ grand jury of Midd^sex^ sad madlQ 
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•Hill, thfcl Mr. de Guerchy had hired him fdu Vcrgy) to as- 
fiassinnte lySon. Upon this deposition, the grand jary found 
» hill of intended murder against Monsieur dc Guerchy ; 
which bill, however, Yiever rame to the petty jury. The 
king granted a noH pt^oseq^d in favour of Monsieur de Guet*- 
chy ; and the attorney -general is actually prosecuting dn 
Verg5% Whether the king can grant a tw& proteqid in a 
criminaf case, and whether te droit des geM extends to crl- 
ynmal cases, are tm> points which employ our domestic poli- 
tTcians, and the whole tarpt dlplomati^gfue, Enfin, to use a 
very coarse and Tulgar saying, ' il y a de la merde au bout 
da h&ton, qnelque part.* 

1 see and hear these storms from shore, suave marl magno, 
t^c. 1 enjoy my own security and tranquillity, together with 
better health than I had reason to expect at my age, and 
with iny constitution : however, I feel a gradual decay, 
though a gentle one ; and I think that I shall not tumble, 
!mt slide .gently to the bottom of the hill of life. Wh^n 
that will be, I neither know nor care, for I am very weary. 
God bless you! 

Mallet died, two days ago, of a diarrhc&a, which he ha4 
tarried with him to France, and brought back Qgain luther. 

LETTER CCCLXXXVni. 

JBlackheath, July 2, 1765. 
MY DEAR^FRIEND, 

I HAVE this moment received your letter of the S2d past ; 
and I delayed answering your former, in daily, or rather 
hourly ejtpectation of infonning you of the birth of a new 
ministry ; but in vain ; for, after a thousand conferences, all 
things remain still in the state which 1 describe<l to you in 
my last. Ix>rd S. has, I believe, given you a pretty true ac- 
count of the present state of things ; but my lord is much 
mistaken, I am pcrsnaded, when he says, that * the king has 
thought proper to re-est«blish his old servants in the man- 
agement of his aflairs ;' for he shows them all the pubB© 
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dislike possible ; and, at his levee, hardier speaks ta any of 
them ; but speaks by the hour to any body else. Conferences 
in the mean time, go on, of which it is easy to guess the 
main subject, but impossible, for me at least, to know the 
partiteulars ; but this I will venture to prophesy, that the 
vhole win soon centre in Mr. Pitt 

You seem not to know the character of the queen : here it 
IS— She is a good woman, a good wife, a tender mother ; 
and an unmeddling queen. The king loves her as a woman ; 
but, I verily believe, has never yet spoken one word to her 
about business. I have now told you aU that I know 6f these 
affairs ; which,! believe, is as much as any body else knows» 
who is not in the secret. In the mean time, you eaaly guess, 
that surmises, conjectures, and reports, are infinite, and if, as 
they say, truth is bnt one, one raiUion at least of these repmts 
must be false ; tor they differ exceedingly. 

You have lost ^n honest servant, by the Heath of poor 
liOuia ; 1 would advise you take a clever young Saxon id his 
room, of whose character you may get authentic testimo- 
nies ; instead of sending for one to France, whose character 
you can only know from far. - 

"When I hear more, I will write more ; till when, God 
bless you ! 

LETTER CCCLXXXIX. 

JBlackheath, JvhflSi 176S. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I TOLD you in my litet, that you should hear fi-om me 
again, as soon as I had any thing more to write ; and now 
I have too much to write, therefore will refer you to the 
Gazette, and the office letters, for all that has been done ; 
and advise you to suspend your opinion, as I do, about all 
'that is to be clone. Many more changes are talked of; bot 
80 idlf , an<l variously, that I give credit to none of them. 
There has been pretty clean sweeping already ; and I do 
not remember, in my time, to have seen so much at once, 
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M Ml entire new bcmrd of treaBtiry, tad t^onefr fee«k«tariei( 
of tUsite, * cum muUis alii*,' kc. 

- Here is • nelir polltiefd a^ch almost bdilt^ %atof ihitteriab 
<if *> different a nature, uikd vithout A keystone, that It does 
]M)t, in my otnnion, indicate either strength or duration. It 
vill certsunly require repairs, and a key-stone, next vinter ; 
And that key-stone %ill, and roust necessarily be, Mr. Pitt. 
|t Sa troe, he might have heeh that key-stone now 5 and 
%oold haVe accepted it, hut not without Lord Temple's 
consent; and Lord Temple posititdy refused. There was' 
«vid^t1y ftoMfie triek in thift, hdt what is pitt my conjeeturing. 
* Dbvoa mm^ tton CEdipus.* 

ThttH ia a manifett interregntim iA the treamry ; for I dcr 
flttppoAe that lord Rockingham and Mr. Dowdeswell wilt 
notthink proper to be very active. General Conway, whi 
ia your seoretaiy, has certainly parts at least equal to his bu- 
siness, to which, I dare My, he will apply. The same may 
be said, I believe, of the duke of Grafton ; and indeed there 
is ab magie requisite for the executive part of those employ* 
menta. The ministeiial part is an6ther thing : they must 
aeramble with their fcUow-senrants, for power aad favour, as 
"WeU as they can. Fclveign aJQbirs are not 00 much aa men- 
tioned, and, I verily believe, not thought of. But, sare^» 
tome counterbalance would be iieeenary to the family com* 
pact ; and, if not iODn Mhtraeted, will te too kite. God 
Uetsyoa. 

IJETTBR CdCXC. 

Mackheai/h *9nguH ir, 1765* 
MY DEAU FRIEND, 

T)V are now two letters in my debt ; and I ftftr the gout 
has been the cause of your cOntraotittg that debt. 
When you are not able to write yourself, let your secretary 
tend me two or three lines, to acquaint me how you are. 

Yon have now seen, by the London Gazette, what changes 
liave really been made at court ; bat^ a\ thie same time, | 
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lielieve you have seen tliat there must he more, before a 
ministry can be settled ; t^^iat those will be, God knows. 
Were I to conjecture, I should say, that tlie whole will cen- 
tre before it is long in Mr. Pitt and Co. the present being an 
heterogeneous jumble of youth and caducity, whidi cannot be 
efficient 

Charles Townshend calls the present, a lutestring ministiy ; 
fit only for the summer. The next session will be not only a 
warm, but a violent one, as you will easily judge, if yoa look 
over the names of the t'ns and of the outt. 

I feel this beginning of the autumn, which is already ^ety 
cold : the leaves are withered, fall apace, and seem to intimate 
that I roust follow them ; which I shaU do without reluotanee, 
being extremely weary of this silly world. God blesa yoa, 
Iboth in it and after it ! 

LETTER CCCXCL 

Blachheathy August 25, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED but four days ago your letter of the Sd in* 
stant. I find by it that you are well, for. you are in good 
spirits. Tonr notion of the new birth, or regenei^tion of the 
ministry, is a very just one, and that they have not yet the 
true seal of the covenant b, I dare say, vary true ; at least, it 
is not in the possession of either of the secretaries of state, 
who have only the king's seal; nor do I befieve (whatever 
his grace may imagine) that it is even in the possession of the 
Lord Privy Seal. I own, I am lost, in considering the iiresent 
situation of affairs ; different conjectures present themselves 
to ray mind, but none that it can rest upon. The next fes- 
idon must necessarily clear op maitters a good deal ; for, 1 be^ 
lieve, it will be the wai'mest and most acrimonious one that 
has been known since that of the excise. The late ministiy; 
the present oppoaitiimy are determined to attack Lord B— — 
publicly in parliament, and reduce the late opposition, the 
j^esent imwUtty^ to protect hiDa publicly, in consequence of 
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their sut^posed treaty inth him. < En' attendant mietix,' the 
parper war i9 carried <m vrkh laach fury and sonrrility on all 
sides, to the great entertainment of such lazy and iinpartisil 
people as myself. I do not know -whether yoa hare the Dai- 
ly Advertiser ; and the Public- Advertiser ; in which all tfie 
political letters are inserted, and some very well-written ones 
on both sides ; but I know that they amttse me, ' tant bien 
que maV for an hour or two evety morning. Lord T— — is 
the supposed autlior of the pamphlet yoo mention ; but I 
think it is above him. Perhaps his brother O T •, 
who is by no means satisfied with the present arrangement, 
may have assisted him privately. As to this latter, there was 
a good ridiculous paragra^^ in the newspapers, two or three 
days ago : ' We hear that the Right Honourable Mr. C 
T - ■ is indisposed, at his house in Oxfordshire, of a pun in 
his side ; but it is not said in which side.' 
' I do not find that the duke of York has yet visited you ; if 
he should, it may be expensive, < maison trouvera moien.' 
As for the lady, if you should be very sharp-set for some 
English flesh, she has it amply in her power to supply you, if 
sh^ pleases. Pray tell me in your next, what you think of, 
and how you like. Prince Henry of Prussia. God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCXCJL 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR great character of Prince Henry, which 1 take to 
be a veiy just one, lowers the king of Prussia's a great 
deal ; and probably that is the cause of their being so iH toge> 
ther. But the king of Prussia, with his good parts, should 
reflect upon that trite and true maxim, < Qui mvidet minor/ 
or M. de la Rochefoucault's, « Que l*envje est la plus basse de 
toutes les passions, puisqu*on avoue bien des crimes, mais que 
pcrsonne q'avoue I'envie.' I thank God I never was sensi- 
ble of that dark and vile passion, except that formerly I have 
sometimes envied a successful rival with a fine woman. But 
now that cause is ceaaed, and consequently the efiects. 
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Wbat dM If or mUer what ean l» tell you of tt^ political 
world h^re ? The late roimstera accuse the present wth 
having doae nothing » the present accuse the late ooes witb 
having done much worse than nothing. Their writera abuse 
oae another moet scurrilouslyy but aometimes with -wit. Ilod 
tipon this to be * peloter en attendant partie/ till battle be- 
gins In St. Stephen's Chapel. How that will end, 1 pretest, 
1 cawtfrt oonjcctnre ; aagr further than this, that, if Blr.Fitt 
does not come in to the assistance of the present ministei^ 
they wiU have mnch to do to stand their ground. Q**** T**** 
will play booty; and whom else have they ? Nobody bot 
C**** ; who has only good-sen^e, but not tU^ ueoeaswj t»> 
JtenU nor experience, 

' ,dSre ciere virov Martcmqtie acoendere canto,* 

I never remember, in aU my time, to have aeen ao pi»b> 
tematical a state of affairs ; and a man woold be much pm- 
' zled which side to bet on. 

Your guest, Miss C****, is another problem^ wluoh Icao* 
not aolve. She no more wanted the waters of Carlsbadt, than 
you did. Is it to show the duke of Kingston that be cannot 
live without her ? a dangerous experiment ! which may pos- 
aibly>convince him that he can. There is a trick, no doobt, 
in it ; but what, I ndtlier know nor care : yon did very well 
to show her civilities, * cela ne gite jamais rien.* I will g» to 
my watei's, that i^ tlie Batb waters,in tlireo weeksora month, 
more for the sake of bathing than of drinkiug. The hot bath 
always promotes my perspiration, whi(^ h sluggish, and sup- 
plies my stiff rheumatic limbs. jyaiUeuv^i } am at present 
as well, and better than I could reasonably expect to he> ' anno 
septuagesimo primo.' May yqu be so hs long, y fnas / God 
hle:» you ! 
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Zondon, October itS, tt^ 
MT DEAR FRIEND. 

I RECEIVED jaar letter of the 10th Mi^'ca / fori aeft 
out for Bath to-morrow moroing. If the use of thoMt 
wat^s^ does me im gQOCU ^ ahUting the scene for some time 
frill at least amuse me a little ; and at my age, and with my 
infirmiCKi^ * H laut f(ure 4e tout bois fldche.' Some variety 
is as necessary liar the opM* ^ sQi^c laediciQev su^ for tho 
Utdy. . 

Here is a total stagnation of politics, whichy 1 suppose^ wUl 
eontinue till the parliament iiu to do business, and that will 
not be till about the middle of January ; for the meeting on 
the 17th December is only for the sake of some new writs- 
The late ministers tlireaten the present ones ; but the latter 
do not seem in the least afraid of the lormer* and for ft very 
good reason, which is, that tl^ have the dist^rthutjon of the 
loaves and fishes. I believe it is very certain* that Mr^ Pitt 
will never eoipe into this or any other adaoiniauiitiou : he is 
absolutely a cripple all the year, and in violent pain ftt least 
Inlf of it. Such physical ills are great ohochs to tiro of the 
strongest passions, to which hnman naturo is Uahle^ love and 
ambition. Though 1 cannot pe»suade myself iSiat the present 
miaisuy can be long lived, I can as lit|lsimftgine»whoor 
what can succeed them, < tfUe eat Ui diaette de aii|ieti papa- 
Wes.' Thedukeof^***fwea»^tiiathewiUhav-eLQrd**** 
personally atucked in both houses s but I do not see bow 
wit' out endangering hiiaself at th« saine time. 

Miss C**** is safely arrived here, and her duke is fonder 
of he^ than ever, {t was a diuigerotts eaq^si^nt that she 
tried, in leaving him so tongs but it seems she knew her 



I pity you for the inundation of your good countrymen, 
which overwhehna y^: < je sgii ce qu'en vaut l'a»ne.» It 
is, besides^ ezpewe 5 bH^ as I look upouth« «xpente to he 

VOL. in. ^ 
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the lettt «vil of the two^ 1 will see if a mew-yeaPs |^ vill 
wit make it ap. 

Ab I am now apon the vingi I vifl only add, God Um 
you! 

LETTER CCCXCIV. 

Moihf November 2a, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE this moment receiyed your letter of die lOdi; 
I haTe Qov been here near a month, bathing and drinkinc 
the waters, for complaints mnch of the same kind as yours; 
I mean, piuns in my legs^ hips and arms ; whether goaty or 
rheumatic, God knows ; bat, I believe, both, that fight with' 
out a decision in favour of either, and haye absolutely redu- 
ced me to the miserable situation of the Sphynx's riddle, to 
^ walk upon three legs ; that Is, with the assistance of mj 
stick, to walk, or rather hobble, very indifferently. I wish it 
■were a deelared gout, which is the distemper of a gende- 
man : whereas the rheumatism is the distemper of a hack- 
ney-coachman or chairman, who are obliged to be out in sll 
weathers and at all hours. 

I think you will do very right to ask leave^ and I dare aj 
you will easily get it, to go to > the baths in Suabia; that is, 
'supposing you have consulted some skilful, physician, if such 
a one there be, either at Dresden or at Leipsic, about the na- 
ture of your distemper, and the nature of those baths ; bat, 
* suos quis()ue patiraur manes.' We have but a bad bargain, 
■God knows of this life, and patience is the only way not to 
make bad worse* Mr. Pitt keeps his bed here, with a very 
real gout, and not a pbliticid one, as is often suspected. 

Here has been a congress of most of the ex fmm9ter$. If 
they have raised a battery, as I suppose they have, it is a 
masked one, tor nothing has transpired ; only they confess, 
that they intend a most vigorous attack. lymUeurs^ there 
seems to be a total suspension of all business, till the meeting 
of the parliament, and the Signifk canan$» I am very g^ad 
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tiuit at this time jcn are wt of it; and finr rdMfMl^ tliat I 
need not mentioa : you would certiaiily have^ been aeot fov 
over, and, as before, not paid ior yoor journey. h • • 

Poor Harte is very ill, and oondenined |o ,the hot^vett alt 
Bristol. He IS a better poet than philosopher; jfor all thia 
illness and melancholy proceeds originally from the ill-sueeesa 
of his Gustavus Adolphus. He Is grown extremely, devout, 
which I am very glad of, because that is always a comfort to 
tbe afflicted. 

I cannot present Mr. Larpent with my new-year^s gift, till 
I oome to town, which will be before Gfaiastmaa at farthest ; 
tiU when, God bless you ! Adieu. 

LETTER CCCXCV. 

London, December 87, 1765. 
MY WAR FRIEND, 

IARRIYED here from Bath last Mondi^r, ratbeiv but nol 
much better than when I went thither. My rheumalio 
pains, in my legs and hips, plague me still ; and 1 must ne^ 
▼er expect to be quite free from them. 

You have^ to be sure, had from the office an account of 
what tbe parliament did, or rather did not do, the day of 
their meeting : and the same pomt will be the great object 
at their next meeting : I mean the affair of our Ameriean 
colonies, relatively to the late imposed stamp-duty ; which 
our colonists absolutely refuse to pay. The administration 
ftre for. some indulgence and forbearanoe to those, froward 
children of their mother country : tbe opposition are for 
taking vigorous, as tliey oall them, but I call them violent 
measures ; nor less than < les dragonades;' and to have the 
tax collected by the troops we have there. For my pi«rt, I 
never saw a frowai'd child mended by whipping; and I 
would not have the mother-country become a step-mother. 
Our trade to America brings in, " communibus annis,' two 
fnillions a year ; and the stamp-duty is estimated at but one 
httodred thousand pounds a year ; which I would by b« 
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nle«tti bflHg Into the 0tocJk of die exeh«quef ^ at a loo, of 
«ven the M^ of a ihilUoii a yetp to the Aatianal stock. 

I do not tell yon of the garter g^yen away yetterdaj, be- 
•inae ikib hev^pers ipilli bat 1 most obvenre, that the 
prince of Hititistrick's ribband is a m^k of great distinedoD 
to that famity ; trhich» I befifete, is the first (exeept our owa 
royal ftntily) thM has ever hiul two bine ribbanda at a time; 
tut it mtiBt be owMd they deserve tiiem. 

One hears of nothteg now, in town, but the separatum <£ 
Itoen and thdr wives ; WHI Finch, tfie ex-viee chamberiani, 
Lord Warwiok, Mid yiMur friend Lord B6fingbroke. I 
wonder at none of them for pM^ng; bot I wondor at many 
Ibr still Itviog together ; for in this country, it is certain diat 
marriage is not well Understodd. 

I have this day aent Mr. Larpent two hundred pounds 
for you Chnstmas-box, of which, I suppose, he will m- 
form you by this post Make this Christmas as Ineny a 
teo aa yoo can ; for * pour le pen de bon terns qni aoos 
«ite, vieti ft*e8t si funeste qu'un noir chagrin.' For die 
>iew yearsi God tend ycm many, and happy ones ! Adiea. 

LETTER CCCXCVI. 

JCofuCm, F^mary 11, 1766. 
JtY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of the S5di past ; 
and your former, which you mention in it, but ten days 
ago ; this may ea^ be accounted for, from the badness of 
the weather, and consequently of the roads. I hardly re- 
member ao severe a winter ; it has occasioned many iUnesseS 
here. I am sure it pinched my crazy carcass so much, that 
about three weeks ago, I was obliged to be let blood twice in 
four days ; which I found afterwards was v&cy necessary, by 
the refief it gare to my head, and to the rheumatic pains in 
tny limbs ; and from the execrable kind of blood which I lost. 
Ferhaps you expect from me a partiaolar account of Ac 
t^reaent state of affiurs here ; biM^ if you do, you trifl be dil« 
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appointed ; lor no nuin li?iiig .(and I stiU lest tiiM| any one) 
Ilhows what it is{ it varies not only daily, bat hourly, ^oit 
people think, and I amongst the rest, that the date of the 
present ministeira are pret^ near out ; but how • soon we are 
to have a new style, God knows. This, however, is certain, 
that the ministers had, a contested election in the house o^ 
commons, and got it only by eleven votes s too small a majoth 
ity to carry any thing : ^the next day they lost a question is 
tbe house of lords, by three. The q^estion in the house of 
lords was, to enf(»%e the execution of the stamii-act in th^ 
ccdonies vi et qmua. What conclusions you will draw fron^ 
tbese premises I do not know ; I protest, I draw none ; but 
only stare at the present undecipherable stute of afiairs, 
which in fifty years' experience I have never seen any thing 
like. The stamp act has proved a most pernicious measure; 
for^ whether it is repealed or not, which is still very doubt- 
ful,, it has given spch terror to the Americans, that our trade 
-with them, will not be, for some years what it used tq be, 
G^eat numbers of ourimanufacturers at home wiH be turne4 
a starving^ for want of that employment which ouy very 
profitable trade to America found them : and huuger is al« 
ways the cause of tumults. and sedition. 

As you have escaped a fit of the gout in this severe cold 
weather, it is to be hoped you may be entirely free from it,^ 
till next winter at least ., ^ 

P, S. Lord *•*, having parted with his wife, now keeps 
another w — e, at a great expense. I fear he is totally un- 
done. 

UlTTER CCCXCVII. 

Zondon, March 17, 1766. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
"ILT OU wrong me, in thinking me in your debt ; for I never 
M . receive a letter of yours, but I answer it by the next 
post, or the next but one, at farthest: but I can easily 
U 2 
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tooceSfe tint toy two hat letteiv to ymi vuiy }at9e %mb 
drowned or frozen in their wtty; for protenta, nad prodigiei 
of f r 'flt^ mow, and inandatkmay have been ao f reqae n t dbit 
winter that they have almost lost then' names. 

Yon tell me that joa are going to the baths of Jfmtim ': 
bat that pozzies me a little^ so I retsomraend this letter to 
the care of Mr. Larpent, to forward to 70a; fbr Baden I 
take to be the general German word for bath% and the jmr- 
ticular ones are distingoiahed hy some epithet^ as IVeisaba- 
den, Carlesbaden, &c. I hope they are not oold bath^ 
which I have a very ill opinion of, in all arthritic or rhenma- 
tic cases ; and your oas^ I take to be a oompoond cf botfa^ 
but rather more of the latter. 

You will probably wonder that I tell yon nodung of pub- 
lic matters ; upon which I shall be as secret as Hotspnr^s 
gentle Kate, who would not tell what she did not know ; but 
what is smgular, nobody seems to know any more of them 
than I do. People gi^ie, stare, conjeetnre, and refine. 
Changes of the ministry, or in the ministry, * at least, aie 
daily imported and foretold : but, of what kind, God only 
knows, it is also veiy doubtful whether Mr. Pitt will come 
Into Uie administration oridot; the two present seeretaries 
are extremely desirous that he should ; but the otliers think 
Of the horse that called the man to its assistance. I will ssy 
nothing to you about Amci'ican affairs, because I have not 
pens, ink, or paper enough to give you an intelligible aecooat 
of them. They have been the subjects of warm and acri- 
monious debates^ both in the lords and commons, and in aH 
companies. 

The repeal of the stamp-acts is at last earned through. I 
am ghid of it, and gave my proxy for it ; because I saw 
many more ioconvenieiicea from the enforcing, than from 
the repealing it. 

Colonel Browne was with me the other day, and assared 
me that he left you very welL He said that he saw me at 
Spa, but I did not remember him ; thoug|i I remember his 
«(rQ brothers, the colond and tbe nvidier, very welL Yow 
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t»BTTEies TO tm son, &t 

tkbs$A 4oloifelbavdie brogoe exoeedii^. Fkreaent my fe* 
qie6t»t& Count Flemttitt^.^ I Mm veiy sony for the coanU 
^8 Ulnews die was a most veH-bped wom«B. 

Yoa voold hardly tiiiiik that I gave a dinner to the ptinee 
of Bnuiawieky yoar old acqaaintance. 1 «m glad k is over; 
Vat I could not avoid It < H m'atoit aceabl6 de potitesses.^ 
CiodUessyoa! 

LETTEB CCCXOVin. 

Blachheath^ June IS, 1766. 
MY BEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, yesterday, your letter of the dOth past.' 
I waited with inipatienoe for it, not having received one 
from yoQ of six wecfln ; nor youp mother neither, irtio began 
to be Tery sure that yoa were dead, if not buried. Yon 
shooid write to her onoe a week, or at least onoe a fortnight ; 
for women make no allowance for either business or lasiness : 
whereas 1 can, by experience^ make allowancea for both ; 
however^ I wish yoa woald g^eneraUy write to me onae a 
fortnight 

Last week I piud my midsummer > oaring, of five bun* 
dred pounds, to Mr. Larpent^ for yoar use, as I sappOse ho 
has infimned yoa. I am puactaal, you must allow. 

What account shall I give you of nunisterial i^Jairs here^ 
I protest X do not know : yoar own description of them is as 
exact a one as any I, who am upon the place, can give you. 
It is a total dislocation and derangement / consequently a to- 
tal inefiiciency. When the duke of Grafton quitted the 
■eab he gave tliat very reason for it, in a speech in the 
house of lords: he declared, * tiiat he had no objection to 
the persons or to the measures of the present ministers ; but 
he thought they wanted strength and efficiency to carry on 
proper measures with success ; and that he knew hot on« 
man (meaning, as you will easily - suppose, Mr. Fitt) wh« 
souM give them that strength and solidity ; that, under thia 
fimof hfi should be wUUng ta^en« in- any ciq»aoity,' net 
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onTy ai a getienl elfieei*, btA «9 a ^noneer ; and Would trice 
up a spade and a mattock.' When he quitted the seala^ thef 
-ncre ofTered first to Lord Egraont,then to Lord Hsrkvickei 
ivho both decliiied them, probably for tiie same reasons 
that made the diike 6f tvrafton resign tbem ; bat, after their 
going a begging for some time, the dakeof *** begged thei% 
and has them * faute de mieux.' Lord Moant Stuart vm 
neTer thought of for Vienna, \fhepe Lord Stormont retnras 
in three month.s: the former is going to be married to one 
of the Miss Windsors, a great fortune. To tell you the 
speculations, the reasonings, and the conjectures, either of 
tiie uninformed, or even of the best kifbrmed piihiio,^iipaa 
the present wonderful situation of affiiirs, would take vp 
much more time and paper than dtHer you or I c«d tdSaci, 
thongh we have neither of us a great 'deal tif buainesiat 
present. - . » 

I am in as good health as I coidd reasonably espeel^ Id mj 
age, and with my shattered careass: that is, from the vaiat 
upwards ; but downwards it is not the same ; f<ir my fimla 
rctun that stiffness and debiUty of m^ hmg rheamAtjaiD, I 
cannot walk half an hour at a time. As the autumn^ and 
Still more as the winter approaches, take eare to keepyoor* 
Iseif very warm, espedally your legs and feet 

Lady Chesterfield sends yoB her eompiimenta, andtti* 
iiro]phs in the success of her plaster* God fatess you I , 

MTTEBCSCCXCIX, 

JSlackkeath, Jultf 11, 176fi. 
MT BEARFRIBND, 
'W'* OU are a happy mortal, to hate your time thus jemploy* 
M ed between the great and tlie fiur ^ I hope you do the 
honours of your country to the latter. The emperor, by 
your acctount, seems to be very well |br an emperor ; wbp| 
by being above the other monaiwha in £4ttrope, may justly be 
pui^osed to have had a porpwtioBably worse edueatioB. I 
l(if), b^ jmv a^eeouQt of hm, that Iw h9» been trained up ^ 
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'Kcimicjilei tht cmlj leienee in iebkh princes arttjev liutrQct-. 
ed ; and wkh good reafon, as their greataess and glory singly 
depend upon the numbers of their feUov-cireatures, -which 
their ambition extermtoatesi If a sovereign shoold* by great 
aecident, deviate intp moderationa justice^ and clemency, 
what a contemptifale figure would he make in the catalogue 
of prinees ! I have always owned a great regard fior King Log. 
FromHiemlerviewatTorgsw, between the two monarchy 
they w&l be either a great deal better or wovse together } 
bat I diink rather the latter^ for obr namesake, Fhiliy d« 
Comines, observes, that he never knew any good come from 
« Faboachemeat des rds/ The kmg of Prassia will exert all 
hiaperspieacity, to analyse his imperial majesty ; and I would 
het upon the one head of his bkok eagle, against the two 
lieada of the Austrian eag^e ; thoi^h two heads ai^ said, pro- 
i^erbiailyi to be better than one. I wish I had the direction 
df both the monarohs, and they dwnld, tpgether with some 
of their allies, take Lomdne and Alsace from France. You 
win eail me I'Abb^ de St Pierre t but I only say what I 
wish ; whereas he thoi^t every^ thing that he wished prac* 
ticable. 

Norw to-eome home. Here are gieat bustles at court, and 
a great change of persons -is certainly very near. You will 
aak me, perhaps, who is to be oat, and who is to be in } 
To which I answer, I do not know. My conjecture is, that, 
be the new setdement what it will, Mr. Pitt will be at the 
head of it* If he is, I presume ' qa'il aura mis de I'eau dans 
son lin par rapport a Mylord B-— -•- ;' when that shall come 
to be known, as known it certainly will soon be, he may bid 
adiea to his popularity. A minister, as minister, is vety apt 
to be the object of pufaKe dislike ; and a fovourite, as &tou]> 
ite, still more so. If any event of Uiis kind happens, which 
(if it happens at all) I conjecture will b^ some time next 
week, you shall hear fardier from me. 

I win follow your advice^ and be as well as I can next win- 
ter, thoogh I never shall be free from my flying rheumatio 
pab^ AsloBg as Ifive ; bat irhether that will be naany yeara 
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or few it extremely indiffere&t to me : in ekher etfley-God 
UeBB you ! 

LETTER CCCC. 

JBlackheath, .Augwt 1, 1/66. 
MY DEAR FRIEXD, 

THE ourtain was at last drawn vp, the day before yeMer- 
day, and diaoovei«d the new autors tcgether wiUi tonie 
of the old ones. I do oolname them to yoo, beeanse.to-mer- 
vow's Gazette wiU do it full as well as I oonld. Mr. Hit, 
who had * carte blanche* g^iven him, named erery one oC 
them : bat what would you- think he named himself for \ Loid 
privy seal ; and (what will astonish yon as it does every mor* 
tal here) earl of Chatham. - The joke here is* that be has 
had afcM up tUdrat and has done himself so much hurt, thst 
he will never be able to stand upon his legs again. Evay 
body is pnzzlef 1 b»w to aeooant for this step ; thons^ it wouU 
not be the first time that great abilities have been duped by 
low cttnmng. Bat be what it will, he is now oertaialy ooljr 
earl of Chatham; and no longer Mr. Pitt, in any respect 
whatever. Such an event, I belieTe, was never read nv 
heard ot To withdraw, in the fullness of liis power, and io 
tite utmost gratification of his ambition, from the house oC 
oommons (wluch procured him Ids power, and which eooM 
akme ensure it to him), and to go into that hospital of mcnra- 
bles, the hoase of lords, is a measure so unaooounlable, thit 
nothing hat proof positive- eottld have made me believe it: 
hot true it is. Ilans Stanley is to go embassador to Bosflia ; 
and my nephew, Ellis, to Spain, decorated with the red rib* 
band. Lord Shelbume is your secretary of state, whieh I 
suppose he has notified to you tliis post, by a ciixular letter. 
Charles Townshend has now the sole ma.nagementQf the 
hoose of commons ; but how long he will be content to be 
only Lord Chatham's vicegerent there, is a question wliieh I 
will not pretend to decide. Therie is one very bad sign fir 
Lord Chatham, in his new dignity ; which is, that all bis en* 
^nies, without ezceptioni r^oiise at it $ apd all his friendi 
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«ve stiipified and dttmjlf^ixuided. If I mistake mixeli, he vill 
ia die eoune of a year enjoy perfect < otiam earn dignitate.* 
£noagh of politio9. 

Is the fair, or at least the fat, Miss C*— — * with yoa still ? 
It DUttt be oonfesaed that she knows the arts of courts ; 
to be so receiTed at Dresden, and so connived at m tieioester« 
fielda. 

Ther^ never was so wet a sommer as this has been, in the 
memory of man ; we liave not had one single day, anee 
March, without some rain ; bet most days a great deal. I 
hope that doea not affect your health, as great cold does ; 
for, with all these innuudationi^ it has not been oold. God 
bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCI. 

JBlackheath, Au^^t 15, 1766. 
MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

I RECEIVED yesterday your letter ofthe SOth past ; and 
find by it,^ that it crossed mine upon the road, where 
they had no time to take notice of one another. 

The newspapers have informed you, before now, of th;a 
«hangea actually made ; more will probably follow, but what» 
I am sure, I cannot tell you ; and I believe nobody can, not 
even those who are to make them : they will, I suppose, be 
occasional, as people- behave themselves. The causes and 
consequences of Mr. Pitt's quarrel now appear in print, in a 
pamphlet published by Lord T ; and in a refutation of 

it, not by Mr. Pitt himself, I believe, but by some friend of 
his, and under his sanction. The former is very seurriloui 
and scandalous, and betrays private conversation. My lord 
aayv, that in his last conference, he thought he had as good a 
right to nominate the new ministry as Mr. Pitt, and con- 
sequently named Lord G , Lord L— , fccc. for cabinet 
eouncO employments; which Mr. Pitt not consenting to Lord 
T ' broke up the conference, and in his wrath went fo 
Stowe ; where I presume he may remaiH undistarbeda great 
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irhile, Bboe Mr. PiU wIV ndtlMr be vilKii& ncr «He to mA 
for bun agwii. The ptmpblet, on the put of Mr. Kt^ 
gives an aecomit of his political life ; and, in that re«pe«t^ 
is tedioQs to those who were acqiaaioted with it before ; bat» 
at the latter end, there is ad aiiicle that espreaes Snellen- 
prenie contempt of Jjxd T* ■ i^ and in so pretty a mannar, 
that I suspect it to be Mr. Pitt's own : yoa shaii judge yonr- 
feU; for I hese transeribe the article.— < But this I will 
beboldtosay, that had he (Lovd T-^-) not fastened him- 
self into Mr. Pitt's train, and ac^red thereby au6|& an in- 
terest in that great man, he mii^t have crept out of life 
with as litde notice as he crept in s and gone off with w 
other degree of credit^ than that o( adding a single unit (o 
the biUs of mortalh J.' I wish I could send you all the pam- 
phlets and half-sheets that swarm hei^ upon this OGcaaioo ; 
but that is impossible ; for every week would make a ship's 
enrgo. It is certain that Mr. Pitt has, by his dignilgr of eaii, 
lost the greatest part of his popuburity, e^ecially in the 
eity ; and I believe the opposition will be vety strong, aad 
perhaps prevail, next session, in the house of commons ; 
there being now nobody there, who can have the authority, 
and ascendant over them, that Pitt had. 

People tell^rae here, as young Uervey told you at, Dresden, 
lliat 1 look very welt: but these are words of eoors^ 
which every one says to e^ery body. So for is true, that I 
am better than at my age, and with my broken constitutkui, 
I could have ezpectod to be. God bless yon I 

LETTER GCCCll. 

Blackheathy September 12, 1766. 
MY DEAH FRIEND. 

I HAVE this moment received your letter of the 27th 
past. I was in hopes that your coarse of waters this year 
at Baden would have given you a longer reprieve from your 
minful compbunt. If 1 do not mistake, you carried over 
nith jot ¥im^ oC Ik* Moosey'B powders \ H^ie yoa t^cn 
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tKAy of tflcnfi, and liave they done you any good ? 1 know 
they did me a great deal. I, -who pretend to some skill in 
physie, advise a eod regimen, and coding medieines. 

1 do not wonder, tliat you do wonder at liord C****'« 
omidact If he was not outwitted into liis peerage by Lord 
B****,hiB Accepting it is utterly iuexpticahle. The instru- 
ments he has chosen for the great oflices, I beiieve, will never 
fit the same case. It was crUel to put such a b<^ as Lord G**^*j 
over the head of old Ligonier; ami if 1 had been the for- 
mer, I would have refused that commission, dwing the life 
of that honest and brayd qM general. All this to qaiet the 
duke 6f R*** * to a resignation, and to make Lord B**** 
lieutenant of Ireland, where, 1 will venture to prophesy^ 
that he will not do. Ligouier was much pressed to |^ve up 
bis regiment of guards^ but would by no means do it; and 
declared that the king might break him if he pleased, bat 
that he certainly would not break himself. 

I have no political events to inform you of; they will not 
he ripe till the meeting of the parliament. Immediately up* 
on the receipt of this letter, write me one to acquaint me 
how you are. 

God bless you : and particularly, may he send you healthy 
for tiiat is the greatest blessing ! 

LETTER CCCCni. 

Blackheath, September 20, 1766. 

My dear friend, 

I RECEIVED yesterday, with great pleasure, your letter 
of the 18th, by which I consider this last ugly bout as 
over ; and, to prevent its return, I gi eatly approve of your 
plan fcMTthe S6uth of FVance, where I recommend for your 
principal residence, Pezenas, Toulouse, or Bourdcaux ; but 
do not be persuaded to go to Aix en Provence, which by ex- 
perience I know to be at once the hottest and the coldestt*- 
place in the world, from the ardour of the Provencal sun, 
and the sharpness of the Alpine winds. I also earnestly re^ 
VOL. Ut X 
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commend to yoa, for your eompUunt upon yotlr breast, to 
take, twice a day, ass's or (what is better) mare's milk, and 
that for these six months at least. Mingle tornipSy as much 
as you can, with your diet/ 

I have written, as you desired, to Mr. Secretary Conway j 
but I will answer for it, that tliere wHl be no difficulty to ob- 
tain the leaVe you ask. 

. There is no new evffot itt the political world, siace my 
last ; 80 God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCIV. 

London, October 29, 1766. 

MV DEAR FRIEND, 

THE last marl brought me yOiir letter of the 17th. I am 
glad to hear that your breast is so much better. Y<» 
will find both ass's and mare's milk enough in the sooth of 
France, where it was much drank when 1 was there. Guy 
Palin recommends to a patient to have no doctor but a horse; 
smd no apothecaiy but an ass. As for your pains and weak- 
ness in your limbs, * je vous en offi-e autant ;' I have never 
been free from them since ray last rheumatism. I use my 
legs as much as I can, and you should do so too, fer disuse 
makes them worse. 1 cannot now use them long at a time, 
because of the weakness of old-age : but I contrive to get, 
by different snatches, at least two hours walking every day, 
either in my garden or within dooi*s, as the weather permits. 
I set out to-morrow for Bath, in hopes of half repairs, for 
Medea's kettle could not give me whole onea; the tiiiaberJ 
of ray wretched vessel are too much decayed to be fitted out 
again for use. I shall see poor Hai'te there, who, I am toW, 
is in a miserable way, between some real and some imagina- 
ry distempers. 

I send you no political news, for one reason, among others, 
viiich is, that I know none. Great expectations are raised 
of this session, which meets tlie 11th of next month : but of 
v» hat kind nobody knows, and consequently eveiy body con- 
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jectures Tiirioosly. Ijord Chatham conxes to town to-morrovr 
from Batli, where he has been to refit Wmself for the win- 
ter campaiga : he has hitherto but an indifferent set of aides 
tffe camp i and where he will find better, I do not know. 
Cha^'ies Townshend and he are ali*eady upon ill terms, ' £n- 
£d je n'y vois goute ;' and so God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCV. 

Bath, JVbvember 15, 176tJ. 
MY DEAR FRIENO, 

I HAVE this moment received your letter of die 5th 
instant from Basle.. I am very glad to find that your 
liTcast is relieved, though, perhaps, at the expense of your 
legs; for, if the humour be either gouty or- rheumatic, it 
Iwd better be in your legs than any where €jse. I have con- 
salted Moisy, the, great physician of this place, upon it; 
who says, that at this distance he dares not prescribe any 
thing, as there may be such different causes foi* jour oom« 
plaint, which must be well weighed by a physician upon tlie 
spot; that is, in shoi*t, that he knows nothing of die matter. 
I will therefore tell you my own case, in 1732, which may be 
aomethiag parallel to yours. I had that year been danger- 
ously ill of a fever in Holland ; and, when I was I'ecovered 
of it, the febrific humour fell into my legs, and swelled tlicm 
to that degree and chiefly in the evening, that it was as pain- 
ful to me as it was shocking to others. I came to Euglaud 
with them in this condition; and consulted Mead, Broxholmc, 
juid Arburthnot, who no^e of them did me tlie least good ; 
bat, on the contrary, increased the swelling, by applying 
poultices and emollients. In this condition I remained near 
aix months, till, finding that the doctors could do me no good, 
I resolved to consult Palmer, the most eminent surgeon of 
St. Thomas's hospital. He immediately told me, tliat the 
physicians had pursued a very wrong method, as the swell- 
ing of my legs proceeded only from a relaxation and weakness 
oC the cutaneous vessels; and he must apply strengtheners 
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instead of emollietits. Accordioglj he ordered lAe to put 
my legs up to the kndes every momiDg, in brine from the 
Salter's, as hot as I eould bear it ; the biine must have had 
meat salted in it. I did so ; and after haying thus pickled my 
legs for about three weeks, the complaint absolutely ceased, 
and I have never had the least sweiliitg in them sinee. After 
what I have said, I must caution }ou not to use the same 
remedy rashly, ainl without the most skilful advice yon can 
find, where you are ; for, if your swelling proceeds fnmi a 
gouty, or rheumatic humour, there may be great danger in 
applying so powerful an astringent, and perhaps repellent^ as 
brine. So go piano^ and not without the best advice upon 
A view of the parts. 

I shall direct all my letters to vfm Chez Mmuieur Sarrth 
tin, who, by his trade is, I suppose, sedenUdre at Basle, 
which it is not sure that you will be, at any cme place, ib 
the south of France. ]>o yon know that he is a descendant 
of the French poet Sarrazin ? 

Poor Harte, whom I frequently go to see here, out of ooni- 
passion, is in a most miserable way ; he has had a stroke of 
tlie palsy, which has deprived him of tlie use of his riglit 
leg, affected his s^ieech a good deal, and pei^iaps his bead a 
little. Such are the intermediate tributes that we are foiled 
to pay in some shape or other, to our wretched nature, till 
we i)ay the last greet one of all. May you pay this vety 
late, and as few intermediate tributes as possible { and S9 
• jubeo te bene valere.' God bless you ! 

I4ETTER CCCCVI. 

Bath^ December 9, 1766. 
MY DEAR FRIKND, 

I RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of the 26th past. 
I am very glad that you begin to feel the good effects of 
the climate where you are ; I know it saved my life, in 1741, 
when both the skilful and the unskiHnl gave me over. In 
that nimble I stayed thvee or four days at Ntmes, whei^ 
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tiiere arc more remains of antiquity, I believe, than in any 
town in Europe, Italy excepted. What is falsely called la mcd- 
ton quarrSe^ is, in my mind, the finest piece of architecture 
that I ever saw ; and the ampilheatre the clumsiest and the 
ugliest ; if it were in England, every body wtmld svear it 
' had been built by Sir John Yanbrugh. % 

This place is now just what you have seen it formerly ; 
here is a great crowd of trifling and unknown people, whom 
I seldom irequent, in the public rooms ; so that I pass my 
time tre8 uniment, in taking tlie air in my post-chaise every 
morning, and reading in the evenings. And d prop08 of the 
latter, L shall point out a book, which I believe will give you 
some pleasure ; at least it gave me a gi'eat deal : I never 
read it before. It is * Reflexions sur la Poesie et la Peiuture, 
X>ar TAbbe de Bos,* in two octavo volumes ; and is, 1 sup* 
pose, to be had at eveiy great town in Frauoe. The criti- 
dams and the reflections ai*e just and lively. 

It may be you expect some political news firom me ; but 1 
can tell you that you will liavc noite : for no mortal can com- 
prehend the present state of affairs. Eight or nine people, 
of some consequence, have resigned their employments.; up- 
on whioti LoihI C**** made overtures to the duke of B**** 
and his people ; but they could by no means agree, and his 
grace went, the next day, fuU of wrath, to Woobum : so that 
negotiation is endrely at an end. People wait to see who 
Lord C**** will take in, for some he must have, even he 
caonot be alone, contra mundum. Such a state of aflairs, to 
be sure, was never seen before, in this or iu any other coun- 
tiy. When this ministry shall he settled, it will be the sixth 
ministry in six years time. 

Poor Uarte is here, and in a most miserable condition ; 
those who wish him the best, as I do, must wish him dead. 
God bleas you ! 
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LETTER CCCCVII. 

London^ February 13, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT is 8o long ainee I have had a letter from yen. that I am 
alarmed about your health ; and fear» tliat the sonthem 
parta of France have not done so weH by you, as they ^aA 
hjmein the yeai* 1741, when they snatched me from the 
jaws of death. Let me know upon the receipt of this letter, 
h6w you are, and where you arc. 

I have no news to send you from henoe ; for every thing 
seems suspended, both b the court and in the paiiiament, till 
Lord Chatham's return fh>ni the Bath, where he has been 
laid up this montli, by a severe Qt of the gout ; and, at pre- 
sent, he has the sole apparent power. In what little business 
has hitherto been done in the house of commons, Charles 
Townsltend has given himself more ministerial airs than Lord 
Chatham will, I believe, approve of. However, since Lord 
Cbatluim has thought fit to withdraw himself from that 
house, he cannot well do without Chaiies's abilities to man^ 
age It as his deputy. 

I do not send you an account of weddings, births, and hd- 
rittls, as I take it for granted that jrou know tliem all from 
the English printed papers ; some of which, I presume, are 
sent after you. Your old acquaintance, Lord Essex, is to he 
married this week to Harriet Bladen, who has 20,000/. down, 
besides the reasonable expectation of as much at the death 
of her father, My kinsman, Lord Strathmore, is to be mar- 
Hed, in a fortnight, to Miss Bowes, the greatest heiress, per» 
haps, in Europe. In short, the matrimonial phrensy seems 
to rage at present, and is epidemical. The men marry for 
money ; and I believe you guess what the ivomen marqr for,* 
Cod bleM you, and send yoQ health ! 
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liETTER CXJCCVin. 

London^ March 3, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
'VT^STERDAY I received two letters at onee from you, 
X . both dated at Motitpelier; one of the 29th of last De- 
cember, artd the other, tlie 12th o^ February : but I cannot 
conceive what became of ray letters to you ; for, 1 assure 
yon, that I answered aH yours the next t>ost after I received 
them ; and, about ten days ago, I wrote you a volunteer, be- 
cause you hftd been so long silent ; and I was afraid that you 
were not well : but your letter of the J 2th P'ebruai'v has re- 
moved all my fears u^joti that kcorc. The same climate that 
has restoiied your health so far, will probably, in a little more 
time, restore ybur strength too ; though you must not ex- 
pect it to be quite what it was before yo^.ir late pahiful com- 
plaints. At least I find that, since my late great rheumatism, 
I cannot walk above half an hdur at a time, which I do not 
plaee singly to the account of my years, but chiefly to the great 
shock given then to my limbs. jyaHleui^a I am pretty well 
for my age and shattered constitution. 

As 1 told you in my last, I must tell you again in this, that 
I have no news to send. Lord Chatham, at last, came to town 
yesterday, foil of gout, and is not able to stir hand or foot. 
Daring his absence, Charles Townshend has talked of Iiim 
and at him, in such a manner, that henceforwards they must 
be either much worse or much better together than ever they 
were in their lives. On Friday last, Mr. Dowdeswdl and 
Mr. Grenville moved to have one shilling in the pound of the 
land*tax taken off ; which was opposed by the court ; but the 
court lost it by eighteen. The opposition triumph much upon 
this victory ; though I think, without reason ; for it is plain 
that all the landed gentlemen bribed themselves with this 
shilling in the pound. 

The duke of Bucoleugh is very soon to be mairied to Lady 
Betty MonlBgue. Lord Essex was married, yesterday, to 
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Harriet Bladen ; and Lord Strtthmore last week to IGss 
Bowes ; both couples went directly from the church to con- 
summation in the country, from an unnecessary fear that they 
should not be tired of each other, if they stayed in town. And 
now dlxi ! God bless you \ 

You are in the right to go to see the assembly of the states 
of Languedoc, though they are but the shadow of the origiDsI 
^tat8, wliile there was some liberty subsisting'in FraoGe. 

LETTER CCCCIX. 

London, March 3, 1767. 
IVIY DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received your letter from Nlmes, by 
which I find that several of our letters have reciprocally 
miscarried. This may probably have the same fate ; how- 
ever, int reaches Monsieur Sarrazin, I presume he wifrknow 
where to take his aim at you r for I find you are in motion, 
and Willi a polarity to Di-esden. I am very gU<l to find by it, 
tliat your meridional journey has perfectly recovered you, u 
to your general state x)f health ; for, as to your legs and thighs, 
you must never expect that they will be restored to their 
orighial strength and activity, after so many rheumatic at- 
tacks us you have had. I kuow that ray limbs, besides the 
natural debility of old-age, have never recovered the aevere 
attack of rheumatisra that plaguwl me five or six years ago. 
I cannot now walk above half an hour at a time, and even 
that in a hobbling kind of way. 

I can give you no account of our political world, which is in 
a situation that I never saw in my whole life. Lord Chatham 
has been so ill, these last two months, that he has not been 
able (some say not willing) to do or hear of any business ; and 
for his sous mhustres, they cither cannot, or dare not, do any, 
without his directions : so that every thing is now at a stand. 
This situation, 1 think, cannot last much longer ; and if Lord 
Chatham should cither quit his post, or the world, neitlier of 
which is very improbable, I conjecture, that what is caDed 
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tiie RoekiQghiim connexion stands the fairest ibr the minis- 
try. But this is merely my conjecture : for 1 hare neither 
giaia nor poHulata enough to reason upon. 

When you get to Dresden, vhich 1 hope you vHl not do 
tin next moQih, oar correspondence wiU be more regular. 
Vcd Mess you ! 

LETl-ER CCCCX. 

Zondon, May 5, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

BY your letter of the 25th past from Basle, I presume 
this will find you at Dresden, and accordingly I direct to 
yoa there. When you write me word that you are at Dres- 
den, I will return you an answer, with something better than 
the answer itaeC If you complain of ^ weather north of 
Besan^on, what wnuld you say to the weather that we have 
Imd here for these hurt two months, uninterruptedly ? Snoltr 
often, noith-east wind constantly, and extreme cold. I write 
this by the side of a good fire ; and at this moment it snows 
very hard. All my promised fruit at Blackheadi is quite de- 
stroyed ; and, what is woi'se, many of my trees. 

I cannot help thinking that the king of Poland, the em- 
press of Russia, and the lung of Pnissia, < s'entendent commc 
taiTOns en fbire,' though the former must not appear in it, 
upon account ef the stupidity, igorance, and bigotry of his 
Poles. 1 have a great opinion of the cogency of the contro- 
versial arguments of the Russian troops, in fawurof the dissi- 
<lents : I am sure, I wish them success ; for I would have all 
intoleration intolerated in its turn. We shall soon see more 
clearly mto this matter : for I do not think that the autocra- 
trice of all the Russians will be trifled withbytheSarmatians. 

What do you think of tlic late extraordinary event iti Spain ? 
Could you ever have imagined that those ignorant Gotlis 
would have dared to banish the Jesuits \ There must ha^x: 
been seme very grave and impoinant reasons for so extra- 
Qpdinary a measure ; but what they were I do not preteocl 
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to guess : and perhaps I shall never knowj though aD ih€ 

cofifee-hoases here do. 

Things are here in exactly the same situation, in ivhich 
they were when I wrote to you last Lord Cliatham is still 
illj and only goes abroad for an hour in a day, to take the 
air, in his coach. The king has, to my certain knowledge, 
■ent him repeated messages, desiring him not to be conoem- 
ed at his confinement, for tiiat he is resolved to support him 
f pour et Gontre tous.' God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCXL 

London, June I, 1767. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED yesterday your letter of the 20th past from 
Dresden, where I am glad to find that you are armed 
safe and sound This has been eveiy-where an amms in'ro- 
biUa for bad weather ; and it continues here stiU. Every 
body has fires, and their winter clothes, as at Christmas. 
The town is extremely sickly ; and sudden deaths have been 
veiy frequent.. 

I do not know what to say to you upon public matters ; 
things remain in statu quo, and nothing is done. Great 
changes are talked of, and I believe will happen very soon, 
perhaps next week : but who is to be changed, for whom, I 
do not know, though every body else does. I am apt to think 
that it will be a Mosaic ministry, made up ' dc pieces rap- 
portees' fiiom different connexions. 

Lrfut Friday I sent your subsidy to Mr. Larpent, who, I 
suppose, has given you notice of it. I believe it will come 
veiy seasonably, as all places, both foreign and domestic, are 
80 far in arrears. They talk of paying you all up to Christ- 
mas. The king's inferior servants are almost starving. 

1 suppose you have alr^y heard at Dresden, that Count 
Briihl is either actually married, or very soon to be so, to 
3L«ady Egremont. She has, together with her salary as lady 
•of the bedchamber, 2,5901. a year ; besides ten thouauid 
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pdandsin money left her at her oivn disposal, by Lord Egre- 
mont. AH this will sound great ' en ^cus d'AUemagne/ I 
am glad of it ; for he is a very pretty man. God bless you ! 
I estsSly conceive why Orioff influences the empress of all 
the Russiar; but I cannot see why the king of Prussia should 
be influenced by that motive; 

LETTER CCCCXn. 

Blackheath, July 2, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TIOUGH I have had no letter from you since my last* 
and though I have no political news to inform you of, I 
write this to acquaint you with a piece of Grreenwich news, 
-which I believe you will be very glad of ; f am sure 1 am. 
Know then, that your friend Miss ** was happily married, 
three days ago, to Mr. ***, an Irish gentleman, and a mem- 
ber of that parliament, with an estate of above two thousand 
pounds a year. He settles upon her 600/. a jointure, and, in 
caiise they have no children, 1,500/. He happened to be by 
chance in her company one day here, and was at once shot 
dead by her charms ; but as dead men sometimes walk, he 
walked to her the next morning, and tendered her his per- 
son and his fortune ; both which, taking the one with the 
other, she very prudently accepted, for his person is sixty 
years old. 

Ministerial aflairs are still in the same ridiculous and doubt- 
ful situation as when I wrote to you last. ' Lord Chatham will 
neither hear of nor do any business, but lives at Harapstead, 
and rides about the heath : his gout is said to have fallen upoa 
his nerves. Your provincial secretary, Conway, quits this 
'Week, and returns to the army, for which he lanquished. 
Two lords are talked of to succeed him ; Lord Egmont, and 
L/)rd Hillsborough: I rather hope the latter. Lord Northing- 
ton certainly quits this week ; but nobody guesses who is to 
saeeeed him, as president. A thousand other changes arc 
ttiked of, which I neither believe nor reject. 
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Poor Harte is ia a most miseraUe condition : he hM loBt 
ape side of liimself, and in a g^at measure his speech s not- 
withstanding which, he is going to publish his c^ivne p9emt, 
as he cails them. I am sorry for it, as be had not time to 
Qorrect them before this stroke, nor aUdities to do it aince* 
God bless jou! 

JITTER CCCCXm. 

JBlackheath, July 9, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IHA VB reoeiTed yours of the Slst past, ndth the encla«- 
ed proposal from the French rejv^ri^a, for a subaoription 
towards building them un Temple. I have shown it to the 
vety few people 1 see, but witbout the least success. They 
told me (and with too much truth) that whilst such numbers 
of poor were literally starving here, from ttie dearness of aO 
provisions, they could not think of sending their money into 
anotlier country, for a building which they reckoned useless. 
In truth, I never knew such misery as is here now ; and if 
aifccts both the hearts and the purses of those who have 
either : for my own pai% 1 never gave to a bmlding in my 
life ; which 1 reckon is only giving to masons and carpenters 
and the treasm*er of the uadertaking. 

Contrary to the expectations of all mankind here, every 
thing still continues in statu quo. General Conway has been 
desired by the king to keep tlie seak Ull he has found a 8oc> 
eessor for him, and the lord president the same. Lord Chat- 
ham is relapsed and worse than ever : he sees no body, and 
no body sees him : it is said, that a bungling physician has 
checked his gout, and thrown it upon his nerves ; which is 
the worst distemper that a minister or a lover can have, as it 
debilitates the mind of the former, and the body of the lat- 
ter. Here is at present an interregnum. We must soon se« 
what order will be produced from tliis chaos. 

The electorate, I believe, wiU find the want of Comte 
Flcmiuing ; for he certainly had abifitiet : and was as stiBd;^ 
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mod inexorable as a minister at the head of finances ought al« 
wajstobe. When you see Comtesse Flemming, which I 
suppose caimot be for some time, pray make her Lady Ches- 
teriield*s and my compliments oi cond<4ence. 

You say that IX'esden is very sickly ; I am sure London is 
at least as sickly now, for there reigns an epidemical distem- 
per, called by the genteel name of Vinfuenza. It is a little 
fever, of which scarcely any body dies ; and it generally goes 
off with a Utile looseness. I have escaped it, I believe, by 
behig here. God keep you from all distempers, and bless 
you! 

LETTER CCCCXIV. 

London^ October 30, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE now left Blackheath, till the next summer, if I 
live till then ; and am just able to write, which is all 
I can say, for I am extremely weak, and have in a 
great measure lost the use of my legs ; I hope they will re- 
cover bot'b flesh and strength, for at present they have neither. 
I go to the Bath next week, in hopes of half repairs at most ; 
for those waters, I am sure, will not prove Medea's kettle* 
nor ' Ics eaux de jouvence' to me ; however, I shall do as 
good courtiers do, and get what I can, if I cannot get what 1 
will. 1 send yon no politics, for here arc neither politics nor 
ministers ; Lord Chatham is quiet at Pynsent, in Somerset- 
sliire ; and his former subalterns do nothing, so that nothing 
is done. Whatever places or preferments are disclosed of, 
oome evidently from Lord ••**, who affects to be invisible; 
and who, like a woodcock, thinks that, if his head is but hid, 
he is not seen at all. 

General Pultcney is at last dead, last week, worth above 
tlurtccn hundred thousand pounds. He has left all his landed 
estate, which is eight-and-twenty thousand pounds a year, in- 
elading the Bradfonl estate, which his brother had — from 
that ancient family, to a cousin -german. He hasleft two hundred 
thousand pounds, in the funds, to Lord Darlington, who wa» 

YOU lU. Y 
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his oext nearest relation; and at least tweiily thooaad 
pounds in various legacies. If riches alone could make peo- 
ple happy, the last two proprietors of tliis immense wealtb 
ought to have been so, but they never were. 

^od bless youj and send you good health, which is better 
than all the riches in the world ! 

LETTER CCCCXV. 

London^ J^ox)ember 3, ITSr. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TOUR last letter brought rae but a scurvy account of 
your health. For the head-achs you complain of, I 
will venture to prescribe a remedy, which, by experience, I 
found a specific, when I was extremely plagued with theon. 
It is, cither to chew ten grains of rhubarb every night going 
to bed ; or, what I think rather better, to take, immediately 
hefore dinner, a couple of rliubarb pills, of five grains each : 
by which means it mixes with the aliments, and will, by-'de- 
gress, keep your body gently open. I do it to tliis day, and 
find great good by it. As you seem ta dread the approach 
of a German winter, I would advise you to write to General 
Conway, for leave of absence for the three rigorous winter 
months, which 1 dare say will not be refused. If you choose 
a worse climate, you may come to London ; but, if yoa 
choose a better and a warmer, you may go to Nice en Pro- 
Tence, where Sir William Stanhope is gone to pass his win- 
ter, who, I am sure, will be extremely glad of your compa- 
ny there. c 

I go to the Bath next Saturday ; * Utinam ne frustrt.' 
€K)d bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCXVI. 

Bathf December' 19, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TESTERDAY I received your letter of the S9th past, and 
am very glad to find that you arc well enough to thint:! 
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that yoa may perhaps stand the winter at Dresden ; but^ if 
you do, pray take care to keep botli your body and your 
limbs exceedingly warm. 

As to my own health, it is, in general, as good as I couid ex* 
|>eet it at my age ; I hare a good stomach, a good digestion^ 
and sk-cp well; bat find that I sliall never recover the free 
use of ray legs, which are now full as weak as when I first 
came hitlier. 

You ask me questions, concerning Lord C****, which 
neither I, nor, I believe, any Ixxly but himself can answer; 
however, I will tell you all that I do know, and all that I 
guess concerning him. This time twelvemonth he was here^ 
and in good health and spirits, except now and then some 
little twinges of the gout. We saw one another four or five 
times, at our respective houses: but for these last eight 
months, he has been absolutely invisible to his most intimate 
friends, lea sous numstreB : he would receive no letters, nor 
■o much as open any packet about business. 

His physician, Di*. ****, as 1 am told, had very ignorantly 
checked a coming fit of the gout, and scattered it about his 
body ; and it fell particularly upon his nerves, so that he con« 
tinucs exceedingly vapourish ; and would neither see nor 
speak to any body, while he was here. I sent him my com- 
pliments, and asked leave to wait uiion him ; but he sent 
me word, that he was too ill tosee any body whatsoever. I met 
him fixrquently taking the air in his post-chaise, and he look- 
ed veiy wfcl!. He set out from hence, for London, last Tues- 
day ; hut whut to i\o, whether to resume, or finally to resign 
the administration, God knows; conjectures are various. In 
one of our conversations here, this time twelvemonth, I de- 
rired him to secure you a seat in the new parliament ; he 
assured me he would ; and, I am convinced, very ancerely : 
he sjud even that he would roake'it his own affair ; and de- 
sired 1 would give myself no more trouble about it. Since 
that, 1 have heard no more of it : which made me look out 
for some venal boron gh ; and 1 ipoke to a borough jobber, 
aodoifered five-and-twenty hundred pounds, fera ^ecur^ 
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«eat in parliament ; bat he laughed at my *^dfer, and aaA, 
That there vas no sach thing as a boroogh ^ be had now; 
for the rich East and West lodiaus had aei^ried them aU, at 
the rate of three thousand pounds at least : but raanv at four 
thousand ; anid two or three, tliat he knew, at five thousand. 
Tins, I confess, baa vexed me a good deal ; and made me the 
more im{iatient to know whether Lord C**** bad done aoy 
thiDg in it ; which I ^all know when I go to town, as I pro* 
{Kwe to do in about a fortnight ; and as soon as I know it, you 
ahall. To tell you truly what I tliink — ^1 doubt from all these 
nervous disorders, that Lord C**** is hors de combat^ as a 
minister; but do not even hint this to any body. God bkss 

LETTER CCCCXVn. 

Bath, December ^^ 1767, 
MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

* En nova progenies !' 

THE oudines of a new ministry are now declared ; but 
they are not yet quite filled up : it was formed by the 
duke of BedforcL Lord Grower is made president of the 
council. Lord Sandwich pos^paster. Lord Hillsborough se- 
©relary of state, for America only, Mr. Rigby vice -treasurer 
of Ireland. General Conway is to keep tlie seals a fortniglit 
longer, and then to surrender them to Lord Wej'mouth. It 
is very uncertain whether the duke of Graflon is to continue 
at the head of the treasury or not { but, in ray private opin- 
ion, George GrenviUe will very boo« be tliere. Loixl Chat- 
ham seems to be out of. the qu^s^pn, and. is at his re-pur- 
ohased house at Hayes^ where he \^ not see a mortal. It is 
yet uncertain whether Lord ShelbtQ^ is too keep Iiis place i 
if not. Lord Sandwich, they say, ia to succeed him. All the 
Rockingham people are absolutely excluded. Many mor« 
changes must ncaes^ily be : but no mor^ are yet declare^. 
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€i seems to be a resolution taken by somebody, thfit minis- 
tries are to be annual. 

Sir George Macartney is next week to be married to La- 
dy Jane Stuart, Lord Bute's second daughter. 

I never knew it so cold in my life as it is now, and with a 
Tciy d^ep snow ; by which, if it continues, I may be snow- 
bound here for God knows how long, though I proposed leay- 
ing this place the latter end of the week. 

•Poor Harte is very ill here : he mentions you often, aufl 
with great affeoUon. God bless you ! 

When I know more, you shall. 

LETTER CCCCXVIII. 

London, January 29, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TWO days ago I received your letter of the 8tb. 1 wish 
you had gone a month or six weeks sooner to 6aslc» 
tltat you might have escaped the excessive cold, of the most 
severe winter that I believe was ever known. It congeal- 
ed both my body and my mind, and scarcely left me the 
power of thinking. A great many here, both in town 
and country, have perished by the frost, and been lost iu 
the snow. 

You have heard, no doubt, of the changes at court, by 
"which you have got a new provincial Lord Weymouth ; who 
has certainly good parts, and, as I am informed, speaks very 
•well in the house of lords ; but I believe he has no applies 
tion. Lont Chatham is at his house at Hayes, but sees no 
mortal. Some say that he has a fit of the gout, which would 
probably do him good ; but many think that his worst com- 
plaint is in his head, which I am afraid is too true. Were he 
well, 1 am very sure he would realise the promise he-made 
me conuerning you ; but however, in that uncertainty, I am 
looking out for any chance borough ; and, if I can find one, 1 
promise you I will bid like a chapman for it, as I should be 
Tory sorry that you M-erc not in the ncjfX parliament. 1 <lo 
Y3 
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not lee «ny prolmbilitj of any vacancy m a %!^ga coniiiu»- 
sioa in a better climate ; Mr. Hamiltoa at Naples, Sir Ho- 
xnee Man at Fioreooe, and George Pitt at Turin, do not seem 
likely to make one. And a» for eliaoging your foreign depart- 
ncntfor a domestio one, it would not be in my power to pro 
onre you one; and you would become cT ^vegue mil7iier, and 
l^ain nothing in point of dimate, by changing a bad one for 
auotlicr full as bad, if not worse ; and a worse I believe is nrt 
than ours. I have always had better health abroad tliaa at 
home; and, if the tattered remnant of my wretched life 
were worth my care, I would have been in the south oi France 
long ago. I continue very lame and weak, and despair of 
ever recoverinff any strength in my legs, I cai-e very htUe 
about it. At my age every man musjt have his share of phy. 
sical iNs, of one kind or another ; and mine, thank God, are 
not very painful. God bless you ! 

LETTER CCCCXIX. 

Londm, March 12, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
fffXlIE day after I received your letter of the 21st past, I 
J_ wrote lo Lord Weymouth, as you desired ; and I seod 
you his answer enclosed : from which (though 1 have not 
heard from him since) I take it for granted, and so may you, 
that liis silence signifies his majesty's consent to your /^uesL 
Your complicated compUtints give me great uneasinesSi 
and the more, as I am convinced that the Montpelier physi- 
cians have mistaken a material part of your case ; aa imleed 
all the physicians liere did, except Dr. Maty. h\ ray opin* 
ion you have no gout, but a very scorbutic and rheumatic 
habit of body, which sliould be treated in a very different 
manner from the gout ; and, as I pretend to be a very good 
quack, at least, I would prescribe to you a strict milk diet, 
with the seeds, such as rice, sago, barley, millet, &c. for the 
three summer months at least, and without ever tasting wine. 
If climate signifies any thing (in which, by the way, I )iaTe 
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"very tittle faifli), jou are, in my mind, in the finest climate 
in the world ; neither too hot nor to© cold, and always clear : 
yoa are with the gayest people living ; be gay with tfiem, and 
do not wear wit ytwir eyes with reading at home. Venmd is 
'tHe English distemper ; and a very bad one it is, as I find by 
every day's experienee ; for my deafiriess depriyes me of tte 
only rational pleatnre that I can have at my age, which is 
society ; so that I read my eyes out every day, that I may not 
tiang myself. 

Yoa will not be in this parliament, at least not in the be- 
gififiing of it. I refie<l too much upon Lord C— 's promise 
above a year ago, at Bath. He desired that I would leave it 
to him ; that he would make it his own aifair, and give it ih 
ohai^ to the duke of G ■ , whoseprovince it' was to make 
the parliamentary arrangement. This I depended upon, and 
1 think with reason ; but since that Lord C— - has neither 
seen nor spoken to any body, and has been in the oddest way 

In the world. I sent to the D— — of G , to know if 

L' C— had either spoken or sent to him about it ; but 

he assured me that he had done neither ; that all was full, 
OP rather running over, at present ; but that, if he could 
crowd you in upon a vacancy, he would doit with great plea- 
•ore. I am extremely sorry for this accident ; for 1 am of 
a very difibrent opinion from you, about being in parliament, 
as no man cm be of consequence in this country, who is not 
ink ; and, though one may not speak like a Lord Mansfield, 
or a Loixl Chatham, one may make a very good figure in a 
liecond rank, < Locus est et i^urtbus umbris.' 1 do not 
pretend to give you any account of the present state of 
thte country, or ministry, aot knowing nor guessing it roy- 
aelf. 

God bless you, and send you health, which is the first and 
greatest of all blessings ! 
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Ixmdm, March 15, 176^. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

rnS letter is sapplemefital to my hist. This morning 
Lord Weymouth tery civtBy sent Mr. Wood, his first 
conrndsy to tell me, that die king very wiHii^ gave yo« 
leave of absence from your post for -a year, for the reeotery 
of your health ; but then added, that as .the court of Yienot 
was tampering with that of Saxony, which it seems oar cooit 
is desirous to contre-quarrer^ it might be necessary to have 
in the interim a charge tPaffiaiifes at Dresden, with a defal- 
cation out of your appointments of forty shillings a day, tiD 
your return, if T would agree to it. I told hira that I con- 
sented to both the proposals, upon condition that at your re- 
turn you should have the charaot«r and the pay of plenipO' 
tentiary added to your present character and pay ; and that 
I would completely make up to you the defalcation of the 
forty shillings a day. He positively engaged for it, and added, 
that he knew that it would be willingly agreed to. Thus I 
think I have made a good bargain for you, though but an in- 
different one for mysdf ; but that is what I never minded m 
my life. You may, therefore, depend upon receiving from 
me the full of this defalcation, when and how you please, in- 
dependently of your usual annual refreshment, which I vil 
pay to Monsieur Larpent whenever you desire it. In the 
mean time, cura ut vcUeast 

The person whom Mr. Wood intimated to me would be 
the chargf d^affairei during your absence is one Mr- Kdth, 
the son of that Mr. Keith who was formerly mlniater iai 
Russia. 
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LETTER CCOCXXI. 

London, April 12, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, yesterday, your letter of the 1st ; in whi<& 
. you do not mention the state of your health, which I de- 
sire ytwi will do for the future. 

I -believe you have jijuessed the tra6 reason of Mr. Keith's 
vnlssion ; but, by a whisper that 1 have since heard, Keith in 
rather ^nelined to go trf Turin, as chiarg6 (Faffairea, I forgot 
to tell you, in tay last, that I was most positively assured, 
that the instant you returned to Dresden, Keith should de- 
camp. Jam persuaded they will keep their -words with me, 
ma there is no one reason in the world why they should not. 
I will aendyonr annual to Mr^Larpent, in a fortnight, and 
pay the forty shillings a day quarterly, if there should be oc- 
ca^n ; for, in iny own private opinion, there will be no 
charge iPaffairea sent. I agree with you, that • point d'ar* 
gent point d'AUemand,' as was used to be said, and not with- 
out more reason, of the Swiss ; but as we have neither the 
iBolination nor, I fear, the power to give subsidies, the eourt* 
of Vienna ean give good things that cost them nothing, as 
archbishoprics, bishoprics, bendes corrupting their minister^ 
and favourites witbl^laces.. 

Elections, here, have been carried to a degree of phrensy 
hitherto unheard of ; that for the town of I^orthanipton has 
cost the cont^uding parties at least thirty thousand pounds a 
aide ; and • * • has sokl his borough of * • * *, to two 
inemhe!*fl, for nine thousand pounds. As soon as Wilkes had 
lost his election for the city, he set up for the county of Mid- 
dlesex, and carried it hollow, as the jockeys say. Here were 
great mobs and riots u]jon that occasion, and most of the 
windows in town broke, that had nb lights ./»r fVilkea and 
Uberttfy who were thought to be inseparable. He will ap- 
pear, the 20th of this mouth, in the^iourt of King's Bench, t« 
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receive his aoitence ; aad then great riots are agun expect- 
ed, and probaUy wttt happen. God bless yoa. 

LETTER CCCCXXH. 

Mathf October 17, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

TOUR last two letters, to myself and Grevenkop, hav^ 
alarmed me extremely ; but I comfort myself a fitde^ 
by hoping that you, like all people who suffer,4hink yonr* 
self worse than you are, A dropsy never comes ao saddea* 
' ly ; and 1 flatter myself, that it is only that gouty or rheums* 
tic humour which has plagued you so long, that has oecasionfid 
the temporary swelling of your legs. Above forty years ago, 
after a violent fever, .my legs were swelled as much as yoa 
describe yonrs to be ; I immediately thought that I had s 
dropsy ; but the faculty assured me, that my complaint was 
only die effect of my fever, and would soon be cured ; and 
they said true. Pray let your amanuensis, whoever he nay 
he, write an aecoant regularly, once a week, either to Gre- 
▼enkop or myself, for that is the same thing, of the state of 
your health. 

I sent you, in four successive letters^ as much of the dachesi 
of Somerset's snufTas a letter could well convey to you. Have 
you received all or any of them ; and have they done you say 
good ? Though, in your present condition, you cannot go into 
company, I hope you have some acquaintances that come and 
ait with you ; for, if originally it was not good for man to be 
alone, it is much worse for a sick man to be so : he thinks too 
much of his distemper, and magnifies it. Some men oflearn- 
ing amongst the ecclesiastics, 1 dare say, would *be glad to sit 
irith you ; and yott could give them as good as they broagfat. 

Poor Harte, who is still here, is in a most miserable ooa- 
dition ; he has entirely lost the use of his left side, snd can 
hardly speak intelligibly. I was with him yesterday. He 
inquired after you widi great affection, and was in the atOMMt 
c^oQcem when I showed himyoir letter. 
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My owm healUi is m it has been Mer siaee I vas here last 
year. 1 am neither veH nor HI, Int ttnweU. 1 have in a man- 
ner lost the use of my legs ; for, though I can make a shift to 
crawl upon even ground for a <jaarter of an hour» I cannot 
go up or dowutStairs, unless supported by a servant. 

€iod bless, and grant you a speedy recovery. 



Sere end the leUera to Mr, Stanhope, aa he dkd the 16^ 

of J^oveinber foUvwing, 



d by Google 



JUETTEB CCCCXXin. 

To M^ SUmfwp^^ then ai JParia. 

London^ March 16^ VIG^ 
MADAM, 

A TROUBLESOME and painful inflammatioD in nqr 
eyes obliges me to use aaother hand than my own, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter from Avignon, of Ae 
27th past. 

I am extremely surprised that Mrs. du Bouchet shouU 
have any objection to the manner in which your late husband 
desired to be buried, and which you very i)roi>erly c<xnpfied 
with. All I desire for my own burial, is not to be buried 
alive ; but how or where, 1 think, must be entirely iw&Sbi^ 
ent to every rational creature. 

I have no commission to trouble you witli, during yov 
stay at Paris ; from whence I wish you and tlie boys a good 
journey home; where I shall be very glad to see you all i and 
assure you of my being, with great tnith. 

Your faithful> humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELa 

LETTER CCCCXXIV. 

T\» the aarocy at London. 

MADAM, 

THE last time I had the pleasure of seeing yoq, I was «• 
taken up in playing with the boys, that I forgot tfidr 
more important aflEairs. How soon would you have then 
placed at school ? ^lien I know your pleasure as to that, I 
will send to Monsieur Pemy, to prepare every thing for 
their reception. In the mean time, I beg that you will equip 
them thoroughly with clothes, linen, &c. all good, bat plain ; 
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Mid give me tbe aecount^ vhich I ti^ pay ; for I do not iiv 
S^nd, that, from diis tiine ibrvard^ the tvQ hoys should cost 
yoa one ihiUiog. 

I ara, vith great trath, madam. 
Your faithful, humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 
Wedneadof, 

LETTER CCCCXXV. 

3fADAM, 

AS some day must he feed for sending the boys to school, 
do you approve of the 8th of next month ? by which 
time the weather will probably be warm and settled, and you 
-will be able to equip them completely. 

I will, upon that day, send my coach to you, to earry yon 
and the boys to Loaghboroogh House, with all their immense 
baggage. I must recom mend toyou, when you leave them there^ 
to suppress as well as you can, the overflowings of maternal 
tenderness ; which would grieve the poor boys the more,. 
and give them a terror of their new establishment. 
I am, witf) great truth, madam. 
Your faithful, humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 
Tuesday morning, 

LETTER CCCCXXVL 

Sath, October II, 176^. 
MADAM, 

NOBODY can be more wilUng or ready to obey orders 
than 1 am ; but then I must like the orders and the 
orderer. Your orders and yourself come nnder this descrip- 
tion ; and therefore I must give you an account of my arri- 
val and existence, such as it, here. I got hither last Sunday, 
the day after 1 left London, less fatigued than I expected to 
have been ; and now crawl about tliis place upon my three 

VQL. la z 
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legs, but am kept in countenance hy intmj of my fdiftv* 
crawlers ; the last part of the Sphynx's riddle approachesi 
aad I shall aoon end as I began^ upon all fours. 

When you happen to see either Monsieur or Madame 
Pemy, I beg you will give them this melanchoSc proof of 
my eaductty, and tell them, that the last time I went to see 
the boys, I carried the Michadmas quarterage in my pocket, 
and when I was there I total^ forgot it ; but assure them, 
that I have not the least intention to bilk them, and will pay 
them faithfully the two quarters together, at Christmas. 

I hope our two boys are well; for then I am sore yott 
&e80. 

I am, with great truth and esteem. 
Your most faithful, humble servant 

CHESTEBHEU). 

LETTER CCJCCXXVlt 

Math, October 28, 1769. 
kADAM, 

TOUR kind anxiety for my health and life is more thaiif 
in my opinion, they are both worth : without the fat- 
mer the latter is a bmxlen ; and, indeed, 1 am veiy weary of 
it. I think I have got some benefit by drinking these wa- 
ters, and by bathings for my old, stiff, rheumatic limbs ; 
for I believe I could now outcrawl a snail, or perhaps even a 
tortoise. 

I hope the boys are well. Phil, I dare say, has beeo in 
some scrapes ; but he will get triumphantly out of them by 
dint of strength and resolution. 

I am, with great tiiith and esteem. 
Tour most faithful^ humble servant^ 

CHESTERFIELD* 
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£ath, J^ovember 5, 1760. 
MADAM, 

I REMEMBER very well the paragraph which you quote 
from a letter of mine to Mrs. du Boaehet, and 1 see no 
reason yet to retract that opmion, in general, which at least 
nineteen widows in twenty had authorised. I had not then 
tli.e pleasure of your acquaintance : 1 had seen you hut twice 
or thrice, and I had no reason to think that you would de- 
viate, as you haTe done, from other widows, so much, as to 
pat perpetual shackles upon yourself, for the sake of your 
childFen ; but (if 1 may use a vulgarism) one swallow makes 
no flummer : five righteous were formerly necessary to save 
a ci^, and they could not be found ; so, till 1 find four more 
such righteous widows as yourself, I shall entertain my for- 
mer notions of widowhood in general. 

1 can assure you that I drink h^e very soberiy and cau- 
tiously, and at the same time keep so cool a diet, that I do 
not find the least symptom of heat, much less of inflamma- 
tion. By the way, I never had that complaint, in conse- 
quence of having drank tliese waters ; for I have had it but 
four times, and always in the middle of summer. Mr. Haw- 
kins is timorous, even to mnutiaf and my sister delights ii^ 
them. 

Charles will be a scholar, if you please ; but our little 
FliUip, without being one, will be something or other as 
good, though I do not yet goesg what 1 am not of the opin- 
ion generally entertained in this country, that man lives by 
Greek and Lditin alone ; that is, by knowing a gi*eat many 
words of two dead languages, which nobody living knows 
perfectly, and which are of no use in the common inter- 
coui^e of life Useful knowledge, in my opinion, consists of 
modem languages, history, and geography ; some Latin may 
be thrown into the bargain, in compliance with custom, and 
for dpset-amusement, 
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Yoa are bj tkU time oertAinly tired with thin long letter 

which I could prove to you fh>m Horaee^s own words (for I 

am a scholar J to be a bad one ; he says that water-drinkers 

iMUl write nothing good ; so 1 am^ with real truth and esteem. 

Your most faithful, humble serrant, 

, CH£ST£R|'1EUX 

LETTER CC5CX:XXIX. 

Bath, October % 1770. 
MADAM, 

I AM extremely obliged to yoa for the kind part which 
3Foa take in my health and life : as to the latter, I am 
fts Indifl^rent myself, as any other body can be; bat as to the 
former, 1 confess care and anxiety ; for while I am to crawl 
Upon this planet, I woukl wilKngty enjoy the health at least 
of an insect How far these waters will restore me to that 
moderate degree of health, which akme I aspire at, 1 have 
not yet given them a fair trial, having di'ank them bat one 
week ; the only difference I hitherto find is, that I sleep bet^ 
ter than I did. 

I beg that yoa w31 neither give yourself, nor Mr. Fltzhugfa, 
much trouble about the pine plants ; for, as it is three jreara 
before they fruit, I might as weU, at ray i^e, pUmtooks, and 
hope to have the advantage of their timber : howeTer, 
somebody or other, God knows who, will eat them, as some- 
body or other will f(^a aod sell the oaks I planted five-and- 
forty years ago. 
I hope oor boys are well ; m^ respecU to them both. 
I am, with the greatest truth. 

Your faithful, humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD, 
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V 

LETTER CCCCXXX. 

^athf MverrAerA, 1770, 
MAOAM, 

THE post has been more favoarable to you than I intend- 
ed it should ; for, upon my word, I answered your for- 
mer letter the post after I had received it. However, you 
have got a lots, as we say sometimes in Ireland. 

My friends, from time to time, require %ills of health 
from me in these suspicious times, when the plague is busy in 
some parts of Europe. All 1 can say, in answer to their kind 
inquiries, is, that I have not the distemiier properly called the 
plague ; but that I have all the plagues of old age, and o[ a 
shattered carcase. These waters have done me what little 
good I expected from them ; though by no means what I 
eould have wished, for I wished them to be lea eaux dejfnt' 
vence, 

I had a letter the other day, from our two boys ; Charles's 
was very finely, written, and Philip's very prettily : they are 
perfectly well, aod say that they want nothing. 'What grown- 
up X)eoplc will or can say as much ? 

I am, with the truest esteem, madam. 
Your most faithful servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

LETTER CCCCXXXI. 

£ath, October 27, 1771. 
MADAM, 

UIK)N my woinl, you interest yourself in the state of my 
existence, more than I do myself; for it is worth tlie 
cai*e of neither of us. 1 onlered ray valet de chambi^e 
according to your ordei's, to inform you of my safe ar- 
rival here ; to which I can add nothing, being neither bet- 
ter nor worse than I was tiien. 
Z2 
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I am yeiy glad that oor boys are welL Pray pre them tiie 
enckned. 

I am not at all aurprised at Mr. — — -'s conTeraon ; fisr he 
was, at seventeen, the idol of old women, for his ffmwitj^ de- 
motion, and dulttcss. 

I am, madam, 
Yoor most faithful, humble serrant, 

CHESTERFSEU). 

LETTER ccccxrxn. 

To Charles and Philip Stanhope, 

Bath^ October 87, 1771. 

I RECEIVED, a few days ago, two of the beat writtea 
letters that ever I saw in ray life : the one sign^ Chailci 
Stanhope, the other Philip Stanhope. As for you. Chariest 
I did not wonder at it ; for you will take pains, and are a io> 
ver of letters : bnt, you idle rogue, you Phil, how earaeyon 
to write so well, that one can almost say of you tWo, • et can- 
tare pares, et respondere jrarati ?* Charles will ezplahi tin 
Latin to you. 

I am told, Phil, that you have got a nick-name at school, 
from you intimacy with Master Sti-angeways ; and that they 
call your Master Stran§rerwai/s ; for to be sure you are a 
strange boy. Is this tnic ? 

Tell me what you would have me bring you both from 
hence, and I will bring it you, when I come to town. In the 
mean time, God bless you both ! 

CHESTERPffiLB. 



TfMf End of t/ie Letters. 
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ccccxxxnL 

Some Account of the Goverm&nt of tJie Republic of the 
Seven United Provinces, 

THE government of the republic of the Seven United 
Provinces is thought by many to be democratical ; but 
it is merely aristocratical* ; the people not having the least 
share in it, either themselves, or by representatives of tlieir 
own choosing : thej have notliing to do but to pay and grum- 
ble. . 

The sovereign power is commonly thought t<y be in the 
atatcs^general, aa they are coiled^ residing at the Hague. It 
is no such thing ; they are only limited deputies, obliged to 
consult their constituents upon eveiy point of any importance 
that occurs. Jt is very true, that the sovereign power is lodg- 
ed in the states-general ; but who are those states-general ? 
Not those who ai'e commonly called so ; but the senate-coun- 
eil, or vr90t8chaps, cjUl it what you will, of every town in 
every province that sends deputies to the provincial states of 
like said province. These vrootsch^pa are, in truth, the states- 

• The menibers of the senate, or vrooteckaps, were ori- 
ginally elected by tlie burghers, in a general, and often a tu- 
multuous assembly : but now, for near two hundred years, 
the vrootachapa found means to persuade the people that these 
elections were troublesome and dangerous ; and kindly took 
upon themselves to elect their own members, upon vacan- 
cies ; and to keep their own body full, without troubling the 
people with Jtfi election: it was then that tlic aristocracy was 
established. 
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general ; but, were they to assemble, they voukl asncmt^ 
for aoght 1 know, to two or three thousand ; it is therefore 
for conveniency and dispatch of business, that every province 
sends deputies to the Hague, who are constantly assembled 
there, who are commonly called the states^neral, and in 
whom many people talsely imagine that the sovereign power 
is lodgetl. These deputies are chosen by the W9ot9chap»; 
but their powers are extremely circumscribed ; and they can 
consent to nothing*, without writing, or returning thera- 
selres, to their several constituent tov na^ for instructions in 
that particular case. They are authorised to concur in mat- 
ters of order ; that is, to continue things m the common, cur- 
rent, ordinary train ; but for the least innovation, the least 
Step out of the ordinary course, new instructions must be giv- 
en, either to deliberate or to conclude. 

Many people are ignorant enough to take the profvince of 
Holland, singly, for the republic of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces ; and, when they mean to speak of the republic, they 
say, IlollanU^ will, or will not, do such a thing ; but most 

* When the deputies of the states signed the triple ali- 
ance with sir William Temple, in two or three days' lime, 
and without consulting their principals (however «r WiMiam 
Temple values himself upon it), in reality they only signed 
sub spe rati. The act was nOt valid { and, had it not been 
ratified by the several constituents of the seTerAl provinces, 
it had been as non avenu. The deputies who signed th»t 
treaty sub spe rati knew well enough that, considerbg the 
nature of the treaty, and the then situation of affairs, they 
bhould not only be avowed, but approved of, by their masiers 
tlie states, 

•f When the province of Holland has once taken animpor* 
tant resolution of peace, or war, or accesaon to any treatr, 
it is very probable that the other pi'ovinces will come into that 
lueasure, but by no means certain ; it is <^ten a great while 
first; and, when the little provinces know that the pro- 
vince of Holland has their concurrence much at hearty ^ttej 
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^Ople 2tre ignorant <;noqgh to irpagine, that the provinee of 
HolUuid has alegal^ a cousututional power over the other six i 
whereas, by the act of union, the little province of CrroTungen 
is as much sovereign as the province of Holland, The seven pro- 



will often annex conditions to It ; as the little towns in Hoi* 
land frequently do when the great ones want their concur- 
rence. As for instance, when I was soliciting the accession 
of the repuhtic to the treaty of Vienna, in 1731 ; which the 
pensioqary, Comte Sinzendorf, and I, had made secretly at 
the Hague ; all the towns in Holland came pretty readily 
into ity except the little town of Briel, whose deputies frank- 
ly declared, that they would not give their consent, till major 
9udi-a'9ne, a very honest gentlemen of their town, was pro- 
juoted to the rank of iieutenantroolonel ; and that, as soon 
as tliat was done, they would agree, for they approved of the 
treaty* This was accordingly done in two or three days, 
and then they agreed. This is a strong instance of the ah-. 
aurdity of the unanimity required, and of the use that is often 
biade of it. 

Howevei*, should one, or even two, of the lesser provinces, 
who eontribHte little, and often pay less, to the public charge, 
ohfltinately and frivolously, or perhaps corruptly, persist in op- 
posing A measure which Holland and the other more consid- 
erable provinces thought necessary, and had agreed to, they 
would send a deputation to those opposing provinces, to rea- 
son with and persuade them to concur : but, if tliis would 
hM do, they would, as they Itave done in many instances, 
conclude without them. The same tiling is done in the pro- 
vincial states of the respective provinces ; where if one or 
two of the least considerable towns pertinaciously oppose a 
necessary measure, they conclude without them. But, as 
this is absolutely unconstitutional, it is avoided as much as 
possible, and a complete unanimity pi'ocured, if it can be, by 
such little concessions as that which 1 have mentioned to the 
Bnd major. 
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Tinces arc seven distinct soyereignties^ confederated .togcAi^ 
In one republic ; no one having anjr superiority over, or de- 
pendence upon, any otlier ; nay, in point of pveeedene^ 
Holland is but the second, Gueldrea being the first. It is 
Tery natural to suppose, and it is very true in fact, that Hot 
land, from its superiority of strength and riches, and |»ayiflg 
58 per cent, should have great iv^eight and it^uence in die 
other six provinces ; but power it has^nobe. 
, The unanimity which is constitutionally refinirite foref" 
ery act of each town and each province separaielyy and then 
for every act of Uie seven collectively, is something so alb- 
surd, and so impracticable in government, that one is astni- 
islted, that even the form of it lias been tolerated so long; 
for the substance is not strictly observed. And five ptiraa- 
ces will often conclude, though two dissent, provided diat 
Holljaiid and Zealand ai'e two of the five — as fourteea cr fif- 
teen of the principal towns of Holland will conclude an aflUr, 
notwithstanding the opposition of four Or five of the lesKr. 
I cannot help conjecturing, that WilHara, the first prince flf 
Orange, called the Tacitume, the ablest nfan, without dis- 
pute, of the age he lived in, i\'>t excei)ting even the Adniial 
Coligny *, and who had the modelling of the repuhlie ashe pleas- 
ed : I conjecture, I say, that the prince of Orange woold 
never have suffered such an absurdity to have crippled that 
goveiTjraent, which he was at the head of, if he had not 
thought it useful to himself and his family. He covered the 
greatest ambition with the greatest modesty, and denned 
the insignificant outward signs, as much as he desired the 
solid substance, of power; might he not therefore 



• I am persuaded, that, had the Tacitume been in the 
place of the Admiral Coligny, he would never have bevn 
prevailed upon to have come to Paris, and to have put him- 
self into the power of those two monsters of perfifly and 
Qruelty, Catharine of Medicis and Charles the Ninth. His 
prudent escape from Flanders is a proof of it ; when lie 
lather cho^e to b^ prince sans ierre, than prince nmi tSim, 
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fhis absurd, thoagh requisite unammity, made a Stadt* 
jbooder absolutely necessaiy, to render tbe gOYemment prac* 
ttcaUe ? ia vhich case he was Teiy sure the Stadthouder 
-would always be taken out of his family ; and be minded 
tilings, not names. The pensi6nai7* thinks this oc^ecturo 
probable; and, as we were talking the otber day confident 
iially upon this sutyect, we both agreed that this monstrous 
«nd impracticable unauimity, required by the constitutioii, 
-was alone sufficient to bring about a Stadthouder, in spite o^ 
all the measures of the republican party to prevent it. Ho 
•onfiessed to me, that upon his being made pensionaiy, he en« 
tered into solemn engagements, not to contribute, directly 
or indirectly, to any change of the -present form of govern^ 
ment, and that he would scrupulously observe those engage- 
mentfi ; but that be foresaw the defects in their form of go- 
-Vertiment, and the abuses crept into every part of it, would 
infallibly produce a Stadthouderf, turaultuously imposed up-> 
on the repubfic, by an insurrection of the populace, as in 
the ease of King William. I toKl him that in my opinion, if 
diat were to happen a second time, the Stadthouder so mad« 
would be their king.t He said, he believed so too; and that 

* MonaieTir Slingelandt, tbe ablest miniater, ahd the hoti" 
latest man, I ever knew. I may justly call him my friend^ 
my master, and my guide. For I was then quite new m bust- 
ness; he instructed me, he loved, he trusted me. 
t It baa since appeared that he judged very rightly, 
t And so be ouglit to be now, even for the sake and pre- 
wrvation of the seven provinces. The necessary principle 
of a republic, virtue, subsists no longer there. The great 
xiehes of private people (though the public is poor) have long 
ago extinguished that principle, and destroyed the equality 
jQeeenary to a commonwealtb. A commonwealth is un« 
questionably upon paper, the most rational and equitable 
fixin of government; but it is as unquestionably imxiractieable^ 
in an countries where riches have introduced luxury, and a 
gieat inequality of eenditioDS. It will only do m Uiose aoTU)' 
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he had urged all this to the most eonadenUe memtieii tf 
iihe government, and the most jealoas republicaxis. That Ike 
bad ever formed a plan ivhich he had laid before tben, ai 
the only possible one to prevent this impeBding dmuger. 
Tliat a Stadthouder was originaUj the chief spring npot 
which their government turned: and that, if fliey wwM 
have no Stadthouder, thej must suhatitute a mccedantum. 
That one part of that tudcedcmeum must be to aboKah the una- 
fiimity required bj the present form <^goveniineBt,aBd vhidi 
a Stadthouder could render practicable only fay his infineMe. 
Iphat the abuses wluch were creiit into the milkaty put of the 
government must be corrected, or tiiat they aUne, if tbcy 
were suffered to go on, would mdce a Stadthouder ; m or- 
der that the army and navy, which the public paid ftr, 
Toight be of some use, which at present tiney wete not. That 
he had laid these, and many other eoneidenitions of tiie ISke 
nature, before them ; in the hopes of one of these twe 
things : either to prevail with them to make a Stadthander 
unnecessary, by a just reformation of the abuses of the gov- 
ernment, and siibstitudng a majority, or, at most, tvo-tUrdi, 
to tlie absunl and impracticable unanimity now requisite: «r, 
if they would not come into these preventive regulations, 
(hat Ihey would treat amicably with the prince of Orange, 
and give him the Stadthouderat, under strict 



tries that poverty keeps virtuous. In Bnghmd> it would w»y 
soon grow a tyraunical aiistocracy ; soon afterw&rd% an 
oligarchy ; and, soon after that, an absolute monaFehy ; 
from the sarnie cause that Denmark, in the last eentury, b^ 
came so ; the intolerable oppression of the bulk of the pee- 
I^, from those whom they looked upon as their equips. If 
the young Stadthouder has abilities, he will, when he grows 
«P» get all the powers of a limited monarchy, such as Bog- 
land, no mat^ und^T what name ; and, if he is reaUy 
^se, he ^yi^H^i^j^pF^ - if the people are -wise, th^ 
wiU give It^ 
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#iid vith effectual provisions for their liberty. Bat the^ 
would listen to ueitlier of theae expedients ; the first affected 
the private interests of most of the cftn^derable people of 
the republic, whose power and profil arose from those abu- 
ses ; and the second was too contrai^' to the violent passions 
and prejudices of Messrs. d'Obdaro, Bootaslaer, Halkwynj 
and other heads of the high republican partj. Upon this, J 
said to the pensionary, that he had fully proved to me, not 
only that there wouUl, but that there ought to be, a Stadt- 
houder. . He replied, * There will most certainly be one, 
and you are young enough to live to see it. I hope I sliall be 
out of the way first ; but, if I am not out of the world at tliat 
time^ I shall be out of my place, and pass the poor remainder 
of my life in quiet. I only pray that our new master, whenever 
vre have him, may be gently g^ven us. My friend the greffier* 
thinks a Stadthouder absolutely necessary to save the i*epub- 
lic, and so do I, as much as he, if they will not accept of the 
other expedient: but we are in very different situations : he 
is under no engagement to the contraiy, and I am.' He 
then asked me in confidence, whether I had any instructions 
to promote the prince of Grangers views and interest. I 
told him truly, I had not ; but that, however, I would do it^ 
as far as ever 1 could quietly and privately. That he himself 
had convinced me, that it was for the interest of the repub- 
lic, which I honoured and wished well to ; and also, that it 
-woold be a much more efficient ally to England, under that 
fbrm of government < I must own,' replied he, ' that at 
present we have ndther strength, secrecy,nor dispatch.' I said^ 
that I knew that but too weU, by my own experience ; and I 

• The greffier Fagel, who had been greffier^ that is, se- 
cretary of state, above fifty years. He had the deepest knows* 
ledge of business, and the soundest judgment, of any man I 
ever knew in my life : but he had not that quick, that intui* 
tive sagacity, which the pensionary SUngelandt had. He has 
often owned to me, that he thought things were gone tot 
ikr for any other remedy hut a Stadthouder. 

tol: in. A a 
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iKlded (hugirmg) that I looked upon liimas the prince of Or» 
angc's greatest enemj; and upoa that priuoe's violent and 
impetaoUB enemies* to be his best frieDds ; for that, if hio 

* These hot-headed republicans pushed things with the 
unjustest acrimony against the iirince ot Orange. They de- 
nied him his rank in the army ; and they kept him out of 
the pOBSessioQ of the marquisat of Tervcre and Flcffingen, 
ivhich were his own patrimony; and. by these means gave 
Ikirn the merit with the people, of being unjustly oppressed. 

Had he been an abler man himself, or better advised by 
others, he might have availed himself much more solidly 
fhan he did of the affection, or rather the fuiy of the x>eople 
in his favour, when they tumultuously made him Stadthou- 
der ; but he did not know the value and impoitance of those 
-warm moments, in which he might have fixe*! and elinched 
his power. Dazzled with the show and trappini^s ol" jiower, 
he did not enough attend to the substance. He attempted 
a thing impossible, which was to please every body : he Iieazd 
every body, begun every tiling, and finished notliing. W hea 
the people in their fury made him Stadthouder, they desired 
nothing hetter thsn totally to dissolve tlie re])ublican form of 
government. He should have let them. The tumuluious 
love of the populace must be seized and enjoyed in its first 
transports ; tliere is no hoarding of it to use upon occaaians; 
it will not keep. The most considerable people of the for- 
mer government would gladly have compounded for their 
lives, and would have thought themselves very well off in 
the castle of Louvestein, where one of the Prince of Oi^ 
ange's predecessors sent some of their ancestors in times 
mucli less favourable. An affected mo<leratioa made him 
lose that moment. The government is now in a disjoioted, 
loose state. Her B. H. gouvernante has not power eooHgh 
to do much good ; and yet she ha more power than autho- 
rity. Peace and economy, both public and domestic, should 
therefore be the sole object of her iJoUtics, dunsg the mi- 
xi<x\\y of her soik The public is almost si kankmpt; and 
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ftlie pensionAi7*8) plan were to take place, the pt4nee 
wotttd have very little hopes. He inteiTOpted me here, witU 
saying, ** Ne craignez rien, raibrd, de ce cote -la ; men plan 
blesse trop iMnter^t particulier, pour etre re^ 4 present 
que I'amoor du public n'existe plus *" 1 thought this con- 
versation too remarkable, not to write down the heads of it 
when I came home. 

The republic has hardly any navy at aU ; the single fund 
for the marine being the small duties upon exports and im- 
ixirts ; which duties are not half collected, by the connivance 
of the magistrates themselves, who ai'e interested in smug- 
gling ; so that the republic has now no other title, but courte- 
sy, to the name of a maritime power. Their trade decreases 
daily, and their national debt increases. I have good rea- 
son to believe, that it amotmts to at least fifty millions ster- 
ling. 

The decrease of their herring-fishery, from what it ap- 
pears by Monsieur de Witt's Memoirs of Holland in his 
time, is incredible; and will be much greater, now we are, at 
last, wise enough to take our own herrings upon our owu 
coasts. 

They do not, now, get by freight one quarter of what 
they used to get : they were the general sea-carriers of aU 
Europe. The act of navigation passed in Cromwell's time, 
and tdlerwards confirmed in Charies the Second's, gave tlie 
first blow to that branch of their profit ; and now we carry 
more than they do. Their only profitable rcmaming branches 



her son's private fortune extremely incumbered. She has 
sense and ambition ; but it is, still, the sense and ambition of 
s woman; that is, inconsequential. What remains to be 
done requires a firm, m&nly, and vigorous mind. 

• ' Never fear, my ford ; a plan so prejudidal to private 
interest will not be adopted, where patriotism no longer sub- 
lists.' 
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of eommeree are, thdr trade to the EaBt-Iodies, whete 
Ihej have engraased the apicea; and their illicit trade in 
Aroeriea, from Surinam, St. Eustatia, Cmra^oa, &c. 

Their woollen and alk maiiufaetures bear not the least 
oomparisoQ with ours, neither in quantity, quafity, nor ex- 
portation. 

Their police is still excellent, and is now the onl j remainr 
of the prudence, vigilance, and good discipline, which finr^ 
merlf made them eateemedj re^pected^ and eoozted^^ 
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CCCCXXXIV. 

MAXIMS, 
BY THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD*. 

A PROPER secrecy is the only mystery of able men 
mystery is the only secrecy of weak and cunning ones. 

A man who tells nothing, or who tells all, will equally liave 
nothing told him. > 

If a-fool knows a secret, he tdls it because he is a fool ; if 

* a knave knows one, be tells it wherever it is his interest to 

teil it But women and young men, are very apt to tell what 

secrets they know from' the vanity of having been trusted. 

Trust none of these, whenever you can help it. 

Inattention to the prasent business, be it what it will ; the 
doing one thing, and thinking at the same time of another, 
or lite attempting to do two things at once ; are the ncvcr- 
fittling signs of a Uttfe frivolous mind. 

A man who cannot command his temper, his attcnUon, 
and his countenance, should not think of being a man of bu- 
siness. The weakest man in the world can avail himself of 
the passion of the wisest. The inattentive man cannot know 
the business, and consequently cannot do it. And he, who 
eannot command his countenance, may e'en as well tcil hi^ 
thoughts as show them. 

Distrust all tliose who love you extremely upon a ycrj 
^ght acquaintance, and without any visible reason. Be upoa 
your guard, too, against those, who confess as their weak- 
nesses, all the cardinal virtues. 

• These Maxims are referred to ia Letter CCXeVIff. 
Aa3 
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In your frieodabipa, and in ycnir enmities let ytmr coufi.- 
dence and your hostilities have certain bounds : make nottbe 
former dangerous, nor the latter irrecooeileable. There are 
strange vidsakudes in business ! 

Smooth your way to the head, through the heart. The 
way of reason is a good one ; but it is oommoaly something 
longer, and perhaps not so sure. 

Spitit is now a very fashionable word ; to act with apirity 
to speak with spirit, means only, to act i^ashly, and to talk 
indiscreetly. An able man shows his spirit by gentle words 
and resolute actions : he is neither hot nor timid. 

When a man of sense hapiiens to be in that disagreeable 
dtuation, in which he is obliged to ask himself more thait once, 
l^hat ahfiU I4o ? he will answer himself Nothing. When 
his reason points out to him no good way, or at least no one 
way less bad than another, he will stop short, and wait for 
light. A little busy mind runs on at all events, must be do- 
ing ; and, like a blind horse, feai's no dangers, becauae he 
sees noae. Jlfani agavoir a'cTuimer, 

Patience is a most necessary qualification for business: many 
a man wouM rather you heard his story, than granted his re- 
quest. One must seem to hear the unreasonable demands of 
the petulant, unmoved, and the tedious details of the dull> 
untired. That is the least prioe that a man must pay for a 
high station. 

It is always right to detect a fraud, and to perceive a foUy i 
hut it is often very wixmg to expose either. A man of busi- 
ness should always have bis eyes open ; but must often seem 
to have them shut. 

In courts, nobody should be below your management and 
attention ; the links that form the couri-chain are innoroers- 
ble and inconceivable. You must hear with patience tliedull 
grievances of a gentleman-usher, or page of the backstairs s 
who very probably lies with some near relatk>n of tbefavoar> 
ite maid, of the favourite mistress, of the favourite minister, or 
perhaps of the king himself; and who, consequently, may do 
you more dark and indirect good, or hann, than the irst D<n. 
of quabty. 
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One good patron at court may be soBkient, provided yon 
IiiiTe no personal enemies ; and^ iu order to have none, you 
miut safirifiee (as the Indians do to the devil) most (^ your 
passioQs, and much of your time, to the nnraberlesseTil he« 
ings that infest it ; in order to iirevent and avert the mis- 
chiefs they ean do you. 

A young man, be his merit vrhat it will, can never raise 
himaeU*; hot must, like the ivy round the oak, twine himself 
round some man of great power and interest. You must be« 
long to a minister some time, before any body will belong to 
you. And an inviolable fidelity to that minister, even in his 
disgrace, will be meritorious, and recommend you to the next. 
Ministers love a personal, much more than a party attachment. 

As kings are begotten and bom like other men, it is to be 
X^resuraed that they are of the human species ; and, perhaps;, 
had they the same education, they might prove like other 
men. But, flattered from their cradles, their hearts are cor- 
rupted, and their heads are turned, so that they seem to be 
a species by themselves. No king ever said to himself, < Homo 
lura, nihil humani a me aliennra puto.' 

Flatteiy cannot be too strong for tliem ; drunk with it from 
their infancy, like old drinkers, they require drams. 

They prefer a pei'sonal attachment to a public service, and 
reward it better. They are vain and weak enough to look 
upon it as a free-will offering to their merit, and not as a 
burnt-sacnfice to their xwwer. 

If you would be a favourite of your king, address yourself 
to his weaknesses. An application to his reason will seldom 
prove very successful. 

In courts, bashful ness and timidity are as prejudicial on one 
hand, as impinidence and rashness are on the other. A steady 
assurance, and a cool intrepidity, witli an exterior modesty^ 
are the true and necessary medium. 

Never apply for what you see very little probability of ob- 
taining ; for you will, by asking improper and unattainable 
things, aec\i8tom the ministers to rafuse you so often, that 
they will find it easy to refuse you the properest and most rea- 
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MBaUe ones. It is & eommon, Imt & most mistaketi role at 
court, to ask for eveiy tliiog, in order to get aomething : ym 
do get something by it, it is true ; but that sometluDg is re« 
fuaaU and ridicule. 

Tiiere is a count jai^gon, a chit-chat, a small talk, -whieh 
turns singly upon trifles ; and vh&ch, in a great rosny words, 
says iittle or nothing. It stands fools instesMl of <what they 
cannot say, and men of sense instead of 'ivhat they should not 
say. It is the proper language of levees, drawing-rooms, and 
antichambers : it is necessary to know it. 

Whatever a man is at court, he mast he genteel and weO- 
bred ; that cloak covers as many follies, as that of charity 
does sins. 1 knew a man of great quality, and in a great sta- 
tion at court, considered and respected, whose highest charac* 
ter was, that he was humbly proud, and gentecly dull. 

It is hard to say which is the greatest fool : he who tefls the 
whole truth, or he who tens' no truth at all. Character is ta 
necessary in business as in thide. No man can dec^e often 
in either. 

At court people embrace without acquaintance, serve one 
another without friendship, and injure one another without 
hatred* Interest, not sentiment, is the growth of that soil. 

A difference in opinion, though in the merest trffies, alie- 
nates little minds, especially of high rank. It is full as easy 
to commend as to blame a great man's cook, or lus taykir : 
it is shoi'ter too ; and tlie objects are no more worthy tlis* 
puting about, than the people ai*e worthy disputing with. 
It is impossible to inform, but very easy to displease them. 

A cheerful, easy countenance and behaviour are very 
nsofid at court : they make fools think you a good-natured 
man ; and they make designing men think you an nndesign- 
iog one. 

There are some occasions in which a man must aeU half hir 
secret in order to conceal tlie rest; but there is seldom one in 
which a man should tell it alh Great skiH is necesssiry U> 
know hpw fur to go, and whereto stop. 
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Cerenonf is necessary in eourts, as the oatv«rk aad da- 
ience of manners. 

flattef7, though a base coia, is the necesan'y pocket-money 
at court ; where, by custom and consent, it has obtiuned 
such a Qorrency, that it is no longer a fraudnlent, but a legal 
payment. 

If a minister refuses you a reasonable request, and either 
alights or injures you ; if you have not the power to gratify 
your resentment, have the wisdom to conceal and dissemble 
it. Sei^ming good humour on your part may prevent ran« 
oour on his, and perhaps bring things nght again : but, if you 
have the power to hurt, hint modestly, that, if provoked^ 
you may possibly have the will too. fear, when real, and well- 
founded, is perhi^ a more prevailing motive at oaarts than 
love. 

At court many more people can hurt, than can help you ; 
please the former, but engage the latter. 

Awkwardness is a more real disadvantage than it is gene* 
rally thought to be ; it often occasions ridicule, it always les* 
tena dignity. 

A man's own good-breeding is his best security against 
other people's ill-manners. 

Good-breeding carries along with it a dignity, tiiat is re- 
spected by the most petulant. lU-breeding invites and autho* 
riz^ the familiarity of the most timid. No man ever said a 
pert thing to the duke of Marlborough. No man ever said 
a civil one (though many a flattering one) to Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

When the old cUpped money was called in for a new coin- 
age, in King William's time, to prevent the like for the fu« 
ture^ they stamped on the edges of the crown pieces these 
words, < Kt decus et tutamen.' That is exactly the case of 
good-breeding. 

Knowledge may give weight, but accomplishments only 
give lustre ; and many more people see than weigh. 

Most arts require long study and application; but the 



d by Google 



^ MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, 

most useful art of an, that of pleasing, requires ooly ^e 

desire, * 
It is to be presumed, diat a mau of common sense, who 

does not desire to please, desires notiiing at all ; since he 

must kpov that he cannot obtain any thing without H. 
A skilful negotiator will most cai^efaUj distinguish between 

&e little and the great objects of his business, and will be as 

frank and open in the former as he will be secret and perti- 

Baoiousin the latter. 

He will, by his manners and address, endeaTOUr, at leasts 
to make his puUic adyersaries his personal friends. He vifl 
iiatter and engage the man, while he counterworks the mis- 

ister ; and he will never alienate people's minds from him, 
by wrang^ng for points dther absolutely unattainable, or net 
worth attaining. He wiU make CTeu a merit of giving up 

' what he ooukl not or would not carry, and sell a trifle for a ' 
thousand times its value. 

A foreign minister, who is coneemed m great afiiurs, must 
necessarily have spies in his pay ; but he must not too eaalf 
«%dit their information, which are never exactly true, oftea 
very false. His best spies will always be t^ose whom he does 
not pay, but whom he has engaged in his seinrice by his dex- 
terity and address, and who think themselves nothing less 
than spies. 

There is a eertun jargon, which, in French, I should call 
' un persiflage d'affaires,' that a foreign minister ought to be 
perfectly master of, and may use very advantageously at 
great entertainments, in mixed companies, and in all occs- 
«ons where he must speak, and sboald say nothing. Well 
turned and weU spoken, it seems to mean somethingi 
though in truth it means nothing. It is a kind of politiciil 
badtna^ey which prevents or removes a thousand diffienl- 
ties, to which a foreign minister is exposed in mixed eonver- 
aations. 

If ever the voUit sciolto and the jhmsieft s/t*efl» are neoet* 
«ary, they arc so m these afixurs. A gra'v^e, dark, reserved, 
4nd mysterious air, hsisfetnwn in cormi. An even^ casy^ im« 
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eaalMirmted one invites coDfidenee» uictleaTes no room fa$ 
guesses uuf conjeotures. 

Both simulation and disnmulation are absolutely necessary 
lor a foreign minister ; and yet they roust sioiJ short of false- 
hood and perfidy: ttiat middle point is the uifficult one ^ 
there ability consists. He must often seem pleased, when 
he is Tcxed ; and grave, when he is pleased ; but he must 
sever say either : tliat would he falsehood, an iodebbic slaiu 
to character. 

A foreign minister should be a most exact economist ; an 
expense proportioned to liis appointments and fortune is ne- 
cessary : but, on tlie other hand, debt is inevitable ruin to 
him : it sinks him into disgrace at the court where he re- 
sides, and into tlie most sei-vile and abject dependence on the 
•ourt that sent him. As he cannot resent dl usage, he is sure 
to have enough of it. 

The due de Sully observes very justly, in his Memoirs, 
that nothing contributed more to his rise, i.han that prudent 
economy which he had observed from his youth ; and by 
-wiiich he had always a sum of money before-hand, in case of 
emergendcs. 

It is very difficult to fix the particular pomt of economy } 
tlie best error of tlie two is on the parsimonious side : that 
may be corrected ; the other cannot. 

The reputation of generosity is to be purchased pretty 
•heap ; it docs not depend so much upon a luan's general 
expense, as it does ui>on his giving handsomely where it is 
proper to give at all. A man, for instance, who should give 
a servant four shillings, would pass for covetous, wluie he 
who gave him a crown woukl be reckoned generous: so tiiat 
the difference of those two opposite characters turns upon 
chm: shilling. A man's character, in tliat particular, depends 
a great deal ujion the report of his own servants ; a mere 
trifle above common wages make their report favourable. 

Take care always to. form your establishment so much 
within your income as to leave a sufficient fund for unexpect- 
ed coetingenoies, aeii a pradsat liberality. There is hardljL 
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a year id any man's life in which a small sum of ready moaey 
may not be dfaiployed to great adyantage*. 



ccccxxxv. 

<PoUUeal Maxims of the Cardinal De JReix, in his Mi* 
moirt / and ihe late Earl of CheaterJieUrs Renuxrkt- 

\^ 1 L y a souTent de la foUe k conjurer ; mais il n'y a riea 
' X de pareil pour faii*e les gens sages dans la suite in 
moins ponr qnelque terns. Comme le p^ril dans ces sorties 
d'affaires dure mftme apr6s les oceasionsy Ton est prudent et 
oirconspect dans les momens qni les aaivent. 

S. Ua esprit mediocre, et susceptible par consdiiuent 
d'injttstes defiances, est de tous les caracteres celui qui est le 
plus oppose k nn bon chief de parti ; dont la qualiti^ la phis 
souvent et la plos tndi^ensablement n^cessaire, est de snp- 
pvimer enbeauooup d'occasions, et de cacher en toutesi, les 
soupcons m^me les plus legitimes. 

S. Rien n'anime et n'appuie plus une mouTement, que le 
ffidicule de celui contre lequel on le fait. 

4. Le secret n'est pas si rare qu'on le croit, entre des gens 
qui sent aeooutumes k se m^ler des grandes afikires. 

5. Descendre juqu'au:^ petits, est le plus sur moien de 
an6galcr aux grands» 

6. La mode, qui a du pouvoir en loutes choses, ne I'asi 
aensiblement en aucune, qu'k £tre bien ou mal a la cour : il 
y a des terns ou la disgrace est une maniere de feu qui purifie 
toutcs les mauvaises quatit^s, et qui illumine to&tes les 
bonnes ; il y a des terns o(k il ne sied pas bien k un honnHc 
homme d'etre disgraci6. 

* UlK>n the back of the original is written, in Mr. Stan- 
hope's hand, < Excellent Maxims, but more calculated for the 
meridian of France or Spain than of |£ogland.' 
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7. La soufi^ance, aus personnes d'an grand r^ng^tientlieill 
d'unc grande Tertu. 

8. II y a une espece de galimatias, que la pratique fait 
Gonnottre quelquefois ; mais que la sp^oulation ne fait jamais 
entendre. 

9. Toutes les puissances ne peuTent rien centre la r^pata« 
tion d'un horame qui se la conserre dans sou corps. ~ 

10. On est aussi soutent dupe par la defiance que par la 
confiance. 

11. L'extr^mite da mal n'est jamais k son p^riode, que 
qiiand ceux qui commandent ont perdu la honte ; parce que 
o'est justement le moment dans lequel ceux qui obeissent per- 
dent le respect ; ct c'est dans ce m^me moment que Ton re- 
irient de lal6thargie : mais par des convulsions. 

12. II y a un voile qui doit toujonrs couvrir tout eeque Yon 
peut dire, et tout ce que Ton pent crdre du droit des peu- 
ples, et de celui des iKtis^ qui ne s'accordent jamais » bien 
ensemble que dans le silence. ' 

13. n y a des conjunctures dans lesquelles pn ne peat plus 
faire que des fantes ; mais la fortune ne met jamais les hom- 
ines dans cet ^tat, qui est de tous le plus malheoreux, et 
persomie n'y tombe que ceux qui s'y pr^dpitent par leup 
faute. 

14. II sied plus raal k un minister de dire ses sottises, que 
d'en faire. 

15. Les avis que I'on donne k un ministre passent pour des 
crimes, toutes les foisqu'on ne lui est point agr^able. 

16. Aupres des princes, il est aussi dangereux, et presqu' 
aussi criraincl, de pouvoir le bien, que de vouloir le maL 

17. Jl est bien plus nftturel k la penr de consulter que de 
decider. 

18. Cctte cireonstance paroit ridicule ; mais elle est fon« 
d^e. A Paris, dans les emotions populaires, le plus 4chaufi%K 
ne veulent pas, ce qu'ils appellent, 8e desheiider, 

19. La ilexibilit6 est de toutes les qualit^s la plus a^oessaire 
pour le maniement des grandes aifures. 

VOL. III. B b 
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89* On a plus dc peine dans les paclisy de yittc aveo ecnx 
ijjui en sont, que d'agir contre ceux qui y sont opposes. 

St. Le9 plus p*aads dangers ont leurs charmes, pour peu 
^e I'on apper^oivedegloire dans la perspective des mauvais 
succes. Xies mediocres dangers n^.ont que des horreun 
quand la perte de .la disputation est attacbee a la nxauvaise 
fortune. . 

22. Les extrt^mcs sont toujours faclieux. Mais ce sont 
des moiens sages quand ils sont n^cessaires : ce qu'ils ont de 
consolent c'est qu'ils ne sotit jamais mediocrca^ et qu'ils s^t 
«lccisifs quand ils sont boos. 

23. II y a des oonjonctures ou la prudence m^rae ordonn 
de ne cousulter que le cbapitre des accidens. 

24. II n'y a lien dans le monde qui n'ait son moment deci- 
fiif ; et le clief-d'ceuvre de la bonne conduite, est de connoi- 
%re et de prendre ce moment. 

25. L'aboinioation Joint au ridicule fait le plus daogerenx 
et Ic plus irremediable de tons les composes. 

26. Le gens foibles ne plient jamais quand ils ledoivent. 

27. Rieu ne toucbe et n'^meut tant les peuples, et m^me 
les compagnies qui tiennent beaucoup du peuxile, que la ?«• 
ri6te des spectacles. 

28. Les exemples du passe touchent sans comparaison plus 
Jes hommes, que ceux de leur siede : nous nous aocoaUi- 

mous. k tout ce que nous vo'ions ; et peut^tre que le conadat 
du cheval de Caligula ne nous auroit pas tant surpris que 
nous nous I'iraaginons. 

29. Les bommes foibles se laissent aller ordinairement M 
plus grand bruit. 

30. 11 ne faut jamsus contester ce qu'onne cpoit pas poo- 
vwr obtenir. ' ' 

31. Le moment o(i I'on recoit les plus heureuscs nouvdle^ 
.est justement eclui pu il fout redoubler son attention pour let 
jpeftitcs. 

32. Le pouToir dans les penples est f^cheux, en c« q«^ 
iroUrs rend responsaWes de ce qu'ils font malgr6 noos. 
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S3. L'tine des plus granges ln«oininodhes des gaerres ci- 
FileSy est, qu*il faut encore plus d'application k ce que I'on ne 
doit pas dire k scs amis, qu'k ce que I'oii doit faire coatre ses 
ennemis. 

34. II n'y a point de quaUte qui ddpare tant un grand 
bomme, que de d'fetre pas juste k prendre le moment d^cisif 
de la reputation. L'on ne le manque presque jamais que 
pour tnieux prendre celui de la fortune ; c'est en qnoi l'on 
86 trompe, pour I'ordinaire doublement. 

35. La Tue. la plus commune dans Ics imprudeYiees, c'est 
oelle que l'on a de la possibility des ressourccs. 

56. Toute compagnie est peuple ; ainsi tout y depend des 
instans. 

37. Tout ce qui paroit hazardeitx, etqui pourtant ne I'est 
pas, est presque toujours sage. 

38. Les gens irresolus prennent toujours, avec facility, lea 
ourertures qui les m^nent k denx chemlns, et qui par cons^* 
quent ne les pressent pas d'opter. 

S9. II n'jr a point de petsts pas dans les <grande8 af- 
faires. 

40. 11 7 a des terns o^ ccrtaines gens out tonjoucs 
raiflon. - 

41. Rien ne persuade tant les gens qui ont pcu de sens que 
«e qo'fls n'entendent pas. 

42. II n'est pas sage de fiiirs, dans les factions od Ton n'est 
que sur la <1^fcnsive, ce qui n'est pas press6. Mais I'in- 
quietude des subalterocs, est la chose la plus incommode 
dans ces rencontres ; ils croient que, d^s qu'on n'agit pas^ 
4m est perdu. 

45. Les chefs dans les factions n'en sont les maitres, qu'aa- 
^an? qu'ils scarent prevenir ou appaiscr les raurmures. 

44. Quand la fraicur est venue k un certain point, elle pro* 
duit les m<^me8 effets que la temerity. 

45. II est aussi necessaii'e de chbisir les mots dant 
les grandes affaires, qu'il est supei'fla de 1«8 cboiair dans le) 
petite?. 
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46. Bien o'ert pta» rwe ni V^ diffieUes aax mimatK^ 
«,'oncertain€ni6»«gement dans le c«lme qui «ui »mrD6- 
diatcment les grandes tempOtes, puree que la flaterie y re 
double, et que la d^Hancc uV est pas eleinte. 

47. 11 ne fant pas nous chequer « fort des fautes de o^ 
qui sont nos amis, que nous en dottobns de I'avauU^e ^ oeux 
eontrelesquelsnousagissons. ^--la- 

48. Le talent dlnanoer est plus utile que celm de peiwa 
der, parce que Ton peut inanuer k tout Ic mondc. et que 
ron ne persuade presque jamaia personne. 

49. Dans les mati^res qui ne sont pas favorables par elles^. 
mfemes, tout cbangement qui n'est pas nacessaire est perm- 

flieux parce qu'il est odieux. 

50. n faut fiiire voir k ceux qui sont natBrellemcut 
foibles toutes sortes d'abimes : parce que e'est le vrai moiea 
de les obUger de se jetter dans le premier cbemm qu on leur 

CHivre. 

51. L'on doit hazardcr le possible toatea lea fois que 
Ton se sent en 6tat de profiter m6me du manquement dc 

53. Lea hommcs irr^solus se dfeterminent difficUcment 
pour les moiens, quoique m6me ils soient determines pour 

la fin. . r ,4w-. 

53. C'est presqiie jeu sftr, avec les hommes louroe^ 
de leur faii-e croire que I'on veut tromper ceux que I'on vent 
servir. , 

54. L'undes plus grands embarrasque I'on ait aveciei 
princes, c'est que I'on est souvent oblig6, par la consideration, 
de leur propre service, de leur donner les consefls dont on 
ne peat pas leur dire les v^ritables raisons. ^ 

55. Quandon se trove obUg^ de faire un discoursque I on 
pr^voit ne devoir pas agrcer, I'on ne peut lui donner trop 
d'apparence de rincerit^ : parce que c'est Tuique moien dc 
Vadoudr. 

56. On ne doit jamais se jouer avec la faveur: on ne la 
peut trop erabrasser qnand elle est veritable; an ne la peut 
^p Eloigner quand die est faoss^^ 
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(i7. n y a de I'ineonTenieiit k s'engager sur des sappositkms 
<ie ce que Ton crdt impossible ; et pourtant U oV a rieu de 
si oommun. 

58. La pldpart des hommes examinent moins les rusons 
de ce qifon leur propose eootre lettr sentiment, que eiles qui 
pearent obliger ceiui qui les propose de s'en servir. 

59. Tout ce qui est Tuide^ dans les terns de faction et d'in- 
trlgne, passe pour myst^rieux dans les terns esprits de eeux 
qui ne sonl pas accoutnmes aux grandes affiiires. 

60. II n'est jamais permisk un inft^rieur de s'^galer en pa- 
roU?6 k celui k qui il d(»t du respect, quotqu'il a'y cgale dans 
Taction. 

61. Tout liomme que la fortune seule, par qnclque acei* 
dent> a fait homme puUic, devient presque toujoura avco tim 
X»cu de terns un particutier lidicule. 

62. La plus gi*ande imperfection des hommes est, la com- 
plaisance qu'ils trouvent k se persuade que les autres ne 
aont point exemts des d^fauts qu'ils se recunnoissent k eux- 
ro^mes. 

63. II irj a que I'experience qui puisse apprendre aux 
hommes a ne pas preferer ce qui les pique dans le present, 
k ce qui les duit toucher bien plus esseutiellement daus 
I'aveuir, 

64. U faut ai'appliquer, aTec soin, dans les grandes affaires 
encore plus que dans les autres, k se d^fendre du gout qu*on 
trouve pour la plaisanterie. 

65. On ne peut assez pesev les moiodres mots, dans le9 
grandes affaires. 

66. II u'y a que la continuation du bonheur qui fixe la plO^ 
XKiit des amities. 

67. Qaicouque assemble le peuplc, Vcnent. 
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TRANSLATION OF CARDINAl. DB RBTZ^' 
POUTICAL MAXIMS. 

I XT is often madness to engage in a conspiracy ; bat no- 
' JL thing is so efTeotnal to bring people afterwards to thdr 
senses, at least for a time. As, in such undertakings, the 
danger subsists, even after the bosiness is over ; this obliges 
to be prudent and circumspect in the succeeding moments, 
S. A middling understanding, being susceptible of unjnst 
suspicions, is consequently, of all characters, the least fit to 
head a fiiction ;— as the most indispensable qualification in 
such a chief is, to suppress in many occasions, and to conceal 
in all, eyen the best-grounded swpicions. 

8. Nothing animates and gives sti*ength to a cororaotion, so 
much as the ridicule of him against whom it is raised. 

4. Among people used to affairs of «&oment, secrecy is 
much less uncommon than is generally believed. 

5. Descending to the little, is the surest way of attaining 
to an equality with the great. 

6. Fashion, though powerful in all things, is not more so 
in any, than in being well or ill at court. There are time% 
when disgi^ce is a kind of fire, that purifies aU bad quali- 
ties, and illuminates every good one. There are others, 
in which the being out of favour is unbecoming a roan of 
character. ^ 

7. Sufferingsi, in people of the first rank, supply the want 
of virtue. 

8. There is a confused Idnd of jumble, which practice 
sometimes teaches ; but is never to be understood by spec- 
ulation. 

9. The greatest powers cannot injure a man's character, 
whose reputation is unblemished among his party. 

10. We are as often duped by difiidence as by confidence. 

11. The greatest evils ar« not arrived at their utmost pe- 
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riod, until those who are in. power have lost all sense of shame. 
At sfuch a time, those, who should obey shake off all inspect 
and subordination. Then is lethargic indolence roused ; but 
<'OUsed by convulsions. 

12. A veil ought always to be di'awn over whatever may be 
said or thought concerning the rights of the people or of 
kings ( wliich agree best when least mentioned^. 

13. There are at times, situations so very unfoitunate, that 
iKrhatcver is undertaken must be wrong. Chance alone never 
throws i>eople into such dilemmas ; and they happen only 
to those who bring them upon themselves. 

14. It is more unbecoming a minister to say, than to do sil- 
ly things. 

15. The advice given to a minister, by an obnoxious per- 
son, is always thought bad. 

16. It is as dangerous, and almost as criminal) with prin- 
ces, to liave the power of doing good, as the will of doing 
evil. 

17. Timorous mindd are much more inclined to deliberate 
than to resolve. 

18. It appears ridiculous to assert, but it is not the less 
true, that at Paris, during popular commotions, the most vi- 
olent will not quit their homes past a stated hour. 

19. Flexibility is the most requisite qualification fw the 
management of gi-eat affairs. 

20. It is more difficult for the member of a faction to live 
with those of his own party, than to act against those who 
oppose it. 

121. The greatest dangers have their allurements, if the 
•want of success is likely to be attended with a degree of glo- 
ry. Midtiliug dangers are horrid, when the loss of reputa- 
tion is the inevitable consequence of ill success. 

22. Violent measures are always dangerous, but, when ne- 
ccssaiy, may then be looked upon as wise. They have, how- 

* This maxim, as well as several others, evidently prove 
Ihcy were written by a man subjeetto adepoti« govcriim«ntt 
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ever; the advantage of never being matter of indiHerency ; 
and, when well concerted, must be declsive- 

23 There may be circumstances, in whi^ even prudence 
directs us to trust entirely to chance. 

24 Every thing in this world has its critical momer ; and 
the height of good conduct consists in knowing and sc zing it. 

25. Profligacy joined to ridicule, forms the most aL'>mina- 
ble and most dangerous of all characters. 

26. Weak minds never yield when they ought. 

27. Variety of sights have the greatest effect upon the mob, 
and also upon numerous assemblies, who, in many respects, 
resemble mob. 

28. Examples taken from past times have infinitely more 
power over the minds of men, than any of the age in wliioh 
they live. Whatever we see, grows familiar; and, perhaps^ 
the consulship of Caligula's horse might not have astonished 
us so much as wc are apt to imagine. 

29. Weak minds are commonly overpowered by clamour. 

30. We ought never to contend for what we are not likely 
to obtain. 

31. The instant in which we receive the most favourable 
accounts, is just that wherein we ought to redouble our vigi- 
hince, even in regard to the most trifling circumstances. 

32. It is dangerous to have a known influence over theiJeo- 
pie ; as thereby we become responsible even for what is done 
against our will. 

33. One of the greatest difficulties in civil war is, that 
more art is required to know what should be concealed 
from our friends, than what ought to be done against our en- 
emies. 

34. Nothing lowers a great man so much, as not seizing the 
decisive moment of raising his reputation. This is seldom 
neglected, but with a >-iew to foitune ; by which mistake, it is 
not usual to miss both. 

35. The possibility of remedying impmulent action?, is 
cgmmonly an iaduccment to commit them. 
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36. Eveiy mimeroua assembly is mob ; consequently eyety 
tiling there depends ujion instantaneous turns. 

37. Whatever measure seems hazardous, and is in reality 
not so, is generally a wise one. 

38. Irresolute minds always adopt with facjUty whatever 
jneasores can admit of different issues, and consequently do 
not require an absolute decision. 

39. In momentous affairs, no step is indifferent. 

40. There are times in wMch certain people are always io 
the right* 

41. Nothing convinces persons of a weak understanding so 
effectually, as what they do not comprehend. 

42. When factions are only upon the defensive, tliey ought, 
never to do that which may be delayed. Upon such occa- 
rtons, nothing is so troublesome as the restlessness of subal- 
terns, who think a state of inaction total destruction. 

43 Those who head factions have no way of maintaining 
their authority, but by preventing or quieting discontent 

44. A certain degree of fear produces the same effects a» 
rashness. 

45. Io affiurs of importance, the choice of words is of as 
much consequence, as it would be superfluous in those of lit- 
tle moment. 

46. During those calms which immediately succeed violent 
storms, nothing^ inore difficult for ministers than to act pro- 
I>erly ; because^ while flattery increases, suspicions are not 
yet subsided. 

47. The faults of our friends ought never to anger us so 
far, as to give an advantage to our enemies. 

48. The talent of insinuation is more useful than that of 
persuasion ; as eveiy body is open to insinuation, but scarce 
any to persuasion. 

49. In matters of a delicate nature, all unnecessary alter- 
ations are dangerous, because odious. 

50. The best way to compel weak-minded people to adopt 
our opinion, is to frighten them from all others, by maguify- 
isg their danger. 
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51. We must vnn all hazards, vhcre we diink oiirselkes 
in a situation to reap some advantage even from the want of 
flUeceas. 

52. Irresolute men are diffident in resolving upon tlie 
means, even when they are determined upon the end. 

53. It is almost a sure game, with crafty men, to make 
them believe we intend to deceive those whom we mean U> 
serve. 

54. One of the greatest difficulties with princes, is the be- 
ing often obliged, in order to serve tbem, to give advice, tbe 
true reason of which we dare not mention. 

55. The saying things which we foresee will not be pleas- 
ing, can only be softened by the greatest appearance of sis- 
ferity. 

56. We ought never to trifle with favour. If real, we should 
hastily seize the advantage ; if pretended, avoid the allore- 
ment 

57. It is very inconsequent to enter into engagements 
^on suppositions we think impossible ; and yet it is very 
usual. 

58. The generality of mankind pay less attention to argv- 
ments urged against their opinion, than to such as may en- 
gage the disputant to adopt their own. 

59. In times of faction and intrigue, whatever appears in- 
ert is reckoned mysterious by those who are not accustomed 
to affairs of moment. 

60. It is never allowable, in an inferior, to equal himself 
in words to a superior, although he may rival him ii» ac- 
tions. 

61. Every man whom chance alone has, by some accident, 
made a public character, hardly ever fails of becoming, in a 
short time, a ridiculous private one. 

62. The greatest imperfection of men is, the complacency 
with which they are willing to think others not free from 
CauUs of which they are themselves conscious. 

63. Experience only oaii tcacb men not to prefer vbat 
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a 

strikes tberoTor the present raomenty to wkat wUlhaTe mwh 
gi-eatur weight with tjiem hereafter. 

64. In tlie management of important business, all tarn to 
raillery roust he more carefully avcuded than in any other. 

63. In momentous transactions, words cannot be sufficient^ 
■weighed. 

66. The permanency of roost friendi^ps depends upon the 
continuity of good fortune. 

67. Whoever assembles tlie multitude^ will raise commo" 
tious. « 

CCCCXXXVI. 

IX)RD CHESTERFIELD'S REMARKS UPON THBf 
FOREGOING MAXIMS. 

I HAVE taken the trouble of extracting and collecting for 
your use, tlte foregoing political maxims of the cardinal 
dc Retz, in his Memoirs. They arc not aphorisms of his in- 
Tention, but the true and just observations of his own expe- 
dience in the course of great business. My own experience 
attests the truth of them all. Read them over witli attention^ 
as here above ; and read with the same attention, and toute 
de suite, tlie Memoirs ; where you will find the facts and 
characters from whence those observations are drawn, or to 
vhich they are applied ; and they will reciprocally help to 
fix each other in your mind. I hardly know any book so ne- 
cessaiy for a young man to read and remember. You will 
tbei*c find how great business is really carried on : very dif- 
fei-ently from what people, who have never been concerned 
in it, imagine. You will there see what courts and courtiers 
really are, and obsei-ve that they are neither so good as they 
should be, nor so bad as they are thought by most people. 
The court-poet, and the sullen cloistered pedant, are equj»l- 
ly mistaken in their notions, or at least in thp accounts they 
give us of them. You will observe the coolness in general, 
the jierfidy in some cases, and the truth in a very few, of 
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omirt fiiendihips. This will teach yen. the pflj^ence of a 
general distrust ; and the iinptudence of making no excep- 
tion to that rule, but upon good and U-ied groundi. You wifl 
see the utility of good-breeding towards one's greatest ene- 
mies ; and the high imprudence and folly of either insulting 
or injurious expressions. You will find, in the cardinal's own 
character, a strange, but by no means an uncommon mix- 
ture, of high and low, good and bad, parts and imliscrction. 
In the character of Monsieur le due d'Orleans you may ob- 
serve the model of weakness, irresolution, and fear, though 
with very good parU. lu short, you will, in eveiy page of 
that book, see that strange, inconsistent, creature, maUjjuit 
as he is. If you would know that period of history (and it is 
well worth knowing) correctly, after you have read the car- 
dinal's Memoirs, you should read those of Joly, and of Mad- 
ame de Motteville ; both which thi-ow great liglit upon the 
fii-st. By all those accounts put together it appears, that 
Anne of Austria (with great submission to a crowned head 
do I say it) was a b — . She had spirit and courage witliout 
parts, devotion without common morality, and lewchiess 
without tenderness either to justify or to dignify it. Her 
two sons were no more Lewis the Thirteenth's than tlicy 
were mine ; and, if Buckingham had staid a little longer, she 
would probably have had another by him. 

Cardinal Marazin was a great knave, but no great naan ; 
much more cunning than able ; scandalously false, and dirtily 
gi-eedy. As for his enemy, cardinal Ue Retz, 1 can truly call 
him a man of great parts, but I cannot call him a great raar» 
He never was so much so as in his retirement. The ladies 
had then a great, and have always had some, sliai*e in state 
affiiirsin Fi-ance : the spring and the streams of their pofitics 
have always beenj and always will be, the interest of their pre- 
sent lover, or their resentment ag$unst a discarded and perfi- 
dious one. Money is their great object ; of which they are 
extremely greedy, if it coincides with their arrangement with 
the lover for the time being ; but true glory, and public good, 
never enter into their heads. They jui'e alM'ays governed by 
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loves UiexB. Ue or die wbo loves the most* is nlways govern- 
«d by him or her who loves the least Mad«n« de Montba- 
son governed Monsieur de Beaafort, who iras tondof her; 
irbereas she vas only proud of his rank and p^olarity. The 
drudi ipr the time being always governed Madame and Made- 
iiMttseUe de Chevreuaey and steered their pobtiics. Madame 
de Vougueville governed her brother the prince de Cont^ 
.vho was in love with her» but Marsillac, with whom she was 
ia love, governed her. In all female politics, the head is cer- 
tainly not the part that takes the lead ; the true and secret 
tprioglies lower and deeper. La Palatine, whom the cardi- 
nal celebrates as the ablest^and most sensible woman he ever 
xnet with, and who seems to have acted more systematically 
.and consequentially than any of them, starts aside however, 
and deviates from her plan, whenever the interests or the 
inclinations of La Vieuville, her- lover require it. I wiH add 
(though with great submission to a late friend of yours at 
Paris) that no woman ever yet either reasoned or acted long 
together consequentially ; but some little thmg, some love^ 
some resentment, some present momentary interest, some 
supposed slight, or some humour, always breaks in upon and 
4Mrerset8 their most prudent resolutions and schemes. 

ccccxxxvn. 

Conaitkraiions upon the JRepeal of the lAmHation^ relative 

to Foreigners^ in the Jlct of Settlement. 
npHE particular limitation, relative to foreignei's, in the act 
JL of settlement, and now to be repealed, was marked out 
as peculiarly sacred by Uie first parliament, and that no un- 
complaisant one, of the late king^ by ^acting, that that limi- 
tation should be inserted in all future acts of naturalization ; 
and it was so^ even in the act for naturalizing tlie prince of 
Orange, the king's son in-law. 

But, it seems. Messieurs Fi'evot, Bouquet, and others, are 
BOW to receive a mask of distinction which the king's son-in- 

voL.m. cc 
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lair oQidd not then obtain. Bat, ean the eame indidgdice* 
hereafter, ever be refused to foreign Protestant prineea, oC 
the highest birth, and greatest merit, and, many of them, 
nearly related to his majesty and the royal fiunily ; who may, 
very probably, prefer the British service to any other ? 

The poor military arguments, urged in justification of the 
repeal of this most sacred law, are too trifling to be the true 
ones, and too wretched to be seriously answered, unlesa by 
the unfortunate British officers ; who are hereby, in a man- 
ner, declared and enacted to be incapable of doing the duty 
of captains, majors, &c 

Some other reason, therefore, must be sought for ; an^ 
perhaps, it is but too easily foundii- 

May it not be, < pericolum faciamus in anima vili ?' If this 
goes down, it shall be followed ; some foreign prinee, of al- 
lowed merit, shall make tlie first application to the erown, 
and to the pariiament, for the same favour which was shown 
to Messieurs Prevot, Bouquet, and company. Can either cf 
them, in common decency, refuse it ? Besides that, perhaps 
« time may come, when generals, and superior officers, may 
be as much wanted in England, as great captaina and ma- 
jors are now wanted in America. 

Great evils have always such trifling beginnings, to smooth 
the way for them insensibly ; as Cardinal de Retz most justly 
observes, when he says, that he is persuaded, that the Ro- 
mans were carried on by such shades and gradations of mis- 
chief and extravagancy, as not to have been much surprised 
or alarmed, when Caligula declared his intention of making 
his horse consul. So that, by the natural progresaon of pre* 
cedents, the next generation may probably see, and even 
without surprise or abhorrence, foreigners commanding yoar 
troops, and voting the suiipliesfor diem in both houses of par- 
liament. 

As to the pretended utility of these foreign heroes, it is im- 
possible to answer such arguments seriously. What expe- 
rience evinces the nec^sity ? Cape Breton, the strongest 
"^lace in America, was veiy irr^;ulariy taken, in the test war. 
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\y oar irreg;alar American troops. Sir William Jdhnson 
lately beat, and tobk most irregularly, the regular General 
Dieskau, at the head of his regidar forces : and General Brad* 
dock, who was roiost judidously selected oat of the whole 
Britiali army to be our Scipi» Americanu8f was very irrega- 
lariy destroyed by unseen, and to this day unknown, enemies. 

How will these foreign heroes agree with the English offi- 
cers of the same corps, who are, in a manner, by act of par- 
liament, declared unfit for their buuness, till instructed in it 
by the great foreign roasters of homicide ? Will they not 
eten be more inclined to advise than to obey their colonel ; 
to interpret, than to execute his orders ? Will they co-ope- 
rate properly with our Anftrican troops and officers, whom 
they will certainly look upon, and treat, as an inexperienced 
and UBdiflcipKned rabble ? Can it possibly be otherwise ! 
or, can it be wondered at, when those gentlemen know, that 
they are appointed officers bjr one act of parliament, and at 
the expense of another, the most sacred of the statute-book ? 

O ! but there is to be but one half of the offioers of this 
Thundering Legion, who are to be foreigners : so much the* 
irorse ; for then, according to the principle laid down, it can 
be but half disciplined. Besides, the less the object, to which 
a very great object is sacrificed, the more absurd, and the 
more suspicious such a sacrifice becomes. At first, this 
-whole legion was to consist of all fomgners, field-officers and 
all ; which, upon the principle of the absolute utility and ne- 
cessity of foreign officers, was much moie rational ; but, thus 
mitigated, as it is called, it is a thousand times more absurd. 
And how does it stand now ? Why truly, the sacred act of 
settlement is to be repealed, and in the tenderest parts, for 
the sake of some foreign captains and majors, who are to be 
commanded by British superior officers, who, by this act of 
parliament, are supposed not to know their trade. 

One has heard (but one hears <| thousand false reports), 
that this absm^d soherae was, some time ago, quashed by hia 
majesty's own prudence and goodness ; and, from the right* 
^^m of the thing, I am inclined to belieTe that it is true : ai^j^ 
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I am <ure I vSl not fiiippoae^ tkat ever tfant Bi%ht be amon^ 
tke reasons fbr reamning it in this duEpe, snd foixiag it dovn 
the thriNrts of the reioctant iwftion : but this is eeitain thA 
it -vas OBse dropped, and at some expense took The for^n 
heroes were eontented with money instead of laurels, and 
were going away aboat their own business ; hut pethaps a 
c^mdeieeosion to the unanimous wishes of the whole peopie 
9f Engriand, at ietut, was looked upon as a dangerons pre- 
oedeiit, and the repeal of the act of setdement as an vsefifil 
oae. But, however^ I will have eandoor enough to bdierfr, 
tliat this was merely an abtord^ wrong-headed measure ; fbr, 
if I did not» I most think it the wickedest that v^wr wss podMd. 

ocGcxxxvin. 

AiaOMS IK TRADfi. 

rsefl) upon the whole, more than yon bay. 
To hiiy your matenalst as eheap, oiid to sell y«ar Aia- 
snfaoOires aa dear, its you ein. 

To ease the raamlfaotarers, as much as possible^ of all taxes 
atid bm-thens. 

To lay small dr no duties upon jTonr own manufaetareseX' 
ported^ and to'lay high duties upon All foreign manufactares 
imported. 

To lay small or no duties upon foreign materials, that are 
necessary for yoar own manufactures ; but to lay veiy high 
duties vLpoHf or rather totally prohibit, the exportation of seeli 
of your own materials as are necessary for the manufacrares 
of other countries ; as wool, ftiUer's-earth, &c. 

To keep the Interest of money low, that x>eople may place 
their money in trade. 

Not to imagine (as peot4e Commonly do) that it is either 
prudent or possible to prohibit the expoitation of your gold 
and silver, whether coined or uncoined. For, if the balance 
of trade be against you, that is, if yon btiy more than you sell, 
you muat necessarily m»l|e«|^ tliat diSferencein money; and 
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TOUT buUion or your etto, whiob are ia effect Uie same thing, 
must and will be exported, in ^ite of all laws. Hut if you 
sell more than you buy, then foreigners mutt do the same by 
youy and make up their deficiency in buUion or coin. Gold 
«nd silver are but merchandise^ as iveUas eloth or linen ; and 
that nation that boys the least, and seHs the most, must al- 
ways have the most money. 

A fi^e trade is always carried on with more advantage to 
the public, than an exclusive one by company. But the par- 
ticular circumstances of some trades may sometimes require 
a joint stock and exclusive privileges. 

AU monopolies are destructive to trade. 

To get, as much as possible, the advantages of manufac- 
turing and freight. 

To contrive to undersell other nations, in foreign markets* 

CCCCXXXIX. 

To the King's most Excellent Majesty, 
The humble Petiticm of Philip Earl of Chesterfield, kniglit 
of the most noble Order of the Garter* 

SHOWETH, 

THAT your petitioner, being rendered, by deafness, as 
useless and insignificant as most of his equals and co- 
temporaries are by natore, hopes, in common -with them, to 
shai^e your majesty's royal favour and bounty ; whereby he 
may be enabled either to save, or spend, as Ije shall think 
proper, more than he can do at present. 

That your petitioner, having had the honour of serving 
your majesty in several very lucrative employments, seems 
thereby entitled to a lucrative retreat from business, and to 
enjoy * otium cum dignitate,' that is, leisure and a large pen- 
sion. 

Your petitioner humbly presumes, that he has, at least, a 
common claim to such a pension : he has a vote in the most 
august assembly in tlie world ; he Uas^ at the same tiipe 
Cc2 
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(though he says It), an eletatfiMi of senthnent, tint make& 
him not onlj desire, bnt (pardon, dread sir, an expreaaan 
you afe little tised to) inaitt upon it 

That your petitioner is little apt, and always unwilUng, to 
speak advatftageooBly of himself; but as, after all, some jus- 
tice is due to one's self, as well aS to others, he begs Icftre to 
represent. That his loyalty t9 your majesty has always been 
unshaken, even in the worst of times ; That, particularly, in 
the iate unnatural rebellion, when the pretender advanced as 
for as Derby, at the head of at least three thousand nndisdp- 
lined men, the flower of the Scottish nobiKty and gentiy, 
your petitioner did not join him, as unquestionaUy he might 
have done, had he been so inclined ; but, on the contrary, 
i-aised sixteen companies, of one hundred men each, at the 
publitf expense, in support of your majesty's undoubted 
right to the imperial crown of these realms ; which distin- 
guished proof of his loyalty is, to tWs hour, unrewarded. 

Your majesty's petitioner is well aware, that your civil list 
must necessarily be in a low and languid state, after the va- 
rious frequent and profuse evacuations which it has of late 
years undergone ; but, at the same time, he presumes to hope 
that this argument, which seems not to have been made use 
of again&t any other person whatsoever, shall not, in this 
single case, be urged against him ; and the less so, as he has 
good reason to believe, tliat the deficiencies of the pension- 
fund are by no means the last tlxat will be made good by par- 
liament. 

Your petitioner begs leave to observe. That a small pen- 
sion is disgraceful and opprobrious, as it intimates a shameful 
necessity on one part, and a degrading sort of charity on the 
other; but that a great one implies dignity and afRuence on 
one side ; on the other, regard and esteem, wliich, doubtless, 
your majesty must entertain, in the highest degree, for those 
great personages whose respectable names stand upon your 
eleemosynary list. Your petitioner, therefore, humbly per- 
suades himself, upon this principle, that less than three 
♦housand ponnds a year will not be proposed to him ; if 
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made up gbid, the more agreeable ; if for life^ the more 
marketable. 

Your petitioner persuades himself, tliat your majestj will 
not suspect this his humble application to proceed from any- 
mean, interested rootJTe, of which he has always had the 
utmost abhorrence. No, sir, he confesses his own weakness ; 
honour alone is his object ; honour is his passion : honour b 
dearer to him than life. To honour he has always sacrificed 
all other considerations ; and upon this generous principle, 
singly, he now solicits the honour, which, in the most shin- 
ing times, dlBtingutshed the greatest men of Greece, who 
were fed at the expense of the public. 

Upon this honour, so sacred to him as a peer, so tender to 
him as a man, he most solemnly assures your majesty, that, 
in case you should be pleased to grant him this his humble 
request, he will gratefully and honourably support, and pro- 
mote with zeal and vigour, the worst measure that the 
worst minister can ever suggest to your majesty : but, on the 
other hand, should he be singled out, marked, and branded 
by a refusal, he thinks himself obliged in honour to declai*ey 
that he will to the utmost of his power, oppose the best and 
wisest measures that your majesty yourself can ever dictate. 

And your majesty's petitioner shall ever pray. 

CCCCXL. 
A FRAGMENT. 

A CHAPTER of the garter is to be held at St. James's 
next Friday; in which Prince Edward, the prince of 
Orange, the earls of Lincoln, Winch elsea and Cardigan, are 
to be elected knights companions of the order of the garter. 
Though solely nominated by the crown, they are said to be 
elected ; because there is a pretended election. All the 
knights are summoned to attend the sovereign at a chapter, 
to be held on such a day, in oixler to elect so many new 
knights ioto the vacant stalls of the deceased ones ; accoi^d* 
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ingty they meet in the coiindl chamber, where thej aO sii 
down, according to their seniority, at a long table, where the 
eovereign presides. There evety knight pretends to write a 
list of those for whom he intends to vote ; and, in effect^ 
writes down nine names, such as he thinks proper, taking 
eare, however, to insert the names of those who are reallj 
to be elected ; then the bishop of Salisbury, who is alwa/s 
the chancellor of the order, goes round the table, and takes 
the paper of each knight, pretends to look into them, and 
then declares the majority of votes to he for those persons 
who were nominated by the crown. Upon this declaratioo, 
(wo of the old knights go into the outward room, where the 
new ones are attending, and introduce them, one after an- 
other, according to their ranks. The new knight kneels dova 
before tlie king, who puts the ribband about his neck ; thea 
he turns to the prince of Wales, or, in his absence, to the 
oldest knight, who puts the garter about his leg. This is 
the ceremony of the chapter. That of the installatioii, 
which is always performed in St. Geprge's chapel at ^^\ad• 
»or, completes the whole thing; for till then the new 
Ikuights cannot wear the star, unless by a particular dispensa- 
tion from the sovereign, wliich is very seldom grante<l. All 
ceremonies are in themselves veiy silly things ; but yet t 
roan of the world should know them. They are the oat- 
works of manners and decency, which would be too ofteo 
broken in upon, if it were not for that defence, which keeps 
the enemy at a proper distance. It is for that reason that I 
always treat fools and coxcombs with great ceremony ; troe 
good-breeding not being a sufficient hairier against them. 
The knowledge of the world teaches one to deal with difier- 
ent people differently, and according as characters and sitna* 
tions reqMire. The versatile tngenium is a most essential 
pdnt ; and a man must be broke to it while he is young. 
Have it in your thoughts, as I have you in mine. Adieu. 

P. S. Tljis moment I receive your letter of the 15th, N. S. 
with which 1 am very well pleased ; it informs me, and what 
,2 like still better, it shows me tlvat you are iQform^« 
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TOUR rklmg, fendng, and dancing, constantly at the 
academy, wW, I hope, lengthen you out a little ; there- 
fore, pray take a great deal of those exercises : for I would 
very fain KaTe yoo be at least fiTe feet eight inches high, as 
Mr. Harte once wrote me word that he hoped you would. 
Mr. f elham likewise told me, that you speak German and 
I'Veneh as fiuently and correctly as a Saxon or a Parisian. 1 
am very glad of both : take care not to forget tiie former ; 
there is no danger of. your forgetting the latter. As I 
both thank and applaud you for having, hitherto, em- 
plo} ed yourself so well abroad, I must again repeat to you, 
that the manner in which you shall now employ it at Paris 
■win be finally decisive of your fortune, figure, and character 
in the worW, and consequently of my esteem and kindness. 
Eight or nine months determine the whole ; wliich whole is 
very near complete. It consists of this only ; to retain and 
increase the learning you have already acquired ; to add to 
it the still more useful knowledge of the world ; and to 
adorn both, with the manners and address, the air, and the 
graces, of a man of fasluon. Without the last, I will say of 
your youth and your knowledge, what Horace says to Ve> 
&U8 ; 

Parum comis sine te Juvcntas» 
Mercuriusque. 

The two great subjects of conversation now at Paris are 
the dispute between the crown and the clergy, and between 
the crown and the states of Britany : inform yourself thO' 
roughly of both ; which will let you into the roost roateinal 
parts of the French history »nd constitution. There are 
four letters printed, and very well written, against the jire- 
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tended rights and immuniUtt of the elergy ; to which theib 
is an answer, very well written too, in defenee of those tnp- 
tnmu(ie». Read them both with attention ; and also aU re- 
presentations, memorials, and whatever shall appear for op 
against the claims of the states of Britany. I dare say^ ihat 
ninety-nine in a hundred, of the English at Paris, do not giw 
themselves the trouble of inquiring into those disputes ; hut 
content themselves with saying, * that there is a oonfonnded 
hustle and rout between the king and the priests, and between 
the king and the states of Britany ; but that, for thor parts, 
they do not ti-ouble their beads about them ; fight dog, fight 
hear.' But, with submission to them, these are obiects worthy 
the attention and inquiries of a man of i 
Adieu, my dear ohild ! Yoofs tenderly. 



We have been favoured with the following lietters written hf 
the Ute Earl of Chesterfield to different peraons. 

CCCCXUI. 

Zettre ck BecommendaUm, enfat^ir de Madame Cleland, 
addressee d Madame de Tendn. 

Londre3, ce 20 ^ousf, V, S. 

COMBATTU par des mouvemens bien diflSireots, /si 
long-terns ballance, avant que d'oser me determiner, k 
vous cnvo'icr cette lettrc. Je scntois toute Hndiscretion 
d*une telle ddmarchc, et k quel point c'^tdt abuser de la 
bont6 que voiis avez eu pour moi, pendant mon sejour k Pa- 
ins, que de vous la redemander pour un autre : mais solIicit6 
vIve raent par une dame que son m^rite met k Tabri des 
vefus, ct port^, d'ailleurs, k profitter du moindre pretezte 
pour rapeller un souvenir qui m*est si precieux, que le vd- 
tre ; le penchant (corarae il arrive presque toujours) a tri- 
<nnphe de la discretion : et je satiafais en mdme terns ^ me) 
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^topres inclinations et anx instances de Madame Clelandy 
qui aura fhonneut de tous rendre cette lettre. 

Je a^spar experience, madame (ear j'en suis moi-m6ra6 
un example) que ce n'est pas la premiere a£fkire de la sorte, 
k laquelle Tdtre reputation, qnine se fenferme point dans les 
bomes de la France, tous a exposee : mais je me flatte^ 
aussi, que fous'ne latronyerez pas la plus desagr^able. Un 
iu^rite sup^rieur, un esprit juste, delicat, om^ par la lecture 
de tout ce qn'il j a de bon dans tontes les langues, et ua 
^rand usage du monde, qui ont acquis a Madame Cleland 
I'estime et la consideration de tout ce qu'il y dtionndto^ 
gens ici, me rassurent sur la liberty, que je prends, de vous 
1a veoommander ; et me persuadent m^me que vous ne m'en 
«caurez pas mauvais gr6. 

Si vous me demandez, par hasard, poorquoi elle m*a choid 
poor son introducteur chez vous, et pourquoi elle a crii, que 
je m'etob acquis ce droit til ; je vous dirai naturelleraen^ 
que c'est moi, qui en suis cause. En cela j'ai suivi I'exemple 
de laplupart des voiageurs, qui, k leur retour, se fout Taloir 
«faez eux; par leurs pretendues liaisons avec ce qu'il y a de 
plus distingue, chez les autres. Les rois, les princes, et 1g3 
minastres, les ont toujours combld de leurs grices. Et moieu" 
nant ce faUx etalage, d^honneurs qu'ils n'ont point recti, iiH 
acquierrent une consideration qu'ils ne meritent point. 

<rai vante vos bontes pour moi ; je les ai exagerecs m^me, 
sll etoit possible ; et enfin, pour ne vous rien cncher, ma ▼&■> 
nit^ a pousse I'efTronterie au point m6me de me donner pour 
T6tre ami favori, et enfant de la maiton. Quand Madame 
Cleland m'a pris au mot, et m'a dit ; < Je Tais bientdt eu 
France ; Je v^j ambitionne ficn tant, que I'honncur de con- 
noltre Madame de Tencin ; vous qui ^tes si bien 1&, il n« 
vous coutera rien de me donne une lettre pour elle.' 

Le cas 6toit embarrassant : car, apr^s ce que j'avois dit, 
un refus auroit dte trop choquant k Madame Cleland, et 
I'aveu, que je- n'etois pas en droit de le faire, trop humiliant 
pour mon amour propi'e. Si bien que je me suis irouve re- 
duit k risquer le pactjuet, et je crois m&me que je I'awr^ia 
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faitt si jc u'avois pas eu I'hooiieur d«i toos conaoUre flu 
t^t, pliitot que de mc donuer le dementi sur on artick si 
sensible. 

A lant done francbi le pas ; je Toudrois bieD ea prafiter, 
pour vouLS expiimes les sentimens dc recooaoissauce que j'sb 
et que j'aurai toujours des bontes que vous m'avez temoigoe 
^ Paris; je TOudix)is aussi vous exprimer toutce queje pense 
(1^8 qualites qui distingueut voU'e ecsur et Totre esprit, de iouB 
les autris : mais cela me meneroit egaleraent au deEt des 
bQrnes d'une letti^e, et au dessus de mes forces 

Je sQuliaiterois que Monsieur de Fonteuelie voulut biea 
s'en charger pour moi. Sur eet article, je puis dire, sans 
vanity, que nous peusons de m^jue ; a?ec cette diflfereac^ 
qu'ii vous le diroit avec cet esprit, cette delicatesse, et cette 
4^1egance, qui lui soot propres, et seules convenabiea au 
sikjet 

Permettez done, roadame, que destitue de tons ees avaii- 
tages de Fesprit, je tous a8sui*e simplcment des sentirocas 
de mon coeur, de restime, de U venerattoo, et de I'attaeber 
ment respecteux, avec lequel je serai toute ma vie, maflany, 
Votre, &c. 

Je ci'ois que vous me pardonnerez Uen, si je vous auppUe 
de faire mes compUmens a Monsieur de Fontenelle. 

TUaVNSLATION. 

letter of Recommendationy in favour of Mrs, Cleland, t$ 
Madame de Tendn, 

London, Auguat 90, O. S. 

AGITATED by various thoughts, I have long been in sus- 
pense, before I durat resolve to send this letter. I felt 
all the indiscretion of such a step, and how much it would be 
trespassing upon the goodness I had experienced from yoa 
during my stay at Paris, to require the same for another* 
A lady, wliose merit secures her from a refusal has entreat- 
tA me in the most pressing manner, aud my own iacliiwtioas 
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%W!e coUcdrredy to make use of the first opportanity, to recall 
a remembrance which will always give me pleasure ; so that 
inclmation having (as it generally happens) overpowered dis- 
cretiony my own wi^es and Mrs. Cleland's desires, will both 
be gratified^ by her having the honour of presentuig this let- 
ter to you. 

I know, madam, by experience, and am myself a prooi^ 
^at this is not the first affair of that kind, which your repu- 
tation, not confined wit^n the limits of France, has hixwght 
upon you ; but I flatter myself that you will not look upon 
this as the most disagreeable. Superior merit, exquisite and 
refined sense, adorned by the knowledge of the best autliors 
in every language, and a thorough usage of tlie world, have 
ao^iired Mrs. Cleland the esteem and consideration of all 
people oi most merit here. These motives encourage me to 
take the liberty of recommending her to you, and even per^ 
toade me that you will not be o&nded at it. 

I^ by chance, you should ask why this lady has made 
•boice of me to be her introductor towards you, and how she 
•ame to believe that I had any such right ; I will candidly 
own, that I myself have been the cause of it : and, in tliis 
reqiect, I have followed the example of most travellers ; 
who, at their return to their own couiitr}", endeavour to raise 
their reputation, by boasting of imaginary connexions with 
the most distinguished people abroad. Kings, princes, and 
ministers, liave always loaded them with iavoui*s : in conse-. 
quenee of those boasted honours, which they never received^ 
they often acquire a degree of consideration which they do 
BOt deserve. 

1 have boasted of your goodness to me ; 1 have even, if 
possible, exaggerated it ; and, in short (not to conceal any 
thing from you), vanity has even di*ove me to declare that 1 
iras yeur fikvourite friend, and domesticated in your house. 
JMra. Cleland immediately seized this opportunity to say : ■ I 
am going lo France soon ; I wish for nothi-ic: so much, as to 
bave the honour of knowing Madame d^ Tenoio : since voa 
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are so much connected, you can easily give me a letter far 
her.' 

This was an intricate ai&ir ; for, after -what I had said, 
Mrs. Cleland might have heen shocked by a refusal, and my 
self-love would have been too cruelly hurt, if I had owned that 
I had no right to do any such thing. So that I find myself 
tinder a necessity of running all hazards ; and, I realij be- 
fieve, that, even if I had not been known to you at all, I should 
still have done it, i-athcr than have confessed so mortifyiDg a 
thing. 

As the first step is now taken, I wish to make the best oae 
of it, by expressing to you the sentiments of gratitude which 
I have, and evei- shaD retain, for your goodness to me, dur- 
ing my stay at Paris. I wish it were m my power to teH 
you also what I think of those pei^fections, which distinguish 
your heart and your mind so eminently from all others ; bat 
this would can^y me beyond the bounds of a lette];, and is, in- 
deed, more than I know how to express. Mr. de FonteneUe 
might undertake this for me ; for, to say the truth, I know 
tliat our opinions upon that subject coincide ; with this differ- 
ence only, that he would express those sentiments with d 
that energy, deUcacy, and elegancy, so peculiar to him, and 
80 very proper for tlie subject. 

Permit me then, madam, though destitute of all those ad- 
vantages of mind, to assure you simply of the sentiments of 
my heart ; and of tl>e esteem, veneration, and respeediii 
attachment, with wliich I shall always remain Yours, &e. 

P. S. I am persuaded that you will forgive my tnmbliog 
you to make my compliments to M. de Fontenelle. 

CCCCXLIII. 
LETTER. 

Londres, ce 1 Janvier, V. S. 
MADAME, 

JE ne suis pasdiseur de bonne avanture, ains au contrnn } 
car je vous anuonce que ces quatre billets, que j'ai choisi 
«vcc taut d'atteution, et que j'estimois. Tun poitant Pantre, 
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k yiniglt miUe pieces aa moiQs, se sont avisos d'etre to^B 
blancB. 

Je ne me eoDSole de vbtte malfaeur que par Ics belles re- 
flexions qu'il me fait faire, et par la morale utile que j'ea tire» 
. j^ur ie reate de mes joi^s.— -Oui ! Je vds bien, k preseB(» 
que toute ia prudence humaine, les mesures les plus sages, et 
les projdts les mieux coacertes sont friToles, si la Fortunej 
«ette diviuite inconstaute, bisarre, et/emimne, n'est pas d'hu- 
meur a les favoriser. Car que poavoitou faire de plus que j$ 
n'ai fait, et qu'en pouvoit-il amver de moins ? 

Se (ionnera>t-on, apr^ cela, du mouvement, formera-t-on. 
des plans, et s'inquietera-t-on, pour les chosesde ce monde } 
J'ose dire, que si ces reflexions, aussi judicieuses que nouTel- 
les font la misme impression sur vdtre esprit qu'elles out 
fait sur le mien, elles vous vaudront plus, que tout ce qu« 
▼ous auriez pH gagner dans ki lotterie. 

Vous ^tes bien querelleuse, madame ; jusqu'a m^aecorder 
on talent, que je n'ai pas, pour pouvoir, apr^s, me reprocher 
de ne le pas emploier aveo vous ; et je m'epuise, dites yous, 
en bon ton, avec Madam^ de Monconseil. Quelle accusation 
Snjuste, et denude de toute vraisemblance ! Un Milord An- 
glois avec le bon ton ! Ce sont deux choses absolument con- 
. tradictoires: ou, pour m'expUquer plus elaireraent, et sim- 
plifier mou idee ; ce sont deux fetres h^terogenes, dont I'exis- 
tencedel'un impUque n^c^ssaireraentla privation de I'autre. 

Me voici done justice daus toutes les formes de la logique ; 
et si vous n'en &tes pas eontente, Madame de Monconseil, 
qui a en main mes pieces justificatves, pourra vous en con* 
vaiocre. Au reste ; si j'en possedois tant soit peu, ce nouvcl 
an me fourniroit une belle occasion de I'etaler. Et quoique 
depuis plus de cinq mille ans, toute la terre ait traits ce sujet ; 
je vous dirois quelque chose de nouveau, de galant, et d'ob- 
Bcur, dont on ne s'est jamais avise auparavant : vdtre m^rite, 
et les sentimens de mon cosur, J seroient alembiqu^s, jusqu'k 
la plus fine quiotesseuc^. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Xondbfl, Jammaiy I, O. iS. 

MADAM, 

I HAVE no skill in fortune-telUng : for I mtttt acqnaiBf 
you, that tl»e four lottery tickets I had chosen -with w 
much care, and valued one with another at the rate cf (ifc 
least) twenty thousand pounds, are all eome out hlanks. 

My only consolation in this misfortune is, the fine reflex 
tions which it occasions, and the most useful moral draws 
from it, for the rest of my days. Now, I pl^nly see that all 
human prudence, the wisest projects, and the hest-concerted 
schemes, are vain and fnvolous ; if Fortune, that eapri<aons> 
inconstant, and /ewwwiwe deity, is notdisposed to favour them : 
for what more could have heen done than I did, vnA. "wha 
less could have happened ? 

After such a re\'erse, shall we ever take x>ains, form pro- 
jects, or he uneasy concerning worldly events ? I -will ventoro 
to say, that if such reflections, equally judieioas as nev, ii»kc 
the same impression upon your mind, that they donpoo miae^ 
they will he more valuahle than all you could have vron ia 
the lotteiy. 

Snrcly, madam, you must have a great inclination to qnar- 
re], since you allow me to he in possession of a talent -which I 
really have not ; in order to reproach me with not availing 
myself of it towards you, while, say you, * 1 exhaust that U- 
lent of saying agreeahle things in favour of Madame de Mote- 
conseil.' What an unjust accusation, and how void of rfl pn>- 
hnhilily! An English lord, and say things in faahionaUe 
French phrases ! This is quite contradictory ; or, to expWa 
myself more clearly, and to sFraplify my idea, I must answer, 
that they are two heterogeneous heings ; the existence of the 
one necessarily implying the non-existence of the other. 

'Now I think my justification complete, according to aH the 
jTules of logic ; but, if that does not suffice, Madame de Moa- 
oonseil has it in her power to convince you, hy prod«cing mf 
letters. 
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Was I possessed of the talent yoa suppose, the new-year 
ivould be a proper oe<$asion to display it on ; and, altliougU 

• that sal^t )has been treated by the whole world for above 
. ^Ye thousand years^ yet I should then, say something new, 
' g»Uaot, and unintelligible, which never beforeVas thought of. 
. Your merit, and the sentiments of my heart, would then be 

• distilled to the most refined quintessence. 

CCCCXLIV. 
LETTER. 
y4 Londrea, ce 9me Fevrier, O. S, 

ADIEU done toute coquetterie, de part et d'autre, et vive 
la vrai et soiide amitie ! Heureux ceux qui peuvent s'y 
attendre : c'est le gros lot, dans la lolterie du moude, contre 
lequel il y a des millions, de billettt blancs. 
' Sil pouvoit y avoir quelque chose de flatteur dans mon 
amiti6 ; je dirois, que nous pourrions nous flatter que la notrc 
.aeroit ^galement vraie et durable ; puisqu elle est a]'abri de 
tous oes petits incidens, qui brouiUent la plupart des autres. 
I^abord, nous sommesdediife rent sese, article assez import- 
ant ; et qui nous garantit de ces defiances et de ces rivalites, sur 
les objets les plus sensibles, et contre lesquels la plus belle 
-amitie da monde ne tient point. En second lieu : il n'eiitre 
'point d'amour dans ndti*e fmt; qui, quoiquc, k la verity, 
-il donne un gi>and feu k l*amitie, pendant un certaintcras 
la flamme de Tun venant k s'eteindre, on voit bientdt le- 
•endres de 1' autre. Et eofin (ce qui me regarde uniquement) 
nous ne nous voions pas trop. Vous ne me connoissiz que 
•par mon bon cote ; et vous ne voicz pas ces moments de 
langneur, d'humeur, etde chagrin, qui causent, si souvent, le 
4l6gout ou le rcpentir des liaisons qu'on a foriue, et qui font, 
qu'onJie dit k soi-m^m^; L'auroit-on cru ? Qui I'auroit dit ? 
Comme on peutsetromperaux dehors? Et la perspective, dans 
laquelle vous me vo'iez, m'est si favorable, qu'elle roe console 
un pea dellu hiitananza, ou je suis oblige de vous chercher. 
Une caillette, a beaux sentimens, critiqueroit impito lable- 
ment ccux-ci comme tres indeUcata; mais ensoat-ik moins 
Ud 2^ 
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natureb pour ceU ? Et ne tommes'iioiis p9s, poor ht pl#. 
part, redcTables de bos vettus k des aitattioQS et dee eiram* 
Btances un pea fortoites ? Au rooiiis/ai anex fPimmilife^ poor 
le croire; et (si je TouloiB dire toate la ^rit^} asaee cPezp6* 
rience, de moi-meme^ pour le a^voir. En tons cas i td qpie 
je Buis, je vous sois acquis, et vous Toiea que je snis de trap 
bonne foi pour vous surfaire dans le prix de I'aoqoisitkm que 
▼ous avez fiiite. 

Vous STez beau faire les honneors de rbtte pais, et d^sa- 
Touervdtre propriety exclusive des Graces; il faut conve- 
sir, pourtant, que la France est leiir sejoor^ go pldtot Icnr 
pais natal. Sielles pouvoient se fdcber eontre vous, doat U y 
a peu d'apparence ; elles seroient piqu^es, au point de vaa» 
quitter, de ee que tous les envoies promener dans an paSi, 
ou elles ne oonnoisaeDt, ni ne sont oonnueo de pcraomie : ct 
si par hasard jeles eomioissois, ce ne seixxt que poor ks 
Kvf»r vAes si souvent ches voos. 

II est bren sur que les Graces sont un don de la naitnre^ 
qu'on ne peut pas acquerir ; I'art en peut relever P^ola^ 
mais il faut que la nature ait donne le fond. On voit «ela en 
tout. €k>nibien de gens ne dansent>ils pasparfidtement bient 
mats sans grace ; comme il y en a qui dansent tr^s mal avec- 
beauGOUp: combien tronveot*on d'sprits vigoureux et d^U- 
cats, qui, instruits et ornes par tout ce que I'art et I'etnde 
pcuvent faire, ne plaisent pourtant gu6re, faute de ces gra- 
ces naturelles, quine s'acqui^rent point : obaque pais a set 
talens, aussi bien que ses fruits et ses denr^es partiosliiresu 
Nous pensons crttez, et nous aprofondissions ; les ItaBens 
pensent furut, et se perden dans les niies: vous tenei le 
milieu; on vous voit, on vois suit on vousaime. 

Servez vous, madarac, de tout oe que eet esprit et ees 
graces, que je vous connois, peuvent faire en ma faveur, et- 
dites, je vous en supplie, tout cc qu'elles vous 8Uggi6reront, k 
Monsieur do Matignon, de ma part. Mon coeur ne tous 
d^savoucra pas sur tout ce que vous pooxTec loi dire de plus 
fort, k propos du iituHage de mademoiselle sa fiile : mais no 
TOUS borncz pas Ji cc seul article, car il n'jr en a pas tm, tfo 
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viitut^,xfaa p«at le regarder, anqiiel je ne ppeiidrais p«8 
^gatemeot part. Ce seroit abuaer de sa boBt^ que de loi 
^enre moi-mfime : une measag^re oomme vous me fera liieft 
plus d'honneor, et k lot phis de plaisir. 

Adleu^ madame. Je roagiB de la looguear de ma lettre* 

TRANSLATION. 

JUmdon^ February 9» O. & 
A BTEU then to all oequetiy, on both sides, aud prosperi- 
jA. ty to real and solid friendship ! In this lotterjr of the 
vorld, happy are those who can bbtnn that greatest prize, to 
vhkh there are milhoiis of blanks. If any thing could be 
pleasing in my frienddiip, I would urge tliat we have reason 
to flatter oarselvcs, that with us friendship may be equally 
true and pei*maneiit, since oura will be unattended by all 
those little ineidents, which are the bane of others. We are 
of different sexes ; an imiwrtant article, and such a one as 
prevents thtee susji^eions, and sentiments of rjvalship, which 
the finest friendships that ever were formed cannot with- 
stand. Secondly, we are free from love, which, though it 
may, during a time, add warmth to friendship, yet when the 
flames of the one begin to extinguisti, you soon perceive the 
ashes of the other. And lastly (but this relates only to my- 
self), we do not see one another too frequently. You view 
me in the best tight, and do not perceive those moments of 
languor, caprice, or ilUhumour, which are so generally the 
occasion of dislike, cause us to repent of the connexions we 
have formed, and are the motives that occasion our saying, 
"Who would have thought it ? Who could have imagined it ? 
How one may he deceived by outward appearances! The 
distant point from which you view me is so very fiivourable, 
that it affords me some consolation for b«ng under the ne- 
cessity of remaining so far from yon. 

A trifling woman, with pretensions to refined sentiments, 
would criticise these unmercifully, as very indelicate; but arc 
they the less natural? and are not roost of us behdden for 
our vh'tue to particular circumstanoes, or to aooidental causes } 
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At for me, I have hamiiitf to own, and (were I to iell 
the wiiole truth) 8elf«xperien€e to ooofirm it. At all ewnti^ 
«tt«h AS I aiBi yon nu^ dispoae of me ; and yoa aee 1 am too 
ingenuous to deceive jou, by enhandag the merits of the per- 
mxk who is entirely yours. 

It is in vain you strive to do the honours of your coonlzy, 
by disavowing your exclusive right to the Graces; for it 
must be confessed that Fi-anee is their abode, or rather their 
native countiy. It is highly improbable that they can be an- 
gry with you ; but, were that possible, they woald be pronikf 
ed to leave you, as a punishment for sending them a ram^ 
ling, into a country where they neither know, nor are 
known by any mortal. If, by chaaee, 1 had aoy knowledge 
of those goddesses, it could only be from having seen them 
60 frequently with you. It is true, that the Graces cannot 
be acquired ; art may add to their lusti'e, but nature most 
have given them. It is the same in every thing. How maaj 
people are there who danee exceedingly well, but ungrace- 
fully ! and what numbers who dance very ill, and yet giaoe- 
fully ! Do we not see frequently people with great and good 
sense ; who, thougli instructed and adorned by knowledge 
and study, yet never can please, for want of those natonl 
graces, not to be acquired ? 

. Eveiy country has talents peculiar to it, as well as fhiiti^ 
or other natural productions We here think deeply, and 
fathom to the very bottom. Italian thoughts are sublime^ to 
a degree beyond all comprehension. You keep the middle 
path, and consequently are seen, followed, and beloved. 

I beg of you, madam, make use of aU that sense, and 
those graces, which I know you to be possessed d, in my fa- 
vour, by telling Mr. de Matignon, whatever they may in- 
spire you, from me. The most friendly things you can saj 
to him, upon the marriage of his daughter, will best ex- 
plain the sentiments of my heait. But do not confine your- 
self to that circumstance alone, for there is no ev«nt wfatt- 
ever that concerns him, in which I should not take an cfial 
share. To write myself to Mr. de Matignon vrauld be en- 
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evoAdiiDg npOB his goodiMU ; soeh a meflsenger as yoo mtM^ 
¥e more honourable to jne» and more pleaaiog to him. 

Adieu, madam. 1 am aehamed of the length of this U$^ > 



CCCCXLT. 



These Une9 are inaerted, in order to introduce thefoUvmafg 
Jbnter tBith greater propriety. 



TO THE EARL OF CH£ST£RF1£]J>» 

Jugtut 7, 1763. 

RECUN'D beneath thy shade, Blaohheath ! 
> From politics and strife apart. 
His temple twin'd with laurel-wreath ; 

And virtues smiling at his heart ; 
Will Chestcrrield the Muse allow 

To break u^ion his still retreat ? 
To view, if health still smooths his brow. 

And prints his grove with willing feet ? 
'Twas this awak'd the present theme^ 

And bade it reaoh thy distant ear : 
Where, if no rays of genius beam. 

Sincerity at least is there. 
May i)ale disease fly far aloof; 

Or vemd domes its flag display ! 
And health, beneath thy peaceful rool^ 

Add lustre to thine evening ray I 
If this my fervent wish be crown'd, 

111 dress with flowers Hygeia's shrine ; 



d by Google 



sia ^ iascEUAmous fi&cbs; 

Nor thou, vith wiadom's ehaplet beimd. 

At any absent gift repine. 
'What though thou dost not grace a throne^ 

While subjects bend the supple knee ; 
No other king the Muses own. 

And science lifts her eye to thee. 
Though deafness, by a doom severe. 

Steals from thy ear the murm'ring rill!. 
And Philomel's delightful air ; 

E'en deem not this a partial ill. 
Ah ! if anew thine ear was strung^ 

Awake to ev'ry voice around, 
Thy praises by the many sung 

Would Stan thee with the choral sonnd. 

EDWARD JERNINGHAM* 

CCCCXLVL 

LETTER 

TO EDWARD JERNINGHAM, ESQ. 

Blackheath^ ^i^ffwt 12, 17^. 
SIB, 

I DO not know whether I can, with decency, acknowledge 
the favour of your poetical letter of the 7th. But men, 
«8 well as women, are very apt to break through decency, 
when desire is very strong, as mine I assure you is, to thank 
you for it. Could I give you as good as you bring, my thanks 
should be conveyed to you in rhyme and metre s but the 
Muses, who never were yexy propitious to me when I was 
young, woul^ now laugh at, and be as deaf as I am to tbe 
invocation of a teptuaffenary invalid. Aooept then my 
humblest thanks, in humble prose, for your very good varsei^ 
upon a veiy indifferent subject ; which,, should yoa be re- 
proached with, you may very justly make the same answer 
that your predecessor. Waller, did to king Charles, after the 
restoration : the king accused him of having made finer ver- 
-MS in praise of Oliver Cromwell, than of himself; to which 
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he agreed, nying, tfiat fietion was the soul of poetry. Am I 
not generous to help you out of this scrape at mj own ex- 
pense ^ 1 am sensible that before I enfi this letter^ I ought tp 
abow some commou-plaee modesty at least ; and protest to 
you that I am ashamed, confounded, and in a manner anni- 
Jiilated, by the praises you most undeservedly bestow upon 
sne; but- 1 will not, because if I did 1 should lie confounded- 
ly; for every human creature has vanity, and perhaps I 
have fuH as much as another. The only difference is, that 
jM>me people disown any, and others avow it ; whereas I 
have truth and impudence enough to say, 'tu m'aduU, ma 
ta mi placi.' 
What am I to suppose that you are now dcung in Norfolk I 

* Soribere quod Cass! Parmensis opuscula vincat, 

* An taciturn ^Ivas inter reptare salubres ?' 

K you stray among the hills, vales, and purling streams, it 
is to make your court to the Muses, who have long had 
such an affection for you, that (I will answer for it) they will 
meet you wherever you please to appoint them. If to those 
nine ideal ladies you add a tenth, of real good country flesh. 
and blood, I cannot help it : but God forbid that J should ad- 
Tise it ! In all events, I believe you would be equal to the ten. 
I am, witli equal truth and esteem. Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, ' 

CHESTERFIELD. 
V. S. I desire my respects to Lady Jermingham. But no| 
one word of the tenth Muse. 

ccccxLvn. 

LETTER 

TO DOCTOR MONSEY. 

Bathy December 23, 1767. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 

YOUR friend and my goremor, Mr. W»***, told me that 
he had received a letter from you, with your kind inqui» 
ries after my health ; but at the same time said, that I might 
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«^en answer H mysdf ; for how the devil liuMild he kiiov ho^ 
I did» 80 well aa 1 myaelf liid ? I thought there was reaaon hi 
what he said ; so take the aocount of myself £t<oai myaeU^ as 
follows. When I first came here> which was just six weeks 
ago, I was veiy weak of my legs» and am so stiUL A fort- 
night ago I had a little return of my fever, which Doctor 
Moisy called only nfebricula f for which be preserihed phle- 
botomy, and of course, the salbe draughts. Tho phltboto- 
my did me good, and tlie saline draughu did me n9 hams, 
which is all 1 ask of any medicine^ or any medicua. My 
general state of health has, ever since that, hee& aa good as 
at my age I can hope for ; that is, 1 have a good appetite^ a 
^pood digestion, and good sleep. You will, peahape, ask me 
what more I would have ? I anawer, that I would have a 
great deal more, if I could ; 1 would have the free use of 
my iega^ and of all my memberM. But that, I know, is past 
praying for. Perhaps jrou may be in the same case. Whom 
have you quarrelled with, or whom have you been reconcil- 
ed to lately : the house of G*»**, or the house of M«*»» ? 
Apd where are you now ; in Norfolk or Monnaouthshire? 
Wherever you are, I hope you are vaat^ w^ ; for I aaoy 
Tety flinoerely, 

Your moat faathfol fidend and servant, 

CHESTERFIEUX 

CCCCXLVin. 

LETTER 

TO DOCTOR MONSEY. 

PtA Y, dear doctor, why must I not write to yon ? Bo 
you gentlemen of the faculty pretend to monopolise 
writing in your preseriptiona cr proscriptions ? I will writer 
jind thank you for your kind letters ; and my writing diall 
do no hurt to any person living or dying ; let the fiiculQr say 
as much of theirs, if th^ can. I am vexy sorry to find that 
you have not been v€Ut^ well of late ; but it is vastljf to the 
honour of your skill to have encountered and subdued ahnosf 



d by Google 



MiSCELLANEOirS PIECES. SSSi 

Wl tlie ills of Pandora's box. As you «re liow got to the bot- 
tom of it, 1 trust tbat you have found hope ; which is what 
we an live upon, much more than upon enjoyment ; and 
without which we should be, from our boasted reason, the 
most miserable animals of the creation. T do not think that 
a physician should be admitted into the college, till he could 
bring proofs of his having cured, in his own person, at least 
four incurable distempers. In the old days of laudable and 
rational chivaby, a knight could not even present himself to 
the adorable object of his affections till he had been unhorsed, 
knocked down, and had two or three spears or lances in hia 
liody ! but, indeed, he must be conqueror at last, as you have 
been. I do not know your goddess Venus or VanOf nor ever 
heard of her ; but, if she is really a goddess, 1 must know 
ber as soon as ever 1 see her walk into the rooms ; for ' verft 
Ineessu patuk dea.* It is for her sake, I presume, that yon 
■ow make yourself a year younger than you are ; for last 
year you and I were exactly of an age, and now I am turned 
of seventy-three. As to my body natural, it is as you saw it 
last; it labours under no particulat distemper but onct 
which may very property be called chronical, for it is Xpovcs 
itself, that daily steals away some part of me. But I bear 
with philosophy these gradual depredations upon myself; 
«nd well know, that * levins fit palaentift quicquid corrigere 
«st nefas.' And so good night, dear doctor. 

JBttthf JVovember ^6f 1766* 

ccccxux 

LETTER 

Pfom,the Earl of Chesterfield to Sir Thomas Robinson^ 
of Chelsea* 

JBath, Mvember 17, 1757. 
SIR, 

TOUR letters always give me pleasure and informations 
but your last gave me something xnore^ for it Mhoire^ 
YOU Ut Be 
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me that yoa were recovered from that illness, vhieh die fesrs 
of Mr. Walsh junior, had magnified ^ into a dangerous one. 
I did not like jour being sent to Hampstead for the air; 
tliat sounded very like Kensington Gravel-Pita. I am aure i 
need not tell you the part 1 take in your recovery. 

As to General ****'& affairs, my opinion is fixed ; and 1 am 
very sure that notliing will appear upon this examination to 
make me alter it. There is a mystery in it ; and wherever 
there is a mystery, 1 have done ; I respect, but never reason. 
The ode upon that expedition is written by a master, who- 
ever it is. The author of the vcrsesopon the scull is certunly 
a poet, though he has spun out his matter too fine ; hidf die 
length would have been much better. 

I cannot imagine why the Grub upon the Comet was laid 
at my door : but people have long thrown out their wit and 
humour under ray name, by way of trial ; if it takea^ the 
true father owns hit child ; if it does not, the foondJiog is 
mine. 

I take it for granted, that the king of Pmsaia's vietorf 
engrosses the thoughts of all your great politicians in town, 
and gives you what you call great spirits : he hfts shown his 
abilities in it ; of which I never doubted ; ^tthen— nothing, 
only that there are now seven or ^ight thousand of the ha> 
man species less than there wei'e a month ago. France vifl 
send double that number immediately, and the match will be 
as nne^al as it was before ; unee idl Europe is still oombin- 
ed against him : I will not say, and us f because I think it 
would be impudent fortu, now, to reckon ourselves saaaa^ 
the powers of Europe ; 1 might as well reckon ray sdf among 
the living, who only crawl upon the earth from /lay to day, 
exhibiting a shattered carcass, and a weakened mind. 

Though these waters always do me some good, it is meit' 
ly temporary : but they, do by no means regenerate me. I 
grow deafer and deafer, consequently duller and duBer"; 
and therefore, for your sake, 1 will put an end to tfaii dull 
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letter j and assure you, with all the truth of a man who has 
no inyentioD^ that I am. 

Your most faithful, humWe serrant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

CCCCL. 
LETTER 

From Lord Chesterfield to Sir T. Robinsott* 

Sathf December 3, 1765. 
SIR, 

I ALWAYS thought myself much obliged to you for your 
letters from Yorkshire, while you were in the huny both 
of business and pleasure ; your land-steward, your tenants, 
nndyour agreeable country neighbours, employing your whole 
day in pleasure and profit : but I think myself still more ob- 
liged to you for your last letter, from your monastic retreat 
in the midst of Ranelagh ganlen : the place in the world the 
best calculated for serious reflections upon the vanities of this 
world, and the hopes of a better. There you may enjoy a 
philosophical and religious solitude, uninterrupted : except 
now and then, by the rolling of coaches, the sound of forty 
instruments vS music, and the much shriller sound of the 
tongues of about two thousand women. This is being a 
Charti^eux indeed ; suid in addiressing myself to you, 1 will 
take care to mix no levity in mylitter ; but confine myself 
to grave and moral reflections For instance ; see the dire 
effects of passkin, or brandy, or botfi, in the case of Mr, ••••, 
whose usual tranquillity and immol>ility have been transported 
to the most violent excess of assaults and battery, even upon 
the wife of his body ; whom, I really beheve, he never as- 
saulted with so mnch spirit before ; and if he gets the repu- 
tation of madness, he will rather be a gainer by it ; for no- 
hotly ever thought it could have happened to him. We have 
here a great many great folks, and a great many fine folks % 
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the fonner met in cooneil, to eonader hov they skould htiit 
serve the cmintty in the approaching session, that heing their 
only view; and the latter, I mean the ladies, in ^e intendoa 
of senriug themselves, or of being served right enough hf 
Others. But ail these are dispersed, or dispersing nov ; and, 
1 believe, I shall follow their example soon, and take myself 
away from hence to London ; where I am too material a 
part of the busy, as well as of the gallant world, to be loi^;er 
absent* But, whatever I am, and wherever I am, I am 
-wry truly^ 

sm, 

Tour, very fiiithEul, humble servant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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^^ whdte 9erie$ of Letters being regularly numbered ; it 
has been thought advlseable that tlie references in this 
Index should be made to the Letters, rather than in tlie 
common method of volume and page. The few Miscella- 
neous Pieces at the end of\(A, III. are referred to in the 
same manner. 



JBBRCROMJBIE (General), 346. 

"^^ Absent man, how far different from a fool or a madman, 
74. Is commonly either very weak or very affected, witli 
the exception of a very few extraordinary iudiTiduals, 
such as Newton, Locke, and perhaps five or six more 
since the creation of the world, who may have had a pri- 
vilege for being absent, 113. He who cannot Bx his atten- 
tion on the present object is fit neitlier for bunness, uon 
pleasore, 121. 

Accuracy in writing and speaking recommended, 97. 

Achilles, an improper character for the hero of an epic poem, 
176. Though invulnerable, always went to battle com- 
pletely armed, 298. 

Acquainlancesy s^^unning them in public deemed a folly, in- 
stanced by an example, 293. 

Acqua Tvfanct, a slow Neapolitan poison, S23. 

Act of Settlement^ considera^ons upon the repeal of the li- 
mitations in it relative to foreigners, 437. 

AclQr, what the indications of a young man's bceoming «0I^ 
siderable in tliat profession, 173. 
B e 3 
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Jiddi$on (Mr.), an ioBtimoe of LordClieiteifleld'BliSfib opia» 
ioa of him, 128. See Mbertim 

Mmee, a generally uawelcomey 113. 

jEiUtea, when that office was fint instituted, 31. 

•^tieaa, some aceount of, 7, 

•^rica, some aocount of, 90. The flooriahing state of the 
war on that continent, 335. 

Agnppa (a Roman senator], a &hle addressed hy him to the 
Plebeians, 21. 

«9/aa7, some account of, 7. 

Jdguillon (dudiess of)» her character^ 263. 

Mr dn Cowuentj has something extremely engaging, 304. 

JUx la CfMpelle, necessary questions relative to the tieaty 
settled there, 153. The waters of that place reeommeodr 
ed, 300. 

Jilbemarle (eari oQ, Mr. Stanhope ad^sed to be attentive to 
him, 238, 339. Employs Mr. Stanhope in his burean, 
244, 363. His Lordship's character, 379. 

JIlberHf hi§ description of Italy furnished Mr. Addison witfc 
most of his remarks and classical references, 318. 

Alchemy, remarks on, 164. 

JUdbiadet, was commonly a Proteus for bad imrposes, 299. 

Jilexander the Great, an instance of his magnanimity, 2a 

JUffarotU (count), 289. Ck>mpared to Fontenelle, 292. 

Allen (Lady), a warm puff, 317. 

Jillied Pffwers, have commonly some secret design in view. 
160. 

America, its first settlement concisely rfllated, 39, 93. Pl«n 
of the intended operations of the late war, there, 328,333, 
334,335. The English affairs there have a promiang ap- 
pearance, 351, 357, 358. See Stamp IhOy, 

Amwemeni9. See Pleastirea. 

Ancre (Galegn Mar^chale de), her just observation pre- 
vious to her execution, 277. 

Ancua Marciu^ some aceount of, 18. 

Andahma, a province of S^iain, celebrated for its horses, 84. 

Angli, a people of Saxony, who conquered Britauij 93. 
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m^mie, (queen of Bfiglftnd% gome aeeoanto^ 91 

»^ne of ^ustria^her charaeter, 436. 

^nnmf (comte dele), hia son's renuirkable ftccemifllBlimenti 

commended, 73. 
^ntiguitiea, should be Tiewed vith a proper attention, 

but oaght not to be the main objects -df a jadiekms travel- 
ler, 197. 
Apollo, bis poetical history, S, 
m^pothecary, story of one, who haTing a fortune f«llen to Wra, 

wished to quit trade, but found himself unable to exist Vftli* 

out it, 328. 
Appearances should be most strictly attended to in reKgiott 

and morality, 212. 
•Application^ tlie great advantages of it in the beginnmg of 

life, 102. 
Apropos, on what occasions that expression often absurdly 

used, 317. 
Arabia, divided into three parts, 87. 
Arbitral^ power, Lord Chesterfield's sentiments on it, 17^. 
Architecture (civil and military), an useful science, 198. 
Ar^ll (John duke of), his character as an orator, 205. 
Ariosto, character of his poetry, 217 ; which will bear » 

Comparison with Homer's, 273. 
Aristides, some account of, 51. 

Arisfiffpiis, his opinion of brining up a son to learning, SO. 
Art of fattei^y, an innocent species of it recommended^ 

182J 183. 
Art of pleasing. See Pleasing. 
Aruspices, their office at Rome, 17. 
Asia, some account of, 85. Geographical description of 

Asia, ibid. The first great monarchies had their rise 

there, namely the Assyrians, Medes, and Persians, ibid. 

The war there settled by Capt. Clive, to the satisfaction of 

this country, 335. 
AspintoaU (Mr. Stanhope), a relation te Lord Chesterfield, 

282. Appointed king's minister tt the dcy ef Algiers, ibid. 
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Jiamranee, steadily exerted with a seeitung modea^j n matt 
useful qualification in every part of life, 232. 

Aatronomyy a study of great importanoe, 17Q. 

^thena^ if not the mother, was at least the nurae, of all the 
arts and sciences, 11. Thissubjecl continued, 12. The 
Athenians the greatest men of antiquity, t^'cf. 

%Attettti<mf an indispensable requisite in every sort of learn- 
ing, 32. A want of it Is either folly or madness, 74. No< 
thing to be done well without a man can command U &om 
one thing to another, as ocoasioD .requires, 102. Strongly 
recommended, ISO, 

AttenHorUy a necessary ingredient in the art of pleaang, 156. 
A tribute, which all women expect, 158. Ought never to 
be omitted, 187. 

Atterbury (bishop of Rochester), the cause of the duke of 
Ormond's absconding^ 293. 

Attic mUi origin of that expression, 11. Reconmiended to 
Mr. Stanhope, 120. 

Attilua RegvlvSi remarkable instance of his probity, 24. 

*$vQricet its fatal effects instanced in the story of H^po- 
menes and Atalanta, 29. 

Axaux (Mpns. de), his adroitness as a negotiator commend* 
ed, 248, 290. His letters excellent, 265. 

Augrura, their office at Rome, 17. 

Avoir du monde, a very just and happy expression, 277. 

Aurora, why called the harbinger of day, 59. 

Authors^ the best of them are generally the severest crities 
on their own works, 109, 253. 

Awkwardness, from what cause it proceeds, and the embar> 
rassments it occasions, instanced in the portrait of an awk- 
ward man, 74. An awkwardness of expression and word* 
should be studiously avoided, 75, 144. Verj- alienating, 
154. Gradations in it, 235. A more real disadraotagir 
than it is generally thought to be, 434. 

Axioms of trade, 438. 
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JBadinaffey an aHliyno means to be despised, 24S. 

Baltic, an Eng^lish squadron to be sent tbither» to divert fh« 
Swedes, 328. 

Bashfulneas, the characteristic of an Englishmai), 44. 60. 
See Mauroaise honte, 

JBath (earl of), bis death and will, the subject of general con- 
versation, 379. Particulars of bis immense fortune, and 
of Ins lordship's character, ibid. 

Bayard (Chevalier), had the honour of knighting Francis 
the First of France, 348. 

Beaufort (Mons. de), governed by Madame de Montba- 
zoh, 436. 

Beauty, the subject on which most voroen are openest to 
•flattery, 139. 

Bedford (duke of), formed, in November 1767, a new raia- 
istry, 417. 

Behaviour and learning should he inseparable, 80. 

Bellegarde (Abb<^ de), his Art de plaire dans la ConroerHt* 
Hon commended, 111. 

Bentlcy (Dr.) supposed to have been the most learned man im 
England, 232. 

Berkeley (Bp.), Remark on his Trta^w on Matter, 164. 

Berhettrode (Madame de), a favourite of Mr. Stanhope\ 
240. 

BerUn, a splendid court, 164. Frenchified, 278. The polit- 
er and most shining court in Europe, and the most 
useful one a young man can visit, 282, 302. The military 
govern nient on a better footing than in any other country 
in Europe, 174. The arts and wisdom of government 
conspicuous there, 284. 

Bends (Cardinal), his disgrace sudden, and the reasons for 
it as little understood as those of his elevation, 349. 

BeBtucJwff, to what his disgrace was probably owing, 332. 

Bible, almost every place mentioned thefein makes a part of 
Turkey, 85. 
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JBibHomamie^ should be gaarded against, 2S0. 

BieUfeldfs Letters, a publieatiOB coutuning many notorioas 

lies, 379. 
JBienB^ancCf a most necessarj part of the knowledge of. the 

world, 259. 
MiUet^ouXf the manner how it should be written, 29. 
Mssy (Messieurs de), Mr. Stanhope- intrusted to their 

eare, 248 
Blackheath, all the fruit there m 1758 destroyed bj unsea- 
sonable weather, 353. ^ 
Blake (Admiral). See WeigM of metaL 
Blot (Madame de), though excessive pretty, yet constant 
to her husband, 250. An attachment to her recommend- 
ed, Und, 251. 253. 255. S58. A piece of mohair pi'e- 
aented to her, 282. 
Boccage (Mons. and -Madame de), an attention to them ear 
joined to Mr. Stanhope, 238. 242. Mons. Boccage's chft- 
racterof Mr. Stanhope, 276. 
Bochat (Mons.), gives Lord Chesterfield a good aeeoant of 

Mr. Sianhope, 115. 
Bteotiafiy why that term applied to a stupid fellow, 53. 
Boerhaave, his physical advice to Lord Chesterfield, 355. 
Bolingbroke (Lord), his charactier, 202. His Letters on 
Patriotism extolled, 207. His Remarks on the History of 
England, 239. The amazing superiority of his style, 247. 
His Letters on the Use of Histfuy, 271. His philosophical 
works, 305. 
Bon-mots^ should be cautiously used in conversation, 129. 

Bale of conduct in respect to them, 183. 
Books, an acquaintance with them indispensable even to a 
man of the worid, 113. How far a taste for curious books, 
or scarce and valuable tracts, is commendable, 170. 220. 
In what manner a casual loss of application to books may 
be supplied, 183. Many lose a great deal of lime by frivo- 
lous reading, 21C. 280. Looking too dose to them, an ugff 
triok and detrimental to the. eyes, 71. 
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Bor^hese (Princess), at the head of the beau monde, «t 

Roitfje, 218. 
jBoron^/ts, their price raised from five-and-twenty hundred 

pOQuds to twice that sum, 416. Two seats for a boroogb 

sold for nine thousand pounds, 421. 
Bo9 (Abbe de), his Mefexitms 9ur la P(^'ae et la Peinture 

commended, 406. 
JBothmar (Count), had a veiy bad species of the smail-poXy 

S34. 
Btmchet (Madame du), objected to some particulars relative 

to the funeral of Mr. Stanhope, 423. Lord Chesterfield saw 

no reason to retract, in general, an opinion he had given 

her, 428. 
Bvukoura (Pere), his Mam^re de bien peruer dana fe* 

Ouvrages d'Eepfit commended, 121. 138. 217. And his 

State dea peusies ing'eniemea, 217. 
^ra4/^<^ family, their estates in possession of the Pulteney^ 

379. 414. 
Brawn (Lady), had the gout in hec eye, 360. 
Mruhl (Count), much in fashion in England, 386. Manied 

the dowager countess of Egremont, 411. 
i7rim«t»cl? .(Ferdinand prince of), played a prudent and a 

saving game, 323. A blue riband intended for him, 347, 

348. 351. His critical situation, 352. 354. The blue riband 

given to the hereditary prince was a mark of very remark- 
able distinction shown to the family, 395. 
Bru9sele, the chief town of Brabant, 72. Famous for camb- 

lets and fine laces, ibid. Enjoys some singular privileges^ 

73. 
Bruyere (M. de la), his characters recommended, 161. 242^ 

256. One of his maxims commended, dl3. 
Buccleugh (duke of), to be married to Lady Betty Montague, 

408. 
Buljinchf iu docility recommended to Mr. Stanhope's imita- 
tion, 50. Ode on the death of one, 154. 
Burriih (Mr.), furnished Mr. Stanhope with reeo m me n da- 

tory letters to Munich, 300. 
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Xiisbeqfduifp^eaz good aeoount of the nfmners of the Tui%% 
301 

MumeaSf those frVo see only the outude of it imnt after ib 
bidden ehaana, 141. Easily rcconoileable with plesnr^ 
181. 189. 310. Business in one half of the day ift the best 
lireparative for ^leaaare the other half, 328. 

fitustf Rabvtin. See Sevign^, 

M*** (Lord), played un desnu der eartea, 372. likdy to 
aoeommodate matters with Mr. Pitt, 383. The oppoatiaa 
propose publidy to attack his lordship in parliament, 391. 
ProbabJy out-witted his antagonist into^a peerage, 40S. la 
politics, affected to be invisible, 414 



C£8ar, why more pleasing; than Cato, 310. 
Cagiiomi (Mons.), a very able man of business, lf4.v 
CaUiiSf the last town the Boglish kept possession of in RiHiee^ 

Calendar. See JVew sttle. 

Calprenadef the best of all the old romances^ 378. 

Cambridge, not a seminary of politeness, 218. 244. 289. 

Camitiua, aniiistanoe of his greatness of sou), 22. 

Cantojiy a sea^port in China, from whence aU ourtea and ehina 

is brought, 89. 
Capello (Mohs. and Madame), an intimacy in their fanilf 
recommended to Mr. Stanhope, 196. 199. < 
Capitals, universally the readence of arts and aeieneei^ ISI* 

198. 
Captains of fiat, few of them but what are better compsny 

than Ucscartes or Newton, 288. 
Cardinals, their number and authority, 113. A prefereoee 

expected by them pointed out, 187. 
Carving, a necessary accomplishment, 163. 
CoMondrn, some account of that romance, 7. It cannot te 

too much abridged, 278. 
Case (Madame de), handsome and invincibly nod«st, SS^ 
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tfVMM, two nevsr exactly alike^ 281. 
CiUilinef his conspiracy an unhappy subject fin* tragedy, 274. 
diio the CeTuor, vegre.tteU only three actions in his Ufe^ 9. 
CWiwortf when fiist institutedy,21. JLora Chesterfield assuin- 
^d a similar cbiiracter in his directions to Mr. Stanhope^ 
S(M. 
^leremQme9, though silly things in theratelTes^yet are necei- 
. mry to be known, 440. See Fttrma, 
Chambetmmdt^ have sometimes caused such rerolutions at 

couitsashave produced stiU greater changes, 283. 
Charltmngfket his crown stiU shown in the cathedral at Brus-*. 

aels, 73. 
Ckarle^ I. (king of England), his character, 93. 
Charlea 11. (king of England), his diaracter, 93. In what 

particular his reign meritorious, 217. 
Charier V. (empei*or of ^Germany, and king of Spain), a 

abort account of> 66. A saying of his, 215. 
Charles VI. (empei*or of Germany), some account of him, 

and his successor the queen of Hunganr, 76. 
Charles IX. (kiug of France), commisttoned Viscount Dort 
. to murder the Huguenots at Bayonne, 228. 
Charles XU. (king of Sweden), his heroism admired, but the 
. man no where beloved, 210. 
Charlotte (Qqeen), her character, 358. 
Chartres (Colonel), thoroughly sensible of the disadvantages 

attending the loss of character, 212. 
CAoMom (earl of), ^e IHtt. 

Chemists^ as they extract some spirit out of every suhsta^ce> 
ao a sensible man eticits something whii^ is worth knowing 
out of every being tliat be converses with, 135. 
Chesterfield (earl of), his motives for -writing the letters in 
this collection. Advertisement. Objections obviated, Po«^ 
ecript to Mrvertisemera, Ceasing to dictate as a parent, 
his lordship assumes the character of an indulgent f«ieud« 
lie. After strictly scmtinittng his son, candidly tells him 
the faults he hath discovered, 113. The post of secretary 
of state in some meaaure inflicted upon him, 116. Desires 
VOL. ni. F f 
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Mr. Stanhope to make hira the confidant of his 

mentBy 117. 13^. The errors attending the younger part 

of his lordship*! life arose from an amhition ofbeing eateem- 

* ed a man of pleasure, 1 19. When with Addison aod Popcj, 
flioaght himself in company as much above him aa if Jbe 

' had been vith all the princes in Barope, 128. Renews faia 

* entreaties to Mr. Stanhope, to consider him in the eharae- 
ter of a fhend, 132. Used to call the Irish his eoantiy- 
men, 136: Happy in resigning his office, 139. Pbichaa- 
ed the hall-piUars, stair-case, be. of Canons, 157. Receir- 
ed benefit from the Bath waters, 165. Always roaeeariy 
fai the morning, 171. Sent Mr. Stanhope his own diamond 
buckles, 186. Writes an imag^iiary dialogue between Mr. 
Stanhope and a disnpated Englishman, 193. His strict at- 
tention to purity <tf language, 206. Differs from Cleeroin 
his definition of an orator, iUd. His d^nition of prose 
and poetry, 25. His embarrassment on entering ti*e 
gay world, how shaken off, 213. Built a new picture-gaMe- 
ry at Blackheath, 226. Brought into parliament a bUI fir 
reforming the calendar, 244. 248. Tells Mr. Stanhope 
what perfections he shall expect from him when they meeti 
246 Convinced of the importance of eloquence, applied 
himself early to it, 247. Commissions Mr. Stanhope to 
purchase for him two pictures by Tidan, 251. Sends three 
pieces of mohair to Paris, 259. His own account of his 
entrance into the great world, 261. A bm% mot of his lord- 
ship's, 278. His uncommon anxiety for Mr. Stanhope's 
acquiring erery perfection, 279. A remarkable instance 
of his Iordship*s inclination to please, when first he vas 
embassador in Holland, 282. Is fearful lest his own former 
passnon for play should operate to the prejudice of Mr. 
Stanhope's character, 283 Acknowledges his own success 
in life to be more owing to les mardirety than to any supe- 
rior degree of merit or knowledge, 285. Cut off bydesf- 
ness from the pleasure of society, 289. His adroitness^ ia 
1744, at the Hague, 291. Acknowledges his juvenile wet- 
nesses, 294. Leftoffbnyingpicturesinthe way of ttffv, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. da& 

S95. Regrets bis neglect of the art of pleasing in his 
youtbj 29(L Receives a present from the Eleetreas Pala* 
tine» in return for some fans he had sent her^ 297. Di- 
• gested a set of maxims for the use of Mr. Stanhope, 298. 
Describes the weariness occaaiol^ed by the company of a 
worthy relation, who was sensible and learned, but defi- 
cient in knowledge of the world, in manners, and in ad- 
dress, 299. His remarks on Oriental history, particularly 
that of the Jews, aOl. Had an extraordinary harbet 
brought him from France, ibid. Reading becomes his only 
refuge, 305. What his practice at Cambridge, on meet- 
ing with shining pieces of eloquence, 307. His great ob- 
ject was, to be at all erentB a speaker in parliament, 308. 
Describes his first entrance mto the house of commons, 338. 
Retirement, which was his choice when in health and spir- 
its, at length became indispensable, 309. His conduei 
when lord lieutenant of Ireland, ibid. Wishes only to be 
the couDselloi and minister to Mr. Stanhope's rising ambi- 
tion, 309. Spoke in parliament before he was of age, and 
experienced on that occasion the indulgence of the house, 
3X1. What the motive of his playing whilst at Bath, 314. 
Foresaw the secret aim of the treaty in 1746 between the 
two empresses, 315. Received benefit from the Bath wa- 
ters, 333. Laments tlie situation of his countiy, 324. 
His way of life at Bath, ibid The melancholy state of 
his health, 332. Sends Mr. Stanhope some quadrille-ta- 
Ues, 335. Is not anxious to prolong life, but wishes to mi- 
tigate its evils, 343. When, and why, he learnt the Span- 
ish kinguage, 352. Nourished at Blackheath by an ass, 
a cow, and a goat, ibid, Yertumnus and Pomona propi- 
- tiflius to him, 353. In what manner he bore disappoint- 
ments, 355. Enables Mr. Stanhope, to extricate himself 
from some pecuniary inconveniences, ibid, Blaekheath 
properly his habitation, 359. Is attacked for the first time 
by some symptoms of the stone and gravel, 369. Fixed 
a separation between his brother and his wife, 371. Diffi- 
culties attending that negotiation, 372. At seventy years of 
^, found nothing either worth desiring or fearing, 37$« 
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Sends Mr. Stanhop« five Irandred foMd% fbrotte ^(laMer 
of a fear's dlowanoe, 380. Reduced tQ the miserable si(« 
nation of the sphinx's riddle, 394 Sends Mr. Sunhope 
two hnndred pounds for a Christmas-bov, d95. Gave his 
proxy for repealing the American stam^-aet^ 997. Inuig^- 
«d he had some skill in mediemet 402. His disorder in 

- 1732'ira8 a febrtf e huiaoar vhieh fell into his legs, 405. 
The South of Pranee, in 1741, snatched him froiQ the 
f;rave, 407. His prescription for the hcad-a<^ 415. Gon- 
tiniies veiT lame and wesk, and despain of e^er getting 

' ttnr strength in his legs, 418. Calls himself a nfry gmd 
fwack, 419. Relied too moch on the promSae of a great 
minister, ibid, 8ea<h Mr. S«nnhop« some of the daehess 
of Somerset's snnff, 432. ApproTcs of the manner in which 
Us son was buried, and wirikes to see Mrs. Stanhope and 
her two ^Idren, SSU Takes opon himself the whole 
charge of the diildren, 484. Fixes them at sshool with 
Mona. Pemy, 425. Gives Mrs Stanhope, from Badi, a 
deflcriptioA of his own state of health, 426, 427. ifisob- 
florvations on the fflanthig of pines and onks, 429. His 
remaib On the maxims of cardinal de Retz, 433. Max- 
ims by bis Xiordship^ 434. His humourons petition to 
King Gem^ the Second, 439. Recommends Mrs. de- 
land to Madame de Tenetn, 442. Had no skill in fortnne- 
telling, 449. Bzchatiges coqaetry for friendship, 444i 
AcknowIe<)ges the fovonr of Mr. Jemingham*s elegant ver- 
aes, 446. The Gmb*street writg;rs fathered their pradvc- 
tionson his lordship, 449. Acknowledges the civilities of 
Sir Thomas Robinson, ibid» 450. ' 

<JhevaUer det ordrea du rti\ or^n of that title, 270. 

iHhevreuse (Madame and Mademoiselle de), f^vened %f 
the dmidi for the time being, 436. 

C^jt (Cardinal), what aremarkable particularity In him, 190. 

CMlde (sir^osiah), his little book on Trade commended, 299. 

China, oonquered by the Tartars, 89. Reckoned the most 
Iiopnleas ooontiy in the world, iMd. Its emperors, abso- 
hile as they we, govern wi«h justice ande^wty, 2SI. 
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Ckronoh^, it8nfttnreandii>e» 3440. 

Ctmdkigh (Miss), visited Mr. Stanhope at Dresden, 391, 

d9£» Her absence from the duke of Kingston a dangerous 

experiment, bat it succeeded well, 393. Well versed ^in 

the arts of courts, 40a 
Cicero f no man succeeded better as an orator, 10. His epis- 
tles are the most perfect model of good wiiting, ibid. 

Partioularlj those to Atticus^ 123. His philosophical itorks 

highly admired, dl%, 
dviliti/y particularly due to all women, 95. 
C^n»6'ft«« of inferiora and rustics often troublesome and dla- 

gusting to men of rank, 26. 
Clasticaiwcrkayti gentleman should understand those of 

every language, 273. 
(JUmdiant his encomiums on virtue, 68. 
CUdrcau, (Mons.), gives Lord Chesterfield a fHendly ae« 

count of Mr. Stanhope^ 297. 
CleanUneMf an indespensable doty, 186. 
Cleland (Mrs.), recommended by Lord Chesterfield to Mad- 
ame de Tendn, 442. 
Clerici (Madame), her house at Milan, the resort of people 

of fashion, 215. 
CUve^ (Captain). See.4<iix. 
Code FrederigWf its good effects, 305. 
Coderc^ (Mons.), insUuetcd Mr. Stanhope in modem liis- 

tory, geography, and chronology, 96. 
Colat (an ignoi<ant insignificant Erenchman), epigram on his 

death, 48. 
Cold bath, prejudicial in arthritic or rheumatic cases, S97. 
CoUana, what it oiiginHllv was, and what it now is, 217. 
Co/man(Mr.), remarks obhiscpmedy (the Jealous Wife), 359. 
Commendationa from men ^f merit, the greatest plea8iii*e 

aoy body can feel, lOL Observation of Tacitus on the 

same, ibid. 
Commerce^ remarks on that of France, 236. 

ComndaHona, a man should avoid the charging himself with 

each as are trifling, 264. 

Ff3 
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Common-place obaervoHont, ihe w^ibatj topics of ' 

tnd eoxcombs, 150. 
iJmnpang, Tvo sorts nf good eompany ; and eveiy nmtfcai 

it in his power, Vy deserving it, to get into the best, ISS. 

Roles for conyersation in mixed oempanies, 199. Gencnl 

dhreetions for conduct in cdtopan}', 166, 167. Notluiigfaniist 

yoiingmsnsomuch as respectable and superior«oinpttiT, 374. 
t^wnte de CrobaUs (two little vohimes so called) ^ontaiM the 

eztraTagancics of tlie Jewish Rabbins, used to ttas dqr by 

the Cabalists and Rosicraeians, 164. 
Cmiffi'eve (Mr.), points out a sort of critSes to wliom aadMit 

are accidentally obliged, 282. 
^^onneariom, what sort of them most digible, 2Sl, 
Conscience, nothing so comfortable as a good one, 4t. A 

bad one represented by an allegory, ibid. 
Contdoitsness, the term defined, 41. 
Consular gorvenvmenty its institution a remarlcable eposfaft 

in the Roman history, 20. 
Consuiy tiie god of counsel, 18. 
Contempt^ nothing more impatiently borne, or less fbrgivn^ 

113. Wrongs may be forgiven, but contempt never is^ 155. 

It should therefore most carefully be concealed, 161. 
C&nti (prinoc of), governed by his sister, 43§. 
Convent. See Mr dn Cottvent, 
Conversation^ how conducted by a well-bred man. 111. 
Conxoay (General), his character, 389. Desired by the lang 

tokeep theseals till a successor could be app<Mnted, 413. 417. 
Corinth, its commerce considerable, 53. 
Comeille, the restorer of true taste in France, 237. 
Corsicans, a short a^coimt of, 320. 

Cow^ (Countess), commissions Mr. Stanhope to scjB some dia- 
monds for her, 383. 
Cotterelie (Sir Clement), why sent to Holland, to invest the 

prince of Oi-ange with knighthood, 349. 
Cotten grows uponslH-ubs or bushes about three feethigh, 88. 
CovetouaneaOf exemplified by an anecdote, 28. 
Countenance f should always be kept unmoved and Unemlar- 
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KMsed, 18d. People tmused to the world have babbling 
ooontetianoea, 277. See Jhrnceur, 

Couniry^ to die in defence of it, the most glorioaB of all ac* 
tions, 13. 

CourUmd (duchess of), estreflnelf veil4>red, 135, V^. 

Courtier', -iritboat |»arts and knowledge, the most fiiTolous 
of human faeingB, 150. Hot more adroit, in dissimulatioa 
than many a country &rraer, ^i-d. His employment is as 
mueh a trade as a shoemaker's, 283. "^ 

Courts, the best schools for teaching the manners of ihe 
iMirld, US. Bemarksonthem, t90> 191. Theb^tke|L 
to character, 257. Merit without favour does little there, 
283. Their maniires personal, kxsal, and temporal, 289^ 
The theatre of war to a negotiator, 298.- 

Covfpei* (Lord Chancellor), in /wluit his strength as an orator 
consisted, 250; 

Cranmer (Mr.), a very sensible merchant, 173. 

Craven (Lord), the professed and valorous kQight-erranl to 
the queen of Bohemia, 375. Mr. Harte had free access 
to his iordahip's papers, ibid, 

Crebillon the youngeVy his literary character, 237. 248. Al- 
hisioos to a sentimental novel of his, 253. An absurdity 
in one of his tragedies, 274. 

Cromvfell (OTiver), his act of navigation gave a severe blow 
to a oon^en^le article of the Dutch profits, 433. 

Cumberland (duke of), remarks on the neutrality which his 
royal highness concluded with Mardial Richelieu, 319. His 
arrival in England expected to make a bustle, 320. Re* 
Bgned his commissioB, 322. No probabilitj of his resum- 
ing his employment, 333. Talked of bringing his conven- 
tion VLodet the oogniaanceof the parliament, 324. 

Cunoaifyf, by what means it may be gratified without appear* 
ing impertinent, 14U 

Curiut, his dismtereatedness, 47. 

Customs. See Forms. 

C c Madam), elopes from her husband^ and comes tXl 
I/mdoa mih a jov«Uor> 350. 
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Dandng^ how far a neeessary qualification, 104. Thoa^ a 
trifle ki itself, gives an halHtaany g«i)|eel cairnge, 169. 

Dante, his language obscure and difficult, 217. 

Daphne^ whj changed into « laarel, 8. 

Dauphifiy why the heir apparent of France so called, 79. 

Dcty of Judgement, a poem of Dr. Swift's under that title, 887. 

Decemviri, elected for the institution of new laws in the year 
of Rome 300, the Romans before that period haiing no 
written statutes, 22. 

Decency, one of the most important points of life, what 
it properiy is, 31. 

Deffenfeldt (Madame), a Dutch beanty, 300. 

Demagogues, should be cautious of assembling the pc^Rilaee 
unnecessarily, 162. 

Demosthenes, some account -o£^ II. Became a celebrated 
orator, notwithstanding he laboured under many natnrd 
disadvantages, 77. 10^. 207. His definition tf the reipu* 
sites for an orator, 71. 

Denmark (king of ), weitpaid by France for his neutrafity,S52. 

Description, its importance in poetry, 57, 58. 

Devonshire (duke of), laboured hard to reconcile the mfaus- 
try, 322. His resignation an important event, 362. 

De Witt (pensionai^), by what means he was enabled to 
pursue plea8Ui*e amidst a multiplicity of buahiesi^ 121. 
211. 283. 

Diumonds an article nobody would purchase withoot see- 
ing, 383. 

Dictator, the origin of that office at Rome, 19. 

Dido, her history epitomized, 4, 

Jhet of the empire, what it is, and where held, 73. 

Diogenes ridicules the inhabitants of Megara for their ituStk 
lence and neglect of education, 30. A wise man for dea* 
pising ceremonies, but a ' fool for showing that he Si 
so, 104. 

Disaffected, how the term is used, 103. 

Disappointments^ easily home by a wise inan, 355. 
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9i^nmkaUni, tio bunncss coo 1»e curried on without some 
degi^e^of it, 185. See SimulaHon, 

XHstick made upon the good faitaue of the- house of Aus- 
tria in their marriages, 76. 

J)orche9ter (Lady), an odd saying of hers, 171. 

Jior%et (duke Qf)j remarks on his admiQi9tration iu Ireland^ 
309. 

^ort ( Visemmt), his spirited tetter to Charles IX, of France, 
when commissioned to murder the Huguenots at Bay- 
onne, S28 

Jihueeur of ctmrumanee recommended, 301. 

J)re8ckny the priee of the neeessaries of life exorbitant in 
that city, 6S0, 

DrcBS^ in what tlie diflferenee «f it between a man of sense 
and a fop consists, 104. An attention to it recommended, 
1 IS What the fashionable dress for gentlemen in the year 
1748, 173 A-man's sense and character may be judged 
from it, iUd. Rules for it, 201. One of the various ingre- 
dients that contribute to the art of pleasing, 201. 

Mhinhmfff how an excess in it may be decently avoided, 284% 

Ihaikirk, belonged formerly to the Spaniards, taken by 
Oliver Cromwell, and sold to France, 72. 

JDu Pin (Madame,) had beauty, art, and reading, 252. An 
arrcengement with that lady recommended, 255, 256, 270. 

Jihuval (Mons.), recommended to Mr. Stanhope, .41 6. Gives 
Lord Chesterfield an account of Leipsig and of Mr. Stan- 
hope, 158. Uia challenge to the If^tter gentleman iu 
rhyme^ 171. 

£ 
Earthquakee, in the year 1750 two were felt at I^ondon in 

twenty-eight days, 320, 
Education^ its impoi*tance, 147. 
Edvm-dt U. Ul. IV, Y. (kings of EngUind), their charac- 

terS, 93. 
Edward VI. succeeded to the tlirone at nine years old^ and 

4iad at fift^D^ 93. 
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348 INDEX . 

EgoUtMy Aoald be baDished from eonvfinatioBy 199. b as 
proper and satisfactory amongst intimate frienda, as it ia 
impertinent and ill-placed amongst strangerSy 328. 

JEgremont (carl of,) died of an apoplexy, 370. Hia coonteas 
y/9^ afterwards married to Count Bruhl, 411. 

BinfieiUen (count de), questioned very closely by Lord Ches- 
terfield, 188. 

Elections, the phrensy of them carried in 1768 to an amaz- 
ing height in this kingdom, 421. 

ESot (Mr ) gives a favourable account of Mr. Stanhope, 149. 
His concern at the loss of his father, 169. His friendship 
brought Mr. Stanhope into parliament, 307. 309. 

EHzabeth (queen of England), her character, 93. 

Ems (Mr.), nephew to Lord Chesterfield, 400. A red rib- 
and and a negoliation into Spain intended for him, idid. 

Eloquence, more necessary, from the nature of the Engfiait 
constitution in this country than in any other, 205. 207. 
The works of Cicero and Plato have been preserved to 
posterity by their eloquence, 312. 

Employmenty whether in business or in pleasure, should be 
attended to, 130. 

EmiiJation, a sensible pleasure, and a warrantable pride, 113. 

England, originally called Britain, 93. Invaded by the 
Danes, iUd. What the two great epochas in its history, 
153. The only) monarchy in the world that oan properly 
be said to have a constitution, 221. In the year 1764 ap- 
peared supinely tame to the insults of France and Spain, 
381. 383. 

English, a mauvaise konte, and an awkward bashfulnessy or 
entbarrassrnent, their distinguishing character, 44. 69. 293. 
Spoken badly by almost all E^nglish people wlio have no 
learning, 92. Why foi*eign travel is generally useless to 
them, til. Are very often, even in parliament, incredibly 
ignorant of foreign affairs, 139. Which the best of their 
authors, 211. 273. The English coffee Jiouse at Paris a 
most degrading place, 222. Character of the MHotm Jb»' 
^Uda there, 223. Their gallantries (in foreign .countrift) 
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' fkVre a low turn, 22r. ETciy porter to England is a con- 
summate politician, 248. 

JSntf^^ent, a French term for the polite jargon of good com* 
pany, 165. 

JEhwy, a mean and most tormenting passion, $% BeautilfuIIy 
described by Ovid, 56. 

JEon (M. de). See Guerchy. 

epitaph on Colas, a vain obscure Frenchman, 106. On A 
virtuous and beautiful young lady, ibid^ 

epithets, what they are, 32. Illusti-ated by a striking pat- 
sage from Ovid, 58. 

Error, is properly the object of compassion, not of persecu* 
tion or ridicule, 126. 

Eiaex (earl of), on the point of marriage with Miss Bla- 
den, 429. 

Eatrade (Mons. de), his letters commended, 280. 

JEstradea (comte de), his character as an embassador, 281. 

Eugenia (a tragetly by Mr. Francis), its reception 'on thf 
English stage, 272. 273. 

JExchange, the technical terms of it easily acquired, 320. A 
dull, but usefiil, knowledge, 350. 



Fabridui, his remarkable moderation, 47. 

Fagel (the greffier), his character, 433. 

Fomi&arity, should not be indiscriminate, 190. 

Fashion. See Dreaa. 

Favours, ihe greatest, by being awkwardly conferred, may 
give offence^ 249. 

Female poUUca, do not originate from the head, 436. 

FeneUm (archbishop of Cambray), some remarks on his 
genelral character, and particularly on his conduct in res- 
pect to Madame Maintenon, 295. 

Ferdhumd Se6 Brunarudck, 

Firman (Baron), his panegyric on Mr. Stanhope, 191. ' 

Flappers, their offiee at Lapdta, 131, 194. 
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FlaSiery aUowaUe wiih women, 95. In wkat maiuMrlt 
should be used, 129. 182. 183. Evcr^ womaa majbe 
gained by any sort of it, aud orery mau by some ^aoit or 
other, 275. Though a base coin, is the neeessary^ pocikct- 
ni6neyat«oart, 434. Ste Beauty^ Underttanding^, 

Hemming- (Coaiit) well cakulated to retrieve tbe Suob 
finaoecs, 381. Thongh a hot man, a wise one, d«7. ifii 
death, 413. 

Folly. See Weakness, 

Fmtenelle (Abb«*), Ua Plurality dea MondeamSfvrmMaguA 
pleasing, 170. 249. 

Foreign btuinees, the immedtate object of Mr. Stanboye^^ 
destination, 238. 

Foreign mi.dstera, in what manner they should tmsact bi^ 
,sineas, 164. Their profesaon has an agreeable peculiarity 
in it, 248. The French greatly superior to the £Dg^9h ia 
this department, ibid. Should never ^ under the necei- 
. sity of trusting to a translator for anj^B^pean langoage, 
285. Can never be good men of busines^-^nleas tliey are 
also agreeable men of pleasure, 290. The poiitieai differ- 
ences of their courts should never influence tlieir penonal 
behaviour, 327. Instructive maxims for them, 434. 

Foreign travel. See Travelling. 

ForgetfidneaSf proceeds singly from want of attention, 71. 

Forma, their difference in diffeijeDt natians shoukllie att)eride4 
to, 125. 194. 289. A\ 

Fortifieation, how far aknoWleog^f that acienee neeeHary 
to a gentleman, 156. 181. 

V Fox (Mr. Henry), on the death of Mr. PeDiam, talked of 
for prime minister, 3tO- Some traits ot his charaeter, 
ibid. Declared secretary of state, 311. Resigned the day 
following, 312. Endeavoured to reconcile the ralmstiy, S2S. 

Foxhuntera, a spedes of beings appropriated to tfaia lung* 
dom, 262. 

France, the names of the twelve xirovincet into which h ii 
divided, with a short account of 0Mh, 82. Nobody tbert 
bows to the king) or kisses his haad/i^. What a 
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•4^e period in its lastofy, 152. Possesses pectdiar ndvUnta- 
Se« over other countries, 160. Their monarchs gentld 
trom oastom, thoagh without any oonstitutional bar to tlieir 
Vill, S2i. What parts of the history of that kingdom 
most necessary to be studied, S41. Remarks on its com- 
merce, 236. 260 ; on its parliaments, 266 ; on some ob- 
scure lav-terms, S67. . Hath always profited skilfully of 
its having guarantied the treaty of Munster, 275. The 
oonfusions arising from the disputes between its clergy and 
I^ariiament, 303. The affairs of that Idngdom grow se- 
rious, 304. Supplied all the foreign markets with sugar^ 
320. Rllfiarks on their Chreatened invasion of England, 
356. In 1764, France and Spain insulted this country with 
impunity, 381. 

JTrancU I. (king of France), his delicacy in the choice of a 
person he was to receive knighthood fi'Om, 348. 

Fronde (Mr.). See Eugenia, 

Frederick IF. (king of Prussia), when be killed any quantity 
of wild boars, oompellecf the Jews to purchase them, 308. 

Wrederich III. (king of Prussia), the greatest and most vir- 
tuous man, and the ablest prince, in Europe, 287. S35, In 
a very critical situation, 317. 319. Reflections on a signal 
victory gained by thiit monarch, with some outlines of his 
•haradter, 32*. That victory of his of more importance 
than at first it seeme<l to be, 326, &97, Though in 1758 the 
Prusnan monarch wav^in<Xord Chesterfield's opinion, nee 
pharilme impar, yet n the plures seemed to amount to a 
great deal of plurality, it was feareck that his courage and 
abilities must yield at last, 328. Mr. Stanhope advised to 
recommend himself to that king's notice. 331. Pursued the 
advantages he had gained, S33. The prince of Prussia's 
death was no n^fortone to the public, 337. The kmg sur- 
rounded by an immense nmnbcr of foes, 339, 340. His 
great actions disgrace preceding histories, niid incline us to 
give creilit to romances, 342. Speculations on liis probably, 
future conduct, 348. 351. His procedure towards count 
Hamming, 386. His character lowered by comparison witk 
TOUHL Gg 
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that of Prince Henry, 392. Heflectiws oa W» tetoaded 

intfti-view -with the Emperor Joseph, 399 
French, naturaHy easy, free, and iwlite, 44. 69^ Those qualifi- 
cations eover many of their faults, 117. Who tbdr hest 

olasacal writers, 273. . 
Fnendship, professions of it from strangers should be re- 

ceived with civility, but not repaid with confidence, 108. 

209. Real friendship^ a slow grower, 128. 
Fntit, though verj' wholesome, aihould be eaten with cantioo, 

189. 
Furies (the three), their names and offiee, 56. 

G 

GaUantry, at Paris, is a necessary part of a woman of fashion's 

' establishment, 227 ; and of a man of fashion's, 240. A mm 

to it, of great service to a foreign minister, 248. In what 

manner conducted by a man of fashion, S56. 

GaUey-ilaveB (in France), consist chiefly of Turks and en- 

minals, 79. 
GiiOican church, its dispute with the crown a very, import- 
ant question, 262. -o • ooo 
Gaming, in what manner a stranger is led to it at Pans, 223. 
Genealogy, a favourite sciende in Gefsmany, 125. 
Gentleman, of what namre his decent expenses at Paris, 23S. 

Has but twoproc^d^9, when injured or affironted, 191. 
Geofrain (Madame), had a g^t deal of wit, 252. 
Geography, a proper amusement fiwr short evenings, 9. ne- 
cessarily the companion of history, 33. A general idea d 
the science, and its use explaineil^ 28. 
George II. (king of England), detested gaining, 283. Nobody 
more expert in ah parts of good-breeding, that b^ng the 
particular of every man's chajsaoter of which he first io- 
formed himself, 284. Had a good opinion of Mr. Stan- 
hope, 318. 323. Presented the prince of Wales with aae^ 
vice of plate, 325. His death expected, from a whimaesl 
reason, 347. 
Get^ge 111. (king of England), hia mtyes^^UlBew in 17^ 

\ 
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DO trlfiing one, SSf . Showed a public dislike to his old ser- 
TftDts, 388. Hm goodness to Lonl Chatham, 410. 

Cferman, a very useful language to a negotiator, 224. 

Germamfi some aoeount of its nine electors, 83 Great events 
frequent in that empire, 153. Remarks on the courts^ 278. 
A map, and some short book of travels through it, necessary 
companions on the Gcrmaa roads, 278. Its courts much 
more nice and scrupulous, in points of ceremony, respect^ 
and attention, than the greater courts of France and £ng* 
land, 285. Nothing but making the empire hereditaiy in 
the house of Austria can give it a proper strength and effi- 
cacy, 286. The German ladies have always a great sliai^ 
in state afiairi, 436. 

Germans, seklom troubled with any extraordinary ebullitions 
of wit, 285. 

Ghent, the capita] of Austrian Flanders, 72. 

G^ne, (Sir John), his unsoeeessful motion for annual par- 
liaifients, 329. 

Good-breeding', & most necessary and important knowledge, 
44. Strongly recommended, 69. 80. The principal of tliose 
lesser talents wliich are most absolutely necessary to mak- 
ing a man beloned and sought after in private life ; a gen- 
teel easy manner beingof great consequence towards pleas- 
ing^ 74. To be acquired when young, 80. Directions for 
Attaining it, 94. Further enlarged upon, 95. Its effects. 111. 
All the talents in the worid useless without it, 135. Defin- 
ed, 200, 201, 202. With' the greatest part of the world, 
passes for good-nature, 291. Is the best security against thdB 
ill-manners of others, 434. ■ 

Good company, that expression defined, 161. 165. 

Qood-mannerBi to diose one does not love, is no more a breach 
of truth, than * Your hnmble servant' at the bottom of a 
letter, 277. The settled medium of social, as specie is of 
commercial life, 304. 

Goths, some account of their origin and government, 81. 
Subvert the whole Ronian empire, tbid. 

^u/, the distemper of « gentleman, 393. 
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Gi»ver (Earl), made president of the eonneil^ 41 r. 

Graces, cannot be too lAueh attended to, 143. There is na 
doing -wttbont them in the Beau monde, 163. Mr. Ix>ckc 
lays great stress on their attmnment, 168. Mr. Stanhope^s 
deficiency in them gently reprimanded, 179. A deTOtioa 
to the Graces strongly recommeDded, 101. 181. 191, 192. 
195. 218. 281. 

Grafton (Duke of), his character, 389. His reason for re- 
signing in 1766 the office of secretary of state, 398. Ua- 
certaiii whether he was to continue at the head of the trea- 
sury, 417. Engaged to bring Mr. Stanh<q>e into parfiament, 
if ix>ssible, on a vacancy, 419. 

Grefiv'Ue (Earl), had the ablest head in England, 366. 

Gi'uve (Viscount de), his tragedy, called • Varon,* the gene- 
ral topic ot conversation at Paris, 269. Remarks on it, 27a 

Greek, the importance of acquiring that language, 49. 

Greenland, a vulgar notion, that words freeze there as tiie^ 
are ottered, 137. 

Grevehhop (Mons,), Mr Stanhope corresponded trifli \am 
in the German language, 161. LordChestcrfidd'samaimcB- 
sis, 306. 

Gtiarim, character of Ijis Pastor Fido, 217. 

GuoBco (Abb6), his character, 226. 24©. «4«. 246. A da- 
niond ring sent him by Lord Chesterfield, 249. 

Guerchj (Mons. de), particulars of his differenee with M. 
d'Eon, 387. A bill found against him at Hieks's Hall, bat 
stopped by a tioU prosequi from the king, iiid, 

Guenm^re (M. de U), an attention to him reeommeoded, 
222. 

Gunarchif, whence that term derived, 350. 

H. 

Jl^r much more ornamental than the best-made wig, 158. 
^r"*^"^. '^^^ ^hcn appointed secw^tary of stale, p«. 

ir ZIa ' '^"'^^""'^ department, 372. 

Wh some particulars of that city, Slfi. Party -pJrit 

7^^?^^^%,::^^^- ^-' «^- -^^ «-•• - 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. ^ 

MamUUm (daeheesof)j married Colonel Campbell (since duke 
of Argyll) in prefeBence to the duke of B— r, 350. 

Hampden (Mr. John), Lord Clarendon's character of him, 
207. 

Jfmiff&Ty some accoant of, 83. It^ history recommended to 
Mr. Stanhope's attention, 285. The inaction of the army 
there censured, 3S9. 

Mfarcourt (Marshal de), his MS. letters (in the possession of 
Liord Chesterfield) clear op an important period in the his- 
toid of £urope, 280. His character as an ambassador, 281. 

Mardmcke (earl of), his friendship to Mr. Stanhope, 326 . 
331. 

Haro (Don Lewis de), by constant and' cool -perseverance, in 
a treaty with Cardinal Mazarin, obtained several important 
advantages, 227. • 

Marrington (earl of), when he went to resign the seals, ex- 
pected he should have been pressed to keep ihcm, 323. 

Marte (Mr.), meets with an accident, 181. 185. His attention 
to Mr. Stanhope acknowledged, 218. Takes possession of 
his prcbendal house, 246. Remarks on his History of Gus. 
tavus Adolphus, 353, 354. The success being unequal to 
his hopes, his health affected by it, 361. 363. Proposed 
publishing an improved edition of his History, 364. Deject- 
ed and dispirited, 374. Intended to print a great poetical 
work, 376. Published a good treatise on agriculture, 381. 
A better poet than philosopher, 885. Severely attacked by 
the palsy, 405, 406. 412. 417. %22. 

Maate, very diiferent from hurry, 190. 

Maughtineai to servants and inferiors highly condemned, 293. 

Mmd-ach, remedy for it, 415. 

MsaUhf deserves more attention than life, 99. 

JSgcht (Mons.), the Russian resident af Hamburgh, 327. His 
reveries chimerical, ibid. 

Hector, some account of, 7. 

ffeiruius (Pensionary), govemed by the duke of Marlbv- 
rougb^ 168. 

Os2 
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BenauU (Mods.)^ h» Bittnre ChnmUiigigue de la FroMB 

st'vrigly reco::. mended, 231. 
J/ennade (an ep'jc poem by M. Vduire), its ebancter, a92. 
Jferijy L II. lU. IV. V. VI. VIl. VllL (kings of England), 

their characters, 93* 
Henry IV. (kh.g ot France), generafly beloved, 210. Had all 
tlie accomplishments and Tirtues of a hero and a king, 231. 
Hertford (earl of), Mr. Stanhope directed to wait on him at 

Paris, 37.3. 
Hervey (Lady), her character, 231. 336. 288. 244. Mr. Stan- 
hojjo's panegyrist, 258. A caution given him respecting that 
laHy, 263. A conversation of hers with Lord ChesterBdd, 
272. 
Bea8e Cassel (princess of), testiniooy of her esteem for Mr. 
Stanhope, 334. An attention to ti^t eoitvt cojoinsd him, 
344, 345. 367. 
BiUiborovgh (Lord), appomted secretarj of state for Ameri- 
can flff;ur8, 417. 
ilippmnenei and Jtalanta. See Avarice. 
ffiStorianSf most of them show a provoking contempt for ha- 

mnnity in general, 297. 
BUstory^ what it propei-ly is, 33. 35, Caution necessary in 
reading it, 160. Why always read to most advantage in the 
country it treats of, 232. 
Moc age, a maxim among the Romania sigmfying^ De wbdt 

yoii are ftboyt, and do that only, 71. 
Moldemea9e (earl of), commhnieates to Lord Chesterfield the 
ofEce-lctters of Mr. Stanlu^e, 318. Requested tlie king to 
permit Mr. Stanhope's coming to England for his health, 
353. 
MoUand, the finest and richest of the United Provinces, 1. 
Its principal towns/ the cleanliness of its stoeets, and ex- 
tensivcncss of its trade, ibid. How far its inftuence ex- 
tends over the other provinces, 433. See Statea- General. 
Mop (Mons.) his character, 282. 

Morace, his Art of Poetry his master-piece, 166. In whit 
"^Hnncr that poet was read by a thzifty manager of tiale. 
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tSS, Waft of opinSoii that vater-drinkers eould never be 

good ivritien, 428. 
Worses, the Persian, the best in the world, 88. 
Ilotham (Sir Charles), recommended to Mr. Stanhope, 247. 
Jhtet (Bp.) his Treatise on the Commerce of the Ancients 

commended, 160. 
Hugo (Dr.) a skilful physician at Hanov^, 9864 
Hume (Mr.) his essays recommended, 317. 
i/i^ig'ar^ (empress-queen of), acceded to the fanuly-eompact^ 

380. 
Bunting, difference between the practice of it in Euglaiid 

and in France, 262. 
HvnHngdtm (earl of), his character, 231. 243. 263. 

I. 

Jamet I. (king of England), his character, 93. 

James II. (king of England), some account o^ ildd. 

Japan^ short account of, S9. 

Idleness^ the mother of all vice, 9. It is scarcely possible to 
conceive that a reasoning being can squander away a sin- 
gle minute in absolute idleness, 173. Seldom leaves a man 
a moment's leisure, 320, .321. 

Jecntnin (President), his letters vety useful, 280. 

Jeny8 (Soame), his little poem, called < The Country Las^' 
and the answer to it commended, 351. 

Jermngham (Edward), his verses to Lord Chesterfield, 445. 

Jerusalem, some account of, 87. Destroyed by Titus the Ro- 
man emperor, 85. 

Jesuits, the roost able and the best governed society in 
the world, 197. 208. bome account of their institution^ 
2C8. Keflcctions on their expulsion from Spain, 410. 

JevfS, the absuidity of some of their modern historians, 301. 
The bill for their general naturalization injudiciously re- 
pealed, 303. 

Ignorance, a seeming one veiy often a necessary part of 
worldly knowledge^ 298. 
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JmtaHon, all amiable qualifications to be acquired bj it, 2f4. 

Jtiaitention, Uie never-fiiiUng sign of a little frivoleos mind, 
108. 36^ Nothing more offensive, 194. SIS. 

Indoatatif some account of, 89. 

Inferiors, how to be treated, 36. 

Jnjlttenza, in 1776, epidemical at London, 41S. 

Injury, sooner forgot than insult^ 113. » 

IntercBty the prevailing principle in life, 296. 

Jnterregnuniy can hapi>en only in elective kingdoms, 18. 

IntrepicUftf, we are more surprised at particular inaUi^Bees of 
it in times.past, tlian in much greater which haii^en before 
our eyes, 162. 

Johi d*Arques, short account of, 93. 

J9hti (Mademoiselle,) her romantic exjiedition to Cngland^ 
331. Rejects the offer of five hundred pounds, 332. 

Jointure, an observation on her present majesty^ S6a 

Joker, nearly allied to a buffoon, 190. 

Jolt/ (Cardinal,) his Memoirs recommended, 436. 

Joseph (the present emperor of Germany), his ^uffacter^ 
399. 

Ireland, what made Lord Chesterfield's administration easy 
there, 309. What confused the Duke of Dorset's, ibid. 

Irish, the healthiest and strongest men in. Europe, 136. 

Irmiy, the most effectual method of exposing vice and fofiy^ 
27. 

Italy, from the time of the Goths, hath been ^sonstantly torn 
in pieces, 153. The language of that countiy easily attain- 
able by those who are skilled in French and liatin, 199. 
Charles the Fifth said he should f^koosetoxpeakto his mis- 
tress in it, 215. Authors of invention few amongst them, 
217. Wlio their best iwose writers, ibid. 

JuUus Casar, an instance of his true greatness of soul, 23; 
of his clemency, 65 ; of his thirst for glory, 91 ; of his 
abilities, 224. 
Justice, its administration in various countries, a proper ob» 

ject of inquiiy, 151. 
Iwan (the Russian prince), reflections on his death, 383; 
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Keith (Mr.) employed at the court of St Petersburg, 326i.- 
Sets off thither in conscience of Lord Ghesterfield's-sug- 
gc'StiOQ, 827. 

JSitig of the Romans^ question relative to his election^ 24Q» 
Farther reflections on that subject, 386. 

JSngSf a veli-brefl man converses as mudh at his ease with 
them as with his equals, 151. 259.' Those reign ^ost se-. 
cure, and 'the most absolute, who reign in the hearts of 
the people, 293. In what their education differs from that 
of other men, and in what manner their favour is to be 
gained, 434. 

Kingiton (duke of,) a remark on Miss Chudldgh's quitting 
his grace for the waters of Carisbadt, 392. 

Xmghta of the garter, in what manner they are electee], 
440. 

Ktiiphauien (Mons.) his character, 332. 334. Disliked a ne- 
gotiation of M. Munchausen, 343. 

J&unoledgef a comfortable and necessary retreat in advan- 
ced age, 133. None^ but the ignorant despise it> 134. 
What parts of it most requisite, 152. Must be adorned 
by manners, 155. The possession of it increases desire, 
161. 

JSnowledge of the iiwid, to be acquired only in the world, 
not in a closet, 112. What it truly is, 127. Necessaiy for 
every body, 209. The moit useful of all studies, S7S. 289. 

Kretmingen (Mons.) Iiis reservcdness, 300. 

L. 

Ladies. See Women, 

Jjaced^emoma, .or Sparta ; aU its citizens were trained up to 

oi*ra8, 13. 
Laconic ettfle, why so called, ibid. 
Lambert (Marchioness de), her ^«> d'vn Mere d vn FU, 

a goo.t book, 257. 
Lambert (Sir John), Loi'd Chesterfield wished to be of-acr^ 

vice tB him in his profesaon of a bfUiOur, 269, ^4 
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Ltmgua^e, The neoesrity of attending to the purity of it, 
42. The abortest and best way of learning one is to ktAv 
iHe roots of it, 63. Great attention to be paid to the prime 
itive verbs and nouns, and the addition of prepositiOiia^ 103. 
SiK>ken badly in all countries by the eommon feople, ihd^ 
Modern languages should be known correetly, accurately, 
and delicately, 273. £ach has its peculiarities, 313. 

.2a«can« (Count), a warm friend to Mr. Stanhope, 179, IM^ 
181. 187. 

Za/tn, in what that written, by a gendemaa-s^olar differs 
from a pedant's^ and why, 164. 

Lauffhinffy notliing so illiberal as loud lai:^hter, 144 166. 

Xiourelt why esteemed the most honourable of trees, g. 

JLaxineu^ youth has no pretensions to indulge in it« tboogfa it 
is aUowable to the emeriti, 216, 

Learmngi the opinions the ancients had thereapon, sa Of 
little signifieation^withcut memory, 71. From the grossest 
ignoranee revived, a little hi the fifteenth century, 81. 
Floorishedstmder Pope Leo X. in Italy, and under Frauds 
L in France, ibid. 

Legge (Mr ), appointed chanedlor of the exeheqn'er, SCfT. 

heipng^ some account of, 124. A place of study rather dua 
a place of pleasure, 171. 

Lettert, those to and from foreign ministers, as far as they 
go, are the best and most authentic records, 980. ' 

Jjetter-wtitingf a talent of ttie greatest importance, la 

. The spelling and manner, recommended to notice, 89. 
Ought to be easy and natural, not strained* and florid, 
ibieL Diredtions how to avoid a formal and unnatural 
style, with a specimen, 71. What the best models of it, 
123. What the perfection of letters of business, ^S. 

Levda XIV. (king of France), the manf still subsisting ex- 
pensive buildings are monuments of his munificence, hu- 
manity, and good government, 75. The age he lived in 
very much resembled the Augustan, 217. His vanity, not 
bis knowledge, made him an encourager of the arts and 
lidenfies, 276. Gratifiied lus personal pride hy jiving a 
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Bourbon king to Spain, at the expense of the true mta»st 
o£ France, 280. Whether really married to Madame 
Maintenon, 395. Never sat down in i>erson before any 
towdf^i^less there was a certainty thatit would be taken, 371. 
Jddertine dettroyed, in what manner a pleasurable youtb, aC- 

fectetl by that comedy, 223.^ 
JJddell (Mr ) why chosen by Lord Chesterfield for his se- 

oretary in Ireland, 309. 
JUgcmer (Sir John), appointed general and commander-in* 
chief, 324. CrueUy used by Lord Chatbapa, 402. Refused 
to resign, ibid. 
Idile, the chief town in French Fhmders, 72. 
JUver^ what almost always specific for obstructions in it, 353. 
Jjocal custonuy should be carefully attended to, 201. - 
X^oTigtteviUe (Madame de), governed her brother the prince 

de Conti, but was herself governed by MarsiUac, 436. . 
looks, easier to be felt than described, 95. Frequently dis- 
cover what words endeavour to conceal, 108. 
JLord ma^$r*a $hmp, public exhibition an useful way of acquir- 
ing knowledge by attention and observation, 46. 
laudon (Lord), much blamed for his retreat, 39<1. 
Lofpe, how represented by the, poets, 56. Vows of eternal 
passion may sometimes accidentally last three months, 198. 
liove not unaptly compared to the small pox, 282. 
Lowndes (the famous secretary of the treasury), a pruden- 
tial maxim of his, 216. 
Lmnea (De), what made his fortune with Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, 283. 
Luvsay (Madame de), friendly and hospitable, 244 
JjfcurguSy the first legislator of Laced»monia or Sparta, 13. 
lAfing^ nothing more criminal, mean, and ridiculous, exem- 
plified in the consequence of various sorts of lies, 126. 
The only art of mean capacities, and inseparably attended 
with infamy, 212. 

JjfonSf has an extensive manufactory of gold, silver, and 
silk stuffs, 77. 
i***, his singular character, 194. 303. 



d by Google 



H$ • ISVEt. 



Mobhf, (Abb6), fail JDrmt de VEurope reeommeiifltedj 158.' 
159. 

Macartney (Sir George), to be married to Lady' Jane Stu* 
art, 417. 

JUaoclesfield (earl of), one of the ablest mathematidana and 
astronomers in Europe, and had the greatest diare m fomn 
ing die bill for the reformation of the calendar^ 947. 3S2. 

JUagiM Charta, acioount of iU origin, 93. 

Jlfacfdavel, if be had been living in I7jd^ might have match- 
ed Csesai* Borgia, witli a suitable heroine, 382. 

Malumy (Count), his house at Naples the resort of the beit 
company, 221. 

Muntenofi (Madame), some remarks on that lady, on her 
letters, and on her supposed marriage with Lewis ^ 
Fourteen^ 295. 

Maittaire (Mi\), gives liOrd Chesterfield a favourable ac- 
count of his son's progress in leammgy d^ 39. Hia abilities 
handsomely commended, 52. 

MaJUat, (Mr.) lus death, 387. 

JKaUha, some account of the kntghu of that order, 158. 

JIfan ofthewarUl, his superiority over a system-monger, 230. 

Maniires. Hec Fortna. 

Jktatmera, the ornament of virtue and Icnowledge, 152. 180. 
A certain dignity in them absolutely necessary, 199. 

Mdfufield (Lord). See Mwrrasy. 
' Marcely a particular attention to his lectures enjoined, 2I0> 
252. Which are of more consequence, at a particular pe- 
riod of life, than all the bureaus in Europe, 246. Of mOie 
use than Aristotle, 247. 

JlfanvaiiXy knew the human heart, perhaps too well, 227. 

Marlboronffh, (duke of), his character, 168. The influeaee 
of his manners and address uppn the first king of Prussia, 
276. Though an able negotiator, yet exceedingly ignorant 
of books, 281. The reason accounted for, ibid. Enjoyed 
i€he art of pleasing more than ever man did, 293. ^hrf^* 
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terned ItimscTf into aji immense debt> SiJfd. No man ever 
said a rude thing to hino, 434. 

J\fai^ia^j a coromon topic for fidae tnt, 150. Pleaaantrjr 
on two intended ones, 335, A separation the only kisting 
peace bctiireen a man and hia irife, 371. The rage of ma- 
trimony very prevalent, instanced in some in the polite 
-woHd, 380. Marriage not understood in thfs country, in- 
stanced in three divot^ces, 395 ; and in liord «— «-, who 
parted with his wife, to keep another whore, 396. A ma- 

' trimoTiial phrensy rages, 407. 

Carriage ctmtracta differ in France from those in England^ 
267. ^ 

J^aradlles, some account of, 79. 

Jl^r»illac. See LengtteviUe. • 

JUiariial, a famous epigram of his explained, 244* 

Martin (Mr.) Latin tutor to Mr. Stanhope, 42. 

JIfary (queen of England), her character, 93. 

Mary II. (queen of England,) some account of, ibid, 

J^fjary (queen of Soots), beheaded* ibid. ^ < 

Mary of Medicit, overturned in a river, and half drowned, 
270. The marshal d'Ancre executed, for having govern- 
ed her by the arts of witchcraft and magic, 77. 

■Jiidscoto (Professor), Mr. Stanhope attended his lectures on 
the jua publicum imperii, &c. 124. 135. One of the ablest 
men in Europe for pblitical knowledge, 149. 

Matignon (Marquis), Mr. Stanhope recommended to him* 
234. 238. 

Maty (Dr.) of singular service to Mr. Stanhope, who had 
been unsuccessfully treated by some other gentlemen of 
the faculty, 377. 385. The only physician who did not 
mistake Mr. Stanhope^s case, 419. 

MatzeU, (a favourite bullfinch), ode on his death, 154. 

Mdupertuit (Mons. de), bis character, 174. 292. A just ob>' 
servation of his, 313. 

Mauvaise honte, its ill effects^ 111. 144. 188. 

Maxims by Lord Chesterfield, 434. By Cardinal de RetZf 
435. Lord Chesterfield's remarks ob the e«rdinars, 436. 
VOL. Ilf. H K 
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Mutaiin (Cardin&l)^ ^\aX his predomioant passion, 209. 

His character, i36. See Haro. 
Jt&motieSf fools only have short ones, 103. 
Mismturetde SuUtf, that work recommended^ 2dt. 
JHemoirea pour Betrt^r d I'Msioire du dix-aepUeme SOecle 

recommended, 160. - 

Mstif no distinction between them, but what arises from lbr> 
tune, 36. Have done more mischief in the \»oi4d than 
women, 110. A trifling species^ cskhiy(]^ne men, abounds 
in couits, 164. Have possibly as much vanity as women, 
thoQgh of another kind, t202 Do not alwa3rs act like rational 
oreatnres, 205. General condnsions respecting mankind 
not to be (h*awn from particular principles, 209. A isan's 
moral character more delioate than even a woman's repu* 
tatibn of chastity, 2^9. 

JtHmdez (Mr.), it friend to Mr. Stanhope, 195. 

JHerit, when at is remarkable, makes its way in spite of afi 
difficulties, 152. Ud accompanied .with external and show- 
ish accomplishments, never makes a figure in the world, 261. 

JHe^od, its importance through life, 309. Particularly la 
accompts, 319. 

Mn/aaoiiier (a wine-merehant), his character, 304. 

M'das, anecdote of him' to expose the extreme foDy of 
avarice, 28. 

J^Rddleton (Dr.), his character as a physician, 346. 

•M'/t<a/;y men, their character delirtcated, 281. Wheuofa 
certain rank, are usually very polite, 288. 

^J^lton, the Devil the hero of his Paradise Lost, 176. 

Jilindj its health depends much on that of the body, 354. 

Mnister (foreign), the requisite to make an able one, 281. 

Mmsters, verysliining ones, like the sun, arc apt<o scorch 
when they shine the brightest, 310. 

Jliimstry, a most thorough change in it, in July 1765, 389. 
The new one a heterogeneous jumble of youth and cada- 
city, 390, 391. The outlines of another, 417. 

JiMnaritiet, six have happened in Bnglaad since die Cob- 
quest, 248. 
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Matressi, a king's or a prime minister's, may often give very, 
useful information to a foreign minister, 154. 

J^chell (Mr.), continued ^minister at Berlin, at the earnest 
entreaty of the king of Prussia, 332. 334. 

J\iJob, evei'y^numei'ous assembly such, however respectable 
the individuals, 247. 

JUodem history, how to attain the knowledget)f, and where 
it commences, 81. Directions for the study of it, 145. 152. 

J^iodestj/f the best bait for praise, 224. 

JkTaisff (Dr.), Lord Chesterfield benefited much by his ad- 
vice, 377. A physician of eminence at Bath, 405. 447. 

Jlfonarc/of, the first form of government established at 
Rome, ^6. 

Mmcmtaeil (Madame), Mr. Stanhope directed to consult 
her, 236, 237, 238. She gjves a favourable account of him, 
S70. Mr. Stanhope dii*eoted to call on her, 373. Lord 
Chesterfield accused of exhausting on that lariy his talent of 
saying agreeable things, 438. 

JMbney, the cause of most of the ipiarrels that happen be- 
tween fathers and sons, 233. 

Mousey (Dr.), his powders of service to Lord Chesterfield, 
402. Our noble author's reganl for him, 447, 448. 

JHontbaxon (Madame de). See Beaufort, 

Monteaguieu (president), his account cf the education proper 
for a mouarchieai government, 228. 

MoTiil fharactePf should not only be pure, but even out of 
the reach of suspicion, 212. 

Moral duttea^ to be strictly observed at all ages and at all 
-^nies, 80. 

Mordaimt (General,) the public expected great discoveries 
from his trial, 323, 324. A previous examination into his 
conduct, by three general officers, 3sf5. 

Mbtteville (Madame de), her Memoirs reooromended, 436, 

Mbimtatvart (Lord), going to be married to one of the Miss 
Windsors, 398. 

Miifichauaen (Mens., Madame, and Miss), 282. 284. Mons. 
Miii^ausen blamed f«r the Hanover GonventioDy 520* 
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Went to Stade on a bold and dangerous experiment, 3CS. 
The event of it fortunate, 331. A little piqae he took 
againat Mr. Stanhope arijusted by Lord Chcstei-field, 335. 
Engaged in a negotiation vith Prince Ferdinand/ 545. 

Munich^ the first court at which Mr. Stanhope was pre- 
sented, 125. 

J^Uruter (treaty of), vhatthe views of the several paxtics 
concerned in it, 159. 

Jfitntter (Madame), a favourite of Mr. 'Stanhope's, 200. 

Murray (Mr., afterwards Lord Mansfield), why considered 
as an excellent speaker, 243. On account of his eloquence, 
had more practice than any other gentleman of the km; 
robe, 307.' His lordshix/s eloquence in the houae of 
peers, 419. 

MiSCB (the nine), their names and poetical history, 3. 

Jtfi/atcfy, the only secrecy of weak and cunning men, 434. 

N. 

MuU, directions for catting them, 235. 

Barnes (proper), no settled rules for those of the anciehtsj, 18. 

J^aples, an ample theatre of wr<i), 221. 

JVaiural affhcd<m, in reaBtythere is no such thing, 1S4. 

JVatural curiosiiiea should not be the main object of a trav* 
eller's inquiries, 192. 

JSTature, dispute concerning the alteration and change of i^ 
^81. 

JSTavi^dtiony a slight knowledge Of it sufficient for those wha 

are not of the profession, 156. 
. JStavigaHon act, some account of, 236. 

JVbgoHator^ very few emiuent for their learning, 281. What 
necessary to form a skilful and successful one, 290» 

Nestor, some account of, 7. 

JVevfCastle (duke of), his weak side pointed out, 283. Mr. 
Stanhope directed to o8er his services in the several de- 
partments of his grace's ofiice, 284. The illness of the 
dnehess an hindrande to Mr. Stanhope, 288. Whence the 
tUk£^s Mnfosioxi in banneas arose^ 90^, 319. Appointed 
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first lord of the treasury, 311. Interested himself in secur- 
ing Mr. StaahQpG*8 election, ibid, DisUoguished that gen- 
tleman's official letters vith approbation, 323. Supi>orted 
by ihe wbies, 334. , 

^eim etyle, when and how introduced into this kingdom, 244. 
Particular accouq^ of the Julian and Gregorian calendars, 247. 

JSTew-gear^a'day, a time when the kindest and warmest 
'Wishes are excluuiged without the least meaning, 297. Tlie 
-most lying day in the whole year, 349. 

JVt^ht, Vii'giPs description of, with remarks, 67. 

JVisme, remarks on its antiquities, 406. 

JSTvvernoh (duke of), ambassador at Rome from the court 
/ of France, his chafacter, 213,214 

JVolet (Abbe), a philosoiihical tutor to Mr. Stanhope, 244. 

JSTtir^mpiOTif an election ijor that town cost the coutending 
parties at least thirty thousand pounds on each sick, 421. 

^ovthington (earl of), talked of quitting the office of loi-d 
president, 412. "W'ss requested to continue in office, 413. 

JSTwel^ is properly an abbreviated romance, 66. 

J^'uma PompiUuSf some account of, 17. 



Oaihst 'When unnecessarily taken, are always suspicious 109. 

CEamon^f its advantages, 434. 

Old hock, where the best to be met with, 302. 334. 

Oliver CramweU, his character, 93. 

Ondffzp (Mr. George). Mr. Stanh<^, in May 1741, exhort- 
ed to endeavour to excel him in leai'ning, each of them 
being then nine years old, 70. 96. 

Operas, Lord Chesterfield's opinion of them, 269. 

Orawe (William I. prince of, called tlie TaciiumJ, his 
character, 433. • 

Orator, what properly he is, 1^. The nature and use of 
oratoi-y, 45. By study an,d application any man may be- 
come a toleriible orator, 77. What the best books to form 
and finish an orator, 230. 

H h2 
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Ordert (mititiiry ftnd religious), their history veil -wtstfa 
ooosolting, 158. Remarks oq their foandAtionSy 16S. STO. 

Orleana (duke of,) his character, 436. 

Orloff (jGoani), his influence over the czarina easy, to be ac- 
GQunted for, 411. 

Oi^mtnd (duke of), character of him, 299. 

Orthographyy one single enor in it may fin a ridicule on a 
^rsoa for life, 236. 

Oatat (Cardinal de), an ahle negotiator, 248. His letters 
the true letters of tmsiness, 265. 280. 

Ostracisma, what it was, jSl. 61. 

Oacitantes Ubrarii, that expression explained, KKt 

€hdd, his beautiful description of Envy, 56 ; of Apollo and 
his palace, 57 ; of Faiiaine, 58 ; of the Morning, 59; of 
Koop, 60 ; of Rumour, 62. From a natural genius to po> 
etrjr, often spoke verses without intending it, 77. 
P. 

Painting, a liberal art, 198. 

Palatine (La). See MettviUe. 

Pampigny (Mons.), commends Mr. Stanhope, 118. 

PaoUi (Fra), his treatise De BeneficiU recommended, 197. 
303. For this, and some other treatises against the court 
of Rome, he was stiUettoed, 262. 

Paracelsus^ asserted that he had discoyered the philosopher's 
stone, 164. 

PariSi his dispos a of the golden apple, 5. 

Paris, short character of that city and its inhabitants, 75. 
The seat of true good -breeding, 10. Cautions to Mr. 
Stanhope against his arrival at that gay metropolis, 2^ 
234, 235. Fashion more tyrannical there than in any other 
part of the world, 223. 

PofHametit, easier to speak there than is commonly imagin- 
ed, 206. The cliief place for an Englishman to make a 
figure in, 243. 318. Plain unadorned sense and reason not 
sufficient for a speaker there, 247. Those of France de- 
scribed, 266. Instructions to Mr. Stanhope for makings 
figure in parliamenl^ 290. A persona muta there cf the 
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same importance as a candle^nuffer in aii}N>ther tbeatre, 
S07. Receipt to make a speaker .in parliument,. ibid. 
Success in that article removes all other objections, ibid, 
Partiament, in this country, the ouly road to figure and 
fortune, 308. In that great assembly, a few only require 
common sense, th^ others flowing and harmonious periods, 
ibid. Why lawyers have a superiority in parliament, 309. 
The house uf>u.-diy indulgent to the fii-st efforts of a mem- 
her, 311. A singular instance of unanimity in the house 
of commons oi| an important occasion, 332. A still great- 
er, 348. On crowded days, the house may be compared 
to lagi'otta del cane, 344. Impossible for any hitman be- 
ing to speak ivell for three hours and a half, 366. 
JParHtion treaties, remarks on the two celebrated ones fonn- 

ed after the peace of Ryswick, 280. 
JPascal, his Lettret d*im Provincial commended, 208. 267. 
^aasioia, every man has a prevailing one, by wliich he may 
be worked upon, and in which it is dangerous to trust him, 
1 12 ; but which it is necessai^y to study, 129. 

Jkitience, a most necessary qualification for business, 412. 

JPatin (Guy), recommends to a patient, a horse for a doctor, 
and an ass for an apothecary, 404. 

Patriciatu, their importance at Home, 18. Abused their 
power, 21. 

JPeace, the prospect of it in 1757 not favourable to this coun- 
try, 324. Very different the following year, 3S3. Re- 
marks on the.preliminaries, 435. 

JPedanJtry, how to. be avraded, 142. 

Pegasus, his poetical history, 3. 

Pelham, (Mr.) his death and character, 310. 

Pelnote (Mr.) French tutor to Mr. Stanhope, 42. 

Pembroke , (earl of), much cqmmended in accounts fi-om 
Hanover, 289. 

Perron (comte do), 179, 180. 

Perron (Mona. do), his character, 282. 

JP<fr«/»/»o?t*, burned to ashes by Alejtander the Great ia a 
drnoken fit, 88-. 
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IVrtt'o, Amracconnt of, 88. 

JPertingrue (Cardiiiai), commends Mr. Stanhope, irS; tsl 
renders him some services, 174. 

Pftrarch, his poetical character, ai7. 

J^htfsicaliUa, great checks to love and ambition^ d92l 

PUiacua, his pedantry censured, 164. 

Pin (Mr.*), his charactei^ 343. His administration fa?»i 
tnany enemies, 323. Supported by the tories and tlie L/n- 
doners, 334. Gained ground in the closet, without loan* 
popularity, 338. Jogged on with the duke of 'Newcastle, 
333. His power in the house of commons, 348. The 
junction of Spain with France did great credit to his poru- 
ical sagacity, 363. His vast consequence, 363. 365. HaA 
three long conferences with tl»e king, 371. Would not 
come into office without Lord Temple's consent, 389. A 
cripple all the year, and in violent pains at least half of it, 
393. His gout very real, not political, 394. Accepted 
the title of earl of Chatham, and had the entii*e nomiDa- 
tion of a new ministry, in whic!i h^ chose the office of lord 
privy seal, 400. The triumph of his enemies at his new 
dignity, ibid. Vindicatetl himself from tlie charges of ■ 
pamphlet published by Lord Temple, 401. Confined at 
Bath by tlie gout, 407. Too ill to hear of any busanesi^ 
409. 411. His gout thrown upon his neryes^ 413. Con- 
, jecturcs on his future political {ilans, 416. Promised to 
secure Mr. Stanhope a seat in the new parliameDt, ihid. 
Ketired to Hayes, 41 7. Hisveloqueuce, 419. 
Pitt (Mrs.), Mr. Stanhope blamed for omitting to pay the 

homage due to her bcajity, 398. 
Places, how far they may be supposed to bias people of prob- 
ity and properly, 3I3» 
Pto^o, the greatest philosopher thatew existed, and the 

most virtuous amongst the ancients, IS. 
Pleanng, a very necessary art, and how to be attained, 97. 
Strongly recommended in eveiy part of hie, 293. The 
great advantages derived from studying it, 296. In what 
it consists, ibid. What the raOst effectual of the variotf 
ingredients that compose it, 301. 
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JPleaaureSf those proper for a gentleman pointed out, 117. 
The rock on which most young men split, 119. A rational 
plan for attaining pleasure, ibid, Attenti9n necessary in 
pleasures as well as in studies, 130. At proper timcs^ both 
necessary and useful, 141. Rational pleasures pointetl out, 
174. Those which are liberal, how distinguished from 
their opposltes, 180. 224. S^reetened by business, 189* 
Wliat the period of life tor enjqying them, 248. 
l^oetriff in what it differs from prose, 24. 43. The mechan- 
ical part of it may easily be acquired, but a genius for. it 
must be the gift of Nature, 77. 98. The only accompUsh- 
nient which it is not in the power of every man of common 
understanding to attain, 113. A frozen brain unfit for it, 
175. ^ 

JP9et$, the modem ones have adopted all the histories of the 

ancients, 2. 
J^ciand (king of), what the probable oonsequenoes of his 

death, 304. 
^oUgnac (Madame), not handsome, 249. A'piece of mo- 

liair presented to her, 262. 
JPoliteneaif a certain sort of, due to inferiors, 36. 
JPoUHcian, what properly his rudiments, 136. 
JPtpe (Mr.), an instance of Lord Chesterfield's high opinion 
of him, 128. Many people proud of boasting an intimacy 
"with him and Swift, who never were twice in company with 
either, 251. 
J^ope of Rome, remarks on his pretended infaUibirity, 86. 
Uaih always great influence in theaffiurs of Europe, 158. 
JPopulariti/, in private fife how to be attained, 296. 
Poraerma (king of Uctruria), some aecottnt of, 19. 
JPortlwid (duke and duchess of), pleased with Mr. Stan- 
hope's attention to Lord Tiehfield, 345. 
Portraits^ list of some which Lord Chesterfield wished (• 

purchase, 297. 
Portugal (king of), why hetter off than any other of the 

lielltgerent powers, 363. 
Potdet, whence that word applied to a hiUet-dociXf 24t. 
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I J^ratora, their origin, 21. 

Pniffmatic sancHon, why so called, 76. 

fraitef when not deserved, is the severest satire, 27- 

J^rejitdicea, how imbibed, and bj what method to be gottea 
the better of, 176. 

Pretender J directions for Mr. Stanhope's condnct, ia case of 
meeting him or his adherents in Italy, 192. 

Princes, th^ii* |jenetration seldom goes deeffer than the sur- 
face, 202. 

-Pro6//jy recommended, 24. 

Pronotma often create obscurity or ambiguity, 265. 

Protestants, why so called, 93. 

Proud manf his insolent civility more shocking than his rude- 
ness, 210. 

ProvincieU torwntf, the very best of them hare some awk- 
wardnesses, 188. 

Prussia. See B&Un> Frederick, 

Pub&c mmster, his profession of aU other ^^uires the nicest 
and most distinguished good-breeding, 202. 

PubUc vorsfdp, no place whrch is set' apart for it can be sa 
object of laughter or ridicule, 141, 

Pvineur (Madame de), fiiendly to Mr. Stanhope, 253, 254. 

PuUeney (General), his death, and immense riches, 414. 

Pvlteney (Lord), recommended to the notice of Mr. Stan- 
hope, 156. 172. 

Q 

Quarles, disgraced and vilified the name of Bmhlems^ 37& 

R 

Pake, an ungentleraanly character, 233. 

Manelagh Gardens admirably calculated for serious reflec- 
tions upon the vanities of the world, 348. 

Motional man, what tlie proper subjects for liis sclf*esaftiDt- 
tion every night, 323. 

iSopMtffif, how to he profitably pursawj, 216, See B-ks, 
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Jteason, he \tIio adilrcsses himself to it, without first jengag- 
iiig the heart, is little likely to succeed, 161. Though it 
ought to direct raankiud, seldom does, 308. , 
jReffecUon, what the proper age to use it, 176. 
Hefoi^tnation, hegon by King Henry Vlll. and established by 
Queen Elizabeth, 93. The term explained, ibid, A very 
important sera in history, 149. * 
Megeiicy hiUyljord Chesterfield's opinion of, 387. 
Hembrant, his paintings are caricatures, 254. 
' JlepubliCy the neeessaiy institution of it is extinguished in 
the United Provinces, 433. 

^Reputations no man deserves it who does not desire it, 101. 
The advantage of a good one, ,172. 

Meaeiiiment, when impotent and unavailing, is beneath the 
dignity of a roan, 312. 

JRetz (Cardinal de^, his Memoirs recommended, 145. 149. 
161. Remarks on some select passages in them, 162. Hja 
sagacious rejection on Cardinal Chigi, 190. An excellent 
maxim of h^is applied to the repeal of tlie Jew bill, 303. 
His i>olitical maxims, 435. His character, 436. 

Metier of nn amn/^^whsX the proper questions for a specta- 
tor to ask At it, 175. 

RhetoriCf its uses, 42, 

Rheumadam, remarks on that disorder, 188. Is the distem- 
per of a hackney coachman, or chairman, 291. 

Rhoncy a great difference in the manners of the people on 
the opposite sides of that river, 235. 

Richard I. II. HI. (kings of England) their characters, 93t. 

RidieUeu (Cardinal), what that great minister's foible, 129. 
207. A signal instance of his refined policy, 271. 286. 

Richelieu (Marahal), raised by the graces of his person and 
address to the highest dignities in France, 231. 258. 279. 

. Made great progress at Hanover, in metal&c learning, 357. 

Richmond (duke of), asked for the olHce of secretary of 
state, and obtained it, 399. 

Ridiaife, when once acddentally fastened on any persoD| tft 
with difficulty got rid of, 203, 204. 
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Hobertsfm (Dr.) his character as an liistor'mn, 954. 

Jiobin9on (Sir Thomas, aftervanis Lord Grantham), accept- 
ed the office- of secretary of state with reluctance, 3IS. 

Robinson (air Thomas, of Chelsea), bis letters always gave 
Lord Chesterfield pleasure and information, 449, 450. 

Jiochefoucault (dake dc la), an impi*ovement on<Mie of his 
maxims, 144. The foundation of his book defended, 161. 
Paints man very exactly, 242. His Maxims should be 
read in a morning, and compared with real characters m 
the evening, 257. One of them applied to tlickingof 
Pi-u^sia, 399. . 

Rockingham (marquis of), his connexion stands &ir far 
the mi^iistry, 409. All his friends alisolutcly excluded, 41'. 

Roderigtie (Mons.), character of his Weekly Histories, 305. 

Romances^ in what paiticular the modem di^r from the an- 
cient, 66. • • 

Rome (ancient), its history the most instructive in all anti- 
quity, 14. A concise account of it, 15, 22. 47. 

J^ome (modern), the objects of attention it fumishe% 180. 
196. Character ojf the ladies there, 206. No good danc- 
ing-masters in that city, 218. 

Romulus, some account of, 15. His mother a restal, 17. 
Killed by the senators, ibid, 

Rosenhagen (Parson), Lord Chesterfield declines n^ug his 
interest to influence him in a point wished by Lord Sand- 
wich, 377. 

Rufus (William), why so called, 93. 

Rule, what an nnexceptionably useful and necessary on^ 245* 

Russia, character of the court of St. Petersburg, 326. The 
intentipns of its sovereign incomprehensible, 332. 334 
In that empire deposing and murdering are nearly al» 
Bed, 382. 

Russia (Elizabeth, empress of), what would probably be the 
consequences of her death, 316. That event hajipenedtoo 
late to be of any service to tlie king of Prussia, 323. Con- 
jectures on the subject of the succession, ibid. The rea- 
sons given in her manifesto, for the march of her troops 
king ef Pi-nssia not the tme ones, 328. 
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Jiiuria (Catharine IT. empress of), ^mpleted her cTiaraoter 
of fkfemmeforte, in a manner that wouJd have qualified her 
lor the heroine of Machiavel, 382. 

S. 

JSabinea, the rape of their vomen. If* 

SaifU Germain (Madame), speaks advantageoiisly of Mr. 

Sunhope, 118. 
JStdtU Germain (marquis de), ambassador at Paris from the 

court of Turin, S46. ^ 

iS^'ti^ Beal (Abbe), author of < Don Carlos,' a pretty novel, 

founded in troth, 66. 
Sallier (Abbe), Mr. Sti^nhope directed to apply to him for a 

tdtoi' in geometry and astronomy, 244. 
Samhaich (countess of), commended, 262. 
Sandvich (earl of), providentaliy raised up, to vindicate true 

religion and morality, 375. Remarkably civil and kind'* to 

Mr. Sunhope, 377. Is appointed post-master, 417. 
SartHma (king o^, a very able prince, 174. 
Savartf, his DicUoTmaire de fommerce the best hook of its 

kind, 239. 
iSavoy (house of), hath produced many great men, 181. 
SdX9ii heptarchy J why so called, 93. 
Saxony, queries on the state of that electorate, 144. Its court 

a very gaudy one, 148. 
Schaunat, his Histoty of the Palatinate originally written in 

German, 303. 
Sckullemberg (Count), Mr. Stanhope accompanied him to 

the Gohr, 289. Came to England with King Creorge the 

Second, 295. 
Sch-:vederiu8, his Theatrum Pretemionum a useful book to 

he occasionally consulted, 280. 
Sckmegeldt (Mons.), an old friend of Lord Chesterfield, 282. 

284. 
ScipiOf his moderation, continence, and generosity, 47. 60. 
Scotland, united with England in the reigu of JaMCs I. 93. 
Sculpture, a liberal art, 19S. 

yvL, 111. I i 
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Secre€jf, the only mystery of able men, 454. 

"Secret expedition (in 1757), oonjectiires on its destintfioBf 

320. Its consequences, 321. Probable causes of its dla^ 

pointment, 323. 
"^Secret expedition (in 1758,) ooe of great force preparing, 3S5. 

Its object, 335 ; an(| consequences, 336. 343. 
Secrets, are more eaaly to be l^ept than is oommonly ivaa^" 

ined, 162. 
""Secretary o/'«to^e,irhat qualifications are absolutely neccasa- 

ry for ^at impoii:ant o^ce, 116. 137 -, iu what manner it 

hath too frequently been filled, 153. 
Self-eonveraation, recommended by Lord Shaftesbury to all 

authors, 402 ; by Lord Chesterfield to all men, iUd, 
Self4o7>e, always maizes a man think himself of more import- 
ance than he really is, 323. ' 
Servants in Uvery, remarks on, 140. 
SevignS (Madame), her Letters, and those of Count Biissj 

Rabutin, recommended for an itinerant libraiy, 123. 
Shafieabury {&ix\ of), a ^pretty remark of- his on virtue and 

cleanliness, 199. A singular anecdote of him, 300. Recom* 

mends self-conversation to all men, 372. 
Shepherd {iB,me,i\ hanged for an intention to shoot King 

George the First, 162. His remarkable intrc^dity, iind. 
SimofUittiQ^9i\2tmQ de), a lady of the first fashioo at Milan^ 

215. 
Simulation, in what it differs from dissimulation, in the Judge- 
ment of Bacon and Bolingbroke, 153. 212. 
Siiifftdarity, pardonable only in old age, and retiren^ent, 313. 
Sinzendorf (Count), his character, 298 
Sixtus V. (Pope), a gi'eat, but able knave, 153. 
Slingelant (Pensionary), was Lord Chesterfield's friend, hii 

master, and his guide, 433. 
SmalUalk, what it is, and where most used, 260. Of great 

use in mixed companies, 289. 
Socrates, on account of his. virtues all vicious people were 

enemicsifto him, 12. 
SoUikoio (Mons.), the Russian resident at Hamburgh, 326; 
Sorionne, the oQtlines of that famous establishiuent^ IS^jti 

Digitized by ^OOQ IC 



INDEX. * m 

Smterldn offfit, 175. 

Spain, some account of, 84. Probability of that kingdom'* 
declaring war against Great Britain, 360. ' Grossly insulted 
tfiis country, 381. 383. 

Speaker. See ParUament. 

Spectacle de la nature^ a superficial, but pretty book, 170> 

Spectator, Lord Chesterfield's opinion of that work, 107. 

Speech, graceful speech an indispensable aecomplishmen^ 
156. 

^tamp-duty. Lord Chesterfield thought it not an object worth 
hazarding the disaffection «f America aboat, 395. In his 
lordship's opinion, a most pernicious measure, 396. The 
subject of warm and acrimonious debates in both houses, 397. 

Stanhope (Mr. John), an account of his death, 170. 

Stanhope (Mr. Pfaib'p), travelled into Holland when only 
five years old, 1. Improved iii his translations from the 
liatin, 4. 41. His attention, 18. Mr. Maittaire com- 
mends his diligence, 83. 38, 39. 92 ; and Lord Chesterfield 
his modesty, 44. Begins his tenth year with a differeikt 
course of life and studies, 70. His unfavourable opinion of 
tiie ladies reprimanded, 11<^. Unwearied application to 
his studies strongly urged, 92. His' diction commended, 
92. His attention to the Greek tongue recommended^ 
98. His future destination pointed out to him, 113. His 
improvements in good-breeding commended, 118. Advice 
to hira on dress, 120 ; on making remarks where he tra« 
Tels, 122 ; on letter-writing, 123 ; on cleanliness of person, 
124 ; on searching into the character of his a cquaintance, 
127 ; on the ohnce of friends, 128. The character given 
of him by Mr. llarte afforded his noble father great satis- 
faction, 135. A particular attention to foreign negotiations 
recommended to hira, 139. The only man whose destina. 
lion from the beginning was ealoulated for the department 
of foreign affairs, 152. His enunciation bad, 154. 229. 
Master of the Crerman language, 161. His band -writing 
censwed , 162. 229- 241 . 247. The nature of hjs future ex- 
penses pointed out to him, 174. His reception at Berlin, 
177| Cautioned ag^aiust too great «o intimaoy with thefl:* 
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liberal part of his eonntrjroen, 18S. Diiordered, 185. His 
character, by a Venetian lady, 204. Directed to lArepare 
himself for a sent in parliament, 205. The pleasing proa- 
pects which awaited him, 211. His aocomptiahments and 
defects contrasted, 229. His character from a friend at 
Paris, 242; from Mons. D'Aillon,-252; from Mons. Toi- 
let, ibid, from another friend at Paris, 253. Reckoned by 
Marcel one of his best scholars, 256 Directed to bring 
lus mother some small present, 263 ; and Lady Chester- 
field a snuff-box, ilnd. His character, by Lord Alberoarie, 
ibid. Confined by a fever, 271. His character, by Moos. 
Boccage, 276 ; by Mr, Pelham, 441. Lord Chesterfield's 
anxiety for his reception at Hanover, 283. Rules of con- 
duct as a courtier pointed out to him, 284. Directions to 
him, in case his expectations at Hanover are disappmnted, 
285. Has an asthmatic compUint* 280. Recommended 
to the notice of M. Voltaire, 287. Is well received at Han* 
over, 289. Parliamentary and foreign affiurs^ the two 
great objects of his education, 290. Advised to converse 
frequently, and be in company, with his anperiors in ^e 
and rank, and directions where, 193. High panetgyrie on 
iiim by a lady at Paris, 296. His character, by Ownt 
Sinzendorf and Mons Clahiiut, 297. Naturally inclined to 
be fat, and, being a very hearty feeder, was consequently 
plethoric, ibid. His great superiority, at the age of nine- 
teen, over the generality of his countryrnen, 290. Had dst 
turally a very pleasing countenance, 301. A passage in 
the Old Bachelor humorously applied to him, 302. Is dis- 
tinguished at Manheim, 304. Sends Lord Chesterfield t 
wild boar, 305. His improvement in letter-writing com- 
mended, 307. His seat in th (house of commons secured, 
ibid. Will be elected for Liskeard without oppositioo, 309. 
A pyrihonism in matters of state enjoined him, 311. His 
first appearance in the house of commons, 314. His offi- 
cial letters appix)ved of by Lord Holdemesse, and by the 
king, 318 ; by the duke of Newcastle and Lord Chester- 
field, 82J : by Lord Hardwickc, 326. 331.- The hrndgrave 
of Hesse vet/ civil to him^ 3'22, Direotiovs for lis con* 
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duct on an interesting political event, ibid. Hints suggested 
to him, for a conference with Mons. Soltikow, the Rassiaa 
resident at Hamburgh, 326> 327. The Berfin comraissioa 
for him the object of Lord. Chesterfield's views, 331. Ad- 
vised to write a concise liistory of the great events he hart 
been witness to atHIaraburgh, 333. Praised by the prin- 
cess of Hesse, and in consequei^e complimented by King 
George the Second and Princess Amelia, 334. Employed 
to forward some books to the Princess Amelia of Prussia, 
336. Makes Lord Chesterfield a present of some curious 
vine, 341. Mr. Stanhope's civilities to Lord Tichfield ac- 
knowledged by the duke and^duchess of Portland, 345. 
Receives benefit from the prescriptions of Dr. Middleton, 
346. Hopes to have the honour of investing Prince Fer- 
dinand with the blue riband, 347, 348. A difilculty started 
on that subject, 94§. In love with a lady of Hamburgh, 
iind, 350. IL^ady Chesterfield discoui'aged from troubling 
him with a commission for herself, by his neglecting to ex- 
ecute some given by Madkme Miinchausen and Miss 
Chetwynd, 351. Boerhaave's advice to Lonl Chesterfield 
applied to Mr. Stanhope, 353. Disappointed in his expea- 
tations oC a visit to this country, 355. Some litUe difficul* 
ties attending his re-election in parliament got over, 359 ; 
that election cost him two thousand pounds, 384 Is ap- 
pointed envoy, extraoi-dinary to Ratiabon, 367, 368, 369. 
rKfficuIties attending a ceremonial there, 370. Received 
much benefit from the advice of Dr. Maty, 377. 385. 
His disorder, which had been mistaken for the gout, 
proved to be the rheumatism, 378. Nego^ation for vacat- 
ing his seat in fmrliament, 384. Directed to consult the 
Dresden phyaeians, 385. Entertained Miss Chudleigh at 
Dresden, 392. The baths at Suabia recommended to hinxy 
394. Directed to write often to bis mother,. 398. Pi'cpar- 
ing to go to the south of France, 403, 404. A seat in par- 
liament promised him by LoiyI Chatham, 406. A borough- 
jobber spoken.to for one by Lord Cbestei^field, ibiiL Mr. 
Stanhope's complicated compUduts^ 419. Is disappointed 
lis . 
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of the seat in purliament, ibid. Obtuns leare of kbsenfee 
from his post for a year, 420«* Mr. Keith appointed 
charge iCaJfairea dariug his Absence, ibid. His disorder 
a dropsy, 402. Character of his two sonsy Charles and 
PhiUp, 4{37, 428. 430. 432. 

Stanhope (Earl), impeached the duke«f Ormood, 993. 

Stanhope (Mrs. Eugenia), a proof of Lord Chesterfield's es- 
teem for her, 426, 427. His lordship's good opioion oan- 
lirmed, 428. 

Stankppe (Sir William), disappointed in not receiving some 
old hook from Hamburgh, 334. Goes to pass a winter at 
Nice, 415. * 

Stanletf (Mr. Hans), going ambassador to Russia, 40(X 

States-general, the names of the seven provinces which form 
that government, 1. Their connexions and tranasctioDS 
with this country render a knowledge of their coostitntte 
indispensable to a senator, 311. Some account of that gov- 
ernment, 433. 

Statesmen^ like beauties, art! seMom sensible of ;their own 
decay, 309. 

Stephen (king of England), short account of, 93. 

Stevens (Mr.) a friend of Mr. Stanhope, 195. /Died of a eon- 
sumption, 358. 

Stormont (Loixl), an encomium on, 239. 

Stafford (earl of), governed for a consideraUe tunc tlic ccnrt 
of Berlin, 248. 

Stratagem, the ridicule of a passi^ in that comedy c«m« 
mended, 298. 

Strathmare {qwX of), kinsman, to Lord Chesterfield, Afffi 
about marrying Miss Bowes, the richest heoess in Europe 
ibid. 

Style, the importance of an attention to it, 203. 302. 

Sugar, is one of the most valuable brauches of commerce, 320, 

iSV^^* (duke of), nothing contributed more to his rise than 
a prudent economy in his youth, 434. 

Susp'cion, who the proper objects of it,* 209. 

Sid/i (Dean), his descriptioa of the flappers in Lapota, 131. 
194, A Iwmourond obaerratioii of ioM^ 248. A poem «f 
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bis (mnee inserted in his works), vhieli Loixl ChesierSeld 

liad in the origmal MSJ i287. See Pope, 
jSw^jTcrtonrf, questions relati# to its internal poKcy, 111, 114. 
SylpHum^ the great value set upon it by the Romans, 341. 
Sy9tem8, perfection the object always proposed in them, 272> 

T. 

TacUiu, the studying him recommended, 106. An obserra- 
tion of his commended, 260. 

Tarquin^ some account of, 19. 

Tarqmn the Prtnid, becoming from his tyranny detestab^, 
was expelled with all his faraily,^9w 

Tartar^, some account of, 90. 

Tatio, character of his poetry, 217. 

T^kStCf its mMaphorical signification^ 57. 

Waxit (Madame de)^tt insolent line Iftdy, 282. 

Te^h, directions for preserving them, 124. 182. 235. No 
hard substance should be used in cleansing Uiem, 309. ^ 
sponge and warm water alone recommended, 13. 

Temper, a command of it absotutaly necessary, 183. 291. . 

Temperance recommended, 147. 

^efnjWe, (Earl), Mr. Pitt would not come into office without 
his consent, 389. Published the paiii«ulai*3 of that great 
minister's quarrel with him, 401. 

Temple (Sir William), his Matters recommended, 280. His 
remark on Pensionary De Witt, 283. Remarks on a ne- 
gotiation which he valued^himself highly upon, 433. 

Tendti (Madame de). Lord Che8terfield*s esteem foi* her, 442. 

Tetttomc order, some account oU 158. 

Theatre, that of Paris exceeds all others, 233v Yet both 
that and the English want several regulations, 269. 

Thought$, foA much of their beauty, if expressed in low, imt 
proper, and inelegant words, 92. 

Time, its importance, 51. The smallest portion of it may 
be usefully filled up, ISO. Many people lose two or threei 
hours every day, by not taking care of the minutes, ISl. 
Few know the tmcdise an4 Tidtte of tiine, 133. l^ow ^ 
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shoQld he employed, 811. 274. Very few are eoonomists 

of it, 216. 
T.'nddittff imrnieioas to a you4^ man^ 227. 
TmloHt some account of, 78. 
Tovmshend (Lard), why h^ never pleased as an orator, 

though he always spoiKe matemlly,' with argument and 

knowledge, 205. The supposed author of a good pamph- 

let, 391. ' • 

Xowishend (Mr. Charles), reflectiona on his versatility, 366, 

Abon-mot on it, 391. Finuly engaged to Mr. Pitt, 372. 

To s'mw that he was in the opposition, let oflT a speech on 

the Princess Carorina*Matilda's portion, 375. Had the 

sole management of the house of commons, 40O. Sooo 

on ill terras with Lord Chatham, 404 ; who could not well 

do without his ahllities in the house of commons, 407. 
Trade, axioms in it, ^38. 

Trjdesman, what necessary qualifications for him, 294. 
Tramlatora, foreign ministers should never be under the 

necessity of emptying, payings or trusting them, for any 

European language, 285. 
Travellings its proper oljject, which is usually neglected by 

the Enghsh, 111. 130. -182. 267. 289. What the realutifc- 

ty of it, 30«. 
Treat:,€Sy histories of the most considerable, recommended, 

152. 280. , . • ' 

Tveve^s, (chapter oQ* an assertion of that body, respeetms 

llhenish wine, 338. ■* 

T;v6«?ie«, their origin at Rome, 21. 
Tvijlerss on what their attention engaged, 157. 
Trmff some account of the siege of that city, 5, 6, 7, 
Truth, the first duty of religion and morality, 91. 
Tufatia, the name of a Neapolitan woman, wiiO invented a 

remarkable poison, 323. 
Ttdlua Uostilius, some account of, 17. 
Turirif an aecompUshed capital, 168. Lord Chesterfield's 

expectations from Mr. Stanhope's stay there, 172^. 
Turhej in ^ia, some acconiiit of, 9t). 
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Turhiah fdttory, the religious part excepted^ mot fabulous, 

though possibly not trae, 301. 
'Ptiscan ordeTy why the prtiferest in the foandatiou of SM. 

edifioe, 202. 

V 

VaUere (Madame de^) her eharajBter respectable, 256. 

Vanbrugh (Sir John), reflections On his style qf building, 406. 

Yamty, unquestionably the mling passion of women, 250* 
Is the most universal principle of human action, 294. 

Venice^ the rainistel^ of that state are necessarily able nego»- 
tiators, 177; Remarks on that city, ibid. 178. Produced 
many great painters, 185. Few ti'avellers know any tiling 
of that intricate and singular form, of government, iHd. 
What a frivoloUB policy in it, 192. 
. Vergy (Moiis* du), made oath before the grand jury of Mid- 
dlesex, that he wai hired by Mpns. du Guerchy, to assaa- 
liinate M. IKEon, 397. Is prbsecuted by the attomey-geu- 
eral, ibid, 

VeraaiiUty^ its effects on a courder, 2M* 

Vicea^ those of adoption, of all ^thei-s, the most disgraceful 
and unpardonable, 182. Tlie English generally pursue the 
lowest, ibid. Vice is as degrading as it is cnrainal, 189. 

Vtetma^ the men there nxake curtsies, instead of bows, to th^ 
emperor, 125. 

Vieuville (Mons. la), his influence on La Palatine, 436. 

Ville (A.bb^ dela), his character, 291. 

Viner (Mr.), the only member of the house of commons 
who opposed Mr. Pitt, 312. 850. 

Virgilf his description of night, 67. 

yirtH, the pope's taste in it censured, 220. 

Virtue, to be perfectly virtuous, more than mere justice is 
necessary^ 23. The* yirtoes of the heart recommended^ 
24. Virtue, sooner or later, U sure to be rewarded, 65. 
Reflections on virtue, 68. Wlioever knows it, must love 
H, 134. Every virtue has its kindred vicLvand eSccUeoce 
ltd kindred weakness, 142. ^h^ lemarea wrlvtea oore 
captivating than the greater^ 313, 

Vivaciiy, how farplcasiogy .1^3. 
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Vnderstandingf the subject on whieh women of read httnij 
should he flrttered, 139. 

Vmted Provincea. See Stat^-general. 

Voiture, made several stanzas, fall of false wit, on an acci- 
dent which happened to a lady, 306. 

Voltaire (Mons.) his Ronn^ Sttavie censored by the BeTera* 
critics, 274. Commended by Lord Chesterfield, 287. 
Sends Lord Chesterfidd hi9 IFutoire du Siide dc IaivU 
XIV from Berlin, 276. Remarks on that book, ibid S87. 
Mr. Stanliopc introduced to him, 286. Lord CfaesterfieU 
advises him to m*ite a histoir of the king of Pmasia, 287. 
Character^ of JVf. Voltaire's writings, 992. Hts histories 
of Le8 Croiaadei^^aud JJJSsprit Mvmain, commended ; 
and a performance called MLcromegaa (ascribed to him) 
censure<1, 297. His edition of Lea ^^muika ^e tEmfirt 
wished for by Lord Chesterfield, 312. The Contes de 
Gidllaume VadS not worthy of him, 383. 

Utrecht (treaty of), aa interesting period in the poUticfi of 
this century, 280. 

Vulgarity of language, hpw acquired,* 195. 

W 

• TVales, annexed to the crown of England in the reign sf 
E.I war :1 I. 9S. 

TVuiea (Federio ^ince of), ^obable conse^eoces of his 
. di'sith, 248. 

Pfaltjs (George, prince of), his oliaracter, 24* 

WalUr (Edmund), a pretty poehi of lus cited and coroinend- 
ed, 43. Fell in love with a lady, *ho sung a apng of his 
own writing, 55. His admirable reply to King Charles 11. 
when accused of having made finer verses in praise of 
Oliver Croiikwell than he had bestowed on thatmonarch, 446. 

WaV/T (Mr. — ), could seklon. speak without laughing, 144. 

fValpole (Sir Robert), what his foible, 129. His great rega- 
larity made business easy to him, 309. Never had a civil 
ih'm?: said to him, though much flattered, 434. 

fVarm'ng^pan story, the well known one related hj Bishof 
Burnet, proved fatal to Jacobitism, 176. 
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9ta98enaer (6oimt), an instance of Lord Chesterfield's at- 
tention to please that nobleman, 2S2. Not able to draw^ 
this kingdom into the seoret treaty of 1746, 315. 

Weaknest, that of every man should be humoured, 113; and 
attentively studied^ 139. People in general wdl easier bear 
being told of their vices than their follies, 204. 

Weight of meUU, a modern sea^phtase, unknown to Admiral 
Blake, 320. 

Well-bred man described. 111. AVhat his characteristic, J51. 
Seldom thinks (and never seems tq think) himself slight-' 
ed, 298. 

Weatminster acktol^ not the seat of. politeness, 214. 

Weymouth (Lord), nominaftd secretary of slate, 417. Ta'- 
citly consents to a request of Mr. Stanhope, 419. 

W^ff, for what plirposefull- bottomed ones were contrived, 257- 

Witkea (Mr.), universally given up, 374. That inti'cpld as- 
sertor of our rights and liberties out of danger, S75. In 
imitation of the great men of antiquit}', by going into vo- 
luntary exile, defeated his creditors and persecutors, 380. 
liost his election for London, but carried it holloiv for Mid- 
dlesex, 421. • 

William III. (king of England), some account of, 93. 

WilSama (Sir Charles Hanbury), his politeness to Mr. Sian- 
hope, 151 ; and his friendship, 194. His Ode on th'e Death 
of ft BuUfiucb, 154 His consequence at Dresden, 304. 
Melancholy proofs^rf his phrensy, 330. 331. 332. 

Wdrmngton (Lord), his case remembered, when her present 
majesty's jointure was settling, 360. 

Wit may create admirers, but makes few friends, 285. 

Wit8, the convei'sation of thostf at Par.s gene^a% instrue-r 
tive, 25L 

Wolfe (Colonel), his gallant offer at Aix, 324. 

Women^ their whole sex should not he condemned for the 

faults of individuals, 110. The greatest attention due to 

them, 113. Their conversation contributes to the polish- 

, iog of a gentleman, 117. On the sul^ot of beauty, scarce 

any flattery too i^css for them to swalfow, 129. 1S3. Im- 
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prore tlie mannci's, if uot the understanding, of men, 135* 
Have gi'cat influence in fixing a man's fashioiiable charac- 
ter, 1S4. General directions for conduct respecting ibe 
Aidies, 161. To be talked to as beings below men, and 
above boys, 163. Establish or destroy every man's repu* 
tation of good-breeding, 20fi. Much more like each oihcr 
thsoi men are, 309* Veteran women of condition the pmper- 
est persons to introdace a y(^ng man intothe^eaumdniiff, 
«13, 218. Are not-to be captivated by beauty, but by at- 
tention, 215. A man bad much bettertalk too much to them 
than too little, ibid. The danger of forming di^^racefol 
connexions among them, 233. Have great influences in 
courts, 248. Entitled by prescription to great outvard 
sespcet and attention, 259. In what ])art»ular8 they re- 
semble the spear of Telephus, 350« Have always had a 
great share in the politics of France, 436. 

World. See Knonvledge of the World, 

Writifigf it is in every Oiau's power to write what hand he 
pleases, ir2. 229. ^1. 



Tork (Edward, duke of), embarks on a secret expedition, 3S8; 
Twke (Colonel), Mr. Stanhope advised to cultivate his friend' 

ship and protection, 233. 263. Is a man of businesa^ 252. 
F— (Sir W'iltlhm), by what metliodhe attained very high 

employments in the state, 308. 
Touth, hath commonly an unguanled frankness, 128. Yoong 

people seldom know either how to love or to hate, 291. 

I/)ok upon themselves to be wise enough, as drunken mea 

tlunk tiiemsetyes sober enough, 298. Are always foipven 

in carrying a fashion to excess^ but never in stoppbg thai 

of it, 300. 
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